' RECORD OF THE SENATE

called the session to order. . ... .

TUESDAY AUGUST 6, 1996
OPENING OF THE SESSION

At4 45 p.n., theSenatePresrdent Hon NeptaIrA Gonzales

W L

ThePresident. The Seventh sessron inthe Second Regular

Sessron of the Tenth Congress is hereby called to order

‘Letusallstand for the opemng prayer to be led by Sen J uan

M. Flavier.

- Everybody rose for the opening prayer. . ... .31
PRAYER :

Senatbr Flarier : o : L

Our Heavenly Father " B

We beseech Thee in the Senate to grant us::
. Health enough to make work a pleasure,
Wealth enough to support our needs, -
Strength enough to battle difficulties and -
overcome them,
Grace enough to confess our sins and forsake them; "
Patienceenoughtotoil until some good is accomplished,
Charity enough to see some good in our neighbors,
Love enough to move us to be useful and helpful
to others,
‘Faith enough to make real things of God,
Hope enough to remove all anxious fears concerning
' the future

Amen :
ROLLCALL. .
The Presid'en.t. ,"I’h'e'Secreta_ry will please'call.the roll.

The Acting Secretary IAtty'.‘,Tolentino.]., reading:

‘Senator Heherson T. Alvarez.......coveunee Present
Senator Edgardo J. Angara ....................... Present
Senator Anna Dominique M. L. Coseteng Present -
Senator Franklin M. Drilon ............co...... Present
Senator Juan Ponce Enrile .........cc.ovvevueenene Present
Senator Marcelo B. Fernan............coceveneue. Present
‘Senator Juan M. Flavier ............oo.eivevunne. Present
Senator Ernesto F. Herrera ...........cc....... T

: Senatqr Gregorio B. Honasan.................... Present

** On official mission .

...Senator Gloria M. Macapagal ....... vionniivind Present .
" -Senator Ernesto M: Maceda.......: ...Present . ;i

Senator Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr......ivvee. Present- -
Senator Orlando S. Mercado ........c.cceenneee. Present -

---Senator Blas F..Ople............icoiunin 5., Present
Senator Sergio R. Osmefia 11 (U Present*: .|
Senator Ramon B. Revilla c.vcvevveveerecnnen. LR

- Senator Raul S. Roco ......... 0.0 Present

 Senator Alberto G. Romulo .............50. . Present

- Senator Miriam D. Santiago :........ Lvevesinbo Absent**¥
Senator Leticia R. Shahani eviatseessbet et Present
Senator Vicente C. Sotto III ... Present*
Senator Francisco S. Tatad ....... Seivoihic. Present
Senator Freddie N. Webb .......................... Present

~-‘The Presrdent ...... ‘..:....;.; ........ verresiecedindeies Present

The Presndent Wrth 19 senators present the Charr de-
clares the presence of a quorum.: R )

b fo e
. . 3

THE JOURNAL

Senator Romulo Mr Presrdent Imove that we drspense
with the reading of the Journal of. the prevrous session and
consrder it approved. - Gt

The President. Is _there any 6bj.e'ctibn?. [ SiIénee ] There
being none, the motion is approved.

The Secretary will fead the Reference of Business. )
' 'REFERENCE OFBUSINESS ~ " * '
BILLS ONFIRSTREADING

The Actmg Secretary [Atty. Tolentino]. Senate Bill No.
1652 entrtled

AN-ACT PROVIDING INCENTIVES FOR' IN-
CREASE IN'LABOR EMPLOYMENT AND
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT,
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC
ACTNO. 6977, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE
“MAGNA CARTA FOR SMALL ENTER-

- PRISES”, AND EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 226,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “OMNIBUS * "
INVESTMENTS CODE OF 1987, AS
AMENDED” ' -

Introduced by Senators Shaham, Magsaysay Jr, and
Flavier

*Arrived after the roll call
~ ***On account of illness
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Suspension of Session

.- CENTENNIAL"OLYMPIC GAMES HELD IN

- ATLANTA, GEORGIA. USA FROM JULY 19 - :-

- TO AUGUST 04.*1996,;.AND FOR ‘OTHER .-~
'PURPOSES | U S

PHILIPPINES AS A SILVER MEDALIST IN
THE 1996 ATLANTA OLYMPICS e

Introduced by Senator Ople -

The President. Reterred to the Comrruttee on Rules Introduced by Senalor Sotto III
The Acting Secretary [Atty Tolentmo] Proposed Senate

The Presrdent Referred to the Commlttee on Youlh and
Resolution No. 530, entitled . : '

Sports Development ... -
RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE Senator Romulo Mr Presrdent
COMMITTEES TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY,

IN AID OF LEGISLATION, INTO THE
CIRCUMSTANCES THAT LED TO THE
RECENT BREACH OF THE PAMPANGA

... MEGADIKE AND ONCONTINGENCY PLANS
TOPROTECTTHELIVES OFTHERESIDENTS - .
IN PAMPANGA TOWNS - FACING
DESTRUCTION FROM LAHAR . . .

The Presrdent The Majorrty Leader is rceo,‘:mzed

Senator Romulo. Mr. President, yesterday, we announced
that for the agenda or calendar of today’s session, we will take
up the individual amendments on Senate Bill No. 950, the
Special Law.on Rape: Also, for interpellation, we have Scnate
Bill No. 1562, Liberalizing Retail Trade; and Proposed Senate
Resolution No. 459, Ratification of the UN Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and

: Use of Chemrcal Weapons and Their Destruetlon
ThePresident. Referred to the Committee on Public Works

Introduced by Senator Ople.

SUSPENSION OF THE SESSION

The Acting Secretary [Atty Tolentmo] Proposed Senate
Resolution No. 531, entitled Before we take up the first part of the agenda which is the
Special Law on Rape for individual amendments, may I ask for
a brief suspension of the session so that our collcagucs can

prepare their individual amendments, Mr. Presrdent

RESOLUTIONEXTENDING WARMESTCONGRA-
TULATIONS AND FELICITATIONS TO
FILIPINOBOXER,MANSUETO VELASCOIJR.,
FOR WINNING A SILVERMEDALINBOXING
AT THE 1996 WORLD OLYMPIC GAMES

- HELD IN ATLANTA CITY, USA, AND
BRINGING HONORS, BY SUCH HEROIC
FEAT, TO OUR COUNTRY -

The President. Is there any ob_|ect|0n’ [Srlence] There
being none, the session is suspended.

Atwas 4: 53pm

RESUMPTION OF THE SESSION

~ Introduced by Senator Sotto IIT - 4
- o S At 5 03 p.m., the session was resumed
. The President. Referred to the Committee on Rules ;
The Presrdent The session is resumed.

. The Acting Secretary [Atty. Tolentino]. Proposed Senate

Resolutron No. 532, entitled . .BILL ON SECOND READING
' S. No. 950—Special Law on Rape
RESOLUTION DIRECTING 'I'HE COMMI’I’I‘EE ON : ‘

v (Contmuatzon)
YOUTH AND SPORTS DEVELOPMENT TO ‘ :

INQUIRE, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, FROM
THEPHILIPPINE SPORTS COMMISSION AND

- THEPHILIPPINE OLYMPIC COMMITTEEON |

THE PERFORMANCE AS WELL AS THE

CONDITION OF THE PHILIPPINE ATHLETIC.

DELEGATION DURING THEIR PARTICI-
PATION IN THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED

T

Senator Romulo. Mr. President, I rnove that we resume
consideration of Senate Bill No. 950 as reported out under
Committee Report No. 78. Thrs is the Specral Law on Rape.

The Presrdent Is lhere any obJectron’ [Sr[ence] There
being none, resumption of consideration of Senate Bill No. 950

. is now in order.
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Senator Romulo. We are now in the period of individual
" amendments, Mr. President. Upon the advice and request of our
colleagues, we will consider the individual amendments as we

. move page by page and line by lrne SRS P

So, I ask, Mr. President,‘ that the sponsor.of the bill, the ‘

distinguished Senate President Pro Tempore, Senator Shahani,
be recognized, and the individual senators who would wish to
propose individual amendments onthe particular page where we
are in, to be recognized accordmgly

For the first mdrvrdual amendment may I ask that the
distinguished gentleman from Iloilo City, Senator Drilon, be
recognized. —
bt s LD s k
The Presrdent Senator Dnlon is recogmzed
SenatorShaham Mr Presrdent, Justforthe mformatlon of
our colleagues, we shall be using the samie text. Ijiust would like
to make sure that we do have as our working paper the versron
~ as of July 31st.. ThlS was dlstrrbuted yesterday ;

vyt

May I also suggest that we go 11ne by lme because of the
complexity of the topic before us. : +t. . ..

The President. Is there any individual amendment on page
l of Senate Bill No. 950 versmn as of three o clock p m., July
31, 19967 i oty : =
Senator Drrlon is recogmzed
[ RS

DRILON AMENDMENT S

Senator Drilon. Inline 13, page 1, unless there are anterior
amendments—just a matter of style—1I propose an amendment
by deleting the words “a crime” becauise this whole article and
chapter is now part of the Revised Penal Code. Therefore, we
can just simplify line 13 by reading “Rape is committed”,
instead of saying “Rape is a crime”. Just a matter of style, Mr.
President. R L RET TR

' Senator Shaham It is accepted Mr Presrdent
The Presrdent Is there any objectron to thrs amendment"
[Srlence] There bemg none, the amendment is approved

Is there any further amendment on page 1'7

. V“‘f-: RGO EE NN ll. %‘) st '
Senator Drilon. In line 17 Mr. Presrdent mstead of the
article “a”, it should read THE—”When THE woman” —S0 that

it refers to the victim.

__ The President. What does the sponsor say?
230

Senator'Shahani Mr. ‘President, T wonder: whether the
heading in line 14 refers to “A MAN". AN

Senator Drilon. I withdraw the proposed amendment, Mr.
Presrdent
Mr. President, I am advised by my
It is

Senator Shaham
cosponsor -that :“THE -woman” . 1s the correct phrase
accepted. : :

The Pre'sident The Drilon amendment is’acc'eptEd ‘

Senator Dnlon For the record I wrll agam move for the -
approval of the amendment : ! :

The Presrdent Is there any objectron to this amendment"
[Stlence] There bemg none, the amendment 1s approved

Is there any further amendment on page 1’7
Senator Tatad. Mr. President.:

-1 -The President." Senator Tatad is recognized. -

nSenator Tatad ‘Mr. Presrdent just-a’ questron before I '.
propose an amendment, if at all néeded. - o

In line 21, the orxgmal age was 12, and I recall asking the
questronwhy 12 not13 14 15, l6or17" Whynot l7ratherthan

147

Senator Shaham Mr President, I said “12” is the begin-

~ ning of the age of puberty For a woman, that is an important

biologicallandmark in her physrcal development Ithmk 14 was
proposed by Senator Revilla, and he asked the same question.

If we say 17, that is a bit more mature now. 'What we want
to preserve here is that age between childhood and puberty—
when the girl is still too young to decide on 'hier physical state.

- Senator Tatad. ‘In the case of rape victims; they do not
decide to become rape victims. They are abused; they are
assaulted. Should we not expand the universe of minors so that
there would be more minors protected by thts law?

Senator Shaham

Mf-.'PFCSident, if 1 do not hear any
objectlons b ,

Senator Tatad What about 16, Mr. Presrdent" If 16 is
acceptable, 1 wrll move that we amend 1t to 16

Senator Shahani. If our cblleague has in'mind “sweet
sixteen,” it is accepted.
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' ROCO AMENDMENT

Senator Roco Mr Presrdent

The Presrdent May the other cosponsor, Senator Roco, be
recogmzed »

Senator Roco Thank you, Mr Presrdent MayI JUSI say,
maybe it is better if the age is 14. Itisa good compromrse

It used to be a statutory crime of rape It is now rarsed to 14
andthis is good. Butthe socialization of ourchildren today starts
much earlier. So, now, when we raise it to 16, it may create a
lot of possibilities for statutory rape because none of the
circumstances above can happen. :

We will notice that when it is statutory, there is no force, no
threat, there is no deprivation of reason. It may be just a product
of concupiscence or the heat of passion of teenagers and that
becomes rape. So maybe, Mr. President, if our distinguished
colleague from Bicol will already agree to 14 that looks likea
good compronnse : S BN

Senator Tatad. I am satisfied with the clarifications, Mr.
Presrdent Thank you very much

The Presrdent Is there any further amendment on page
one? o :

- Senator Roco. In line 23, the phrase “EVEN THOUGH
NONE -I think it should be “NEITHER". S .

* Senator Ennle Mr Presrdent
The Presrdent Senator Ennlc is recogmzed
ENRILE AMENDMENT

, Senator Enrrle Mr Presxdent Iwould llke to propose an
amendment on page 1, line 19. And I would like to explam why
I am proposing this amendment. ; g

For instance, in the middle of the night, a man approaches
a woman, and the woman allowed the man to have carnal
knowledge with her in the belief that the man is the husband of
the woman without the man asserting that he is not actually the
husband. Iwould consider this actually a fraudulent machina-
tion. Therefore, for that purpose, I would suggest that line 19 be

amended by inserting the words FRAUDULENT MACHINA-

TION, after the preposition “of” and before the word “abuse”.
It will now read: “...BY MEANS OF FRAUDULENT MACH-

INATION OR ABUSE OF AUTHORITY OR RELATION-'

SHIP.

should be NONE.

- This'is partrcularly true in the case of twm brothers
Senator Shaham It is accepted Mr Presrdent

The Presrdent Is there any obyectron’ [Stlence] There
being none, the amendment is approved

\. PRSI
A

Senator Enrlle Thank you Mr Presrdent

Senator Roco. Mr Presrdent e
The President. Senator Roco is recognized. - .-
ROCO AMENDMENT

Senator Roco It is jUSt a very -minor amendment Mr
President. In line 23, the conjunctron “NEITHER" probably _

‘..

Senator Shahani. It is accepted Mr. Presrdent

s The Presrdent Is there any ob_|ect|on‘7 [Szlence] There
being none, the amendment is approved :

Senator Tatad Mr. Presrdent
The Presrdent Senator Tatad is recogmzed

Senator Tatad. Just a consequence of that amendment I
believe in line 24, the word “is” should be changed to BE: Itis

" usually plural, rather than singular. But I think the better usage

should be “BE.”

Senator Shahani. Itis accepted, Mr. President. Ithink that
should be in th'e subjunctive, and that is correct“ st

“: The Presrdent Is there any obyectron” [ Stlence] There
bemg none, the amendment is approved P

Senator FIavrer Mr Presrdent
The Presrdent Senator Flavrer is recogmzed

Senator Flavier. Unless there are earlrer amendments,
mineisinline7. -~ - o o

Senator Dnlon Mr Presrdent

<y

The Presrdent Senator Dnlon is recogmzed for an antertor
amendment. '

Senator Drllon In line 5, mstead of “HIS OR HER", we
propose that it should read ONE’S — O-N-E-'S. o
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Irepeat Mr President, inline 5, instead of “HIS OR HER”
we propose to change that to ONE’S — O-N-E-’S.

-The Presrdent Delete “HIS OR HER" in lrne S and rep]ace
rt with the word ONE’S. S

' Senator Shaham It is accepted Mr Presrdent

The President. Is there any objectron? [Szlence] There
being none, the amendment is approved. :

Senator Flavier is recognized.

Senator Flavier. Mr. President, in line 7, this is really an-

effort to make it gender-neutral and by way of preface on page
1, the paragraphis: “by aman committing the rape” and on page
2, paragraph 2, it is: “a man committing the rape”. But for No.
3, particularly line 7, I propose the amendment by changing “a
woman” to the word ANOTHER.

So that it will read: “THE GENITAL OR ANUS OF

ANOTHER” under the circumstances stated in paragraph 1.

This will make it gender-neutral but the intent of the bill will not
be lost nor watered-down.

The President. Is the amendment accepted"
Senator Drilon. Mr Presrdent

_ Senator Shaham I thmk Senator Dnlon wants to say
somethmg R S

The President. Yes, Senator Drilon.

) 'Senat'or Drilon. Mr President, before the Flavier amend- ‘

mentis acted upon, I dorecall that the Sponsor did explain in the
course of the interpellation that reference to a man was deleted

in this particular instance because we wanted to remove homo-

sexual relationship. The Flavier amendment, if approved, will
change that principle. I just want that on record.

Senator Shahani. Mr. President, I think thatis animportant
point. I referred that matter precisely to my introductory
statement yesterday, that the original version wanted to empha-
. size that the victim of rape was usually the woman,:and we
wanted to make it that way.

But as the debate went on, and I would like to make it clear
to our colleague from Iloilo, that it was discovered that it could
also be a woman, or a man could also rape another man. So we
have tried to make it gender-free where possible.

"1 am also waiting for Senator Coseteng, who had several

232

amendments the day she interpellated me, and I said, “Let me
look at the new version because it is getting to be so confusing.”

‘But still, as the debate has evolved, I would like it to be gender-

free sothat, maybe we will legrslate for the future Anyway, this
will include the women also : ; ‘ ;

But let us keepita httle open-ended because 1t is hard for
us to keep it. 4 vt ,

Anyway. forrevrew on pagel we really have the man and
the woman because it is carnal knowledge. -No, we cannot
mterchange that, Mr President. Iwou]d liketo make thatclear

; Butas we goonto pages 2 3and 4 we are walkrng into a
more neutral territory and thrs is where, Ithink, the gender-free
can come in.

So, /the deletion'of :“h'ivs”‘or “her” and changing it' into
ONE'S already makes it more gender-free. - Since we have

“accepted that, then the use of the word ANOTHER ‘with the

deletion of the words “a woman” is acceptable to make thrs

- paragraph gender-free, Mr. President.

The Presrdent Senator Drrlon is’ recogmzed
: Senator Drilon. Mr. Presrdent for the record Is it our
intention to include relationships between homosexuals in the
definition of rape? :

.. Senator Shahani: As the debate has evolved,‘ Mr.-Presi-.

~ dent, there have been instances really where we have to admit

that there can be rape between a woman, by a woman w1th a
woman as avrctrm A R

~ Senator Drilon. -Yes, I think that was clear when we
debated on paragraph-3. But I also recall that insofar as
homosexuals, I think the good sponsor made it very clear at that
time itdid notinclude homosexuals. Now with this amendment,
there is apparently a change in the rule. In case of prosecution
in the future, the answers to these questrons become very
1mportant ‘

* Senator Shahani. Yes, thatis true, Mr. President. AsIsaid,
in paragraph 1 there is no doubt that it is a woman who is the
victim of rape’ and not the man. I think that was the principle I
insisted on. Iam not really changing my mind. As the debate has’
evolved, Imyselfamnot too clear about what rape should consist
of. This was one of the major issues debated before even m the‘
commlttee Co SRR

So it would 1nclude homosexual rape, unless my cosponsor

'has something to say because I think he wanted to limit it to rape

with the woman as the victim. But as I said, Senators Mercado'
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and Herrera did make some important contributions to the
debate, thatis why subparagraphs 3 and 4 have now been worded
the way they are, Mr. President. g

Senator Roco. Mr. President, maybe the distinguished
sponsor can -consider reclassifying this into something like
“sexual assault” as another section other than rape, so that the
concept of rape is restricted to a violation of the woman. But
there are instances of bestial action that do not necessarily
restrict itself to the commission of rape by a man.-

I am not objecting to the concept, Mr. President. The only
reason I am trying to isolate it is that, I can visualize that our
colleagues in the House of Representatives may focus on this to
object to the bill. I am trying to modify it to the extent possible
so that the bill can have a better sailing in the House of
Representatives. So by reclassifying this, if the committee will
acceptareclassification, evenif we keep it and we call it “sexual
assault” or “battery”, which is the American term they apply to
similar circumstances, maybe we can have this modified as
proposed by Senator Flavier. : :

The Presrdent Wlth the permission of the sponsor and the
distinguished gentlemen on the floor, I think Senator Coseteng
is seekmg recogmuon May we know her pleasure"

Senator Coseteng J ust to seek a clanﬁcatron Mr Presr-
dent. Since this bill is defining rape as a crime against persons,

I would like to think that homosexuals are considered persons.

and that they can either be the offender or the offended party in
any of these circumstances. : .

In subparagraphs 2, 3 and 4—although subparagraph 1 was
clearly a crime by a man against a woman—degenderizing it
would be true to the intent of the bill at hand. In subparagraph
2 where it reads, “by a man who shall insert his penis into the
mouth or anus of another person” who may either be a man or
awoman, or a homosexual because in all of these persons, they
both possess a mouth and anus as well. ‘

SUSPENSION OF THE SESSION

Senator Romulo. May I ask for a brief suspension of the
session, Mr. President.

The President. The session is suspended if there is no
objection. [There was none.] .

It was 5:23 p.m.
RESUMPTION OF THE SESSION

At 5:53 p.m., the session was resumed.

‘The President The session istesumed. - -

SenatorRomulo Weareinthe penod of amendments Mr
President. We have Just turned to page 2..

'

The Presndent ‘Are there any amendments on page 2’

Senator Shahani. Mr. Presxdent _]USl to recapltulate In
line 5, Senator Drilon proposed that the words “his or her” be
deleted and substituted by the word ONE S and the sponsors
accepted this amendment. .

Inline 7, Senator Flavier proposed the deletion of the words
“a woman” and to be substituted by the word ANOTHER,
whereupon Senator Drilon asked fora suspensron ofthe session.

Mr. Presrdent during the break there was a dlscusswn of
whether this bill should be gender-free or whether this subject of
rape should be limited to the woman. The sponsors decided that
the bill should limit itself to the woman as a victim of rape.

‘However, in subparagraphs 3 and 4 on page 2, beginning in
line 4 to line 8, and line 9 to line 11, we have used in both
subparagraphs the word “person” to admit the situation where a
woman can be raped by another woman, but the victim still is a
woman, Mr. President. That is how the situation stands right
now. ButIbelieve Senator Coseteng, who has been pressing for
agender-free version, has some comments to make on this issue.
I would like to request that she be recognized.

The President. - Senator Coseteng is recognized.
Senator Coseteng Thank you, Mr. Presrdent

After the drscussron earher, the sponsors had convinced
those who would like to finally see a gender-freerape bill against
changing the word “woman” to the words “any person.” -Al-
though we know that the reality is that map do get raped though
by and large, the vnctlms are predormnantly women.

Withthe more hberal atmosphere and perhaps the mﬂuence
of the internet or mass communication, we have seen anincrease
or the rise of men—young boys, for example—being victim- .
ized. Senator Mercado had very clearly expressed earlier that
when a man inserts his penis into the anus of another man, the
probability of contracting HIV is much greater because it is
unnatural, and that the lining of the anus tears more easily,. .
subjecting thls victim to HIV and makmg hrm a hlgher-rrsk

person.

Although we do not want to be obstructionists, Mr. Presi-
dent, and that it was explained by the sponsors that there could
be another provision describing the crime of rape against a
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- man—in other words, such a sexual assault or something to that
effect—I wouldlike tosee this bill passed at the soonest possible
‘time. ' I'do not want to be any kind of an obstruction to that. I
would go along with the intention of the sponsors—Senators
Roco and Shahani—and perhaps look at another paragraph
describing or referring to rape of aman in whatever language the
sponsors would deem 1t ﬁt :
So, as far as that sectron Artrcle 266-A is concerned Tam
v wr_llmg to go by what the sponsors had earlier wished. -1 still
would like toseea gender-free rape bill somehow, Mr. President.

- Since we are still on page 2, and aftér Section 4 thére may
still be'aprovision for Section 5, as was my understanding earlier
to be -able 'to describe rape ‘against man in .whatever legal
language it may be is acceptable to the sponsors, we will allow
that new section, as the sponsors are stlll probably gettmg the
language together

1 would also hke to propose an amendment in lme 12 where
it says, “The fact that the offender is the lawful husband of the
offended party shall not negate the commission of the offense.”
During the period of interpelldtions, I had asked: “What if .the
offender was not the lawful husband at the time of the rape and
that after the crime was committed, the parent, for example, or

_some pressure was put on the woman to marry the raprst"”

IR ,,‘v""f RN SR ‘“1"&,)4,, a e 5
, .Would there be a way by which this amendment could be
mcluded within ‘that. paragraph—that :a subsequent’ mamage
after the crime of rape has been committed should not negate the
commission of -rape as:an:offense? - Subject to style, Mr.
~ President. '
Senator Shahani. Mr. President, I would like to draw the
attention of our colleague from Quezon City to page 4,line 27,

the section on “Effect of Pardon” whlch says At

The express ‘or 1mplred pardon granted by the =
offended party .to the: offender shall not be a legal =~
impediment to the prosecution of the crime of rape;

- -neither. shall it ‘extinguish - the-criminal action: still

‘ penalty already 1mposed

Iwonderwhetherthatcould not be consrdered Mr Presrdent

s .
' Sint e

. Senator Mercado Mr Presrdent

The Presrdent Wrth the pemnssron of Senators Shaham
and Coseteng, Senator Mercado is recogmzed

Dok ) . EOVINEY

Senator Mercado I have a parlramentary mqurry, Mr..

L
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“ penalty rmposed REERTER AT

President. I am on page 2 awaiting a possible amendment inline -
44.-May linquire if we'have moved to page 4 already, or are we
strllonpage2‘7 fod e

o s:'rSenator Shahani. Weare stillonpage 2, Mr.‘President, and ’
we are actually discussing lines12 to 14. Thave justreferred our ..

' colleague to page 4 lmes 27 to 33 where, I believe, her concerns

are met." R R TR S B L SN A T
TR B R R S SN FIVE T

Senator Mercado. Thank you very much, Mr. President.

Senator Dnlon Mr Presrdent

14‘, 1 s AR NES
i ; s : B g PRESETE 4]

The Presrdent Senator Drllon is recogmzed 7
Senator Drrlon Wrth the permrssron of the sponsort if she
wrllallowme Tl netl BT

Y . TP
,\ Doy el S

-In relatron to'the comment just made, I noticed that in the -
section referred 'to by the Sponsor, the second paragraph’of
Section 13 on page 6°of the June 3 version was deleted. ‘That

‘paragraphreads: “The subsequent marriage between the offend- -

er and the offended party shall extmgursh crrmmal actron or

P creeigy
i.'

' With the comment now of the good sponsor, does it mean

that even if the rape victim-and the offender subsequently

entered ‘into -a - voluntary : marriage, -the husband ‘can’still ‘be
prosecuted for rape" Is that what 1t means, Mr. Presrdent’ A
PETRITEN M SRR M LR

Senator Shaham Mr Presrdent “during’ the perlod of
interpellatlons on page 6, lines 6 to 9 of the old version, it was
decided—and I think this was quite clear during the debate—
that'the subsequent marriage shall not ‘extinguish the criminal
action. ‘It was also decided to delete’lines 8 and 9 because this
provision does not apply also to coprmcrpals accompllces and
accessorres S g

Senator Drilon., Mr. President, maybe ‘for an orderly
discussion, we candebate on this when we reach page 3, because

. - Ireally have some policy problems if that is the intention of the
- pending nor .constitute :a - ground for remrttmg the ‘a 4{ :

framers, that is to continue the prosecution for rape even if the
victim -and ‘the offender voluntarrly entered mto marnage
afterwards. . : ‘

"+ - Assuming that all the essential elementsof a valid marriage
exist, then the view of the sponsor is that the husband can still
be prosecuted for rape.

Senator Shahani. The issue there is that it is involuntary.
Ithink that is the point which Senator Coseteng has just brought
up—rf parents force the daughter to marry R

Vo ‘r"‘ AL T

oo
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. Senator Drilon. Yes, that is precisely whatI will bring up,
Mr. President, . when we reach that portion because of the
deletion of the second paragraph page 6 of the.old version,
partrcularly Sectron 13 : RS S

The deletron of the entrre second paragraph 1mplres that
even with the marriage being contracted, a person can still be
prosecuted for rape assuming that all the reqursrtes of a valrd
marriage are present : N

Senator Shaham We shall be happy’to do that, Mr.
President. - B S PR S
Senator Dnlon Thank you Mr Presrdent

Senator Shaham I thrnk the pomts rarsed by our colleague
from Quezon Crty will also be consrdered at that pomt

The Presrdent So what is the status wrth respect to the
amendment proposed by Senator Coseteng? - :

Senator Shahani. Mr. President, she has not really pro-
posed any semantic amendment. She was just expressing an
idea. This is why in the period of amendments, I would really
appreciate asemantic proposal from her. If she does not, I would
propose that we postpone the debate on that issue on involuntary
marriage at the proper place—that is in line 22A, page 3. = "«

Senator Coseteng. Mr. President, I was just askinginitially
if the sponsor would accept that particular amendment. Since we
already have the sentence inline 12, page 2, which reads: “THE
FACTTHAT THE OFFENDERIS THELAWFUL HUSBAND
OF THE OFFENDED PARTY:SHALL-NOT NEGATE THE
COMMISSION OF THE :OFFENSE”, ‘then perhaps, if the
sponsor agreestoaccept this amendment, then we would also say

“the fact that any involuntary subsequent marriage that arises
after the commission of rape shall not also negate the commis-
sion of the crime or offense r.

T Senator Shaham. ) Mr, President.' at this point, I.would
appreciate receiving a text because it would be easier to say
whether this is really the place to put it later on. Maybe we could
go on,.and we can go back to that proposal once it is put in
wntmg ,

......

| Senator Coseteng Iwrll do that, Mr Presrdent

. Also under Article 266-A, this particular provision con-
cerns on “Who may file a complaint for rape?” In the previous
version, there was alisting presented, such as the parents or legal
guardians, relatives, and others who may filea complarnt for
rape.- ol :

.. The sponsor had agreed earlier to include under this provi-

_sion that a complaint for rape may be filed by any person. So it

is not limited or confined to those who were cnumerattd in the
prevrous version. - .. el L oL

SenatorShaham Mr Presrdent mthe prevrous versionwe
did enumerate the persons who could file a complaint. [ did
previously entertain the notion of having an amendment here,
that any person can file a complaint for rape. But since we are
now reclassifying rape as a crime against persons, there is really
no need to indicate in this text what is- already au.t.ptcd as
judicial practice. G e

-Senator Coseteng. Do we takeittomean thatinthe abscnce
of a list containing an enumeration of who may file a complaint
for rape, when the crime of rape is committed, that anyhody
would, in effect, be able to file a complaint? ‘

Senator Shahani. That is correct, Mr. President. So that
there is no need to mention that anymore. But it is true that any
person can now file a complamt concermnz a case ol rapc

Senator Coseteng Thank you Mr Presrdent and l also |
thank the drstmgurshed lady senator, . - : RIS

Senator Tatad Mr Presrdent

The Presrdent Senator Tatad is recogmzed Are we strll
on page 2"

Senator Tatad We are stlll on page 2. Mr President. In
line 14,1 propose the deletion of the period (.) and in lieu thereof,
we substitute a comma’(,), and we add -the’ following: IF
CARNALKNOWLEDGE WAS ACCOMPLISHED AGAINST
THE WILL OF THE WIFE AND UNDER SCANDALOUS
CIRCUMSTANCES, OR WHEN THE HUSBAND KNEW AT
A TIME OF THE COMMISSION OF THE'ACT THAT HE IS

'AFFLICTED WITH THE HUMAN IMMUNO DEFICIENCY

VIRUS (HIV) OR ANY SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DIS-
EASES, OR WHEN THE HUSBAND HAS, INFACT. ABAN-
DONED THE WIFE WITHOUT JUSTIFICATION FOR AT
LEAST ONE YEAR OR HAS BEEN CHARGED BY HER
WITH BIGAMY OR CONCUBINAGE R

Mr Presrdent this is an attempt 10 restore what was'in the .
orrgmal version as of June 3 1996 The reason is as tollows

When we speak of miarital rape, we speak of ‘a crime
different from a rape committed by one person on another
without any spousal relationship. In marriage, Mr. President.
one very important thing that happens is that, one spouse gives
to the other the right to his or her own body That right may be
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abused but not every abuse may be consrdered rape So we must
make a drstrnctron : ‘

Marital rape, according to canon law, happens when the act
iscommitted against the will of the person and under scandalous
circumstances; when perversion, for instance, is applied, and
before the presence of one or somany people whohave noreason
to witness the act, that would be a scandalous circumstance. But
we have to take into account that here, we are talking of the
nature of marriage, and the Rape Law should not, in any way,

altertherights contracted within marriage. Thatis the reasonfor

the proposal.

Senator Shahani.. Mr. President, there was a considerable
debate on this. The original bill does contain the conditional-
ities. But may I request my drstmgurshed cosponsor, Senator
Roco, who really was the main proponent of the theme of
marital rape.

The Presrdent Senator Roco is recogmzed

Senator Roco Mr Presrdent during the debate, aconsen-
sus was arrived atthat we mustremove the conditionalities. The

reason is that we are not changing the concept of marriage, but

certainly nothing in the marriage contract will justify, allow or
permit the husband to use force, threat.or intimidation on the
wife, ortodeprive the wife of reason just to be able to have carnal
knowledge, or to abuse authority.

For instance, when the wife is obliged todisplay her vyares, }

this can fall under abuse of authority or relationship.

Now, the reason we remove the conditionalities, Mr. Pres-
ident, is that it becomes difficult to apply them. For instance,
what will constitute a scandalous circumstance? Does it mean
thatif oneis beatenup inprivate, itis okay? Butthere is nothing
in the marriage contract that allows that. In fact, what we are
defining is not so much a crime. What we are defining here is
just an exclusionary rule, that the mere fact that the man is the
legal husband shall not negate the commission of the offense.

So that ina rape case ﬁled by the wife agamst the husband |
the husband will have to find other defenses other than the fact .

that he is the lawful husband because it is not covered by the
marrlage contract. That is the reasomng

That is the reason we will find it drfﬁcult I guess, torevert
to the original because this was subjected to long debate and
Senator Enrile is not here. Ithink Senator Drilon also had grave
reservatrons about all the dlfferent conditionalities. .

Senator Tatad. Mr. President, I am'nOt trying to propose
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that being a lawful husband negates the commission of an
offense; that just because one is a lawfu! husband, one may not
be charged withrape. What I am trying to say merely is that. not
every offense committed by a lawful husband against the wife
on the occasion of the conJugal act should constltute rape

' 'I'he nght of aman to a woman'’s body and vice versa the
right of a woman to a man’s body is something consecrated in
marriage. That ought to be respected at all times, but that may
be abused and, in fact, it is abused. But should that constitute
rape? This is the question.: Should every abuse of this act
constitute rape? I think this is a question more rmportant than
what we think 1t is.

Senator Roco. Mr. President, we share the view that there
is something sacred about the marriage contract. For instance,
in a real marriage does it mean that the husband can beat up the
wife, threaten or intimidate her to submit to hrs carnal desrres"

.Senator Tatad Not at all
Senator Roco That is correct.
'Senator Tatad That she mlght be beaten but not raped

Senator Roco So, lf one has sex through force, the gentle-
man would want a category that that is not rape when it is a
husband. Is that what the genticinan means?

. Weare not redefining the relationship. All we are saying is
that, being alawful husband does not constitute adefense against
beating up one’s wife, of course, or against depriving her of
reason. Nothing is altered in the marriage relationship because
nothing in the marriage relatlonshrp allows a husband in any
event to beat up the wife. , : S

.Senator Tatad. We have here a phrase under 1 (c). This is
an Enrile amendment—"fraudulent machination, abuse of au-
thority or relationship.” T refer to the latter part—"abuse of
authority or relationship”. Itis a very vague term. When does one

spouse say there has been an abuse of authorrty or relatlonshrp"

If we accept the premise that in marnage there is an
exchange of right over each other’s body, one may be inconsid-

. erate;one whois altogether lovmg today may behave likeabeast

tomorrow, - -

Senator Roco. Mr. President, abuse of authority here
originally, was visualized, for instance, when professors or
teachers have carnal knowledge with minors or their students.
There may be no force, there may be no deprivation of reason,
but the poor victim submits to the authority of the offender.
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:In relationships like uncles, this really covers incest. Obvi-
ously, the relationship applies-to incestuous relationship or
similar category of relatlonshrp

In the case of unlawful fraudulent machmauon I think -

- Senator Enrile was referring to an actual case where the husband
had a twin, and he passed off the twin to the wife. In that case,
maybe there was rape because the husband was passing off his
conjugal rights to somebody else who was not entitled to it.
Although there is no force, threat or intimidation and there is no
deprivation of reason, in that particular case, I can visualize how
the lawful or the legal husband can be accuscd of rape.

Subparagraph 1(d) will not app]y, Mr President, because
this is statutory rape.

Subparagraphs 2, 3 and 4, probably, if the husband puts in
a bottle of soft drink into the mouth or anus of the wife, I guess
* that is not covered by the marriage contract. These three
subparagraphs may be more difficult toapply because if itis with
the consent between husband and wife, they can explore all
possrbrlmes so long as they are both acquxescmg to whatever it
is they feel they are entitled to do.

Subparagrah 4, sexual intercourse wrth an ammal I guess
is not covered by the marriage certificate.

So there is no change iu lhé muniagé contract, Mr. Presi-
dent. We are only saying that the fact that he is the husband does
not constitute a full defense.

" Senator Tatad. Mr. President, perhaps I am unable to put

my point that clearly. In any marriage, the conjugal actis an act
normally availed of by the spouses ina very natural manner, The
situation is abnormal when one party uses force, threat or
intimidation in a subsisting mamage

Under what circumstances would a woman o the wife say
the husband employed force, threat or intimidation when she
says she does not want to have any sexual relationship with the
husband? »

As we earlier said—and this is not my own invention, this
is something pertinent to marriage—if upon marriage each party
gives to the other the right to his or her body, that it requires a
specially grave reason for one party to refuse the conjugal debt
in which case the other party would unreasonably employ force,
threat or intimidation, how do we establish in this law the fact
that the spouse, the woman had aserious, grave and valid reason
to deny the other party the exercise of his right?

‘Senato‘r Roco. In fact,'.Mr. President; under a 1921

decision, it is a matter of human right of the wife to say no. ThL
Supreme Court has consndered it as a valid denial.

Mamage does not necessanly and automaucally grant the
man or the woman rights to coerce the other. That is all we are
saying, and that does not change by thesc wordings. It remains

- the same.

Also, Mr. President, there are articles that say. cven the
charter on humanrights, that we cannot be deprived of the rights
on the basis of sex, gender, or religious belief. There are articles
that point out and maintain that if the wife cannot say no. then
itis discriminatory, simply because she is a woman. But we do

" not have to get into all those justifications.

Lines 12to 14, Mr. President, are really just an exclusionary
rule in terms of the defenses available to the husband. It does not
alter the marriage contract, it does not alter 'the marriage
relationship, it does not alter the concept of rape.

. Senator Tatad. I am very grateful to our distinguished
colleague for his explanation. Unfortunately, I am unable to
share his point of view on this issue. I will have tocastanegative
vote on this particular point if this is unchanged, Mr. President.

Thank you very much.
Senator Roco. Yes. Thank you very much, Mr. President. '

There are some small modifications, ‘Mr. Presldent lhal
Senator Enrile requested me to introduce. :

ENRILE AMENDMENT

The words “A WOMAN” in line 2 and line 7, to be
consistent, should become “THE WOMAN?".  So that all the
indefinite article “A” become a definite article “THE”. That is
consistent with the first definition. That applies also to line 9:
“APERSONWHO SHALL SUBJECTTHE WOMAN" instead
of “A WOMAN"

The Presrdent Thisis anindividual amendment of Senalor
Enrile made through Senator Roco. What does the sponsor say?

Senator Shahani. Mr. President, I uphold the position of
Senator Roco.

The President. Is there any objection? [Silence] There
being none, the amendment is approved.

Senator Roco. There is one other amendmeut Senator
Enrile requested. " In line 12, “THE FACT THAT THE OF-
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FENDER IS THE LAWFUL...", he' requests that the term
“LAWFUL"” be changed to LEGAL. It is more consistent with

normal terminologies describing the husband as the legal hus- -

band. He says there is no unlawful husband; although some
‘husbands, very often, commtt unlawful deeds :

So rf that is all rrght Mr Presrdent
Senator Shaham It is accepted Mr Presrdent

The Presrdent Is there any objectron" [Stlence] There
berng none, the amendment is approved -

Senator Drtlon is recogmzed
DRILON AMENDMENT

Senator Dnlon Mr Presrdent in ltne 15of the same page
a matter of style, delete the phrase “The crime of”’.:

Senator Shahanr It is accepted Mr Presrdent

The Presndent And capltallze the letter “R” in the word
rape” Isthatrtght" EEA TN ary )

Senator Drilon. Yes, Mr. President. - .
. 'Senator Shahani. It is accepted, Mr. President. i

.+ The President. Is there any objectron" [Szlence] There
‘ belng none, the amendment is approved.. R

Senator Drilon. In line 17, Mr. President, again, a matter
of style, delete the phrase “the crime ot"
oY,

Senator Shaham It is accepted Mr. Presrdent

The Presrdent Is there any obJectron" [Szlence] There
“being none, the amendment is approved.: . :

Senator Drilon. If there are no anterior amendments in
line 30, Mr. President, for the same reason, delete the words

“crrme of”.
Senator Shahani. It is accepted ‘Mr. President.

‘The Presrdent Is there any obJectlon" [Stlence] There
berng none, the amendment is approved

Senator Drilon. Unless there is an anterror amendment I

have an amendment in line 41. In line 41, the original law uses
‘the word “husband” instead of “spouse”. The proposed bill

238.

would now use the word * spouse > which may mdrcate that the
husband can be a vrctlm of rape ' ;

In the present bl“ mstead of spouse , rt is “husband”

SenatorShaham Mr Presrdent Senator Dnlon is correct

. This was really an oversight.: Since we are quoting the original

text of the Heinous Crimes Law, it should be “husband” and not
spouse ‘ S T T S CE RGN P ST
Senator Drrlon So Iwould propose the amendment by the
deletlon of the word “spouse” in line 41 and changing the same
with the word HUSBAND.

Senator Shahani. It is accepted, Mr. President. |,

. The President. . Is there any objection? [Srlence] There
bemg none, the amendment is approved ‘ T

Is there any further amendment on page 27 [StIence] Is
there any, amendment on page 37

Sen'ator Drilon is recognized.' v

Senator Drllon Mr. President, starting with line 19, the
original version states that an aggravatmg crrcumstance shall be
“KNOWLEDGE BY THE OFFENDER OF THE PHYSICAL
DISABILITY OF THE OFFENDED PARTY AT THE TIME
OF THE COMMISSION OF THE CRIME v

Now, there is added the phrase “MENTAL OR 'EMO-
TIONAL DISABILITY” Ihave two questrons before Ipropose
an amendment :

First, how would we dlstmgursh thrs proposed aggravatmg
circumstance with the existing aggravatmg crrcumstance under
Article 14 which states that an aggravating circumstance shall
be one where advantage is taken of superlor strength or means
employed to weaken the defense" '

. How wouldthis aggravatmg circumstance be dlfferent from"
the existing law, Mr. President?

.- Senator Shahani.- Mr. President, I think this expands the
words “superior strength”. It is not just physical, but there is a
greater. mental focus on the part of the offender and more
emotional control on the part of the offender. I mean, the victim
can be devoid of reason, or she may be mentally disabled and
also emotionally unstable. Quite often, the vrctrms of rape arei
not just those who are physrcally weak ‘

Senator Drilon. I can appreciate “mental disability”, but
I have some problém with “emotional disability”. - “Mental
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disability” would have a definite meaning in medical science
and as understood in criminal law, but ‘emotional disability” is
somethmgelse N

I wonder rf the good sponsor can consrder llrmtmg the
aggravatmgcrrcumstanceto ‘physical or mental disability” and
deleting the word “emotional” because really, “emotional dis-
ability is such a vague term, unless there is atechmcal meamng
to this. - S : - -

Senator Shahani. Mr, President, in medical science now,
the term “behavioral disorder” is accepted. In fact, I am going
to attend a conference in San Francisco on the matter of the

delivery of basic health care to.those who'suffer behavroral s

disorder.

. So,Iplaced the word “emotional”. I think medical s¢ience
has already gone into emotional disorder. I think this is correct,
and this is an instance where the.law wrll have ‘to follow
‘ ‘medlcme ' : ' : ' ‘
SUSPENSION OF THE SESSION

e,

Senator Drilon. May ask for aone- m1nute suspensron of
the session, Mr Presrdent" R

The Presrdent The sessxon is suspended lf there is no
objectlon [There was none. ] R t

Itwas634pm

At 6 35 p.m., the session was resumed
.+ The President. The session 'is resumed. .

Senator Shaham )| thmk Senator Roco has a formulatlon,
. Mr PI‘CSlde . : 1: L AR ST S Syl

: The Presrdent Senator Roco is recogmzed

_‘

ROCO AMENDMENT

Senator Roco Mr Presrdent maybe we-can get an
agreementsothat the amendment will go this way. PHYSICAL
OR MENTAL DISABILITY OR EMOTIONAL DISORDER
) the terms will have more definite meanmgs Tl

Senator Shaham Ithmk that is acceptable Mr Presrdent

G

Senator Roco Thank you Mr Presrdent

RESUMPTION OF THE SESSION A

The President. Is there any objection to the amendment?
[Stlence] There bemg none, the amendment is approved

Are there any further amendments on thls page’

- .t"j,~~

SHAHANI AMENDMENT

Senator Shahani. Mr. President, since wé have agréed to
limit the bill to women as victims of rape, in line 25 of page 3,
I think we will have to delete the words “HIM'OR”; and it wrll
read: “TO RENDER HER INCAPABLE". ,

The Presrdent To delete “HIM OR HER RS

§ K

Senator Shaham No, we wrll retam the word ‘HER”

The President. Is there any objection to the amendment ?
[StIence] There bemg none, the amendment is approved

Any amendment on page 4'7 e
Senator Mercado. Mr. President. : - . 200 o o
 The President. Senator Mercado is recognized:-; e

MERCADO AMENDMENTS

b = ,.v,..l

SenatorMercado Mr Presrdent my amendment lsmlmc
10, unless thcre are anterior amendments. - b

* Inline 10, after the word “DAMAGES” and before the semi-
colon (;), I move for the inclusion of the phrase SUFFERED BY
THE OFFENDED PARTY AS A CONSEQUENCE OF UN-
DUE AND SENSATIONALIZED PUBLICITY. -+

May L'just explain my amendment.: I believe it may not
be sound policy to hold media solidarily liable for all the

- damages as a consequence of the rape that has been committed.

Damages should be confined only to those that were suffered by
the offended party-as: a consequence of the sensationalized
pubhcny

B

My mterpretatlon of this particular provision, Mr. Presi-

dent, is that media and the accused will be held Irable forallthe -

damages that the court may award as a consequence of the rape.

I am proposing this particular amendment to separate the
issue of the dzemages suffered as a consequence ot undue or
sensatronahzed publicity. - °

Senator Shahani. Mr. Presrdent I thmk that makes it
clearer; I accept the amendment ‘ :

!
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The Presrdent How is the amendment now?.

Senator Mercado. Line 10 would read as follows
“SOLIDARILY LIABLE FOR DAMAGES SUFFERED BY
THE OFFENDED PARTY AS A CONSEQUENCE OF UN-
DUE AND SENSATIONALIZED PUBLICITY;".

Senator Shahani. It is accepted Mr. President. .

The President. Is there any objection to the amendment"

[Silence] There being none, the amendment is approved.

Senator Mercado. Onthe same page, page 4, line 13, after
the word “disease” and before the comma (,), I move for the
inclusion of the phrase AS ARESULT OFRAPECOMMITTED.

Mr. President, it is important for us to establish that it was
the offender who caused the HIV or STD infection. Otherwise,
he should not be held liable for the HIV or STD infection which
may develop or may be acquired later.

pinpoint the responsibility, Mr. President. That is the rationale
for the phrase that I am seeking to be included in line 13.

Senator Shahani. Mr. President, I think that is a useful

amendment and I accept it. I would like to say that Senator

Mercado was the original proponent of this amendment which
appears on subparagraph 4, line 4. It is accepted.

. The President. Is there any objection? [Silence] There
bemg none, the amendment is approved

| Senator Mercado Thank you very muchv‘ Mr. fresrdent
‘The Presndent. Is there any further amendment on page4?
Senator Drllon., Mr. President; |
The Pvre'sident.‘ Senator Drilon is recognized

Senator Drilon. Mr. President, onpage 4, betweenlmes 33
and 34, I propose the followmg

Senator Roco Mr. Presrdent
The President. Senator Roco is recognized. .

Senator Roco. Mr. Presrdent on page 4, The Effect of
Pardor, have we finished that?

. Senator Drllon Thatis where my amendment is proposed
Mr. President.
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- Senator Roco. Inlines 27 to 33, Mr. President—I have not
discussed this with the sponsor—maybe we want to delete this.
Because under the situation, it is conceivable that the offender
thereafter got married to the offended party. I mean, they
voluntarily got married but he is strll bemg prosecuted by the
barangay captain. . L y y

Senator Drllon In fact Mr. Presrdent my proposal was
precisely to reinstate the previous provision which will in effect
extmgunsh the crime upon mamage

Senator Roco Yes.. .. 1.

Senator Drrlon The proposal now is to delete lmes ”7
to 33 . ‘

- Senator Roco. ' My problem, Mr. President, with just
marriage being one mode of pardon is, it puts-the man, the
husband, at a disadvantage. If one is single when he committed
rape and he got married, he is forgiven. And this is I think the

" pointof Atty. Tolentino. Butif heis already married arid he beats
In other words, in this particular case, we are trying to

up his wife, he will be accused and he can never be forgiven
because he cannot marry his wrfe again,

So, to avord these conceptual dlfﬁculttes. we should just
delete this. Iknow that the effort is to make it more strict. But

‘can we imagine a person being married already and he is being

prosecuted by his neighbor for having raped the woman who
became already his wife? We will have an unforgiving society.

Senator Drilon. Mr. President, does that mean that we will
not provide anymore for an extinguishment of the liability even
incase of marriage if we delete entirely lines 27 to 33? Does that
mean that marriage will not be an implied pardon? =" :

-Senator Roco. . I have not correlated it with ‘the other
sections but I am just interpreting it broadly. I guess the other

-tules will apply when one gets married. In this partlcular case,

it will not because it is already a crime against persons. -

We should reﬂect.on that, Mr. President. But, certainly,
whether weput it back expressly, by deleting this effect of
pardon, it will stand a ‘better chance even when we put it there,
that marrrage will extinguish. Maybe we can put a separate
provrsron on “marriage w1ll extmgursh » QREHE

, Senator Drrlon The orlgmal phraseology submltted by
the committee in its June 3 3, 1996 version, Mr. President, would
state that, “The subsequent marriage between the offender
and the offended party shall extinguish the criminal action or
penalty imposed. The extinguishment of the criminal action or

- the penalty shall not apply to coprincipals, accomplices and

accessories.”
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This paragraph was totally deleted.- ‘That is why I am
concerned that even a subsequent marriage is no longer an
implied pardon and therefore, even if the marriage was contract-
ed between the offender and the offended party, and assuming
that it was a valid marriage, as Senator Roco said, the barangay
chairman can still prosecute the husband. -

Senator Roco. Mr. Presrdent, subject to style, maybe we
can put back the old provision and add also a section on “in case
the husband is forgiven by the wife.” 1think forgiveness by the
wife should even be encouraged. o

I suspect the Civil Code even encourages us to generate
forgiveness between husband and wife. So if we put back the
provision suggested by the gentleman fromIloilo, together with

a provision that forgiveness by the wife will also extinguish the

- offense, then we may have a more balanced statute.

Senator Shahani. If I may recall what Senator Coseteng-

said, Mr. President, there are instances where the marriage was
involuntary. Of course, that was before the rape. In other words,
the parents forced their daughter to marry.

. Senator Drilon. Procedurally, M. President, in that case,
we will have first to invalidate the marriage through a civil
procedure because we cannot invalidate -the marriage in the
criminal case which is for prosecution of rape. If the defense is
subsequent marriage and there is an allegation that it was not a
valid marriage, then, to my mind, we have to void ﬁrst the
marriage in another proceedmg :

The assumption here is that the marriage contracted is a
valid marriage. Therefore, it should cause the extinguishment
of the criminal action.

Senator Roco So, can we modrfy the amendment of the
gentleman, Mr. President, subject to style"

Senator Dnlon May I ﬁrst state the ameridment? The
amendment of Senator Roco, Mr President, is to delete line 17

Senator Roco N o. Maybe wecan substltute thrs provrsron

with what the gentleman wrll now propose
DRILON AMENDMENT

Senator Drilon.

I ‘would propose, Mr. President, the
following: ' ‘

" THE SUBSEQUENT MARRIAGE BETWEEN THE OF-

FENDER AND THE OFFENDED PARTY SHALL EXTIN-
GUISH THE CRIMINAL ACTION OR THE PENALTY ]M-
POSED; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT WHERE THERE

ARE COPRINCIPALS, THE EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE

- CRIMINAL ACTION OR THE PENALTY SHALL NOT AP-

PLY TO SUCH COPRINCIPALS THEIR ACCOMPLICES
AND ACCESSORIES.-

"ROCO AMENDMENT -

" Senator Roco. AND PROVIDED, FINALLY, THAT IN
CASE IT IS THE LEGAL HUSBAND WHO IS ACCUSED.
SUBSEQUENTFORGIVENESS BY THE WIFESHALL ALSO
EXTINGUISH... |

Otherwise, we will have an unbalanced law where one has
the advantage .when he is single but- |f he is mamed he is
punished.

Subject to style, Mr. President.

"Senator Shahani. Yes, Mr. President. But I remember that
Senator Drilon objected to the application of the penalty to '
coprincipals, accomplices and accessories in his first mterven-
tion. Now I take it he is puttmg them baek

Senator Dnlon May I correct that Mr. Presrdent I was
objecting to the inclusion only of the accomplices and accesso-
ries.

In other words, I contemplate a situation of gang-rape.
where there are several coprincipals and there are several
accomplices and accessories.  The marriage between one
of the offenders and the victim will extinguish the criminal
liability as far as the particular offender is concerned. But it
need not extinguish the criminal liability of the other
members of the gang, the accomplxces and accessories of
those coprincipals. - : P ;

That is my intention—trying to hew closely to the proposal
of the sponsors. I would repeat, when I first interpellated, I was
only referring to ;accomplices and ‘accessories but not to
coprincipals.

Senator Shaham Wlth that cIarlﬁcatlon Mr Pl‘CSldLnl
the amendment is accepted by the sponsor S

.. The President.- And subject to style. .
Senator Shaham SubJect to style, Mr. Presldent

The Presrdent Is there any ObJCCIIOH to thls amendme nt?
[Szlence] There bemg none, the amendment is approved

Is the “PROVIDED FINALLY” of Senator Roco included
in the Drilon amendment?
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~ Senator Drilon. Subject to style, I accepted the Roco
amendment Mr Presrdent I AN

I N .‘

The Presrdent. Soitis understood that way.

Senator Drilon. 1assume the sponsoraccepted my amend-
ment as amended by Senator Roco because, again, it presents a
very importarit principle and, that is, there can be an extinguish-
ment of ‘a-criminal-liability:in‘case of marltal rape by the
forgiveness of the spouse. el : .

Senator Shaham That rs correct, Mr Presrdent

ii

The Presrdent All rtght Are there any further amend-

ments on page 4? [Stlence ]
On page 5?

» Senator Drilon. ~ Mr. President, just for clarification.
Section 3:would refer to administrative cases. ' When ‘we say
“Suspension of Certain Public Officers and Employees. - The
filing of a complaint for rape, et cetera,” this refers to adminis-
trative complaints because in the June 3 version, “‘preliminary
investigationis mentioned and therefore 1trefers to complamts
filed before the fiscal’s office.: . :

‘ Senator Shahani. Yes these are administrative cases, Mr.
Presrdent w1thm the bureaucracy 1tself '

The Presrdent Why do we not put that"

DRILON AMENDMENT

i

Senator Dl‘lIOll So that I would propose an amendment ,

3
:

pursuant to that suggestion of the Senate President.

In lme 35, delete the article “a” and substitute it with the
words AN ADMINISTRATIVE: :So that it will now read: “The
filing of AN- ADMINISTRATIVE complaint...” i+

The Presrdent But suppose itis a crnmnal 1nformatron‘7
Senator Drrlon Precrsely. Mr. Presrdent that is whatI

asked—whether this section would refer only to administrative
. complaint—and the answer was in the affirmative. Idonotknow

the intention of the sponsor if, in fact, it is not an administrative

complaint but a complaint filed before a prosecutor’s 'office
agamst a publtc officer What is the effect of that" '

The Presrdent Yes, because before an mformat|on isfiled,
at least there is a preliminary investigation not in a case of an

administrative complaint and yet, there is already a suspension.
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Senator Shahani. - T think’ the administrative here Mr
President, does not- belong to the frlmg i

SUSPENSION OF THE SESSION

Senator Drllon May we ask for a short suspensxon of the
sessron Mr. Presrdent"

The Presrdent Is there any objectron" [ S:Ience ] There
being none, the session is suspended % : S

It was 6 53 p m.
| RESUMPTION oF THE SESSION
At 7: 1 0 p n., the session was resumed

The Presrdent. The session is resumed.

. Senator Drilon. ' Mr. President, after conferring with the
sponsors; we have come up wrth certain amendments to clanfy

‘Section 3.

-~ Inline 35, we insert the word CRIMINAL between “a” and
“complaint”,’and between *complaint” and **for” on the same
line, *we . insert the phrase BEFORE A PROSECUTOR S
OFFICE *:f R el

So that if Imay read line 35 as amended startmg w1th the
word “Employees - The filingofa cnmmal complaint before a
prosecutor ] offrce for- rape agamst any :

Senator Shaham Itis accepted Mr Presrdent

The President. Is there any objectton” [S:Ience] There
bemg none; the amendment is approved

Senator Drilon. In line 39 of the same page, Mr. Presrdent
after the semicolon (;), we add the following: - PROVIDED,
THAT IN THE EVENT THAT THE COMPLAINT IS DIS-
MISSED AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE PRELIMINARY
INVESTIGATION, THE PUBLIC OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE
CONCERNED SHALL BE IMMEDIATELY REINSTATED
WITHOUT LOSS OF SENIORITY RIGHTS OR OTHER

- BENEFITS

Senator Shahani. It is accepted, Mr. President*"“

The President. Is there any objectlon" [Sllence] There o
bemg none, the amendment is approved ' '

On page 3.
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' 'Senator Drilon. On page 3, we have an amendment.. We

_ propose the deletion of lines 5 to 9 on page 5. The reason we are -
proposing this is, first. this is a bill punishing rape. On the other

hand, this provision, if it remains, will punish a public official for
failure to perform certain duties. Second, we do not believe it is
- equitable that we impose a penalty of imprisonment on a superior
officer whomay not have jurisdiction overthe fiscal investigating
the complaint; therefore, that superior officer may not be ableto
facilitate the speedy investigation of the complaint.” -~

It is for these reasons that we propose the deletion of the

penalty clause underlines 5 to 19, and the penalty of the superior
officer for his failure to perform the duties enumerated in lines
1 to 4 will be administrative in value to be governed by Civil
Servrce rules o

SenatorShaham M. President, Ithmkthese amendments
proposed by Senator Drilon clarify the issue that we are limiting
this to administrative practrces 1 accept the amendment Mr.
' Presrdent o

‘The Presrdent May 1 hearagam Is the gentleman limitmg
itto admmlstratrve practices? .

Senator Drilon. The purpose of deleting the penal sanc-
tion, Mr. President, is: First, the whole bill is a bill on rape. But
we include here a penalty for failure to perform an administra-
: tive function and therefore, itis not proper. . :

The second reason is that as amatterof prmctple we should ,
not punish criminally a superior officer who fails to facilitate the .

speedy investigation of a complaint where the superior officer
“has no Junsdrctron over the investigating . prosecutor.  We
submit, therefore, the criminal penalty should be deleted. The
_sponsor has graciously accepted i

:.The President. Is there any objection to this amendment"
' [Srlence] There bemg none, the amendment is approved

WEBBAMENDMENT e
. S:enato_r,Webb. Mr. President.. . . :
) The!PreSIdent SenatorWebbrs recognrzed :

_ Senator Webb. Ihave an anter'ioiramendment‘. Thisisalso- ‘
- -onpage 5, line 3. Between the words ‘‘complainant” and “from” - -
-insert the words AND/OR VICTIM. The reason why Iam = .-

inserting such words, lsthat itdoes not necessarily mean that the
complamant is the vrctim or the victim is the complainant. We
want to make sure that we respond in the said bill -to the
possrbrhty that the complamant maybea baran gay captam orthe

-victim’s parents but not neeessanly the victim.
Senator Shaham We accept Mr Presidcnt

The Presrdent Is there any objeetion’ [Srlem el Thue
bemg none, the amendment is approved. - et

DRILON AMENDMENT g
SenatorDrllon Inlme l0 Mr Presrdent otthe same pave'

The Presrdent

That ls, the Duty ot the lnvestigatmg |
Ofﬁc_er o : v ‘

I

" “Senator Drilon. Yes, Mr. President. Upon our conferénce '

with the sponsor, we are informed that the i investigating ()“l(.u'

here refers to apolice officer and would not mclude a prosu.utor _
at the prelrmmary mvestigatron stage

To clarify therefore, Mr. President, may we propose that we

- delete the word “‘investigating” and substitute it with the word

POLICE.
' Senator Shahani;‘ We accept. Mr. President. -

The President. Is there any objection to this amendment?

[Silence] There being none, the amendment is approyed.

Senator Dnlon Along the same reasonmg in lmc 1, we
propose to_insert the phrase BY THE POLICE between the
words * complamt and “for '

i l ..'

Senator Shahani. -We accept it, Mr. ,President. '

.. The Presrdent Is there, any ob_;ectlon to this amendment? -

o [Srlence] There bemg none, the amendment is approvcd

Senatoanlon Inlme]2 msteadof the word“mvesttgat-. )

o mg we delete that word and substltute the same wrth the word

POLICE SR T s
' Senator Shahani; We accept it, Mr.Pr'esident.r,':::»a

- The President. Is there any objection to this amendment? -

' [Silence] There being none, the amendment is‘approved. =/

Com L i

ThePresident. How about in Iine ‘23" | o ,

Senator Dnlon Yes inline 23 the word “investi gaung" be
deleted and substrtute it wrth the word POLICE

n)'..""

Senator Shaham ‘We accept it, Mr Presrdent
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- The President. Is there any objection to this amendment?
{Silence] There b‘eing none, the amendment is approved.

On page 6 page 7
Senator Shaham Mr Presrdent
The Presrdent ; Yes Senator Shahani

Senator Shaham In line 25 of page 6, delete the word
“mumcrpalrty” and substitute it wrth the word PROVINCE.

‘ We are proposmg this in consultation with the Department
of Social Welfare and Development. They said, “To establish
- acrisis center in every city and munrcrpallty would be beyond
the means of the government,” So, as an initial effort it should
be CITY AND PROVINCE, Mr Presrdent

The President. Or probably in every PROVINCE AND
CITY.

" Senator Shahani. Yes. PROVINCE ‘AND CITY, Mr.

President.

The President. Is there any objection to the amendment?
[Silence] There being none, the amendment is approved.

- On page 7.
Senator Dnlon On page 7, line 21, there isan approprr-
ation here. Obvrously, this “is . not included in the General

Appropriations Act. Will there be an insertion now?

" SHAHANI AMENDMENT

" Senator Shahani. Mr. President, before Section 7, may I

refer to line 10 of page 7. It would be better if subsection 5
provides “psychological counseling AND MEDICAL SER-
VICES WHERE NECESSARY for the farmly of rape vrcttms ”

- In other words we add the phrase AND MEDICAL SER-
VICES WHERE NECESSARY and in lme 11 delete the word
rehabrlrtatlon

. Soitwould now read ""Provide psychological counseling

AND MEDICAL SERVICES WHERE NECESSARY for the ;

family of rape vrctrms

The President. Is there any obJecuon to the amendment"
[Silence] There bemg none, the amendment is approved

Senator Shaham Mr Presrdent thls Sectlon 7 is a new
one. However, we have to consult the government offices
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concerned. Although we gave an earlier.version of the bill to

" Senator Maceda for his own information, I did not have time to
“give him this new version of the appropnatlons because he left
,early tomght '

The President. Actually. thts isnot really an appropnauon
Iti is merely an authonty to approprlate '

Senator Shaham That is correct Mr Presrdent
- Senator Drilon. Mr. President.
“_The President. Senator l)rilon is recognized.

_ Senator Drilon. So, do we have to wait for the:comr‘nent
of the chairman of the Committee on Finance, Mr. President? As

the good sponsor mentioned, she did not have the opportunity

to refer thls matter to the chalrman of the Commtttee on Fmance

Inany case, Mr. President, the amendments are so extensive .
thatit may be best that we do not close the period of amendments
now until we see a new version. Maybe at the next opportunity,
the chairman of the Committee on Fmance can comment on this
partrcular provision.

" The President. So we w'illhold this under advisory.

On page 8, are there any amendments? These are standard ‘
provisions. Is there any provision here that prohibits the
publication of the name and picture of a rape vrctrm unul the
mformauon is ﬁled thh the court” .

Senator Shahani. Ithink that is implied because there is a

‘ penalty for undue publicity; in other words, if the victim is

humiliated or socially degraded. ThlS appears on Sectron 5 Mr

. Presxdent

©-Itis in'line 6: - “The offended party nor the accused shall
suffer from any social degradation, embarrassment, humiliation
orany otheremotional stress and trauma broughtaboutby undue
and sensationalized publicity.”

* The President. That is on page 6, Sectlon 5.1am just
merely throwing this idea to the sponsors. ‘Because wheniitisa
prohibition, then it should be in very certam ‘and specrﬁc terms,
if the commrttee 50 desrres,

‘rSenator Shaham Further on Mr Presrdent rt says here

Towards thisend, the' mvestrgatmg ofhcer.

prosecutor or the court to whom the complamt has been

- referred may, whenever necessary to ensure fair and
impartial proceedings, and after considering all the



Tuesday, August 6, 1996 A

RECORD OF THE SENATE

. Individual Amendments on S. No. 950

circumstances for the best interest of the parties, order
~ a closed-door investigation, prosecution or trial and
thatthe name and personal circumstances of the offended
party and/or the accused, or any other information
tending to -establish their identities, and such
- circumstances or information on the complamt shall
not be disclosed to the publrc o

‘ Thrs is not the medra, Mr. Presrdent but rather those who

are involved in the 1nvest1gatron and prosecution.

: .The Presrdentv.. For uniformity, there is again that term
“investigating officer” inline 9 of page 6. Do we have tochange

theterm “investigating officer” here to “POLICE offi cer” for the

sake of consrstency" . .

Senator Shaham That is correct Mr Presrdent That is
absolutely right.

'The President. Is there any objection?  [Silence] There
being none, the amendment is approved.

Senator Drilon wants that a clean copy of this bill be
prepared and distributed to the members of this Body . before
further action is had thereon.

Senator Shahani. I think that would be the best procedure
Mr. President. .

The President. Al right.

Senator Macap‘agal. 'Mr. President. .‘ o

The T’reeident. ‘Senator Mae'apagaibie recl.ogni'zed.v

Senator Macapagal. I have a few amendments that are
very simple. I would suggest that we take them up tonight before

a new copy is made, so that these can also be considered when
further action will be taken. . . -
The President. -So,‘what are the amendrnents of Senator,
Macapagal? o
Senator Macapagal There rs a motron here of Senator,
Drilon to suspend further consideration of the amendments until

anew copy is furnished. But I would like to have my amend-
ments put in first, so that they can be included in the new copy.

.. ThePresident. Istheladysenatorpreparednowto givethe
amendments? - . cor :

”Se._nator Macapagal. Yes, Mr. Preside‘n.t‘.:' T

The President. Senator Macapagal is re'coanizcd,
MACAPAGAL AMENDMENTS

Senator Macapagal Thank you Mr Presrdent My hrsl '
amendment is on page 3, lines 12 to 14. The purpose of this

- amendment is to be specific in lncludrng those aggravating

circumstances already recognized under existing laws. such
as those mentioned in Article 14 of Republic Act No. 3815,
the Revised Penal Code, as well as those in Republic Act
No. 7659 which is the Heinous Crimes Law. This is the result
of ,the.interpellation that we had with the distinguished -
Sponsor. ' :

Mr. President, the amendment is on one provision but it is
in three lines——lines 12, 13 and 14.- So if I may give the
amendment my line and then give the total amendment before
it is accepted or rejected by the sponsor :

_ The Presrdent So. they are mterrelated Wlth eaeh other -

Senator Macapagal Yes Mr Presrdent

The Presrdent. Senator Macapagal may proceed to »do 50.

Senator Macapagal. On page 3, line 12, insert the word
AGGRAVATING after the phrase “in addition to the”. ‘Also .
replace the words “enumerated under” with RECOGNIZED
UNDER EXISTING LAWS.

Inline 13, delete the word “be”. .

- In line 14, replace the phrase ‘considered as az,gravatmz>
circumstances in” with the word AGGRAVATE. .

So that lmes 12 to 15 shall read

IN ADDITION TO THE AGGRAVATING -
.CIRCUMSTANCES RECOGNIZED. UNDER
.. EXISTING LAWS, THE FOLLOWING SHALL S
- AGGRAVATE THE CRIME OF RAPE '

' That is the proposed amendment TR

Senator Shahani. Mr. Presrdent I think I know the intent
of our distinguished colleague from Pampanga, but the word
“aggravate”-is just used too often here. - “In addition to the
aggravating circumstances, the following shall aggravate ”
Maybe we could improve the style.

. .Senator Macapagal. Mr. President, subjecttostyle, wecan
delete the word “aggravating” once, butstrll]wouldhkeltto be
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- more clearly stated than it is presently worded.

The President. With the permission of the two ladies on

the ﬂoor I thmk Senator Drilon seeks to rntervene

L o_,_

SenatorShaham Ithrnktheconcernofourcolleaguefrom :

Pampanga is when she inserted the phrase ‘and in other laws”.
But we have already included under page 2, Atrticle 266 (b); the
penaltles and these are precisely taken and adopted in toto from
Repubhc Act No 7659 the Hemous Cnmes Law

- Senator Drllon ‘Mr. Presrdent wrth the | permrssron of the
_two ladres : :

The Pre51dent Senator Drrlon is recogmzed

Senator Drnlon ‘Just for the consrderatlon of the sponsor
when she acts on the proposed amendment. ' When-we say

‘“aggravating circumstance”, it means that with the presence of .

these circumstances; the next higher penalty is imposed, as we
know. Now, when we say “shall aggravate," I do not know if that
would have the same meaning. - p

-1 just want to put that on record for the consrderatton of the
sponsor ) :

Senator Shaham Precrsely, that was my objectlon Mr-
Presrdent =

Senator Macapagal. So, if the proposed amendment in line
14islegally awkward, I withdraw the use of the term “aggravate”.

look for an alternative formulation, and that will be the style

change which I will submit to the sponsor so that it can be

included in the printed version tomorrow, if that is all right with
the sponsor

Senator Shaham I wrll be happy to accommodate our

colleague Again,Ij _]l.lSt would like to draw her attention that on _

page 2, the heinous crimes provisions on penalties on rape are
included in this bill.. That i}s just for her information,"Mr.
President. - R I TP

'Senator Macapagal. Mr. President, do] inderstand thatas

the distinguished sponsor has said, Article 14 of Republic Act
. No 3815is already totally mcluded in thrs version of the brll"

Senator Shaham That is correct, Mr President.

Senator Macapagal What about Republrc Act No 7659
o the Heinous Crimes Law" o
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. to be the « case then I wrthdraw thrs amendment

Senator Shaham Under the penaltres, Mr Presrdent ’
Senator Macapagal So they are all already subsumed7
Senator Shaham That rs correct Mr Presrdent

Senator Macapagal Mr. Presrdent Twill Justmake aqurck
check with my own documentation. But if that is mdeed gomg

i

Mr. Presrdent on page 3, line 36, we would like to differen-

trate the damages mentroned 1n the brll from moral damages

Therefore the proposal istoinsert the words THE ACTUAL

: after the phrase “In addition to” so that lines 36 to 38 shall read:

“In addition to THE ACTUAL damages that may be recovered
under existing laws, the following shall warrant the award of
addmonal damages v

The President. I think in law, we have classification of

‘damages. We have actual or. compensatory damages; we have
exemplary damages we have moral damages

“When we use the phrase in addrtron toactual damages we

Aare actually limiting the extent of the damages recoverable under
: exrstrng laws o

Senator Macapagal What would be the damages that
would be taken out of the scope, Mr. President?

" The President. Here, damages would be inclusive of all

o : , - kinds of damages recoverable under the law which includes, as
v+t Mr. President, since there is going to be a reprinting, I will -

I have said, actual or compensatory damages, moral damages
and exemplary damages. -

* Senator Shahani. So the present WOrding should stand as
‘Senator Macapagal. All right. I'will study the matter
further because, after all, we w1ll be takrng thrs up again

tomorrow Thank you.'

The Presrdent Ithink we better suspend consrderatlon of B

this bili for further amendments, if there wrll be other members

who may SO desrre _ )
SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 950

. Senator Mercado. I so move, Mr. Presrdent that we
suspend consideration of Senate Bill No. 950. '

The President.” Is there any_objection'to the motion?
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[Silence] There being none, consideration of Senate Bill No.
950 is hereby suspended.

Senator Shahani. Mr. President, may I be enlightened. In
other words, we shall be preparing a clean text for tomorrow’s
discussion. Did I get the Chair correct?

The President. I think the sentiment expressed here by
Senator Macapagal is that it is still open for additional amend-
ments.

Senator Shahani. After the clean copy. This is just a
procedural step. ’

The President. Is there any objection on the part of Senator
Macapagal to that? A clean copy will be prepared without
- prejudice to the offer of amendments by other members.
Senator Macapagal; That is understood, Mr. President.
The President. All right.
Senator Shahani. Thank you, Mr. President.

| SUSPENSION OF THE SESSION

Senator Mercado. May I ask for a short suspension of the
session, Mr. President?

The President. The session is suspended. if there is no
objection. [There was none. ]

It was 7:37 p.m.

a ~RESUMPTION OF THE SESSION ‘
At 7:38 p.m., the session was resumed.
-The President. The séssion is resumed.

 Senator Romulo. Intomorrow’s session, we shallcontinue
the final individual amendments on Senate Bill No. 950. the
special law on rape. '

We shall start the interpellation on Senate Bill No. 1562,
Liberalizing Retail Trade; and Proposed Senate Resolution No.
459, Ratification of the UN Convention on the Use of Chemical
Weapons. :

ADJOURNMENT OF THE SESSION

Tomorrow is Wednesday, Mr. President. T move that we
adjourn this evening’s session until four o’clock tomorrow
afternoon. :

The President. The session is adjourned until four o’clock

tomorrow afternoon, if there is no objection. [There was none.]

Mtwas 7:39 p.m.
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