
RECORD OF THE SENATE

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1999

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 4:28 p.m., t he sess i on was resumed w it h t he Sena t e

Pres i den t , Blas F. Opi e pres i di ng.

The Pres i den t. The sess i on i s resumed. The Maj o ri ty

Leader i s recogn i zed.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , I move t ha t we suspend

t he sess i on fo r one m i nu t e.

The Pres i den t. The sess i on i s suspended fo r one m i nu t e,

i f t here i s no obj ec t i on. [There was none.}

Jt was4:28p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

Al 4:29p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.

The Pres i den t. The sess i on i s resumed. The Maj ori t y
Leader i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , may I ask t ha t Sen. Ramon

B. Magsaysay Jr. be recogn i zed on a po i n t o f personal pri v i lege.

The Pres i den t. Sen. Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. i s recog­
n i zed.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE OF SENATOR MAGSAYSAY

(On t he S t a t e o f Sena t e Prem i ses

A ft er t he Ear t h quake)

Sena t or Magsaysay . Thank you, M r. Pres i den t.

I j us t wan t t o t ake a couple o f m i nu t es t o make a repo rt on t he

s t a t e o fo ur Sena t e bu i ld i ng wh i ch i s pa rt o f t he GSIS Complex.

In br i e f , Mr. Pres i den t , we have a report fr om A t ty . Amel

~a fia s, our Depu ty Secre t a ry fo r Adm i n i ~ t ra t i ve and F i nanc i al
Serv i ces, t o w i t :

Th i s morn i ng, D r. Raymundo Punongbayan o f
t he Ph i l i ppi ne Ins ti tu t e o f Volcanology and Se i smology ,
or PHILVOCS, and Engr. Ben i t o M. Pacheco, pas t
pres i den t o f t he Assoc i a t i on o f S truc tural Engi neers o f
t he Ph i l i ppi nes, came i n w i t h t he i r engi neers t o i nspec t
our bu i ld i ng as t o sa fe ty and s t ruc tu re.

The fo llow i ng are t he repo rt s o f Dr. Punongbayan and
Dr. Pacheco:

Mos t o f t he damages are cosme t i c i n na t ure.

Mean i ng, plas t ers. Even t he cracks wh i ch are mos t ly
loca t ed a t t he end o f t he bu il d i ng are plas t ers, hav i ng
been cracked by t he i n t ens i ty o f t he eart hquake. These

cores, be i ng two o f t he cores o f t he seven-core bu i ld i ng
o f t he GSIS Complex, are des i gned pri mari ly w i t h
se i sm i cj o i n t s. Th i s means t ha t t here i s a safe ty t olerance

where i n i f t here i s a movemen t o f t he eart h benea t h us

as wha t happened las t Sunday, t he se i sm i c j o i n ts w ill
allow fo r a play so t ha t t he whole bu il d i ng w ill no t be

a ff ec t ed s truc tu rally on t he i r suppo rt i ng columns and

beams.

So, t he fo llow i ng were recommended:

F i rs t , t he arch i t ec tu ral fi n i sh should respec t t he

se i sm i cj o i nt s. These are t he li nes t ha t separa t e t he cores

fr om each ot her. It m i gh t be a good i dea no t t o cover

t hem w i t h pa i n t and wall paper so as t o allow fr ee play .

Second, t he Sena t e personnel should be aware and

be prepared fo r any emergency . The fear t hat people

feel i s t he resu lt o fn o t know i ng wha t t o do and where t o
go i n case o f emergency when t hey are i n t he bu i ld i ng.

So, i n e ff ec t , M r. Pres i den t , t he bu i ld i ng i s sa fe fo r occu­

pancy , and I am ce rt a i n t ha t we w ill be able t o fi n i sh our seven­

year lease- two years have already passed—up t o 2004 and we s t ill
have fu ll use o f t h i s pa rt o f t he GSIS Complex.

Sena t or B i azon. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t. Sen. Rodol fo G. B i azon i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Biazon. Thank you, Mr. Pres i den t.

W i II t he d i s t i ngu i shed gen tl eman y i eld fo r some clari fi ca t ory
ques t i ons?

Sena t or Magsaysay . Cer t a i nly, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or B i azon. Mr. Pres i den t , who i s D r. Pacheco?

Sena t or Magsaysay . Dr. Ben i t o M. Pacheco i s t he

i mmed i a t e pas t pres i den t o f t he Assoc i a t i on o f S truc t ural
Engi neers o f t he Ph i l i ppi nes.

Sena t or Biazon. Is he w i ll i ng t o subm i t t h i s repo rt i n wri tt en
fo nn o ffi c i ally?
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The Secre t ary w ill please read t he Add i t i onal Re fe rence

o f Bus i ness.

ADDITIONAL REFERENCE OF BUSINESS

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The Secre t ary .

December 9, 1999

The Honorable

BLASF.OPLE

Pres i den t o f t he Sena t e
F i nanc i al Cent er

Pasay C i ty 1308

Me tr opol i t an Man i la

Mr. Pres i den t:

I have been d i rec t ed t o i n fo rm t he Senat e t ha t t he

House o f Represen t a t i ves on December 8, 1999 agreed

t o a Con ference on t he d i sagree i ng prov i s i ons o f
House B ill No. 7572, en t i tl ed

AN ACTMODERNIZING THE PROFESSIONAL

REGULATION COMMISSION, REPEALING

FOR THE PURPOSE PRESIDENTIAL

DECREE NUMBERED TWO HUNDRED AND

TWENTY-THREE, ENTITLED "CREATING

THE PROFESSIONAL REGULATION

COMMISSION AND PRESCRIBING ITS

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS," AND FOR

OTHER PURPOSES,

passed by t he House o f Represen t a t i ves on June 3, 1999

and Sena t e B i ll No. 1271, P.n t i t led

AN ACT FURTHER AMENDING PRESIDENTIAL

DECREE NUMBERED TWO HUNDRED

AND TWENTY-THREE, AS AMENDED,

ENTITLED "CREATING THE PROFESSIONAL

REGULATION COMMISSION AND PRES­

CRIBING ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS"

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES,

wh i ch was passed by t he Sena t e on November 8, 1999

and has accord i ngly des i gna t ed Congressmen H i lar i on

J . Ram i ro J r. , Harl i n Cas t. Abayon, Manuel A. Roxas II,

Romualdo T. V i cenc i o, Elad i o M. Jala, Ernes t o F. Herre_ra,

Carlos M. Pad i lla, Eduardo R. Gullas, James J . Gordon

J r. , and J . Apol i nar i o L. Lozada J r. as i t s con ferees.
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Very tru ly yours,

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO

Secre t ary General

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. To t he Arch i ves

The Secre t ary .

December 9, 1999

The Honorable

BLASF.OPLE

Pres i den t o f t he Senat e
F i nanci al Cen t er

PasayC i ty 1308

Me tr opo li t an Man il a

M r. Pres i den t:

I have been d i rec t ed t o i n fo rm t he Sena t e t ha t t he

House o f Represen t a t i ves on December 8, 1999 elec t ed

Congressman Cons t an t i no H. Navarro Jr . as add i t i onal

member o f t he B i cameral Con ference Comm i tt ee on t he

part o f t he House on t he d i sagree i ng prov i s i ons of
House B ill No. 7848, en t i t led

AN ACT CONSOLIDATING AND AMENDING

REPUBLICACTNOS. 580, 1557, 5448AND7835

AND EXECUTIVE ORDER NOS. 535 AND 90,

AS THEY APPLYTOTHEHOMEINSURANCE

AND GUARANTY CORPORATION WHICH

SHALL BE RENAMED AS HOUSING

GUARANTY CORPORATION AND FOR

OTHER PURPOSES

and Sena t e B i ll No. 1568, en t i t led

AN ACT TO FURTHER AMEND CERTAIN

PROVISIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 580, AS

AMENDED, EXTENDING THE TERM OF THE

HOME INSURANCE AND GUARANTY

CORPORATION, EXPANDING ITS POWERS,

INCREASING ITS AUTHORIZED CAPITAL

STOCK AND OTHER PURPOSES.

Ve ry t ruly yours,

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO

Secre t a ry General

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. To t he Arch i ves


