
RECORD OF THE SENATE

TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 1999

OPENING OF THE SESSION

A t 3: 14 p.m., t he Pres i den t Pro Tempore, called t he sess i on
t o order.

The Pres i den t Pro Temporc. The 69 t h sess i on o f t he Sena t e
o f t he F i rs t Regular Sess i on o f t he Eleven t h Congress i s hereby
called t o orde r.

Le t us all s t and fo r t he open i ng prayer t o be led by Sen. Teresa

S. Aqu i no-Ore t a.

Eve,ybody rosef or t he prayer.

Sena t or Aqu i no-Ore t a. I would l i ke t o share t h i s prayer

t ha t was gi ven t o me by my la t e mo t her when I won as Congress

woman i n 1987.

PRAYER

0 Lord, as we begi n t h i s day , help us t o speak t he

t ru t h i n t he fa ce o f t he s t rong. Help us never t o l i e j us t
t o ga i n t he applause o f t he weak.

I f You gi ve us power, please do no t t ake our

happi ness; i f You gi ve us i ns i gh t , do no t t ake our w i t s;

i f You gi ve us success do no t t ake our hum i l i t y ; and i f You

gi ve us hum i l i t y , do no t t ake our d i gn i ty .

0 God, help us always t o see bo t h s i des o f any
problem, and do no t le t us accuse any opponen t s o f
t reachery j us t because t hey may have a d i ff eren t po i n t
o f v i ew, espec i ally w i t h members o f our own fa m i ly .

Lord, help us t o love people as we love ourselves

and t o keep a check on ourselves as we keep a check on

o t hers. Do no t le t us bccome boas t fu l i f we are success ful

and do no t le t us despa i r i f we should fa i l. Jus t keep
rem i nd i ng us always t ha t any fa i lure we may exper i ence

i s j us t an exper i men t be fo re t rue success arr i ves.

Dear Lord, le t us be ge11 t le w i t h o t hers; t each us t ha t

fo rgi veness i s t he h i ghes t s tandard o f power, and t ha t
revenge i s t he grea t es t i nd i ca t i on o f weakness.

I f You t ake our hea lt h, leave our fa i t h. I f You t ake

our seren i ty , leave our hope. And i f You should t ake

everyt h i ng we have, t hen leave us Your love.

O Lord, i f we have wronged o t hers, gi ve us t he

opport un i t y and t he des i re t o t ruly apologi ze; and i f
o t hers have wronged us, t hen gi ve us t he power t o
fo rgi ve.

Oh God, we know You w i ll never fo rge t us, may we

never fo rge t You!

Amen.

ROLL CALL

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The Secre t ary w i ll please call

t he rol l.

The Secre t ary , readi ng:

Sena t or Teresa S. Aqu i no-Gre t a … … … · … …..Presen t
Sena t or Robe rt Z. Barbers … … … … · … … … …..Presen t
Sena t or Rodol fo G. B i azon … · … … … … … … …..Presen t
Sena t or Rena t o L. Compa11ero Caye t ano ….Presen t
Sena t or Anna Dom i n i que M. L. Cose t eng . .. Presen t *

Sena t or Frankl i n M. Dr i lon … … … … . … … … ….Presen t
Sena t or Juan Ponce Enr i le. … . . . . … … … .. … …..Presen t
Sena t or Juan M. Flav i er. … … . . … .. … … . . … …...Presen t
Sena t or Teo fi s t o T. Gu i ngona Jr. … … … …....Presen t
Sena t or Gregor i o B. Honasan … … … … … … ….Presen t
Sena t or Rober t S. Jaworski .. .. . .. .. .. … . . . . . . . …..Presen t

Sena t or Loren B. Legarda-Lcv i s t e … . . … … ….Presen t
Sena tor Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr.. … … … …..Presen t
Sena t or Blas F. Opi e … . . . . . . . . … . . . . . … . . . . . …......Presen t
Sena t or John R. Osmc ii a.. … .. … . . . . . …............Presen t

Sena t or Sergi o R. Osme ii a III … … … … … … …..Presen t
Sena t or Aqu i l i no Q. P i men t el Jr. … . … . . … …..Presen t

Sena t or Ramon B. Rev i lla. … … … … … … … … ….Presen t
Sena t or Raul S. Roco................................... **

Sena t or M i r i am De fc nsor San t i ago … … … …..Presen t

Sena t or V i cen t e C. So tt o III... … . . . … … … … ….Presen t
Sena t or Franc i sco S. Ta t ad.......................... Presen t

The Pres i den t .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . **

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. W i t h20 sena t ors presen t , th ere

i s a quorum.

THE JOURNAL

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , I move t ha t we d i spense w i t h
t he read i ng o f t he Jouma/ o f t he prev i ous sess i on and cons i der

i t approved.

* Arr i ved a ft er lhc roll call

** On o ffi c i al m i ss i on

385



Tuesday, March 2, 1999
RECORD OF THE SENATE S. No. 1271 - 2nd Readi ng

CONDUCT, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, AN

INQUIRY AND INVESTIGATION ON THE

IMPLEMENTATIONOFSECTION200FTHE 1998

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT (GAA) ON

THE TEN PERCENT (10%) ALLOCATION FOR

THE PURCHASE OF DESKS BY THE

DEPARTMENTOFEDUCATION,CULTUREAND

SPORTS (DECS) WITH THE END IN VIEW OF

ENSU' NGTHATTHEPRIMEPU! OSEOFTHE

LAW IS SERVED, AND FOR OTHER

APPROPRIATE MEASURES

In t roduced by Sena t or Magsaysay Jr.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Re fe rred t o th e Comm i tt ees on

Educa t i on, Art s and Cul tu re; and Accoun t ab i l i ty o f Publ i c O ffi c

ers and Inves t i ga t i ons

The Secre t a ry . Proposed Sena t e Resolu t i on No. 3 81, en t i t led

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE SENA TE

COMMITIEESONECONOMICA" A$ TRADE

ANDCO( RCEAND OTHERAPPROPRIATE

COMMITTEE/STOCONDUCT ANINQUIRY,IN

# OFLEGISLATION,ANENTTHEEXODUS OF

MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS IN THE

PHILIPPINES EMPHASIZING - THE

MOTIVATIONS FOR THEIR WITHDRAWALS,

ITS EFFECTS TO FILIPINO LABOR AND

UNEMPLOYMENT ISSUE AS A WHOLE,

INVESTMENT CONCERNS, WITH THE END IN

VIEW OF FORMULATING REMEDIAL

:MEASURES TO ADDRESS THEISSUE,AND FOR

OTHERPURPOSES

In tr oduced by Sena t or Magsaysay Jr.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Re fe rred t o th e Comm i tt ees on

Econom i c A ff a i rs; and Trade and Commerce

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The Maj o ri ty Leader i s recog
ni zed.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE OFFICIAL VISIT OF

COUNCILORS OF GUIMARAS PROVINCE

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , be fo re we proceed w i th our

bus i ness fo r t oday , may I fir s t acknowledge, fo r our recor~, t ~e

counc i lors fr om th ~ Pr;v i nce o f Gu i maras, who are presen t i n th e

hall t oday t o observe our proceed i ngs.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

May I move fo r a one-m i nu t e suspens i on o f t he sess i on.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

[Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he mo t i on i s approved.

It was 3:21 p.m.

RESU& TION OF SESSION

A t 3:23 p.m., t he sess io n was resumed.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The sess i on i s resumed. The

Maj or i ty Leader i s recogn i zed.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE OFFICIAL VISIT OF

PARLIAMENT MEMBER FROM

NORTH IRELAND, RT. HON. BASIL MCIVOR

Sena t or Dril on. L i kew i se, may we acknowledge, fo r th e

record, t he presence o f a member of parl i amen t fr om No rt h Ireland,

R t. Hon. Bas i l Mc i vor, who i s i n t he hall r i gh t now.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The sess i on i s suspended fo r

one m i nu t e, i ft here i s no obj ec t i on. [There was none.]

It was 3:23 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 3:24 p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.

The Pres i den t Pro Ternpore. The sess i on i s resumed. The

Maj or i ty Leader i s recogn i zed.

BILL ON SECOND READING

S. No.1271-Pro f ess i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss i on

(Con t i nua t i on)

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , I move t ha t we resume

cons i dera t i on o f Sena t e B i ll No. 1271 as report ed ou t under

Comm i tt ee Repo rt No. 25.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

[Sil ence] There be i ng none, resumpt i on o f cons i dera t i on o f

% na teB i llNo.1271 i s now i n order.

Sena t or Dr il on. We are now i n t he per i od o f i n t crpella t i ons.

May I ask t he Cha i r t o recogn i ze Sen. Anna Dom i n i que M. L.
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Cosc t eng, t he pr i nc i pal sponsor o f tl _1e "2ea~ur:, ~n~ ~~1~~i ~or i t y
Leadcr, Scn. Tco fi s t oT. Gu i ngona Jr., for t he i n t e rpclla t i on.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Sen. Anna Dom_i n i ~~: M._ L.
Cose;~~~- i -s-;~~ogn i zed and-also t o i n t e rpella t e, t he M i nor i ty

Leader, Sen. Teo fi s t o T. Gu i ngona Jr.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres i den t , w i ll th e d i s t i ngu i shed lady

sponsor y i eld fo r some ques t i ons?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. May we know how many members o f t he

Pro f ess i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss i on are t here.

Sena t or Cose t eng . There are t hree members, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. They have how many Regula t ory Boards

under t hem?

Sena t or Cose t eng. There are 40 Regula t ory Boards.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Are t hese adm i n i s t ra t i vely under t he

Regula t o ry Comm i ss i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Adm i n i s tr a t i vely, as well as fo r t he

superv i s i on o f t hese Boards.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Can t hey d i sc i pl i ne?

Sena t or Cose t eng. For now, t hey make th e recommenda t i ons

t o t he Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Because t hese are regular members, fo r

example, o f t he med i cal pro f ess i on; t hey are members o f t he

nur_s i n~ as~oc i a t i ons. Under t he proposed b i ll, t hey w i ll be s tri c t ly
under t he Regula t o f) 1 Comm i ss i on. Would t ha t be correc t ?

Sena t or Cose t cng. Ycs, M r. Pres i den t.

~: ~~t ~~ Gu i ngona. ~ould t he members o f t ha t regula t ory
body besubj cc t t o suspens i on under t hc Pro fcss i onal Regula t i on
Comm i ss i on?

Se~a t or Cose t eng . Mr. Pres i den t , i t i s t he Pres i den t who
makes t he suspens i on order.

~~~~!or Gu i ngona. Can t hey be subj ec t t o hear i ngs and
con t empt ?

S--1~~-a~~r Cose t eng . ycs, M r. Pres i den t. All o f t hese arc done
w i t h due process.
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Sena t or Gu i ngona. A t presen t , t hey canno t be?

Sena t or Cose t eng. May I beg t he gen t leman's pardon. May

I have t he ques t i on aga i n, please.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. A t presen t , wha t i s t he na t ure o f t he

power o f t he Pro f ess i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. They can be suspended or t he i r l i cense

revoked i ft here i s any v i ola t i on o fl aws, code o f e t h i cs, and i f t he

ev i dence i s very s t rong. Also, t hey have t o go t hrough due

process, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. S i nce t he members o f t he Pro fe ss i onal

Regula t i on Comm i ss i on under t he proposed b i ll o f t he d i s t i n

gu i shed sponsor w i ll have more powers, may we know t he

qual i fi ca t i ons o f t he members o f t he Pro fe ss i onal Regula t i on

Comm i ss i on a t presen t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. They should be a t leas t 40 years old,

M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. A t leas t 40 years old.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s correc t , M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. May I beg t he sena t or's pardon, please.

Sena t or Cose t eng. A t leas t 40 years old. A t leas t he mus t

have fi ve years of managemen t exper i ence.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. A t leas t , he mus t have fi ve years o f
managemen t exper i ence.

Sena t or Cose t eng. And also, he mus t be a regi s t ered pro fc s

s i onal, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. May I beg t he pardon o f t he sponsor,

M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. He mus t be a regi s t ered pro fe ss i onal,

M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Any pro fe ss i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. He can be a mor t i c i an.

~en_a_t o r:_ Co_se t eng. I t has t o fa ll w i t h i n t he 40 spec i a lt y
boards, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. He can be a den t i s t.
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Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Suppos i ng he i s a nurse, can he be a

member o f t he Pro fess i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Bu t t he i n fl uence he would have over

t he nurs i ng exam i na t i on m i gh t have a con fli c t o f i n t eres t. How

w ill t h i s be resolved?

Sena t or Cose t eng. M r. Pres i den t , t he respons i b i l i t y would

be bas i cally adm i n i s t ra t i ve i n na t ure and t hey also perfor m

quas i - ju d i c i al fun c t i ons. They do no t d i rec t ly pa rt i c i pa t e i n t he

exam i na t i ons t ha t are gi ven.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Yes. Bu t suppos i ng t he w i fe has a

nurs i ng school, would t h i s not d i squal i fy h i m fr om be i ng a member

of t he Pro fess i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss i on because t ha t would

con fl i c t w i t h h i s du t i es t o ensure clean and cred i ble exam i na t i ons

aga i ns t t he passage o f t he nurses i n t he school o f t he w i fe ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Ac t ually , Mr. Pres i den t , the compu t er i za

t i on t hrus t o f t he PRC seeks t o prec i sely ex t i ngu i sh t h i s k i nd o f a

s i t ua t i on because ques t i ons are chosen a t random. And t ha t , I

suppose, i f a t all t here are go i ng t o be leakages or any o f t hese

anomal i es, even i f t he person concerned i s no t a member o f t he

board, t here may be o t her ways t o c i rcumven t wha t t he ac t ual

prac t i ce should be. Bu t as we know, t he compu t eri za t i on process

would el i m i na t e t he r i sk o f t h i s happen i ng.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I would l i ke t o t hank t he sponsor for

t ha t bu t I am no t t alk i ng abou t compu t er i za t i on ye t. We are

j us t on t he qua li fi ca t i ons o f t he members o f the Pro fe ss i onal

Regula t i on Comm i ss i on.

Sena t or Cose t eng. M r. Pres i den t , i fl mayju s t be allowed t o
clar i f y . The fea ro fo ur M i nor i t y Leader i s t ha t i fa school belongs

t o, for example, t he w i fe o f a member of t he board, tha t opens t ha t
school or gi ves t he school access t o ques t i ons t ha t perhaps would

fav or t he s tuden t s com i ng fr om t ha t pa rt i cular schoo l. Is t ha t wha t

t he M i nor i t y Leader was t ry i ng t o dr i ve a t ?

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Ycs. Because amongs t the qual i fi ca t i ons

t ha t were men t i oned—40 years old, belongi ng t o a pro fess i on)

t here i s no d i squal i fi ca t i on o f a member o f t he Pro fess i onal

Regula t i on Comm i ss i on hav i ng a w i f e who possesses and runs a

schoo l.

Sena t or Cose t eng. For now, Mr. Pres i den t , t h i s i s no t part
o f the qual i fi ca t i ons. Bu t i f t he M i nor i ty Leader sees i t fi t , I

t h i nk i t i s qu i t e val i d. In t he per i od o f amendmen t s, t ha t can be

a proh i b i t i on or t ha t can be a d i squal i fi ca t i on t ha t may be i ncor

pora t ed i n t he fi nal b i l l. However, t he presen t s i t ua t i on i s such t ha t
even t he exam i ners t hemselves do no t know wha t t he ques t i ons

arc go i ng t o be because t he ques t i ons are ac t ually chosen at
random. So t here i s no se t o f ques t i ons t ha t may be known t o
every body way be for e t he exam i na t i ons are gi ven.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. We w i ll come t o t he ques t i on s t age la t er

on. Wha t I am only ask i ng for are t he qual i fi ca t i ons and t he

poss i ble con fl i c t o f i n t eres t s.

May we know t he members o f t he Pro fess i onal Regula t i on

Comm i ss i on now?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The cha i rman i s M r. Hermogenes Pobre.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. In wha t pro fess i on i s he?

Sena t or Cose t eng. He i s a CPA-lawyer, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. The members, please?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Al fo nso Abad, who i s a lawyer, and

Avel i na de la Rea-Tan who i s a CPA.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Therefor e, i f t hese members would con

t i nue, very good. Bu t I would l i ke t o know i f t here had been

i ns t ances i n t he pas t where t here were con fli c t s o f i n t eres t s
be t ween a member o f the Pro fes s i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss i on

and t he conduc t o f exam i na t i ons?

Sena t orCose t eng. So far, accord in g t o Cha i . nan Pobre, th ere

1s none.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Was t here no t an i ns t ance where t he w i fe
o f a comm i ss i oner was opera t i ng a school for nurs i ng?

Sena t or Cose t eng. I t h i nk t he person concerned i s Mr.

Mend i e t a. Accord i ng t o Cha i rman Pobre, t ha t was j us t an allega

t i on, bu t i t has no t been proven. The gen t leman concerned has

been separa t ed fr om t he PRC.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. W i ll t he d i s t i ngu i shed sponsor, a t t he

proper t i me o f amendmen t , agree?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t. I t h i nk i t i s val i d and

I personally apprec i a t e t ha t i npu t fr om t he M i nor i t y Leader t o
avo i d such suspi c i ons or t o avo i d t he spec t acle o f such an

anomaly .

Sena t or Gu i ngona. How are the members o ft he exam i na t i on

board chosen? Are t hey chosen upon recommenda t i on o f the

assoc i a t i ons concerned o f t he i r respec t i ve pro fess i on?
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Sena t or Cose t eng. The accred i t ed organ i _za t i~n n~~ i na~es

themcmbers, and thcse are subm i tt ed t o the Pres i den t for

approva l.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. In many i ns t ances, there are two~~~~~

organ i za t i ons such as i n arch i t ec tu re and engin eeri ng. Would

fu ; i;-;;spec ti ve bod i es be allowed t o recommend under the

presen t sys t em?

Sena t or Cose t eng. In t he case o f arch i t ec tur e, t he accred i t ed

organ i za t i on i s th e Un i t ed Arch i t ec t s o f th e Ph i l i ppi n~s, wh i ch i s
th ; UAP. It i s t he only accred i t ed organ i za t i on a t t he momen t

that nom i na t es these members.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Who gi ves the accred i t a t i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The PRC, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Would t h i s no t be arb i tr ary?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Th i s has been a bone o f con t en t i on. In

fac t , i n t he hear i ngs, t here have been very hea t ed argumen t s fo r

and aga i ns t t he i ssue o f accred i t a t i on. Th i s s i t uat i on does no t
ex i s t i n o ther spec i al ty boards. Th i s con fli c t i s more o fa s i tua t i on

or a real i ty i n t he case o f th e arch i t ec t s.

Th i s be i ng the s i tua t i on, we have asked them t o ge t t oge t her

and se tt le t he i r d i ff erences t hemselves because in t he o t her

spec i al ty boards, the accred i t ed organ i za t i on i s some t i mes t he

only one. In th e case where there are many o ther organ i za t i ons t ha t
are no t accred i t ed, they s t i ll recogn i ze t he accred i t ed organ i za t i on

as t he umbrella organ i za t i on.

As a ma tt er o f fac t , t h i s represen t a t i on has even brough t up
t he i dea t o t he Arch i t ec tu re Board and t o t he accred i t ed organ i 
za ti on, t he UAP, fo r them t o cons i der a s i tua t i on where we can have

an IBP-l i ke s i tua t i on (I n t egra t ed Bar o f t he Ph i l i ppi nes) where t he

m i nu t e one becomes a l i censed pro fess i onal, t hen he au t oma t i 
cally belongs t o t ha t organ i za t i on. However, t ha t i s s t ill open t o
deba t e, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Tha t i s l i ke a company un i on.

Sena t or Cose t eng. So fa r, I suppose t ha t i s t he s i tua t i on. It
w~ll be very d i ffi cu lt fo r th i s representa t i on or t he comm i tt ee t o j us t
arb i trari ly i mpose t h i s s i tu a t i on on t he pro fe ss i onals.

'Sena t or Gu i ngona. For example, i n the school o f med i c in e,

how many members would be recommended by t he Med i cal

Assoc i a t i on fo r appo i n tmen t t o t he Regula t ory Board?

Sena t or Cose t eng. It nom i na t es a t leas t fi ve fo r eve ry
vacancy .
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Sena t or Gu i ngona. How many w ill be chosen?

Sena t or Cose t eng. For every vacancy, one.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Each Board has how many members?

Sena t or Cose t eng. There are s i x members i n t he case o f
Med i c i ne and fi ve members i n o t hers.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So t he s i x members would serve fo r

how long?

Sena t or Co~e t eng. Each serves fo r a per i od o f t hree years.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. And they would all be recommended

by the same assoc i a t i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The Ph i l i ppi ne Med i cal Assoc i a t i on.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Ou t o f the s i x, how many would be

recommended?

Sena t or Cose t eng. For every vacancy , i t would nom i na t e
fi ve.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. In t he b ill , the lady sena t or i s cons i der

i ng gi v i ng broad powers t o t he Comm i ss i on. Bu t be fo re I go i n t o
the broad powers, may I know i f the fo re i gn pro f ess i onals w ill be

allowed t o come here and prac t i ce under t he World Trade Orga

n i za t i on Trea ty? For example, can a doc t or fr om the Un i t ed S t a t es

come and prac t i ce med i c i ne here i n t he Ph i l i ppi nes w i t hou t go i ng
thr ough t he usual exam i na t i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. A t t he momen t , t he prov i s i on under t he

GATT-WTO i s no t au t oma t i c. As a ma t t er o f fa c t , I t h i nk i t i s s t i ll

under nego t i a t i on. There are, however, o ther i ns t ances where

fo re i gn pro fess i onals have i n fac t been prac t i c i ng i n t he coun try .
And t h i s aga i n has been brough t up i n almos t all o f our comm i tt ee

hear i ngs prec i sely because t he fo re i gn pro fess i onals are able t o
sk i rt or t o dodge the law proh i b i t i ng t he prac t i ce here unless t hey
are gi ven a pe . n i t by t he PRC and t he Depart men t o f Labo r.

If we ask t he PRC, M r. Pres i den t—and I have asked th i s
ques ti on several t i mes as i fl share t he concern and, perhaps, t he

apprehens i on o f t he d i s t i ngu i shed gen t leman abou t wha t could

happen—no t a s i ngle fo re i gn pro fess i onal has ac t ually been

gi ven a l i cense t o prac t i ce i n t he coun try . Bu t i f we go around t he

bus i ness areas, we w i ll fi nd t ha t t here are b i llboards fo r t h i s or t ha t
par ti cular arch i t ec t or engi neer, or engin eer i ng fi rm. They i den t i fy
t hemselves as consul t an t s.

So t h i s i s one o f t he problems t ha t I hope t he PRC w i ll be able
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t o address t he m i nu t e i t i s gi ven a li t tl e more t ee t h i n i mplemen t i ng
t he law. In fac t , i t has also made repo rt s t o law en for cemen t agen t s
concern i ng t h i s ma t t e r. We have also made represen t a t i ons w i t h
t he Ph i l i ppi ne Na t i onal Pol i ce and t he NBI, bu t so far the se have

no t y i elded concre t e resu lt s, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Tha t i s t he presen t s t a t us. Bu t what
I am ask i ng i s: Under t he WTO Trea t y t ha t we have adhered

t o, can fo re i gn pro fes s i onals prac t i ce here i n t he Ph i l i ppi nes

w i t hou t hav i ng t o undergo an exam i na t i on as requ i red for

F i l i pi nos?

Sena t or Cose t eng. A t a la t er da t e, M r. Pres i den t , the mu tua l

recogn i t i on arrangemen t would even t ually be fi nal i zed and t h i s
can be a rec i procal s i tua t i on. However, t here are o t her de t a i ls t hat
have t o be fl eshed ou t. For example, the educat i onal qual i fi ca

ti ons, l i cens i ng requ i remen t s, e t ce t era, w ill have t o be fu l fi lled and

t echn i cal s t andards w i ll s t i ll have t o be ma i n t a i ned. Prec i sely , we

are now mak i ng t hese adj ustmen t s i n t he d i ff eren t pro f ess i ons so

tha t our pro fess i onals would be a t par w i t h o t hers, and t ha t under

t he pr i nc i ple ofr ec i proc i ty our pro fes s i onals would also be gi ven

t he same pr i v i lege, t he l i cense t o prac t i ce i n t hose coun tr i es a ft er

fu l fi ll i ng t hese requ i remen t s.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So under t he Trea ty , i t i s no t au t oma t i c?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. There would s t i ll have t o be rules and

regula t i ons. Is t ha t a correc t s t at emen t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. May we know t he rules and regula t i ons?

Because tha t would be add i ng ce rt a i n requ i rements , and we would

l i ke t o know who would prescr i be t he rules and by wha t au t hor i ty .
If t he t rade t rea t y i s no t clear o f i t sel f , I do no t know whe t her t he

Pro f ess i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss i on could promulga t e new rules

requ i r i ng f u rt her qual i fi ca t i ons for for e i gn pro fes s i onals t o

prac t i ce here.

Sena t or Cose t eng . There are i n t erna t i onal s t andards t ha t
have t o be fo llowed, M r. Pres i den t. It i s no t up t o t he PRC t o
de t erm i ne wha t s t andards arc t o be se t. I suppose i n t he d i scus

s i ons be t ween t he d i ff eren t coun t r i es t ha t are i nvolved, t hese

i n t erna t i onal s t andards would preva i l.

For example, i n t he case o f mar i ne o ffi cers, t he I~O _ha_~

se t ce rt a i n gu i del i nes or cr i t er i a wh i ch have t o be -~ert_i fi ed: ! f
t hey mee t th ese cr i t er i a, t hey w ill have t o be cert i fi ed, _and !n

t hat s i tua t i on t hey are el i gi ble for h i r i ng as crew members i n

oceango i ng vessels.

So I be li eve t ha t each o f t he 40 d i ff eren t spec i al ty boards w ill
now have t o also do t he i r homework and come up w i t h s t andards

t ha t w ill make t hem up- t o-dat e.

In l i ne w i t h t h i s, M r. Pres i den t , we also have t o solve t he

i mmed i a t e problem o f d i plomas and ce rt i fi ca t es t ha t are for sale,

because, obv i ously , t he publ i c documen t t oday has los t some o f
i t s i n t egr i ty . And i f we would l i ke t o be compe t i t i ve globally , t h i s
prac t i ce w ill have t o be curbed so t ha t each and every pro fe ss i onal

w ill ce rt a i nly work hard fo r h i s l i cense or for h i s d i ploma i ns t ead

o f go i ng t o Rec t o or Moray t a t o buy d i ploma for P200, as t h i s i s
be i ng t he prac t i ce now.

So t he PRC has been clampi ng down on t h i s, M r. Pres i den t.
I am very happy t o repo rt t o t he Chamber t ha t the Cha i rman o f t he

PRC has also been qu i t e v i gi lan t i n pol i c i ng t hese ranks.

Also, i n l i ne w i t h t he t echn i cal s t andards and t he educa t i onal

s t andards t hat are t o be se t by t he i n t erna t i onal organ i za t i ons, I

would l i ke t o i n for m our honorable colleagues t ha t t he CHED has

also been brough t i n t o t he pi c tur e t o ascert a i n t ha t schools

o ff er i ng courses t hat lead t o t hese degrees and even t ually pro

duce t hese pro f ess i onals w i ll upgrade t he i r fac i l i t i es.

In accoun t ancy, for example, t here are 400 schools o f
accoun t ancy , and more t han 100 o f t hem have no t produced a

s i ngle accoun t an t. Th i s i s really was t i ng t u i t i on money o f our

c1 t 1zens.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I would l i ke t o t hank t he d i s t i ngu i shed

lady sena t or for t ha t. Who de t erm i nes whe t her a pro f ess i on

becomes a pro fes s i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. These are all de t erm i ned by law, M r. Pres

i den t. There are laws t ha t cover each o f t hese pro fes s i ons.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Is ballroom danc i ng a pro fess i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No t t ha t I know o f , as a regula t ed

pro fe ss i on. I t i s a pro fe ss i on.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I t i s an underground pro f ess i on now.

Sena t or Cose t eng. I suppose we can use o t her words t o
descr i be i t , bu t i t i s no t a regula t ed pro fe ss i on, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Is t he Pro fe ss i onal Regula t i on Comm i s

s i on t h i nk i ng o f mak i ng ballroom danc i ng a pro fe ss i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. I t w i ll depend on Congress, M r. Pres i den t.
Because i t i s t he law t ha t de t erm i nes whe t her a pro fe ss i on i s t o be

regula t ed by t he PRC or no t.
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I bel i eve t ha t all these pro fess i ons t ha t _are ~e~ul~ t ~d br~~:

PRChavevery clcareduca t i onal cr i t cr i aand t echn i cal s t andards

t ha t t hcy havc t o adhcre t o, e t ce t era. I do no t know i f ballroom

danc i ng qual i fi es under t ha t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Thank you, Mr. Pres i den t. Is ~he d i s~ i n

gu i shcd lady Sena t or sayi ng t ha t t he dc t erm i na t i on o f a pro fes

s i on i s t o be dec i ded upon by Congress only and no t by t he

Pro fess i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng . The PRC o ffi c i als ce rt a i nly have a say on

t ha t , M r. Pres i den t. They a tt end all our hear i ngs, and i f t hey are

go i ng t o obj ec t on val i d grounds …

Sena t or Gu i ngona. No, what I mean i s, can t hey, on the ir own,

dec i de whe t her an undert ak i ng becomes a pro fess i on or does i t
have t o pass t hrough Congress?

Sena t or Cose t eng. An assoc i a t i on mus t necessari ly be

organ i zed t o govern t he part i cular pro fess i on, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So i t need no t pass t hrough Congress?

Sena t or Cose t eng. We have t o enac t a law cover i ng tha t
part i cular pro fess i on i f i t has t o be regula t ed by t he PRC,

M r. Pres i den t.

For example, i n t he case o fl andscape arch i t ectu re, t here i s a

b i ll pend i ng on t h i s, and i t should be up, perhaps, fo r d i scuss i on

on t he fl oorpre t ty soon. Tha t i s one o f t he pro fess i ons. The group
o fl andscape arch i t ec t s have fo . ned an organ i za t i on. They have

a par t i cular curri culum where each and every one o f them w i ll have

t o fi n i sh. They have se t a code o f e t h i cs. So, we deem i t fi t t ha t
the landscape arch i t ec t s should be one o f t he pro fess i ons t o be

regula t ed by t he PRC, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So t he PRC canno t on i t s own declare an

unde rt ak i ng o f a pro fess i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I see. How abou t t he med i cal t echnology
pro fess i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s a regula t ed pro fess i on, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. How abou t rad i ology?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

~ena t or Gu i ngona. Have all o f t hese undergone congres
s i onal approval?
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Sena t or Cose t eng . Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Jus t t o be clear be fo re I leave t he fo re i gn

pro fess i onals.

Le t us t ake, fo rexample, a doc t or who i s a fo re i gn pro fess i ona l.
He comes t o t he Ph i l i ppi nes and wan t s t o exerc i se h i s pro fess i on.

Can he do so au t oma t i cally i nvok i ng t he World Trade Organ i za

t i on Trea t y? He i s a gradua t e o fa good school abroad and has all

t he qual i fi ca t i ons necessary i n h i s coun t ry . He comes here and

says, "We have an i n t erna t i onal t rea t y and I am com i ng here t o
exerc i se my pro fess i on." Can he do t ha t w i t hou t i n t erven t i on fr om

t he PRC?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The fo re i gn pro fess i onals w i ll have t o
apply, Mr. Pres i den t. In th i s pa rt i cular case, t he rec i proc i ty law

appl i es and t hey w i ll have t o produce an au t hen t i c copy o f the law

allow i ngrec i proc i ty .

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So i t i s no t au t oma t i c?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Ifth ere i s no rec i proc i ty , t hen th ey canno t
prac t i ce?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s correc t , bu t t here i s an except i on,

Mr. Pres i den t. Except fo r med i cal m i ss i onar i es, they are no t t o.

charge any fee. The ir med i cal serv i ces are t o be perfo rmed fr ee o f
charge.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. How abou t mov i e ac t ors? Can mov i e
ac t ors come here and engage i n mov i e produc t i on w i t hou t t he

i n t erven t i on o f t he PRC?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mov i e ac t ors are no t regula t ed,

M r. Pres i den t. They do no t fa ll under t he PRC.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. They j us t become pres i den t s. [Laugh

t er]

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t. There i s no cons t i 
t u t i onal proh i b i t i on aga i ns t ac t ors becom i ng pres i den t s.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I t hank t he lady sena t or fo r t ha t answer,

M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Some t i mes t hey make be tt er pres i den t s,

M r. Pres i den t. [Laugh t er]

Sena t or Gu i ngona. In t he pas t , t here were leakages t ha t
t ook place i n t he exam i na t i ons conduc t ed by t he PRC, pa rt i cularly



Tuesday, March 2, 1999
RECORD OF THE SENATE !11 t erpella t i o11s re S. No. 12 n

i n t he med i cal board exam i na t i on where almos t all t op exam i nees

came fr om one college. Would t ha t be a correc t s t a t emen t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t mus t have been t he case o f t he

Fa t i ma College, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Ycs. May we know wha t happened t o t h i s
con t rovers i al case? Because t he exam i nees almos t go t t he same

ra t i ngs.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Ri gh t now, t here are only t hree cases o f
s t uden t s le f t. The case i s s t i ll pend i ng i n t he Supreme Cour t. The

o t hers had t o re t ake t he exam i na t i on and t hey passed.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So t he t hree arc ask i ng fo r a recons i der

a t i on. Is t ha t correc t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The case i s now pend i ng i n t he Supreme

Cou rt .

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Does t he sponsor mean t ha t t here i s a

pro t es t aga i ns t t hem?

Sena t or Cose t eng. They would l i ke t o t ake t he i r oa t h as

pro fe ss i onals. However, t he PRC i s s t and i ng pa t and i s no t
allow i ng i t , M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. May we know on wha t ground t he PRC's

obj ec t i ons are based upon?

Sena t or Cosc t eng. M r. Pres i den t , I bel i eve i t i s because o f t he

s t a t i s t i cal i mprobab i l i t y tha t t hey had a tt a i ned such scores. The

PRC seems t o be hold i ng i t s ground because i t bel i eves t ha t t here

was d i shones t y i n t ha t par t i cular case.

A t 4:00 p.111.. t he Pres i den t Pro Tempore rel i nqu i shed t he

Cha i r t o Sen. Juan M. F!av i er.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. May we pause fo ra m i nu t e and acknowl

edge t ha t t here i s a new pres i den t pres i d i ng.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. In o t her words, t he

M i nor i t y has t aken ove r. [Laugh t er} Please con t i nue.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. W i t h t ha t , t hank you, M r. Pres i den t.

I t i s good t ha t t he PRC i s s t and i ng pa t on i t s ground t o obj ec t
because o f s t a t i s t i cal i mprobab i l i t y , and I hope t ha t t he t ru t h w ill
come ou t i n t he en <l . The remedy o f t hese leakages i s i n compu t 

er i za t i on. Would t ha t be correc t under t h i s b i ll?

Sena t or Cose t eng . Ycs, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Bu t compu t er i za t i on i s also handled by
men. Can t he compu t er i za t i on no t be compu t er i zed also fo r

dagdag-bawas as i n t he case o f Sena t ors B i azon and P i men t el?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Accord i ng t o t he cha i nnan, t hey have

t aken sa fe t y precau t i ons eve ry s t ep o f t he way . The ques t i ons

are—we can call i t-ra ffl ed so t ha t th ere i s no clear se t o f ques t i ons

t ha t are d i ssem i na t ed or t h i s i n fo rma t i on i s no t d i ssem i na t ed t o
any one person a t any one t i me. As a ma tt er o f fa c t , even t he

exam i ners are no t pr i vy t o t he na t ure o f t hese exam i na t i ons.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Wha t sa fe guards o t her t han no t know

i ng t he ques t i ons….Who would fo rmula t e t he ques t i ons?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The ques t i ons are fo rmulat ed by t he

exam i ners, Mr. Pres i den t. These are t hen depos i t ed i n a da t a bank,

and t hese represen t some t h i ng l i ke 2,000 t es t ques t i ons.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Who pi cks ou t t he ques t i ons t o be gi ven

on t ha t part i cular exam i na t i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Through random i za t i on, M r. Pres i den t.
It i s almos t l i ke lo tt o so t ha t i t i s t he compu t er t ha t even t ually
pi cks ou t t he t es t ques t i ons.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. When t he t es t ques t i ons are fi nally
chosen, t he same w i ll be known t o t he exam i ners an<l t he i r
secre t ar i es. W i ll t hey no t ?

Sena t or Cose t cng. The ques t i ons are <le t erm i ned a few hours

be fo re t he ac t ual exam i na t i on. They all gat her i n a small room.

These where all t hese i n fo rma t i on rema i n con ti <lcn t i al, M r. Pres

i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. W i ll t here be no way t ha t t he ques t i ons

can be conveyed t o ou t s i ders?

Sena t or Cose t eng. I doub t very much, M r. Pres i den t. Le t us

say t ha t i ft hcrc are a t housand exam i nees, t he ques t i ons are gi ven

i n less t han t wo hours be fo re t he exams.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Two hours be fo re t he exam i s good

enough; bu t i n t wo hours' t i me, i f t he ques t i ons arc purchased a t
a very h i gh degree cons i der i ng t ha t t he argumen t o f some i s t ha t ,
anyway , one can recover wha t he i nves t ed i n t he acqu i s i t i on o f
ques t i ons as i n t he case o f mar i ne capt a i ns, o ffi cers, e t cc tern. ls

t here no o t her way ou t ? Can we no t i nsula t e t h i s f ur t her?

Sena t or Cosc t en g. Perhaps i n t he pas t , M r. Pres i den t.
I t h i nk t he PRC, espec i ally under t h i s adm i n i s t ra t i on / i s qu i t e
cer t a i n t ha t leakages are go i ng t o be i mposs i ble, unless someone

can come up w i t h a be tt er i dea o f how t o leak t hese ques t i ons ou t.
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If a t all,we tru s t t heNBI, t hereareNBIagen t s i ns i deandou!s i de

o f thcroom. Thereareno w in dows i n t he room and t here 1s no

t elephone. I do no t know i f th ey are allowed t o carry cellular

phones. There are no cellular phones e i t her. Wha t abou t t he

M~rse code? There i s no Morse code e i ther.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I am glad t o hear t ha t _ ~~s~ sa fe ty
mea;u-r~~ are be i ng~nde rt aken. The PRC has no j ur i sd i c t i on over

d i ploma m ill s, do t hey?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, Mr. Pres i den t. It i s the Comm i ss i on

on Higher Educa t i on. However, t he PRC and o~r Com~ i tt e: on

C i v i l Serv i ce and Governmen t Reorgan i za t i on have unde rt aken

measures t o ensure t ha t pressure i s placed on th e shoulders o f the

CHED. In fa c t , las t year, we were able t o close down a number o f
schools) less t han t en schools I bel i eve were closed down.

Several schools were gi ven warn i ngs, wh i le others are now on

proba t i on. These schools s t and t o lose the i r l i censes i f th ey do no t
comply w i t h t he bas i c m i n i mum requ i rements fo r equ i pmen t ,
facul t y , tr a i n i ng, upgrad i ng, e t ce t era.

I would l i ke t o i n fo rm th e Chamber t ha t i t i s no t w i thou t i ts
own con tr oversy; i t i s no t w i thou t i t s own d i ffi cult i es, bu t at
leas t t ha t was a s t ep t owards t ha t d i rec t i on because o f
th e prol i fe ra t i on o f schools t ha t do no t mee t no t j us t local

s t andards, bu t even worse, i n t erna t i onal s t andards. Some o f
t he so-called mar i ne academ i es are j us t made of n i pa hu t s and

t hey can gradua t e hundreds o f studen t s. O t her schools o f
accoun t ancy have no t produced any gr adua t es t ha t passed

t he l i censure exam i na t i ons. We have schools o f educa t i on t hat
have no t produced even a s i ngle t eacher, and i t has become

r i d i culous, Mr. Pres i den t.

Las t year, some t h i ng l i ke 113,000 t ook the exam fo r t eachers

and only abou t 30,000 passed t he exam. I t h i nk t he CHED i s
~ow ~ore v i gi lan t because i t knows t ha t t he PRC i s breath i ng
down i t s neck.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Yes, t here are naval schools or merchan t
mar i ne colleges l i ke t he one i n S t a. Mesa wh i ch fi gured ou t in a

~on tr oversy some years back. There was no t only a hea t ed deba t e
~u t even some phys i cal con fr on t a t i ons. Wa; t h i s because o f
fund i ng fr om abroad or gran t s fr om mar i ne i ns ti tu ti ons abr~ad?

S~na t or Cose t eng. The Lacson Founda t i on i n Ilo i lo and a

school i n Cebu are rec i pi en t s o f fo re i gn gran t s.

S~na.t ~r ?,u i n~ona. The one i n S t a. Mesa t ha t fi gured ou t i n
a phys i cal heal i ng I t h i nk o f …

~ena t ~~ Cose t eng. Is t ha t t he Ph i l i ppi ne Merchan t Mar i ne
Academy , M r. Pres i den t ?

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Yes, some t h i ng l i ke t ha t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s no longer there. I be li eve i t i s i n
Zambales now. The PRC i s no t aware o f t he case i n po i n t , Mr.

Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So the j ur i sd i c t i on o f i mprov i ng th e

qual i ty o f educa t i on belongs t o CHED?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s correc t , Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. And the role o fth e Ph ili ppin e Regula t i on

Comm i ss i on i s t o po i n t ou t the de fec ts t o mon i t or the pe rf ormance

o f pro fess i onals, i s tha t correc t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. To mon i t or t he qual i ty o f graduat es and

t o de t erm i ne, t hrough t he ac tual t es t resul t s, t he perfo rmance or

t he fi tness o f t hese schools.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Are there many d i ff eren t grades o f
t eachers?

Sena t or Cose t eng. These are elemen t ary and secondary
only , Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. These are only elemen t ary and second

ary . In o t her words, t here i s only one exam i na t i on fo r t eachers?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s correc t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. If one passes tha t exam i na t i on then there

i s no need fo r fu rt her upgrad i ng t o pr i nc i pal, e t ce t era?

Sena t or Cose t eng. To be able t o t each i n the secondary
schools, t he t eachers mus t spec i a li ze on the subj ec t. They mus t
spec i al i ze i n tha t pa rt i cular subj ec t t ha t they would l i ke t o t each

i n the secondary school, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I a~ ask i ng th i s because in many places

i n t he coun try , there i s a no t ed lack o f qual i fi ed t eachers and so

t hey have t empora ry des i gna t i ons. Is tha t correc t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s correc t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. By v i rtu e o f an exam i na t i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. M r. Pres i den t , the problem o f lack o f
t eachers may be a t tr i bu t ed t o t he fa c t t ha t many t eachers do no t
occupy t each i ng pos i t i ons. Wha t happens i s, as we have ob

served i n many cases, t eachers are asked t o do adm i n i s tr a t i ve work

or non t each i ng work. Th i s i s one o f the reasons why t here i s lack

o f t eachers. In o t her cases, t eachers choose t o go abroad because

be fo re t he i mplemen t a t i on o ft he Sala ry S tandard i za t i on Law, th e
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salar i es o f t eachers i n governmen t were ve ry low. Today, salar i es

o f t eachers i n governmen t exceed t ha t o f t he pr i va t e schools.

The o t her i ssue t ha t may be ra i sed i n connec t i on w i t h t he 1-ack

o f t eachers i s, some t eachers do no t wan t t o go t o far - fl ung areas

because o f t he peace and order or d i ffi cu lt l i v i ngcond i t i ons so t ha t

many o f t hese schools have d i ffi cul ty i n a t tr ac t i ng t eachers t o
work i n t hose areas.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So a t emporary t eacher who i s duly
des i gnat ed canno t become a regular t eacher j us t by t he mere fac t
t ha t he or she has been t each i ng for so many years?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, M r. Pres i den t. He or she mus t have

a t leas t passed t he l i censure exam i na t i on fo r t eachers.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Even i n areas where t here i s a sharpened

sho rt age o f t eachers?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t , because the re i s really
no pe . nanency i n t he place where t he t eacher i s ass i gned. He may
be ass i gned i n a par t i cular school t oday and he may be reass i gned

i n areas where cond i t i ons are no t so harsh or no t so severe.

In some s i t ua t i ons, even non t eachers are asked t o t ake on

t each i ng j obs prec i sely because o f t h i s lack o f t eachers,

M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Yes, bu t t he d i ff erence i s, i n t he sala ry .

The sala ry o f a t emporary t eacher i s much, much lower t han t ha t

o f a regular t eache r.

Sena t or Cose t eng. They have wha t we call para t eachers,

M r. Pres i den t. They are no t regular t eachers.

I t h i nk t he Secre t ary o f Educa t i on t oday has rev i ewed the

regular plan t i lla pos i t i ons i n t he Depa rt ment o fE duca t i on, Cu lt ure

and Spo rt s. It has been under t he process o fr eorgan i za t i on w i t h i n

t he Depar t men t o f Educa t i on, Cu lt ure and Spor t s, prec i sely, t o
address t h i s need. W i t h t hese moves o f t he DECS o ffi c i als, t h i s

problem could be answered i n t he i mmed i a t e t erm.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Thank you, Mr. Pres i den t.

May we know how much t he Pro fes s i onal Regula t i on Com

m i ss i on collec t s ou t o f fees and charges a t presen t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. M r. Pres i den t , exam i na t i on fee s ~a-~~e

fr om P400 t o P600; regi s t ra t i on fee s range fr om P300_ t o P400;

annual l i cense fees rang~ fr om P90 t o Pl 00; replacemen t f ~es_ra~ge

fr om P 150 t o P200; ce rt i fi ca t i on fees range fr om P50 t o P60; ~ocke~

fees range fr om p 150 t o P300; i nspec t i on fee i s P 1,000; and

accred i t a t i on fee i s P2,000. From t hese fee s and charges, t he PRC

was able t o generat e P205 m i ll i on as o f December 31, 1998.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Where do t he fu nds go? Do t hese fu nds

go t o t he general fu nd?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Under t he proposed measure, would t he

Pro fes s i onal Regulat i on Comm i ss i on rece i ve a po rt i C'...or the

t o t al i ty o f t he i mproved fees?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Under the proposed measure, 7 5 percen t
o f th i s fu nd would be le ft t o t he agency fo r i t s use, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. The 75 percen t. And i t i s es t i ma t ed tha t
t h i s amoun t o fP 205 m ill i on w i ll grow t remendously .

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s correc t , M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Wha t i s the es t i ma t ed amoun t t ha t w i ll be

collec t ed fr om t hese fees cons i der i ng t ha t t here w i ll be more

pro fes s i ons, more regula t ed bod i es, e t ce t era?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The tr end i s t o i ncrease depend i ngon the

popula t i on, M r. Pres i den t. So far , t he proj ec t i on i s, more or less,

P320 mill i on.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. And 75 percen t o f tha t i s a ve ry subs t an

t i al sum. F i rs t , we do no t m i nd i f t he members o f t he Pro fess i onal

Regula ti on Comm i ss i on are t he presen t members, bu t t here may
be changes or t here w i ll be changes i n t he fu t ure.

Second, would t h i s no t v i ola t e t he "one- fun d concept "
enshr i ned i n our Cons t i tu t i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. A pa rt o f t h i s fund w i ll go t o t he decen

tr al i za t i on e ff o rt o f tl 1e PRC, Mr. Pres i den t , because i t i s now go i ng
t o decen tr al i ze and prov i de eve ry regi on w i t h a regi onal o f fi ce. The

purpose o f t h i s regi onal i za t i on i s t o correc t t he presen t s i t ua t i on

where persons i n d i ff eren t regi ons have t o go t o c i ty cen t ers where

t he exams arc held. In mos t cases, t he i r l i censes arc i ssued i n

Man i la.

The decen t ral i za t i on t hrus t w i ll necessar i ly requ i re more

fun ds, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. How much w i ll go t o t he compu t e ri za t i on

program?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Th i s has no t been de t erm i ned ye t. A

pres i den t i al order has been released, I bel i eve, t wo mon t hs ago,

395



* erpella t i ons re S. No. 1271
RECORD OF THE SENATE

Vol. Ill, No. 69

)
i den t i fy i ng t he Na t i onal Compu t er Cen t er as th e agen?y t hat
;~~ldbe i ~a be tt er pos i ti on t o de t enn i ne how t he compu t eri za ti on

o f each agency would go, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Can we have t he bene fi t o f a proposal

fr om th e Comm i ss i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So that a t t he proper per i od, we can

propose some changes.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. May we know what addi ti onal powers are

proposed under th i s measure t o be gi ven t o th e Comm i ss i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Prev i ously , the Comm i ss i on would j us t
adm i n i s t er, i mplemen t and enforce the regula t ory pol i c i es o f t he

na ti onal governmen t fo r regula t i on and l i cens i ng. Th i s t i me,

should t h i s b i ll mee t Congress'approval, i t w i ll prescr i be, i ssue

and promulga t e t he rules and regula t i ons t o govern t he adm i n i s

tr ati on, implemen t a t i on and en fo rcemen t o f th e regula t o ry pol i c i es

o f t he governmen t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. It w ill have the power o f con t empt.

Sena t or. Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t , i n adm i n i s t ra t i ve

cases.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. It w i ll have t he power t o suspend.

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s s t i ll recommenda t ory i n t ha t case.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. It w i ll have t he power t o i mpose fi nes.

Se~a t or Coset en g. The fi nes t o be i mposed w ill have t o be
de t erm i ned by th e court.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So, i t canno t i mpose fi nes.

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, M r. Pres i den t.

~~na t ~r ~u~ngona. How can i t d i sc i pl in e t he members o f t he
regula t o ry body?

~~~~:o.~ Cose t ~ng. It can ac tually suspend li censes orrevoke
l i censes o f th e regular pro fess i onals, Mr. Pres i den t .

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I t can suspend t he l i censes.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Or revoke, Mr. Pres i den t.
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Sena t or Gu i ngona. Subj ec t t o appeal, o f course.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. What o t her spec i fi c powers? Are t hose

t he only powers con t empla t ed i n t h i s measure?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Ano t her fea t ure o f the measure pert a i ns

t o t he prac t i ce o f any pro fess i on by a fo re i gn na t i onal i n t he

coun try . Fore i gn na t i onals who i n t end t o prac ti ce i n t he coun try
would have t o be gr an t ed a l i cense t o prac t i ce by t he PRC. They
would have t o apply t o t he PRC fo r a spec i al pe . n i t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. In o t her words, the fo re i gnpro fe ss i onals

would s t ill need a l i cense fr om t he Comm i ss i on.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Dur i ng t he hear i ngs, t here was a com

pla in t abou t t he prac t i ce o f some fo re i gners i n t he fi eld o f arch i 
t ec tu re. May we know wha t happened t o t ha t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. For now, t hese fo re i gners are here as

ca t egor i zed under our o ther laws. Some o f t hem are here as

t our i s t s; some o f t hem come and are ca t egor i zed as consul t an t s;

some o f them fo llow the prac t i ce o f hav i ng a F i l i pi no w1ders tu dy
t o legi t i m i ze the i r s t ay here. Th i s i s prec i sely wha t ourpro f ess i on

als have been compla i n i ng abou t because i t i s a v i rt ual c i rcumven

t i on o f t he ex i s ti ng laws.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Is consu lt ancy no t a pro f ess i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The pro fess i on o f t he person should be

t he l i censed pro fess i on t ha t he i s engaged i n. The word

"consul t ancy" i s a gener i c t erm. One can be a med i cal consul tan t ,
an arch i t ec tu ral consul t ant , or an engi neer i ng consu lt an t bu t
as a pro fess i onal, he i s an engi neer, an arch i t ec t , or a doc t o r.
These engi neers, arch i t ec t s, or doc t ors, e t ce t era, should come

t o t he PRC.

As a ma tt er o f fac t , i t i s no t con fi ned t o t ha t. We have fo re i gn

~e!~he~s who are t each i ng i n t he coun try . By t he s t a t i s t i cs o f the

:R~, they _have no t i ssued a s i ngle l i ~ens~ t o prac t i ce t o any
~~re i ~~e~. S? we t ake t ha t t o mean tha t t hese t each~rs are t each i n~

i llegally i n t he coun t ry , M r. Pres i den t.

Se?a t ~r Gu i n~ona. Does th i s rule apply t o the ARMM regi on

where fo re i gn t eachers t each fo re i gn sy; t e~m o f ed~c~ ti -o~-?

Sena t or Cose t eng. I would l ik e t o t h i nk t ha t the ARMM fa lls

under t he sovere i gn rcgi on o f the Ph i l i ppi nes and i t should be

governed by t hese laws, Mr. Pres i den t :
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Sena t or Gu i ngona. But wha t i s t he v i ew o f th e Pro fe ss i onal

Regula t i on Comm i ss i on? It seems t ha t no t h i ng has been done t o
s t op t he i n fl ow o f fo re i gn t eachers fo r our Musl i m bro t hers.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t. The PRC has, a t bes t ,
tr i ed t o seek t he help or t he i n t erven t i on o f t he NBI or t he Ph i l i ppi ne

Na t i onal Pol i ce. How success fu l t hat e ff o rt has been, we have t o
now ge t th e s t a t i s t i cs fr om th e PNP andNB I. I have also personally
endorsed many o f t hese compla i n t s, no t j us t abou t fo re i gn t each

ers or fo re i gn pro fe ss i onals, prac t i t i oners i n t he country bu t also

t hose who are no t l i censed, who have no t passed t he exam i na

t i ons, and are prac t i c i ng as such under t he gu i se o f consul t an t s
or under t he gu i se of maybe o ffi cers o f ce rt a i n compan i es or

organ i za t i ons.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I would l i ke t o t hank t he d i s t i ngu i shed

sponsor fo r t he answers t o our ques t i ons. Thank you, M r. Pres

i den t.

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The Maj or i ty Leader i s
recogni zed.

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , may I ask t ha t Sen. Rena t o L.
Compa,i ero Caye t ano be recogn i zed.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Sen. Renat o L.
Compa, i ero Caye t ano i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Caye t ano. Thank you, M r. Pres i den t. It i s j us t a sho rt

no t e o f t he presence of t he Pres i d i ng O f fi cer i n t he ros t rum. I know

t ha t t he Pres i d i ng O ffi cer came back fr om an o ffi c i al m i ss i on j us t
t o be able t o pres i de i n t oday's sess i on of t he Senat e. I ce rt a i nly
apprec i a t e i t , and I hope t ha t t he Pres i d i ng O ffi cer w i ll no t leave

t ha t o ffi ce.

W i ll t he d i s t i ngu i shed sponsor clar i f y some ques t i ons?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. The PRC i s respons i ble fo r almos t 40

d i ff eren t pro fess i ons. As i de fr om t he pro f ess i ons th at we are all

very fa m i l i ar w i t h--e ngi neer i ng, med i c i ne—what are t he o t her

unusual pro fess i ons t ha t probably we are no t ve ry much ac

qua i n t ed w i t h wh i ch t he PRC regulat es?

Sena t or Coset eng. Accoun t ancy , aeronau t i cal engi neer i ng,
agr i cul tura l engi nee ri ng, arch i t ectu re, chem i cal engi nee ri ng, chem

i s try , c i v i l engi neer i ng, cr i m i nology, cus t oms brokers, den t i s t ry ,
elec tr i cal engi nee ri ng, elec tr on i cs and commun i ca t i ons engi neer

i ng, env i ronmen t al plann i ng, fo res t ers, geode t i c engi neer i ng,

geology , i n t er i or d~s i gn, l i brari ans, mar i ne deck o ffi cers, mar i ne

engi neer o ffi cers, mas t erplumbers, mechan i cal engi nee ri ng, med i 
cal t echnology , med i c i ne, me t allurgi cal engi neer i ng, m i dw i f ery ,
m i n i ng engi neer i ng, naval arch i t ec t ure and ~ari ne engi neer i ng,
nurs i ng, nu tr i t i on and d i e t e t i cs, opt ometry , pharmacy , phys i cal

and occupa t i onal t herapy , pro fe ss i onal t eachers, rad i ologi c t ech

no logy, san i t ary engi neer i ng, soc i al workers, vet e ri nary med i ci ne,

and t he spec i al ty board o fl andscape arch i t ec tu re, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. Thank you, Mr. Pres i den t. Is t he sponsor

t ell i ng me, M r. Pres i den t , t hat w i t h almos t 40 d i ff eren t pro fe ss i ons,

t he law, however, prov i des only fo r one comm i ss i oner and t wo

depu ty comm i ss i oners fo r PRC?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. Is i t no t rat her humanly i mposs i ble t o be

able t o regula t e t hese 40 pro fe ss i ons by t hree i nd i v i duals no

matt er how compe t ent and qual i fi ed t hese thr ee i nd i v i duals are?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The proposal i s t o get ass i st an t comm i s

s i oners fo r t he purpose.

Sena t or Caye t ano. The po i n t I am try i ngt o make i s, I am very
fa m i l i ar w i t h t he cha i rman and members o f t he Comm i ss i on. Bu t
cons i deri ng t he number of regulat ory boards under t hem, I am

wonderi ng i f t he d i s t i ngu i shed sponsor w ill look i n t o t he d i s t i nc t
poss i b i l i ty o f i ncreas i ng t he number o f comm i ss i oners, perhaps

fr om t hree t o fi ve or fr om t hree t o seven, i n v i ew o f t he number o f
pro f ess i ons t hat are regulat ed by th em w i t hout men t i on i ng th at as

t i me passes by , t here w i ll probably be more pro f ess i ons t ha t w ill
be regula t ed by t hem l i ke t he barbers-I am no t t alk i ng, o f course,

i n t he plural fo rm l i ke my colleague Senat or Barbers) t he

masah i s t as, beau t i c i ans, pro fe ss i onal dr i vers and pi lo t s. S i nce we

have mas t er carpen t er wh i ch we have already cons i dered as a

pro fe ss i on, t i me w i ll come t ha t th ese w ill also be cons i dered as

pro f ess i ons.

W ill t he d i s t i ngu i shed sponsor be open t o a sugges t i on th at
perhaps we ough t t o i ncrease t he number o f comm i ss i oners?

Sena t or Co_se t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. What i s th e exac t rela t i onsh i p be t ween

t he PRC and t he regula t o ry boards, I mean, i n t erms o f superv i s i on

and regula t i on o f t he regula t o ry boards?

For i ns t ance, we all know t ha t t here i s a med i cal board now.

Tha t as an example, wha t i s t he power o f t he PRC over t he med i cal

board?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The resolu t i ons o f t he spec i al ty boards

are subj ec t t o approval by t he PRC.
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Scna t orCaye t ano. Howabou t t he powero f th emed i calboard

ovcrdoc t orsaswell as t hose whoare t ak i ngmed i c i nc? Arc t hey
also subj ec t t o rev i ew v i s-a-v i s t he regula t i on be i ng 1mposed by

t he med i cal boards?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Wha t t he PRC exerc i ses i s superv i s i on

and con t ro l.

Sena t or Caye t ano.. Superv i s i on and con tr ol o f wha t ,

Mr. Pres i den t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. O fli censure exam i na t i ons, t he gran t i ng

o f l i censes, and t he conduc t o f exam i na t i ons.

Sena t or Caye t ano. How abou t t he conduc t o f pro fe ss i onals

t hemselves, who would be respons i ble fo r t ha t ? The conduc t , le t

us say , o f doc t ors.

Sena t or Cose t eng. The compla i n t s go t o t he regula t o ry

board.

Sena t or Caye t ano. To t he med i cal board, i n my example.

sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. The reason I am pa rt i cularly i n t eres t ed

t here i s, I d i scovered las t week i n a show t ha t i n t erns i n some

schools are allowed t o exam i ne some pa t i en t s as well as t o even

d i agnose t he i r i llness. These i n t erns i n some schools are called

doc t ors. However, t here are prac t i ces i n some med i cal schools

where i n t erns are also au t hor i zed t o exam i ne and d i agnose pa

t i en t s. Bu t t hey could no t be called doc t ors un t i l a f t er t hey have

passed t he i n t ernsh i p .

Is t he PRC fa m i l i ar w i t h t h i s prac t i ce?

Sena t or Cose t eng . The CHED should be t he proper agency
t o exerc i se j ur i sd i c t i on over cases such as t hese. The PRC do~s

no t cover i n t erns because i n t erns have no t passed t he board

~xamma t _i ons and, t hus, are no t pro f ess i onals a t t ha t po i n t wh i le
t hey are i n t erns i n t he hosp i t als. They are s t i ll s tu den t s. So i t
should be t he hospi t al adm i n i s tra t i on ~hose a t t en t i on should be

~a il ed, or t he Ph i l i ppi ne Med i cal Assoc i a t i on's a tt en t i on should

becalledbecause i t i s t hcadm i ms t ra t i on o f t hehospi t al t hat would

allow or d i sallow t h i s t o happen.

~ena t orCaye~an~. I can apprec i a t e t he reply espec i ally s i nce

t hcy have no t rece i ved t hc i r hcensc ye t . Bu t s i nce t he med i cal

boardallows t lus prac t lCC,should t hcPRC prec i sely,mregula t mg
or con t roll i ng t hc powcrs o f t he d i f f cren t boards, no t have a say
on whc t hcr or no t t hcy should allow i n t cms t o exam i ne and

d i agnose and, i n f ac t , be called”doc t ors”w i t hou t pass i ng t he
board exam i na t i ons?
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Sena t or Cose t eng. I canno t say fo r sure, I canno t guaran t ee

t ha t t he Med i cal Board has approved t h i s prac t i ce. I t may be

prac t i ced i n cer t a i n hospi t als; i t may b_e _adm i n i ~t ra t i o_ns ~f cer t a i n

hospi t als or i nd i v i duals t ha t allow t h i s prnc t i ce. So fa r many
con1pla i n t s have reached our o f fi ce, bu t t here i s no t h i ng o f t h i s

na t ure.

If th c gen t leman can gi ve t he name o f t he hospi t al and perhaps

even t he adm i n i s tr a t or o f t he hospi t al, we can t ake up t he i ssue

w i t h t hem. The PRC, as I men t i oned, has no j ur i sd i c t i on over t h i s,

unless a fo rmal compla i n t i s lodged i n t he Board concerned and

t ha t t he Board eleva t es t h i s t o t he PRC.

Sena t or P i men t e l. M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Sena t or Aqu i l i no Q.
P i men t el Jr. i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or P i men t e l. W i t h t he perm i ss i on o f t he d i s t i ngu i sh

ed sena t ors on t he fl oor, I would l i ke t o ra i se a parl i amen t ary

i nqu i ry a t t h i s po i n t on t ha t very i ssue t ha t Sena t or Caye t ano

1s ra1smg.

Are gradua t es o f med i cal schools no t called "doc t ors" upon

gradua t i on, and are t hey no t i n e ff ec t en t i t led t o use t ha t honor i fi c

t i t le, i f a t all—Doc t or o f Med i c i ne?

Sena t or Cose t eng. For regula t ory pu rposes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or P i men t e l. My ques t i on i s addressed t o t ha t Doc t or

only in t he ros tr um.

Sena t or Caye t ano. I second t he ques t i on, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The word or t he

appella t i on o f "doc t or" 0 loosel y appl i ed. When one gradua t es

fr om t he fo ur-year course, trad i t i on already allows one t o be called

a doc t or.

Bu t t he i mpor t an t i ssue i s t ha t when t he i n t ern begi ns t o

d i agnose and tr ea t , t here i s a qual i fi ca t i on t ha t he or she mus t be

under t he superv i s i on o f a regular doc t or or a regular consu lt an t.
Tha t i s where t he del i nea t i on i s made.

Sena t or Caye t ano. Thank you, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Cose t en g. As I men t i oned earl i er, I would a pprec i a t e

~he r~p~rt or t he i npu t o f Scna t or Caye t ano regard i ng t he p~r t i cular

hospi t al c~r~cemed, because i t pu t s also a t ; i sk t i ~ pa; i en t s t ha t

:::,e t rea t ed by t ~i s par t i cular hosp i t al and t he i r o t her pa t i en t s.

!hen_we can make t he necessary represen t a t i ons w i t ! ~ t-h/m;d i cal
board.
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~~n~ t or ~aye t ano. In fa c t , M r. Pres i den t , t here i s already a

case fi led aga i ns t t h i s i n t ern. Th i s i n t ern, un fo r t una t ely , i s fr ~m

my alma ma t er, UP-PGH. Th i s was d i sclosed t o us i n a show las t
week where no less t han t he Pres i den t o f t he PMA, Dr. Llamas,

echoed t he same s t a t emen t made by t he pres i d i ng o ffi cer t ha t t he

i n t ern should no t have d i agnosed w i t hou t t he ass i s t ance o f or

w i t hou t t he superv i s i on o f a l i censed phys i c i an.

In fa c t , i n t h i s case, he has been accused o f hav i ng wr i tt en a

prescr i pt i on o f med i c i ne t ha t t urned ou t t o be an i ncorrec t one,

resu lt i ng i n t he dea t h o f a ch i ld who su ff ered fr om dengue bu t was

m i sd i agnosed as no t su ff er i ng fr om t ha t i llness.

Bu t t he po i n t I j us t wan t t o br i ng ou t , M r. Pres i den t , i s, among
lawyers we could no t be called an "a tt orney" un t i l a ft er we have

passed t he Ba r.

So I was wonder i ng, M r. Pres i den t , wha t i s so spec i al abou t
t he doc t ors who, a ft er fi n i sh i ng fo ur years and i n t ernsh i p bu t

w i t hou t pass i ng t he exam i na t i on, should be called doc t ors.

Sena t or Cose t eng. I bel i eve t ha t t he answer o f t he Pres i d i ng
O ffi cer, Sena t or Flav i er. re ferred t o "doc t or" be i ng used loosely
and t ha t t he name "doc t or" i s more l i ke a t rad i t i on. Noong

magt apos s i la sa med i cal school, ang t awag sa kan i lang laha t ay
"dok t o r. " Pero h i nd i i b i g sab i h i n na i yon ang legal t i t le n i la. I t i s
only a ft er t hey passed t he board, t he governmen t l i censurc

exam i na t i on t ha t t hey are regula t ed by t he PRC. Be fo re t ha t , any

cr i m i nal ac t i on tha t resu lt s i n t he i r i llegal prac t i ce o f med i c i ne

would be deal t w i t h by t he regular cour t s.

Sena t or Caye t ano. Now, I am no t t ry i ng t o harp on t h i s.

Bu t , M r. Pres i den t , when a med i cal s t uden t fi n i shes h i s fo u rt h

year, he does no t gradua t e un t i l a f t er he fi n i shes h i s i n t ernsh i p .

Am I correc t i n t h i s?

Sena t or Cose t eng . Ycs, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. Bu t t ha t i n t ernsh i p i ts el f , i s t ha t no t really

au t hor i zed by t he med i cal board as part o f t he curr i culum?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, t ha t i s par t o f t he requ i remen t fo r

gradua t i on, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. And t he po i n t i s, i f i t i s a requ i remen t by
t he med i cal board and t he med i cal board i s under t he superv i s i on

and regula t ion o f t he PRC, should t he PRC no t i mpose some k i nd

o f regula t i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The i n t ernsh i p per i od i n t he l i fe o f a

s t uden t who wan t s t o be a doc t or i s no t cons i dered t he prac t i ce

o f h i s pro fe ss i on. It i s par t o f the t o t al learn i ng process, par t o f t he

educa t i on t ha t w i ll lead t o a degree o f Doc t or o f Med i c i ne. A f t er

t ha t , he has t o t ake an exam, pass i t , and t ha t i s t he only t i me when

he can be con fe rred t he t i t le "Doc t or o f Med i c i ne."

Sena t or Caye t ano. Thank you, Mr. Pres i den t. Le t me go t o
ano t her subj ec t-and t h i s i s a ques t i on t ha t seeks an answer, i f
i t were true. I unders t and t ha t all t hose l i censed by t he PRC are

requ i red t o t ake a val i da t i on exam eve ry ti 2 ee years. Is t ha t coITec t ,
M r. Pres i den t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. I t i s called t he con t i nu i ng profe ss i onal

educa t i on, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. Ycs, bu t arc t he i r l i censes renewed once

every t hree years?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. It i s renewed?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. The reason i s, i t i s qu i t e an i nt eres t i ng
prov i s i on t ha t really , shall we say, t es t s once every t hree years t he

ab i l i t y , compe t ence and qual i fi ca t i ons o f t he profe ss i ona l. Cer

t a i nly , I t h i nk t ha t i s a good law.

Bu t my ques t i on i s: Has t he PRC, i n i t s ex i st ence s i nce 1973,

ever cancelled a l i cense o f a pro fe ss i onal s i mply because t h i s
pro fe ss i onal has fl unked t he val i da t i on exam i na t i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Jus t t o make t h i ngs clear, M r. Pres i den t.
There i s no exam t ha t i s gi ven a f t er every t hree years as a

precond i t i on fo r t he renewal o fa l i cense. I t i s called a con t i nu i ng
pro fe ss i onal educa t i on, and t ha t re fe rs t o sem i nars, conven t i ons,

add 1 i onal t ra i n i ng fo r t ha t par t i cular fi eld o f spec i al i za t i on, e t
ce t era, bu t t here i s no exam gi ven.

Sena t or Caye t ano. There i s no exam?

Sena t or Cose t cng . None, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. The d i s t i ngu i shed lady Sena tor means i t
i s l i ke a sem i nar and a ft er hav i ng a t t ended i t , one's l i cense w i ll be

renewed?

Sena t or Cose t cng. Tha t i s an ex i s t i ngprac t i ce, M r. Pres i den t ,
a lt hough t ha t i s no t fo und i n t he new law. Tha t i s t he cond i t i on

t oday . However, t ha t i s no t i n t he new law anymore.

Sena t or Caye t ano. I no t i ce t ha t. Has t he amendmen t t aken

ou t t ha t requ i remen t ?
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Sena t or Cosc t eng. M r. Pres i den t , t he _i s~ue o f co~-~ i nu,1~~

ro f ess i onal cduca t i on has becn deba t cd and t he comm i t t cc has

3oundI t ra t hcrun fa i r fora pro fess i onal t obes t r i ppedo f h i s l i censc

s i mply because he d i d no t a tt end a sem i nar or t wo.

Also i n such cases, M r. Pres i den t , we have no t i ced t ha t i f a

sem i nar, fo r example, fo ra pa rt i cular fi eld o f spec i al i zat i on i s be i ~g

conduc t ed, t he pa~t i c i pan t s regi s t er on regi s t ra t i on day , t hen t ake

o ff fo r t he beach orgo t o t he mov i es somewhere else and t hen come

back t o ge t t he i r cer t i fi ca t es.

We have observed t ha t t hese sem i nars are really no

guaran t ee t ha t t he par t i cular pro fe ss i onal has learned some t h i ng.
However, t here are t hose who do no t a tt end t hose pa rt i cular

sem i nars bu t d i l i gen t ly rev i ew or go t hrough t he j ournals t ha t
arc i ssued t o t hem by t ha t part i cular fi eld o f spec i al i za t i on and,

on t he i r own, undert ake or make an e f fo r t t o learn. So t ha t we have

now le ft t ha t open t o t he d i ff eren t boards. Should t hey dec i de t o

gi ve re fr esher sem i nars, t hen t ha t would be fo r t he i mprovemen t

o f t ha t part i cular pro fe ss i on, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Caye t ano. M r. Pres i den t , I spoke t oo soon. I already
commended t he PRC fo r hav i ng such a program, and now

I unders t and t ha t t he amended por t i on o f t h i s b i ll has t aken
i t away .

The reason I ask t h i s ques t i on i s, no less t han t he Ch i ef

Jus t i c_e'. a~~re ~rec i sely o f t he prac t i ce by t he PRC o f gi v i ng
s~me k i nd ~f val i da t !on exam, i s ser i ously cons i der i ng t he fo-rm i ng
?f a _com 1:1 i lt ee_ t o also acqua i n t lawyers on t he de;elopmcn t of
law i n o-~~~-r _t o be able lo compe t en t l y handle t he i r prof ess i onal

rcspons4 l i ~~,s.:.,. rn t ha t case, t hey are t h i nk i ng · o f poss i bly
hav i ng t he PRClaw as a modcl. Bul now, I unders t and t ha t
t h i s has been t aken ou t.

I h~p: ~he sponsor w i ll cer t a i nly look aga i n and rev i ew t h i s
and probably res t ore i t.
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SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena t or Dr il on. I move t ha t we suspend t he sess i on fo r one

m i nu t e, Mr. Pres i den t ?

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er). The sess i on i s sus

pended fo r one m i nu t e, i ft here i s no obj ec t i on. [There was none.]

It was 4:47p.111.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 4:55 p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on i s re

sumed. The Maj or i ty Leader i s recogn i zed.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 1271

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , t here arc a few ma tt ers wh i ch

need t o be clar i fi ed. There fo re, Sena t or Caye t ano has reques t ed

t ha t h i s i n t crpella t i on be suspended i n t he mean t i me.

So I move t ha t we suspend cons i dera t i on o f Sena t e B ill
No.127 1.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

[Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he mo t i on i s approved.

ADJOURNMENT OF SESSION

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , I move t ha t we adj ourn t he

sess i on un t i l t hree o'clock t omorrow a ft ernoon.

The_P~es i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Fla v i er]. ls t here any obj ec t i on?

[ ~i ~en~e] There be i ng none, t he sess i on- i s adj ourned u;t i l t hree
o'cloek t omo2 ow a f t ernoon.

It was 4:56 p.m.


