
RECORD OF THE SENATE

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2000

OPENING OF THE SESSION

A t 3:38 p.m., t he Sena t e Pres i den t , Hon. Frankli n M.

Dri /011, called t he sess i on t o order.

The ~r~s i d:_n t. The 29 t h sess i on o f t he Th i rd Regular

Sess i on o f t he Eleven t h Congress i s hereby called t o order.

We shall be led i n prayer by Sen. M i ri am De fensor Sant i ago.

Eve,ybody rose f or t he prayer.

PRAYER

Sena t or De fensor San t i ago. Th i s i s a poem en t i tl ed The

Shell by Amy Cann i chae l.

Upon t he sandy shore an empty shell,

Beyond t he shell i n fi n i ty o f sea;

0 Sav i our, I am l i ke t ha t empty shell,

Thou art t he Sea t o me.

A sweepi ng wave r i des up t he shore, and lo,

Each d i m recess t he co i led shell w i th i n
Is searched, i s fi lled, i s fi lled t o over fl ow

By wa t er cry s t all i ne.

No t t o t he shell i s any glo ry t hen:

All glory gi ve we t o t he glor i ous sea.

And no t t o me i s any glory when

Thou over fl owes t me.

Sweep over me t hy shell, as low I l i e;

I y i eld me t o t he pu rpose o f t hy w i ll,
Sweep up, 0 conquer i ng waves, and pur i fy

And w i t h t hy fullness fil l.

Amen.

The Pres i den t. The Secre t ary w i ll please call t he rol l.

ROLL CALL

The Secre t ary, readi ng:

! !
Sena t or Teresa Aqu i no-Orc ta............ … . . . . . .
Sena t or Robe rt Z. Barbers … . . . . . . … . … . . … …..Absen t * * *
Sena t orRodol foG. B i azon..........................

! !

Sena tor Rena t o L. Compa,i ero Caye tano …Presen t
Sena tor Anna Dom i n i que M. L. Cose teng .. . Presen t

Sena t or M i r i am De fensor San t i ago … … … ….Presen t
Sena t or Juan Ponce Enri le … … … … … … … …..Presen t
Sena t or Juan M. Flav i er … … … … … . . . . … … …..Presen t
Sena tor Teo fi s t o T. Gu i ngona Jr. … … … … ….Presen t
Sena t or Gregori o B. Honasan. … … .. .. .. . … ….Presen t
Sena t or Robe rt S. Jaworsk i … · … … … … … … … * *
Sena t or Loren B. Legarda-Lev i s t e … .. … …...Presen t
Sena t or Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. …… … …...Presen t *
Senat or Blas F. Opie. … … . … … .. … . . . . . . … … ….Presen t
Sena t or John Henry R. Osme fi a … … … · … …..Presen t
Sena t or Sergi o R. Osme fi a III … … … … … … ….Presen t *
Sena t or Aqu i l i no Q. P i men t el Jr. … … … … …..Presen t
Sena t or Ramon B. Rev i lla … … … … … … … … ….Presen t
Sena t or Raul S. Raco............. … .. … … · … . . . . . .
Sena t or V i cen t e C. So tt o III … … … … … . . … ….Presen t
Sena t or Franc i sco S. Ta t ad.. … … … … … ….....Presen t
The Pres i den t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presen t

The Pres i den t. W i t h 15 sena t ors presen t , t he Cha i r
declares t he presence o f a quorum.

THE JOURNAL

Sena t or Ta t ad. Mr. Pres i den t , I move t ha t we d i spense

w i t h t he read i ng o f t he Journal o f Sess i on No. 28 o f Tuesday,
Oc t ober 17, 2000, and cons i der i t approved.

The Pres i den t. Is t here any obj ec t i on? [Sil ence] There

be i ng none, the mo t i on i s approved.

Sena t or Ta t ad. I move t ha t we proceed t o t he Re ference

o f Bus i ness.

The Pres i den t. Is t here any obj ec t i on? [Sil ence] There

be i ng none, t he mo t i on i s approved.

The Secre t ary w i ll read t he Re ference o f Bus i ness.

REFERENCE OF BUSINESS

COMMUNICATIONS

The Secre t ary . Le t ter fr om Execu t i ve Secre t ary Ronaldo

B. Zamora o f t he O ffi ce o f t he Pres i den t o f t he Ph i l i ppi nes,

fu rn i sh i ng the Sena t e w i t h t he fo llow i ng i ssuances:

Proclama t i on No. 348, en t i t led

DECLARING WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2000,

• Arr i ved a ft er t he roll call
•• On o f fi c ial m i ss i on

••• On accoun t o f i llness
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on t he par t o f t he sponsor and t he Maj or i t y Leader. The per i od

o f i n t erpella ti ons i s hereby reopened, i f t here i s no obj ec t i on.

[There was 11011e.}

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT ON

S. NO. 127 1/ H. NO. 7572

(Pro fe ss i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss i on Ac t o f 2000)

Sena t or Ta t ad. M r. Pres i den t , I move t ha t we now

cons i der t he Con fe rence Comm i t t ee Repor t on t he d i sagree

i ng prov i s i ons o f Sena t e B i ll No. 1271 and House B ill

No. 7572. Copi es o f t h i s repo rt have been d i s tr i bu t ed t o t he

members.

The Pres i den t. Cons i dera ti on o f t he Con fer ence Commit 

t ee Repor t on t he d i sagree i ng prov i s i ons o f Sena t e B ill
No. 1271 and House B i ll No. 7572 i s i n order.

MOTION OF SENATOR TATAD

(Explana t i on o f t he B ica m on t he D i sagree i ng
Prov i s i ons o f S. No. 1271 /H.No. 7572 Be Cons i dered

Read and Re fl ec t ed i n t he Record and i n t he Journa l)

Sena t or Ta t ad. Mr. Pres i den t , I move t ha t we cons i der t he

repo rt as hav in g been read and en t ered i n t he Record w i t h t he

consen t o f t he Chamber.

The Pres i den t. There i s a mo t i on on t he par t o f the

Maj or i ty Leader th a t t he repo rt and t he explana t i on be cons i d

ered read i n t o t he Record and re fl ec t ed i n t he Journal fo r

t oday's sess i on. May t he Cha i r hear t he cha i rperson o f t he

committ ee on t h i s mo ti on o f t he Maj or i ty Leader?

S~na t or _Cose t en g . M r. Pres i den t , we are prepared t o
read t he explana t i on o f t he CoQf erence Comm i # e~ on t he

d i sa gree i ng prov i s i ons o f Sena t e B i ll No. 1271 and House B i ll
No. 7572.

;h,c Pres i ~en t. _ Bu t s i nce t h i s was d i s tr i bu t ed already
t o al_l _ t he_ members, does t he d i s t i ngu i shed cha i rperson hav~

no obj ec t i on t o t he mo t i on o f t he Maj o ri ty Lead~r—

Sena t or Cose t en g . There i s no problem.

Tl~e P_rcs i den t. —t o cons i der i t already read i n t o t he

~ec~·d \. ~i t hou t t he cha i rperson hav i ng t o phy~i cally read i t -~~
t he fl oor?

~ena t or Cose t en g. There i s no problem. Jus t so as no t
t o delay t he proceed i ngs, M r. Pres i d~n t.

The Pres i den t. All r i gh t. The explana t i on i s cons i dered
read i n t o t he Record.

The follow i 11g i s t he wri llen explana t i on 011 t he di sagree~

i ng prov i s i ons of S. No. 1271/H. No. 7572:

EXPLANATION OF THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

ON THE DISAGREEING PROVISIONS OF

SENATE BILL NO. 1271 AND HOUSE BILL NO. 7572

The Con fer ence Committ ee on t he d i sagree i ng

prov i s i ons o f Sena t e B ill No. 1271 and House B ill

No. 7572, a ft er hav i ng me t and fu lly d i scussed t he

subj ec t ma tt er, hereby repor t t o t he i r respec t i ve

Houses t he fo llow i ng, t ha t:

1. The Sena t e vers i on was adopt ed as t he

work i ng dra f t ;

2. Sec t i on 1 (Tit le) House vers i on was adopt ed,

t o read:

"The PRC Modern i za t i on Ac t o f 2000"

3. The second paragraph o f Sec. 4 (Compos it i on)

was amended, t o read:

"The Cha i rperson or Commiss i oner shall be

a t leas t 40 years o f age, hold i ng a val i d ce rt i fi ca t e

o f regi s tr a t i on/ pro fe;;s i onal li cense and a val i d

pro fess i onal i den t i fi ca ti on card or a val i d certi fi ca t e

o f compe t ency i ssued by t he Commiss i on or a

val i d pro f ess i onal l i cense i ssued b y any

governmen t agency, fa mil i ar w i t h t he pr i nc i ples

and me t hods o f pro fes s i onal regula t i on and/ or

l i cens i ng and has had a t leas t fi ve years o f

execu t i ve or managemen t exper i ence: Prov i ded,

Tha t , one (I) o f t he commiss i oners mus t be a

pas t Cha i rperson/member o f a Pro fes s i onal

Regula t o ry Board."

4: ~ec~ i on 6_(<::ompensa t ion and O t her Benefi ts) i s
a comb i na t i on o f Sena t e and House vers i on, t o ;ea i

"Th~ ~?a i rperson shall rece i ve compensa

~i on and aHowances e qu i valen t t o t ha i o f a

Depa rt men t Secre t a ry wh i le t he Commiss i oners

shall rece i ve compensa t i on and allowances equ i 

valen t t o t ~a t o f an Undersecre t a ry . Th;-Ch~i ; 
p.er~.o~ and t he members o f t h; Comm i ss i on

shall be en t i t led t o re t i remen t bene fi t s prov i ded

undcr Re pubhc Ac t numbered F i f t een Hundred

and S i x t y-E i gh t , as amendcd by Republ i c Ac t
Numbered Three Thousand F i ve Hundred and
N i ne ty-F i ve."
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5. Sec t i on 7(d) i s a fus i on o f t he Sena t e and

House vers i on w i t h amendmen t s;

6. Sec t i on 7(e) o f t he work i ng dra ft was amended

t o read:

"To adm i t t he success fu l exam i nees t o t he

prac t i ce o f t he pro fess i on or occupa t i on; cause

t he en try o f t he i r names on i t s regi s try book and

com pu t er i zed da t abase; i ssue cer t i fi ca t es o f
regi s t ra t i on/pro fess i onal l i cense, bear i ng t he

regi s tr an t 's name, pi c tu re, and regi s tr a t i on number,

s i gned by all t he members o f t he Board concerned

and t he Cha i rperson, w i t h t he o f fi c i al seal o f t he

Board and t he Comm i ss i on a ffi xed t here t o wh i ch

ce rt i fi ca t e shall be t he au t hor i ty t o prac t i ce; and

a t t he opt i on o f t he pro fess i onal concerned,

m i n i s t er i ally i ssue t he pro fess i onal i den t i fi ca t i on

card, t o be used solel y fo r t he purpose o f
i den t i fi ca t i on, upon paymen t o f t he appropr i a t e
amoun t: Prov i ded, Tha t , mar i ne deck and mar i ne

en gi neer o ffi cers shall also be i ssued endorsemen t
cer t i fi ca t es exclus i vel y b y t he Comm i ss i on

pursuan t t o t he 1978 and 1995 S t andards o f
Tra i n i ng, Ce rt i fi ca t i on and Wa t chkeepi ng (STCW)

Conven t i on, t o t he exclus i on o f any o t her

governmen t agency, Sec t i on 1(2) o f Execu t i ve

Order No. 149, ser i es o f 1999 and prov i s i ons o f
o t her ex i s t i ng laws, execu t i ve orders, adm i n i s

tra t i ve i ssuances/regula t i ons t o t he con t rary
no twi t hs t and i ng: Prov i ded, furt her, Tha t , once a

cer t i fi ca t e o f regi s t ra t i on/pro fess i onal l i cense,

or ce rt i fi ca t e o f com pe t ency, i n t he case o f mar i ne

deck and engi ne o ffi cers are i ssued, t h i s canno t
be w i t hdrawn, cancelled, revoked, or suspended

except fo r j us t cause as may be prov i ded by law

a ft er due no t i ce and hear i ng" ;

7. On Sec t i on 7(g) , t he word PROFESSIONAL

was i nse rt ed be tween t he words "exam i na t i on," and

" i den t i fi ca t i on";

8. On t he same Sec t i on 7( i ) , t he word REGIS

TERED was i nse rt ed be tween t he words "l i censed/"

and " pro fess i onals";

9. On t he same Sec t i on 7 (i ) o f t he work i ng dra ft ,
t he paragraph was re fi ned and amended, t o read:

"Upon recommenda t i on o f t he Pro fess i onal

Regula t ory Board concerned, t o approve t he

regi s t ra t i on o f and au t hor i ze t he i ssuance o f a

ce rt i fi ca t e o f regi s tr a t i on/l i cense and pro fess i onal

i den t i fi ca t i on card w i t h or w i t hou t exam i na t i on t o
a fo re i gner who i s regi s t ered under t he laws o f
h i s s t a t e or coun t ry and whose cer t i fi ca t e o f
regi s t ra t i on i ssued t here i n has no t been

suspended or revoked; Prov i ded, t ha t , t he

requ i remen t s fo r t he regis tr a t i on or l i cens i ng i n
sa i d fo re i gn s t a t e or coun try are subs t an t i ally t he

same as t hose requ i red and con t empla t ed by t he

laws o f t he Ph i l i ppi nes and t ha t t he laws o f such

fo re i gn s t a t e or coun try allow t he c i t i zens o f t he

Ph i l i ppi nes t o prac t i ce the pro fess i on on t he same

bas i s and gran t t he same pr i v i leges as t hose

enj oyed by t he subj ec t s or c i t i zens o f such fo re i gn

s t a t e or coun tr y : Prov i ded, fi 1rt her, t ha t , t he

Comm i ss i on may, upon recommenda t i on o f t he

Board concerned, au t hor i ze t he i ssuance o f a

cer t i fi ca t e o f regi s t ra t i on /l i cense or a spec i al

t empora ry perm i t t o fo re i gn pro fess i onals who

des i re t o prac t i ce t he i r pro fess i ons i n t he coun try
under rec i proc i t y and o t her i n t erna t i onal

agreemen t s; consul t an t s i n fo re i gn- funded, j o i n t
ven t ure or fore i gn-ass i s t ed proj ec t s o f t he

governmen t , employees o f Ph i l i ppi ne or fo re i gn

pr i va t e fi rms or i ns t i tu t i ons pursuan t t o law, or

heal t h pro f ess i onals engaged i n human i t ar i an

m i ss i on fo r a l i m i t ed per i od o f t i me: Prov i ded,

fi nally, t ha t , agenc i es, organ i za t i ons or i nd i v i duals

whe t her publ i c or pr i va t e, who secure t he serv i ces

o f a fo re i gn pro fess i onal au t hor i zed by law t o
prac t i ce i n t he Ph i l i ppi nes fo r reasons

a fo remen t i oned, shall be respons i ble fo r secur i ng
a spec i al pe $ n i t fr om t he Pro fess i onal Regula t i on

Comm i ss i on (PRC) and t he Depa rt men t o f Labor

and Employ:nen t (DOLE) pursuan t t o PRC and

DOLE rules;"

I 0. On t he same Sec t i on 7 (1 ) t he paragraph was

rev i sed, t o read:

"To su perv i se fo re i gn na t i onals who are

au t hor i zed by ex i s t i ng laws t o prac t i ce t he i r
pro fess i ons e i t her as holders o f a ce rt i fi ca t e o f
regi s t ra t i on and a pro fess i onal i den t i fi ca t i on card

or a t empora ry spec i al pem% t i n t he Ph i l i ppi nes;

t o ensure t ha t t he t erms and cond i t i ons fo r t he i r
prac t i ce or o f t he i r em ploymen t are s t r i c t l y
com pl i ed w i t h; t o requ i re t he h i r i ng or employ i n g
governmen t agency or pr i va t e en t i ty / i ns t i tu t i on

t o secure a t empora ry spec i al perm i t fr om t he

concerned Board subj ec t t o approval b y t he

Comm i ss i on and t o fil e a c ri m i nal compla i n t aga i ns t
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t he head o f t he governmen t agency or o ffi cers o f
t he sa i d pri va t e en t i ty / i ns t i tu t i on, who shall be

l i able under t he pena lt y prov i ded fo r i n t he

concerned pro f ess i onal regula t o ry law or t he

penal ty i mposed pursuan t t o t h i s Ac t , when t he

pro fess i onal was h i red and allowed t o prac t i ce

h i s /her pro fess i on w i t hou t penn i t ; t o fil e upon

due process reques t fo r depor t a t i on w i t h t he

Bureau o fl mm i gra t i on and Depo rta t i on (BID); and

t o superv i se pro fess i onals who were fo rmer

c i t i zens o f t he Ph i l i ppi nes and who had been

regi s t ered and i ssued a ce rt i fi ca t e o f regi s tr a t i on

and a pro fess i onal i den t i fi ca t i on card pr i or t o t he i r
na tu ral i za t i on as fo re i gn c i t i zens, who may, wh i le
i n t he coun try on a v i s i t , soj ourn or pennanen t
res i dence, prac t i ce t he i r pro fess i on: Prov i ded,

t ha t , pr i or t o t he prac t i ce o f t he i r pro fess i on t hey
shall have fi rs t been i ssued a spec i al penn i t and

upda t ed pro fess i onal i den t i fi ca t i on card by t he

Board concerned subj ec t t o approval by t he

Comm i ss i on and upon paymen t o f t he penn i t and

annual regi s tr a t i on fees;"

I I. On t he same Sec t i on 7(m), t he paragraph was

sho rt ened and mod i fi ed, t o read:

"To mon i t or t he perfonnance o f schools i n
l i censure exam i na t i ons and publ i sh t he resu lt s

t hereo f i n a newspaper o f na t i onal c i rcula t i on;"

12. On t he same Sec t i on 7(s), t he phrase

IDENTIFICATION CARDS was i nse rt ed be tween t he

words "l i censes/" and "and";

13. On t he same Sec t i on 7(w), t he phrase

PROFESSIONAL IDENTIFICATION CARDS was

i nse rt ed be t ween t he words "l i cense/" and "or";

14. Sec t i on 8 (Regi onal Offi ces) o f t he House

vers i on was sho rt ened and mod i fi ed t o read:

"The Comm i ss i on i s hereby au t hor i zed t o
crea t e regi onal o ffi ces as may be necessa ry t o

carry ou t t he i r func t i ons manda t ed under • t h i s
Ac t. "

15_- Sec t i on 9(b) o f t he work i ng dra ft was re fi ned,
t o read:

' '.T o ~o~ i t or t he cond i t i ons a ff ec t i n g t he

~ra~ ti ce o f t he pro fess i on or occupa t i on ~nder

t he i r respec t i ve j ur i sd i c t i ons and whcnc;~~

necessary , adopt such measures as may be deemed

proper for t he enhancemen t o f t he pro fess i on or

occupa t i on and/or t he ma i n t enance o f h i gh

pro fess i onal, e t h i cal and t echn i cal s tandards, and

fo r t h i s pu rpose t he members o f t he board duly
au t hor i zed by t he Comm i ss i on w i t h depu t i zed

employees o f t he Comm i ss i on, may conduc t ocular

i nspec t i ons i n i ndus tr i al, mechan i cal, elec tri cal or

chem i cal plan t s or es t abl i shmen t s, hospi t als,

cl i n i cs, labora t or i es, t es t i ng fac i l i t i es, m i nes and

quarr i es, o t her engi nee ri ng fa c i l i t i es and i n t he

case o f schools, i n coord i na ti on w i t h Comm i ss i on

on H i gher Educa t i on (CHED);"

I 6. Sec t i on 13 (Appropr i a t io ns) o f t he House

vers i on was adopt ed w i t h mod i fi ca t i on, t o read:

"The amoun t necessary t o ca rry ou t the i n i t i al

i mplemen t a t i on o f t h i s Ac t shall be charged aga i ns t
t he curren t year's appropr i a t i ons o f t he

Pro f ess i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss i on. Therea f t er,

such sums as may be necessary fo r t he con t i nued

i mplemen t a t i on o f t h i s Ac t shall be i ncluded i n t he

succeed i ng General Appropri a t i ons Ac t. "

17. Sec t i on 14 (Au t hor i ty t o Use Income) o f t he

House vers i on was rehashed and amended t o read:

"In add i t i on t o t he annual appropri a t i ons o f
t he Comm i ss i on prov i ded under t he Annual

General Appropr i a t i ons Ac t , t he Comm i ss i on i s
~ereby au t hor i zed t o use i t s i ncome no t exceed i ng
~he amoun t o f fo rty - fi ve (45) m i ll i on pesos a yea~

fo_r ~ _per i od o f fi ve (5) years a ft er the e ff ec t i v i ty
o f t h i s Ac t t o i mplemen t t he program fo r fu i I

com pu t er i za t i on o f t he opera t i ons o f t he

Co~~ i ss i on, subj ec t t o t he usual accoun t i ng and

aud i t i ng requ i remen t s."

~ 8. __Se~ ti on_ 18 (Penalt i es for Viola t i ons of Sec.

~(l~ by He_ad~ of G_overnmen t Agenc i es or Offi ;ers of
Pr i va t e En t i t i es/Ins t i t u t i ons) -was added Nand t h~

succeed i ng sec t i ons were renumbered accord i ngly ;

19. Sec t i on 19 (Repea li ng Clause) o f t he House

vers i on was amended and adopt ed as Sec t i on 20 o f
t he reconc i led vers i on;

~~: The t i t le o f t he House vers i on was adopted,
t o read:

AN ~C-~ _MODERNIZING THE PROFESSIONAL

REGULATIONCOMMISSION,REPEALINGFOR
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THE PURPOSE PRESIDENTIAL DECREE

NUMBERED TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY

THREE, ENTITLED "CREATING THE

PROFESSIONAL REGULATION COMMISSION

AND PRESCRIBING ITS POWERS AND

FUNCTIONS", AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

In case o f con fli c t be t ween t he s t a t emen t s/

amendments sta t ed i n t h i s Explana t ory S ta t emen t and

t hat of t he prov i s i ons of t he reconc il ed vers i on i n t he

accompany i ng Con fe rence Comm i t t ee Report , t he

prov i s i ons o f t he latt er shall preva i l.

(Sgd.) ANNA DOMINIQUE M. L. COSETENG

Cha i rperson, Sena t e Panel

(Sgd.) HILARION J. RAMIRO JR.

Cha i rman, House Panel

APPROVAL OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT

ON S. NO. 1271 /H.NO. 7572

Sena t or Ta t ad. I move fo r t he approval o f t he report , Mr.

Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t. There i s a mo t i on t o approve t he Con fe r

ence Comm i tt ee Report . Is t here any obj ec t i on? [Sil ence}

There be i ng none, t he mo t i on i s approved.

The f ollow i ng i s t he whole t ex t of t he conf erence

comm i tt ee report on S. No. 1271/H. No. 7572:

CONFERENCE COMMIT$ EREPORT

The Con f erence Comm i tt ee on t he d i sagree i ng
prov i s i ons o f House B i ll No. 7572, en t i t led

AN ACT MODERNIZING THE PROFESSIONAL

REGULATION COMMISSION, REPEALING FOR

THE PURPOSE PRESIDENTIAL DECREE

NUMBER TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY

THREE, ENTITLED "CREATING THE

PROFESSIONAL REGULATION COM' SSION

AND PRESCRIBING ITS POWER AND

FUNCTIONS" AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

and Sena t e B i ll No. 1271, en ti t led

AN ACT FURTHER AMENDING PRESIDENTIAL

DECREE NUMBERED TWO HUNDRED AND

TWENTY-THREE, AS AMENDED, ENTITLED

"CREATING THE PROFESSIONAL REGULA

TION COMMISSION AND PRESCRIBING

ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS" AND FOR

OTHER PURPOSES,

hav i ng me t a ft er fu ll and fr ee con fe rence, has agreed

t o recommend and do hereby recommend t o t he i r

respec ti ve houses, th at House B ill No. 7572, i n
consol i dati on w i t h Senat e B ill No. 1271, be approved

i n accordance w i t h t he atta ched copy o f t he b ill as

reconc i led and approved by t he con fe rees:

CONFEREES ON THE PART OF THE SENATE:

(Sgd.) HON. ANNA DOMINIQUE M.L. COSETENG

(Sgd.) HON. FRANKLIN M. DRILON

(Sgd.) HON. RAULS. ROCO

(Sgd.) HON. RAMON B. MAGSAYSAY JR.

(Sgd.) HON. JUAN M. FLAVIER

CONFE( ES ON THE PART OF THE

HOUSE OFREPRESENTATIVES:

(Sgd.) HON. HILARION J . RAMIRO JR.

(Sgd.) HON. HARLIN CAST. ABAYON

(Sgd.) HON. ROMUALDO T. VICENCIO

(Sgd.) HON. ELADIO M. JALA

(Sgd.) HON. ERNESTO F. HERRERA

(Sgd.) HON. EDUA& OC.GULLAS

(Sgd.) HON. CARLOS M. PADILLA

(Sgd.) HON. JAMES J. GORDON JR.

(Sgd.) HON. JOSE APOLINARIO L. LOZADA JR.

AN ACT MODERNIZING THE PROFESSIONAL

REGULATION COMMISSION, REPEALING

FOR THE PURPOSE PRESIDENTIAL

DECREE NUMBERED TWO HUNDRED AND

TWENTY-THREE, ENTITLED "CREATING THE
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PROFESSIONAL REGULATION COMMISSION

AND PRESCRIBING ITS POWERS AND

FUNCTIONS," AND FOR OTHER PU& OSES

Be i t enac t ed by t ir e Sena t e and House of
Represen t a t i ves of t he Phi li ppi nes i n Congress

assembled:

SECTION I. Ti t le. - Th i s Ac t shall be called t he

"PRC Modern i za t i on Ac t o f 2000."

SEC. 2. S t a t emen t of Po li cy. - The S t a t e
recogni zes t he i mpo rt an t role o f pro fe ss i onals i n na ti on

bu i ld i ng and, t owards t h i s end, promo t es t he sus t a i ned

developmen t o f a reservo i r o f pro fess i onals whose

compe t ence had been de t erm i ned b y hones t and

cred i ble l i censure exam i na t i ons and whose s t andards

o f pro fe ss i onal serv i ce and prac t i ce are i n t erna ti onally
recogn i zed and cons i dered world-class brough t abou t

by regula t o ry measures, programs and ac t i v i t i es t ha t
fo s t er pro fess i onal grow t h and advancemen t.

SEC. 3. Prof ess i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss io n. -

There i s hereby crea t ed a t hree-man commiss i on t o be

known as t he Pro fess i onal Regula t i on Commiss i on,

here i na ft er re fe$ ed t o as t he Commiss i on, wh i ch shall

~e a t t ached t o t he O ffi ce o f t he Pres i den t fo r general

d i rec t i on and coord i na t i on.

SEC. 4. Compos i t i on. - The Commiss i on shall

be headed by one (I) fu ll- t i me Cha i rperson and two

~2) ~!_I- ti me Commiss i oners, all t o be appo i n t ed by t he

Pres i den t fo r a t erm o f seven (7) years w i t hou t

re_~ppom tr nen t t o s t ar t fr om t he t i me t hey assume

o ffi ce. Appo i n tmen t s t o a vacancy t ha t occ~rs be fo re

t he expi ra t i on o f t he t erm o f a Commiss i oner shall

cover onl y t he unex pi red t erm o f t he i mmed i a t e
predecesso r. A t t he expi ra t i on o f t he t erm o f t he

Cha i rperson, t he mos t sen i or o f t he Commiss i oners

shall t emporar i ly assume and perfo rm t he du t i es and

~~n~ t i ons o f t he Cha i rpers~n un t i l a permane-~~

Cha i rperson i s appo i n t ed by t he Pres i dent .

The Cha i rperson or t he Commiss i oner shall be a t
leas t 40 years o f age, hold i ng a val i d cer t i fi ca t_e_ ~f
re g~s t ra t i on/pro fc ss i onal l i cense and a val i-d
pro fess i onal i den t i fi ca t i on card or a va li d cer t i fi ca t ~- ~f

co~pe t _ency . i ssued by t he Commiss i on or a val i d
pro fess i onal l i cense i ssucd by any govemmen t agcncy,
famlhar WI t h t hc pnnclples and me t hods o f pro fcss i onal

regulahon andJor hcens i ng and has had a t leas t fi ve

(5) years o f execulIVC or managemen t exper i encc:
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Prov i ded, t ha t , one (I) o f t he Commiss i oners mus t be

a pas t Cha i rperson/member o f a Pro f ess i onal

Regula t o ry Board.

SEC. 5. Exerci se of Powers and Func t i ons of t he

Comm i ss i on. - The Cha i rperson o f t he Commiss i on,

and t he Commiss i oners as members t hereo f shall s i t

and ac t as a body t o exerc i se general admin i s tr a t i ve,

execu t i ve and pol i c y-mak i ng fu nc t i ons o f t he

Commiss i on. The Commiss i on shall es t ab li sh and

ma i n t a i n a h i gh s t andard o f admiss i on t o t he prac ti ce

o f all pro fe ss i ons and a t all t i mes ensure and sa fe guard

t he i n t egri ty o f all l i censure examina t i ons.

The Cha i rperson shall ac t as t he pres i d i ng and

ch i e f execu t i ve o ffi cer o f t he Comm i ss i on. As

pres i d i ng o ffi cer, he/she shall pres i de over th e mee ti ngs

o f t he Commiss i on s i # i ng as a collegi al body. As

ch i e f execu t i ve o ffi cer o f t he Commiss i on, he/she shall

be respons i ble fo r t he i mplemen t a t i on o f t he pol i c i es

and t he programs adopt ed by t he Commiss i on fo r t he

general admin i s tr a t i on o f t he Commiss i on. He/she

shall perfo rm such o t her ac ti v i t i es whi ch are necessary

fo r t he e ff ec ti ve exerc i se o f t he powers, fun c ti ons and

respons i b i l i ti es o f th e Commiss i on.

SEC. 6. Compensa ti on and O t her Benefi ts. -

The Cha i rperson shall rece i ve compensa t i on and

al!~~a~ces_equ i valen t t o th a t o f a Departmen t Secre t ary

wh~le _ t he Commiss i oners shall rece i ve compensa ti o~

and allowances equ i valen t t o t ha t o f an U~dersecre

t ary . The Cha i rperson and t he members o f t he

Commiss i on shall be en ti t led t o re t i remen t bene fi t s

prov i ded under Repub li c Ac t numbered F i f t een

Hundred and S i x ty -E i gh t , as amended by Republ i c

~~t Numbered Three Thousand F i ve H~dred and
N i ne ty -F i ve.

SE~. 7. Powers, Func t i ons and Respons i b ili t i es

) 1 t heComm i ss i on. - The powers, fun c t i ons and

respons i b i l i t i es o f t he Commis; i on ar~ as fo llo~s~

~a) To admin.i s t cr, i mplemen t and en fo rce t he

rcgula t o ry pol i c i es o f t he Na t i onal Govemmen t w i t h

respec t t o t he regula t i on and l i cens i ng o f tl 1e vanous

pro fess i ons and occupa t i ons under i t s j unsd i c t i on

i nclud i ng t he enhancemen t and ma i n t enance o f

pro fess i onal and occupa t i onal s t andards and e t h i cs

and t hc en f orcemen t o f t hc rulcs and regula t i ons
rela t i ve t here t o;

~~}._ To. per fo rm any and all ac t s, en t er i n t o
con trac t s, make such rulcs and rcgula t i ons and i ssue
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such orders and o t her adm i n i s tr a t i ve i ssuances as

may be necessa ry i n t he execu t i on and i mplemen ta t i on

o f i t s func t i ons and t he i mprovemen t o f i t s serv i ces;

(c) To rev i ew, rev i se and approve resolu t i ons,

embodyi ng pol i c i es promulga t ed by t he Pro fess i onal

Regula t o ry Boards i n t he exerc i se o f t he i r powers and

func t i ons or i n i mplemen t i ng t he laws regula t i ng t he i r
respec t i ve pro fess i ons and o t her o ffi c i al ac t i ons on

non-m i n i s t er i al ma tt ers w i t h i n t he i r respec t i ve

j ur i sd i c t i ons;

(d) To adm i n i s t er and conduc t t he l i censure

exam i na t i ons o f t he var i ous regula t o ry boards i n
accordance w i t h t he rules and regula t i ons promulga t ed

by t he Comm i ss i on; de t e$ n i ne and fi x t he places and

da t es o f exam i na t i ons; use publ i cly or pr i va t ely owned

bu i ld i ngs and fac i l i t i es fo r exam i na t i on pu rposes;

conduc t more t han one (I) Ii censure exam i na t i on:

Prov i ded, t ha t , when t here are t wo (2) or more

exam i na t i ons gi ven i n a year, a t leas t one (I )

exam i na t i on shall be held on weekdays (Monday t o
Fr i day) : Prov i ded, fu r t her, t ha t , i f only one (I )

exam i na t i on i s gi ven i n a year, t h i s shall be held only
on weekdays: Prov i ded, fi nally, t ha t , t he Comm i ss i on

i s also au t hor i zed t o requ i re t he comple t i on o f a

re fr esher course where t he exam i nee has fa i led t o pass

t hree (3) t i mes, except as o t herw i se prov i ded by law;

approve t he resul t s o f exam i na t i ons and t he release o f
t he same; adopt measures t o preserve t he i n t egr i ty
and i nv i olab i l i ty o f l i censure exam i na t i ons; appo i n t
superv i sors and room wa t chers fr om among t he

em plo yees o f t he governmen t and/or pr i va t e
i nd i v i duals w i t h baccalaurea t e degrees, who have been

tr a i ned by t he Comm i ss i on fo r t he purpose and who

shall be en t i t led t o a reasonable da i ly allowance fo r

every exam i na t i on t hey ac t ually a t t ended, t o be

de t erm i ned and fi xed by t he Comm i ss i on; publ i sh t he

l i s t o f success fu l exam i nees; prov i de schools, colleges

and un i vers i t i es, publ i c and pr i va t e, o ff er i ng courses

fo r I i censure exam i na t i ons, w i t h copi es o f sample t es t
ques t i ons on exam i na t i ons recen t ly conduc t ed by t he

Comm i ss i on and copi es o f syllab i or t erms o f
spec i fi ca t i ons o f subj ec t s fo r l i censure exam i na t i ons;

and i mpose t he penal ty o f suspens i on or proh i b i t i on

fr om t ak i ng l i censure exam i na t i ons t o any exam i nee

charged and found gu i l ty o f v i ola t i ng t he rules and

regula t i ons govern i ng t he conduc t o f l i censure

exam i na t i ons promulga t ed by t he Comm i ss i on;

(e) To adm i t t he success fu l exam i nees t o t he

prac t i ce o f t he pro fess i on or occupa ti on; cause t he

en t ry o f t he i r names on i t s regi s t ry book and

com pu t er i zed da t a base; i ssue cer t i fi ca t es o f
re gi s t ra t i on/pro fess i onal l i cense, bea ri n g t he

regi s tr an t 's name, pi c tu re and regi s tr a t i on number,

s i gned by all t he members o f t he Board concerned

and t he Cha i rperson, w i t h t he o ffi c i al seal o f t he Board

and t he Comm i ss i on a ffi xed t here t o wh i ch ce rt i fi ca t e
shall be t he au t hor i t y t o prac t i ce; and a t t he opti on o f
t he pro fess i onal concerned, m i n i s t er i ally i ssue t he

pro fess i onal i den t i fi ca t i on card, t o be used solely fo r

t he pu rpose o f i den ti fi ca ti on, upon paymen t o f t he

appropr i a t e amoun t: Prov i ded, t ha t , mar i ne deck and

mar i ne en gi neer o f fi cers shall also be i ssued

endorsemen t cer t i fi ca t es exclus i vely b y t he

Comm i ss i on pursuan t t o t he 1978 and 1995 S t andards

o f Tra i n i ng, Ce rt i fi ca ti on and Wa t chkeepi ng (STCW)

Conven t i on, t o t he exclus i on o f any o t her governmen t
agency, Sec ti on 1(2) o f Execu ti ve Order No. 149, Se ri es

o f 1999 and prov i s i ons o f o t her ex i s t i ng laws, execu ti ve

orders, adm i n i s tr a t i ve i ssuances/regula t i ons t o t he

con tr ary no twi t hs t and i ng: Prov i ded, fi ,rt her, t ha t ,
once a ce rt i fi ca t e o f regi s tr a t i on/pro fess i onal l i cense,

or ce rt i fi ca t e o f compe t ency, i n t he case o f mar i ne

deck and engi ne o ffi cers are i ssued, t h i s canno t be

w i t hdrawn, cancelled, revoked, or suspended except
fo r j us t cause as may be prov i ded by law a ft er due

no t i ce and hear i ng;

( f) To have cus t ody o f all t he records o f t he

vari ous Boards, i nclud i ng exam i na t i on papers, m i nu t es

o f del i bera t i on, records o f adm i n i s t ra t i ve cases and

i nves t i ga t i ons and exam i na t i on resu lt s fo r con tr ol and

d i spos i t i on;

( g) To de t enn i ne and fi x t he amoun t o f fees t o
be charged and collec t ed fo r exam i na t i on, regi s t ra t i on,

regi s t ra t i on w i t hou t exam i na t i on, pro fess i onal

i den t i fi ca t i on card, cer t i fi ca t i on, docke t , appeal,

replacemen t , accred i t a t i on, i nclud i ng surcharges and

o t her fees no t spec i fi ed under t he prov i s i ons o f
Republ i c Ac t Numbered Four Hundred S i x ty -F i ve as

amended by Republ i c Ac t Numbered S i x t y-F i ve

Hundred and Eleven or t o charge and collec t
reasonable fees a t t he ra t es h i gher t han t he ra t es

prov i ded t hereunder subj ec t t o t he approval by t he

O ffi ce o f t he Pres i den t.

(h) To appo i n t subj ec t t o t he C i v i l Serv i ce laws,

rules, and regula t i ons, o ffi c i als and employees o f t he

Comm i ss i on necessa ry fo r t he e ff ec t i ve per fo rmance

o f i t s func t i ons and respons i b il i t i es; prescr i be t he i r
du t i es and fi x t he i r compensa t i on subj ec t t o t he
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prov i s i ons o f Republ i c Ac t Numbered S i x Thousand

s~-ven Hundre i and F i f t y-E i gh t and allowan~_es

i nclud i ng o t her fr i nge bene fi t s and; t o ass i gn and/ or

reass i gn personnel as t he ex i gency o f t he serv i ce

requlres subj ec t t o t he C i v i l Serv i ce laws, rules and

regula t i ons; ~nd t o organ i ze or reor~an_ i _z~ t he ~~c ture

ot th e Commiss i on; and crea t e or abol i sh pos i ti ons or

change t he des i gna t i on o f ex i s t i ng po~~ ti o~s i ~
accordance w i t h a- s t a ff mg pa tt ern prepared by i t and

approved by t he O ffi ce o f t he Pres i d~~ ~pon t h:

r;~ommend~ t i on o f th e Departmen t o f Budge t and

Managemen t t o mee t t he changi ng cond i t i ons o~ ~~

t he n;ed ar i ses: Prov i ded, t ha t , such changes shall

no t a ff ec t t he employmen t s t a tu s o f t he i ncumben t s,

reduce t he i r ranks and/ or salar i es nor shall resul t i n

th e i r separa ti on fr om t he serv i ce;

( i ) To submit and recommend t o th e Pres i den t o f

t he Ph i l i pp i nes t he names o f l i cense d/ re gi s t ered

pro f ess i onals fo r appo i n tmen t as members o f t he

var i ous Pro f ess i onal Regula t o ry Boards fr om among
t hose nomina t ed t o fi ll up vacanc i es pursuan t t o th e

prov i s i ons o f Execu t i ve Order No. 496, Ser i es o f 1991;

U) Upon recommenda t i on o f t he Pro fess i onal

Re gula t ory Board concerned, t o approve t he

reg i s t ra t i on o f and au t hor i ze t he i ssuance o f a

cer t i fi ca t e o f regi s t ra t i o n/ l i cense and pro f ess i onal

i den t i fi ca t i on card w i t h or w i t hou t examina t i on t o a

fo re i gner who i s regi s t ered under t he laws o f h i s s t a t e

or coun try and whose ce rt i fi ca t e o f regi s tr a t i on i ssued

t here i n has no t been suspended or revoked: Prov i ded,

t ha t , t he requ i remen t s fo r t he regi s tr a t i on or l i cens i ng

i n sa i d fo re i gn s t a t e or coun try are subs t an t i ally t he

same as t hose requ i red and con t empla t ed by t he laws

o f t he Ph i li pp i nes and t ha t t he laws o f such fo re i gn

s t a t e or coun t ry allow t he c i t i zens o f t he Ph i l i ppi nes

t o prac t i ce t he pro f ess i on on t he same bas i s and gran t

t he same pr i v i leges as t hose enj oyed by t he subj ec t s

or c i t i zens o f such fo re i gn s t a t e or coun try : Prov i ded,

* t her, t ha t , t he Comm i ss i on may, upon recommend

a t i on o f t he Board concerned, au t hor i ze t he i ssuance

o f a cer t i fi ca t e o f regi s tr a t i on/ li cense or a spec i al

t emporary pe rmi t t o fo re i gn pro fe ss i onals who des i re

t o prac t i ce t he i r pro fe ss i ons i n t he coun tr y under

rec i proc i t y and o t her i n t erna t i onal agreemen t s;

consu lt an t s i n fo re i gn- fu nded, j o i n t ventu re or fo re i gn

ass i s t ed proj ec t s o f t he governmen t , employees o f
Ph i l i ppi ne or fo re i gn pr i va t e fi rms or i ns t i tu t i ons

pursuan t t o law, or hea lt h pro f ess i onals engaged i n
human i t ar i an miss i on fo r a li mi t ed per i od o f t i me:

Prov i ded, fi nally , t ha t agenc i es, organ i za t i ons or
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i nd i v i duals whe t her publ i c or pr i va t e, who secure

t he serv i ces o f a fo re i gn pro fe ss i onal au t hor i zed by

law t o prac t i ce i n t he Ph i l i ppi nes fo r reasons

a fo remen t i oned, shall be respons i ble fo r secur i ng a

spec i al perm i t fr om t he Pro fe ss i onal Regula t i on

Comm i ss i on (PRC) and t he Departmen t o f Labor

and Employmen t (DOLE) pursuan t t o PRC and DOLE

rules;

(k) To au t hor iz e any o ffi cer o f th e Commiss i on

t o admin i s t er oa t hs;

(1) To superv i se fo re i gn na t i onals who are

au th o ri zed by ex i s t in g laws t o prac ti ce th e ir pro fess i ons

e i t her as holders o f a ce rt i fi ca t e o f regi s tr a ti on and a

pro f ess i onal i den t i fi ca t i on card or a t emporary spec i al

pe rmi t i n t he Phi l i ppi nes; t o ensure th a t t he t erms and

cond i t i ons fo r t he i r prac t i ce or o f t he i r employmen t

are s tr i c t ly compl i ed wi th ; t o requ i re th e h i r i ng or

employ i ng governmen t agency or pr i va t e en t i t y/

i ns ti tu t i on t o secure a t emporary spec i al permi t fr om

t he concerned Board subj ec t t o approval by t he

Commiss i on and t o fil e a cr i minal compla i n t aga i ns t

t he head o f t he governmen t agency or o ffi cers o f th e

sa i d pr i va t e en ti ty / i ns t i tu t i on, who shall be l i able under

t he penal ty prov i ded fo r i n t he concerned pro fess i onal

regula t o ry law or t he penal ty i mposed pursuan t t o

t h i s Ac t , when t he pro fe ss i onal was h i red and allowed

t o prac t i ce h i s /h er pro fe ss i on w i t hou t permi t ; t o fil e

upon due process reques t fo r depo rt a t i on w i t h t he

Bureau o f Immigra t i on and Depo rt a t i on (BID); and t o

superv i se pro f ess i onals who were fo rmer c i ti zens o f

t he Ph i l i ppi nes and who had been regi s t ered and

i ssued a cert i fi ca t e o f regi s tr a ti on and a pro fe ss i onal

i den ti fi ca ti on card pri or t o th e ir na tu ra li za ti on as fo re i gn

c i t i zens, who may, wh i le i n t he coun try on a v i s i t ,

soj ourn or permanen t res i dence, prac t i ce t he i r

pro fe ss i on: Prov i ded, t ha t , pr i or t o t he prac t i ce o f

t he i r pro fess i on t hey shall have fi rs t been i ssued a

spec i al pe rmi t and upda t ed pro fe ss i onal i den t i fi ca t i on

card by t he Board concerned subj ec t t o approval by

t he Commiss i on and upon paymen t o f t he pern% t and

annual regi s tr a t i on fe es;

(m) To mon i t or t he per fo rmance o f schools i n

li censure examina ti ons and pub li sh t he resu lt s t hereo f
i n a newspaper o f na t i onal c i rcula t i on;

(n) To ado pt and i ns t i tu t e a comprehens i ve

ra t i ng sys t em fo r un i vers i t i es, colleges and tr a i n i ng
i ns t i t u t es based on t he pass i ng ra t i o and overall

per fo rmance o f s tu de nt s i n board examina t i ons:+
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(o) To exerc i se adm i n i s tr a t i ve superv i s i on over

t he var i ous pro fe ss i onal regula t o ry boards and i t s
members;

( p) To adopt and promulga t e such rules and

re gula t i ons as may be necessary t o e ff ec t i vely

i mplemen t po li c i es w i t h respec t t o t he regula t i on and

prac ti ce o f th e pro fe ss i ons;

( q) To i mplemen t t he pro gram fo r t he fu ll

compu t er i za ti on o f all l i censure examina ti ons gi ven by
t he var i ous pro fe ss i onal regula t o ry boards i nclud i ng

t he regi s tr a t i on o f pro fess i onals no t la t er t han t he

year 2003 and o th er opera t i ons o f t he Commiss i on;

(r) To i nves t i ga t e and deci de admin i s tr a t i ve

ma t t ers i nvolv i ng o ffi cers and employees under t he

ju r i sd i c ti on o f t he Commiss i on;

(s) To i nves t i ga t e mo t u propr i o or upon t he

fi l i ng o f a ver i fi ed compla i n t , any member o f t he

Pro f ess i onal Regula t o ry Boards fo r neglec t o f du ty ,

i ncompe t ence, unpro f ess i onal, une t h i cal, i mmoral or

d i shonorable conduc t , commiss i on o f i rregular i t i es i n

t he l i censure examina t i ons wh i ch t a i n t or i mpugn t he

i n t egr i ty and au t hen t i c i ty o f t he resu lt s o f t he sa i d

examina t i ons and, i f fo und gu i l ty , t o revoke or suspend

t he i r cer t i fi ca t es o f re gi s tr a t i on and pro fe ss i onal

l i censes/ i den t i fi ca t i on cards and t o recommend t o th e

Pres i den t o f t he Ph i l i ppi nes t he i r suspens i on or

removal fr om o ffi ce as t he case may be;

( t ) To i ssue summons, subpoena and subpoena

duces recum i n connec t i on w i t h t he i nves ti ga ti on o f

cases a ga i ns t o ffi c i als and emplo yees o f t he

Comm i ss i on and t he members o f t he Pro fe ss i onal

Regula t ory Boards;

(u) To hold i n con t empt an err i ng pa rty or person

only upon appl i ca t i on w i t h a cour t o f compe t en t

j ur i sd i c t i on;

(v) To call upon or reques t any departmen t ,

i ns tru men t a li ty , o ffi ce, bureau, i ns t i tu t i on or agency

o f t he governmen t i nclud i ng local governmen t un i t s
t o render such ass i s t ance as i t may re qu i re, or t o

coord i na t e or coopera t e i n order t o ca rry ou t , en fo rce

or i mplemen t t he pro fe ss i onal regula t o ry pol i c i es o f

t he governmen t or any pro gram or ac t i v i ty i t may
unde rt ake pursuan t t o t he prov i s i ons o f t h i s Ac t ;

(w) To i n i t i a t e an i nves t i ga t i on, upon compla i n t

under oa t h by an aggr i eved party , o f any person,

whe t her a pr i va t e i nd i v i dual or pro fe ss i onal, local or

fo re i gn, who prac t i ces t he regula t ed pro fe ss i on or

occupa t io n w i th ou t be i ng au t hor i zed by law, or w i t hou t
be i ng regi s t ered w i t h and li censed by t he concerned

regula t o ry board and i ssued t he correspond i ng l i cense/

pro fe ss i onal i den t i fi ca t i on card or t empora ry spec i al

permi t , or who commit s any o f t he proh i b i t ed ac t s

prov i ded i n t he regula t ory laws o f t he var i ous

pro f ess i ons, wh i ch ac t s are cr i minal i n na tu re, and, i f
t he ev i dence so warran t s, t o fo rward t he records o f

t he case t o t he o f fi ce o f t he c i t y or prov i nc i al

prosecu t or fo r t he fi li n g o f t he correspond i ng
i n fo rma t i on i n cour t by t he lawyers o f t he legal serv i ces

o f t he Commiss i on who may prosecu t e sa i d easels

upon be in g depu t i zed by t he Secre t a ry o f Jus ti ce;

(x) To prepare an annual report o f accompl i shmen t

on t he pro grams, pro je c t s and ac t i v i t i es o f t he

Commiss i on du ri ng th e year fo r subm i ss i on t o Congress

a ft er t he close o f i t s calendar year and make

a ppro pr i a t e recommenda t i ons on i ssues and/or

problems a ff ec t i ng t he Commiss i on, t he Pro fe ss i onal

Regula t o ry Board, and t he var i ous pro fess i ons under

i t s j ur i sd i c t i on;

( y) To per fo rm such o t her fu nc t i ons and du t i es

as may be necessary t o ca rry ou t t he prov i s i ons o f

t h i s Ac t , t he var i ous pro fe ss i onal regula t o ry laws,

decrees, execu t i ve orders and o t her adm i n i s tr a t i ve

i ssuances.

SEC. 8. Regi onal Offi ces. - The Commiss i on i s
hereby au t hor i zed t o crea t e regi onal o ffi ces as may be

necessary t o carry ou t t he i r fu nc t i ons manda t ed

under t h i s Ac t.

SEC. 9. Powers, Func t i ons and Respons i b i li t i es

- t he Var i ous Prof ess i onal Regula t o,y Boards. -

The var i ous pro fess i onal regula t o ry boards shall re t a i n

t he fo llow i ng powers, fu nc ti ons and respons i b i l i t i es:

(a) To regula t e t he prac ti ce o f t he pro fe ss i ons i n

accordance w i t h t he prov i s i ons o f t he i r respec t i ve

pro f ess i onal regula t o ry laws;

(b) To mon i t or t he cond i t i ons a ff ec t i ng t he

prac t i ce o f t he pro fess i on or occupa t i on under t he i r

respec t i ve jur i sd i c t i ons and whenever necessary, adopt

such measures as may be deemed proper fo r t he

enl1ancemen t o f t he pro f ess i on or occup. on and/ or

t he ma i n t enance o f h i gh pro f ess i onal, e t h i cal and

t echn i cal s t andards, and fo r t h i s pu rpose t he members
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o f t he Board duly au t hor i zed by t he Comm i ss i on': i t h

depu t i zed employees o f t he Comm i s~ i on~ m_ay ~o~~uc~

ocular i nspec t i ons i n i ndus tT i al, mechan i cal, elec tr i cal

or chem i c~l plan t s or es t abl i shmen ts , hospi t als, cl i n~cs,

labora t o ri es," t es t i ng fac i l i ti es, m i nes and quarr i es, o t her

engi neer i ng fa c i l i t i es and i n t he case o f s :_h~ols,_ i n
co~rd i na t i ~n w i t h Comm i ss i on on Higher Educa t i on

(CHED);

(c) To hear and i nves t i ga t e cases ar i s i ng fr om

v i ola t i ons o f t he i r respec t i ve laws, t he rules and

regula t i ons promulga t ed t hereunder and t he i r Codes

o f E t h i cs and, fo r t h i s pu rpose, may i ssue summons,

subpoena and subpoena duces t ecum t o alleged

v i ola t ors and/ or w i t nesses t o compel t he i r a tt endance

i n such i nves t i ga t i ons or hear i ngs: Prov i ded, Tha t ,
t he dec i s i on o f t he Pro fess i onal Regula t ory Board

shall, unless appealed t o t he Comm i ss i on, become

fi nal and execu t o ry a ft er fi ft een (15) days fr om rece i pt
o f no t i ce o f j udgmen t or dec i s i on;

(d) To delega t e t he hear i ng or i nves t i ga t i on o f
adm i n i s tr a t i ve cases fil ed be fo re t hem except i n cases

where the i ssue or ques t i on i nvolved s t r i c t ly concerns

t he prac t i ce o f t he pro fess i on or occupa t i on, i n wh i ch

case, t he hear i ng shall be pres i ded over by a t leas t
one (1) member o f t he Board concerned ass i s t ed by
a Legal or Hear i ng O ffi cer o f t he Comm i ss i on;

(e) To conduc t , t hrough t he Legal O ffi cers o f t he

CoJTim i ss i on, summa ry proceed i ngs on m i nor v i ola t i ons

o f t he i r respec t i ve regula t o ry laws, v i ola t i ons o f t he

rules and re gula t i ons i ssued b y t he boards t o
i mplemen t t he i r respec t i ve laws, i nclud i ng v i ola t i ons

o f the general i ns t ruc t i ons t o exam i nees comm i tt ed by
exam i nees, and render summa ry j udgmen t t hereon

wh i ch shall, unless appealed t o t he Comm i ss i on,

become fi nal and exccu t o ry a ft er fi ft een (15) days fr om

rece i pt o f no t i ce o f j udgmen t or dec i s i on;

( f) Subj ec t t o fi nal approval by t he Comm i ss i on,

to recommend regi s t ra t i on w i t hou t exam i na t i on and

t he i ssuance o f correspond i ng ce rt i fi ca t e o f regi s tr a t i on

and pro fess i onal i den t i fi ca t i on card;

( g) A ft er due process, t o suspend, revoke or

re i ssue, re- i ns t a t e ce rt i fi ca t e o f regi s tr a t i on or l i censes

fo r causes prov i ded by law;

(h) To prepare, adopt and i ssue t he syllab i or

tables o f spec i fi ca t i ons o f t he subj ec t s fo r exa~ i na t i ons

i n consul t a t i on w i t h t he academe; de t erm i ne and
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prepare t he ques t i ons fo r t he li censure exam i na t i ons

wh i ch shall s tr i c t ly be w i t h i n t he scope o f t he syllabus

or t able o f spec i fi ca t i ons o f t he subj ec t fo r exam i na ti on;

score and ra t e t he exam i na t i on papers w i t h t he name

and s i gna t ure o f t he Board member concerned

appear i ng t hereon and subm i t t he resul t s i n all subj ec t s
duly s i gned by t he members o f t he Board t o t he

Comm i ss i on w i t h i n t en (10) days fr om t he las t day o f
exam i na t i on unless ex t ended by t he Comm i ss i on fo r

j us t i fi able cause/s; and subj ec t t o t he approval by t he

Comm i ss i on, de t erm i ne t he appropri a t e pass i ng general

average ra t i ng i n an exam i na t i on i f no t prov i ded fo r i n
t he law regula t i ng t he pro fess i on;

( i ) To pre pare an annual repor t o f
accompl i shmen t s on programs, proj ec t s and ac t i v i t i es

o f t he Board dur i ng t he year fo r subm i ss i on t o t he

Comm i ss i on a ft er t he close o f each calendar year and

make appropr i a t e recommenda t i ons on i ssues or

problems a ff ec t i ng t he pro fess i on t o t he Comm i ss i on.

SEC. 10. Compensa t i on of t he Members of t he

Profess i onal Regula t ory Boards. - The members o f
t he pro fess i onal regula t ory boards shall rece i ve

compensa t i on equ i valen t t o, a t leas t , two salary grades

lower than t he salary grade o f t he Co~m i ss i oners:

Prov i ded, Tha t t he Cha i rperson o f t he Regula t ory
Board shall rece i ve a mon t hly compensa t i on o f two

s t eps h i gher t han t he members o f t he Board, and;

Prov i ded, f urt her, Tha t t hey shall be en t i t led t o o t her

allowances and bene fi t s prov i ded under ex i s t i ng laws.

SEC. 11. Persons t o Teach Subj ec tsfor L i censure

Exam i na t i on on all Profess i ons. - All subj ec t s fo r

I i censure exam i na t i ons shall be t augh t by persons

who are holders o f val i d ce rt i fi ca t es o f regi s tr a ti on

and val i d pro fess i onal l i censes o f t he pro fess i on and

who comply w i t h t he o t her requ i remen t s o f t he

Comm i ss i on on H i gher Educa t i on (CHED).

SEC. 12. Ass i s t ance of Law Enf orcemen t Agency.
- Any law en fo rcemen t agency shall, upon call or

reques t o f t he Comm i ss i on or o f any Pro fess i onal

Regula t o ry Board, render ass i s t ance i n en fo rc i ng t he

regula t o ry law o f t he pro fess i on i nclud i ng t he rules

and re gula t i ons promul ga t ed t hereunder b y
prosecu t i ng t he v i ola t ions t hereo f i n accordance w i t h
law and t he rules o f cou rt .

SEC. 13. Appropr i a t i ons. - The amoun t
necessa ry t o ca rry ou t t he i n i t i al i mplemen t a t i on o f
t h i s Ac t shall be charged aga i ns t t h~ curren t year's
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a ppro pr i a t i ons o f t he Pro f ess i onal Re gula t i on

Comm i ss i on. Therea f t er, such sums as may be

necessa ry fo r t he con t i nued i mplemen t a t i on o f t h i s
Ac t shall be i ncluded i n t he succeed i ng General

Appropr i a t i ons Ac t.

SEC. 14. Au t hor i ty t o Use Income. - In add i t i on

t o t he annual appropr i a t i ons o f t he Comm i ss i on

prov i ded under t he Annual General Appropr i a t i ons

Ac t , t he Comm i ss i on i s hereby au t hor i zed t o use i t s
i ncome no t exceed i ng t he amoun t o f fo rty - fi ve (45)

m ill i on pesos a year fo r a per i od o f fi ve (5) years a ft er

t he e ff ec t i v i ty o f t h i s Ac t t o i mplemen t t he program

fo r fu ll compu t er i za t i on o f t he opera t i ons o f t he

Comm i ss i on, subj ec t t o t he usual accoun t i ng and

aud i t i ng requ i remen t s.

SEC. 15. Penalti es for Man ipula ti on and O t her

Corrupt Prac t i ces i n t he Conduc t of Prof ess io nal

Exam i na t i ons. -

(a) Any person who man i pula t es or r i gs l i censure

exam i na t i on resul t s, secre t ly i n fo rms or makes known

l i censure exam i na t i on ques t i ons pr i or t o t he conduc t
o f t he exam i na t i on or t ampers w i t h t he grades i n
pro f ess i onal l i censure exam i na t i ons shall, upon

conv i c t i on, be pun i shed by i mpr i sonmen t o f no t less

t han s i x (6) years and one (I) day t o no t more t han

twelve (12) years or a fi ne o f no t less t han F i f ty
t housand pesos (P50,000.00) t o no t more t han One

hundred t housand pesos (Pl 00,000.00) or bo t h such

i mpr i sonmen t and fi ne a t t he d i scre t i on o f t he cou rt .

(b) In case t he o ff ender i s an o ffi cer or employee o f
t he Comm i ss i on or a member o f t he regula t o ry board,

he/she shall be removed fr om o ffi ce and shall su ff er

t he penal ty o f pe rpe tual absolu t e d i squal i fi ca t i on fr om

publ i c o ffi ce i n add i t i on t o t he penal t i es prescr i bed i n
t he preced i ng sec t i on o f t h i s Ac t ;

(c) The penal ty o f i mpr i sonmen t rangi ng fr om four (4)

years and one (I) day t o s i x (6) years or a fi ne rangi ng
fr om Twen ty t housand pesos (P20,000.00) t o no t more

t han Fo rty -n i ne t housand pesos (P49,000.00), or bo t h
i mpr i sonmen t and fi ne a t t he d i scre t i on o f t he cou rt ,
shall be i mposed upon t he accompl i ces. The penal ty
o f i mpr i sonmen t rangi ng fr om two (2) years and one

(I ) day t o four (4) years or a fi ne rangi ng fr om F i ve

t housand pesos (P5,000.00) t o no t more t han N i ne t een

t housand pesos (Pl 9,000.00), or bo t h i mpr i sonmen t
and fi ne a t t he d i scre t i on o f t he cou rt , shall be i mposed

upon t he accessor i es.

SEC. 16. Pena lt i es f or Viola t io ns of Sec. 7 -

Subparagraph (1 ) by Heads of Governmen t Agen ci es

or Offi cers of Pri va t e En t iti es/Ins ti t u ti ons. -

Any head o f a governmen t agency or o ffi cer(s) o f
a pr i va t e fi m/ ns t i tu t i on who v i ola t es Sec. 7 - subpar.

(I) o f t h i s Ac t shall be pun i shed by i mpr i sonmen t o f
no t less t han s i x (6) mon t hs and one (l ) day t o no t
more t han s i x (6) years, or a fi ne o f no t less t han F i f ty
t housand pesos (P50,000.00) t o no t more t han F i ve

hundred t housand pesos (P500,000.00) or bo t h a t t he

d i scre t i on o f t he cou rt .

SEC. 17. Implemen t i ng Rules and Regula ti ons. -

W i t h i n n i ne ty (90) days a f t er t he approval o f t h i s Ac t ,
t he Pro fess i onal Regula t i on Comm i ss i on, t oge t her

w i t h represen t a t i ves o f t he var i ous Pro fess i onal

Regula t ory Boards and Accred i t ed Pro fess i onal

Organ i za t i ons, t he Depar t men t o f Budge t and

Managemen t , and t he Comm i ss i on on H i gher Educa t i on

shall prepare and promulga t e t he necessa ry rules and

regula t i ons needed t o i mplemen t t he prov i s i ons o f
t h i s Ac t.

SEC. 18. Trans it ory , Prov i s i ons. - The i ncumben t
Comm i ss i oner and t wo (2) i ncumben t Assoc i a t e
Comm i ss i oners shall serve as Cha i rperson and

Comm i ss i oners respec t i vely under t he t enns fo r wh i ch

t hey have been appo i n t ed w i t hou t need o f new

appo i ntmen t s. The i ncumben t Execu t i ve D i rec t or shall

l i kew i se serve as Ass i s t an t Comm i ss i oner w i t hou t need

o f new appo i n t men t.

SEC. 19. Separab ili ty Clause. - If any prov i s i on

o f t h i s Ac t or t he appl i ca t i on o f such prov i s i on t o
any person or c i rcums t ances i s declared i nval i d
or uncons t i t u t i onal, t he rema i nder o f t h i s Ac t or

appl i ca t i on o f such prov i s i ons t o o t her persons

or c i rcums t ance shall no t be a ff ec t ed b y such

declara t i on.

SEC. 20. Repea li ng Clause. - Republ i c Ac t No.

546, Pres i den t i al Decree No. 223, as amended by
Pres i den t i al Decree No. 657, Republ i c Ac t No. 5181,

and Execu t i ve Order No. 266, Se ri es o f 1995 are hereby
repealed. Sec t i on 23 (h) o f Republ i c Ac t No. 7836,

Sec t i on 4 (m & s), Sec t i on 23 o f Republ i c Ac t
No. 7920, and Sec t i on 29 o f Republ i c Ac t No. 8050,

i nso fa r as i t requ i res comple t i on o f t he requ i remen t s
o f t he Con t i nu i ng Pro fess i onal Educa t i on (CPE) as a

cond i t i on fo r t he renewal o f t he l i cense are hereby
repealed. All o t her laws, orders, rules and regula t i ons
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or resolu t i ons and all part/ s thereo f i ncons i s ten t w i t h
t he prov i s i ons o f t h i s Ac t are hereby repealed or

amended accord i ngly .

SEC. 21. Ejfect i vi ty . - Th i s Ac t shall take e ff ec t
a ft er fi ft een (I 5) days fo llow i ng i t s publ i ca t i on i n t he

) )jfi ci al Gazelle or i n two (2) newspapers o f general
c i rcula t i on, wh i chever i s earl i er.

Approved,

ADJOURNMENT OF SESSION

Sena t ~~ !a t ad.. ~r. _P~es i ?en t ,_I move t ha t we adj oum t he
sesslon unUl three o'clock i n t he a ft emoon o f Monday, Oc t o
ber 23, 2000.

The Pre~ i den t. . Is !her~ any obj ec t i on? [Sil ence] There

be i ng none, t he sess i on i s adj oumed un t i l t hree o'clock i n t he
a f t ernoon o f Monday, Oc t ober 23, 2000.

It was 4:42 p.m.


