
RECORD OF THE SENATE

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1999

OPENING OF THE SESSION

Sena t or Juan M. Flav i er … … … … … … … … …..Presen t
Sena t or Teo fi s t o T. Gu i ngona Jr. … ….......Presen t

Sena t or Gregor i o B. Honasan … … … … . . . … ·
Sena t or Robe rt S. Jaworsk i … … … … … … · …..Presen t
Sena t or Loren B. Legarda-Lev i s t e … … … …Presen t
Sena t or Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. … … … …..Presen t
Sena t or John Hen ry R. Osme " a … … … … ….Presen t *

Sena t or Sergi o R. Osme fi a III … … … … … ….Presen t
Sena t or Aqu il i no Q. P i men t el Jr. … … … · …..Presen t

Sena t or Ramon B. Rev ill a … … … … … … … …..Presen t

Sena t or Raul S. Roco … … … … … · … … … … … . . * *

Sena t or M i r i am De fe nsor San t i ago … … … …Presen t

Sena t or V i cen t e C. So tt o III … … … … … … … . . **

Sena t or Franc i sco S. Ta t ad.. … … … … … … …..Presen t
The Pres i den t . .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . . . . . .. .. . . . **

# #

A t 2:36 p.m., Hon. Teresa S. A qu i no-Ore/a, ac t i ng as t he

pres i di ng offi cer, called t he sess i on t o order.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. A qu i no-Ore t a]. The 31s t

sess i on o f t he Sena t e i n t he Second Regular Sess i on o f t he

Eleven t h Congress i s hereby called t o order.

Le t us all s t and fo r t he open i ng prayer t o be led by Sen.

Teo fi s t o T. Gu i ngona Jr.

Eve,ybody rose for t he prayer.

PRAYER The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Aqu i no-Ore t a]. W i t h 15

sena t ors presen t , t here i s a quorum.

Sena t or Gu i ngona.

Dear God i n Heaven,

We pray fo r s tr engt h t o carry on even as we go t o
t he Oc t ober recess.

Some comm i tt ees w ill con t i nue hear i ngs; o th ers w ill
fi nal i ze repo rt s. Sena t or~ i nd i v i dually w ill respond

each i n h i s own way t o help i n t he wake o f con t i nu i ng

cr i s i s and challenge.

Ab i de w i t h us, dear Lord, and lead no t t h i s d i v i ded

land t o perd i t i on and d i sas t er.

The Maj or i ty Leader i s recogn i zed.

THE JOURNAL

(Cons i dera t i on De f erred)

Sena t or Dr il on. Madam Pres i den t , we ended our

sess i on t h i s morn i nga t abou t 11 :47 a.m. and, t here fo re, t heJournal

fo r yes t erday and t h i s morn i ng's sess i on could no t be pr i n t ed

on t i me.

In v i ew t hereo f , Madam Pres i den t , I move t ha t we de fer

cons i dera ti on and approval o f t he Journal a t a la t er hour or t o t he

nex t sess i on.

Amen.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Aqu i no-Ore t a]. The Sec­

re t ary w i ll please call t he rol l.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Aqu i no-Ore t a]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Si lence} There be i ng none, t he mo t i on i s approved.

Sena t or Dr il on. I move t ha t we proceed t o t he Re fe rence

o f Bus i ness.

ROLL CALL

The Secre t a ry , read i ng:

Sena t or Teresa S. Aqu i no-Ore ta. … … … …..Presen t
Sena t or Robe rt Z. Barbers.. … . . . … … . . . … …..Presen t
Sena t or Rodol fo G. B i azon … . … … … … … …..Presen t
Sena t or Rena t o L. Compa11ero Caye t ano.. Presen t
Sena t or Anna Dom i n i que M.L. Cosc t eng . . Presen t *

Sena t or Frankl i n M. Dr i lon … … … … … . . … ….Presen t
Sena t or Juan Ponce Enr il e … … … … . . … … ….Presen t *

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Aqu i no-Ore t a]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Si lence} There be i ng none, t he mo t i on i s approved.

The Secre t ary w i ll now read t he Re ference o f Bus i ness.

REFERENCE OF BUSINESS

RESOLUTION

The Secre t a ry . Proposed Sena t e Resolu t i on No. 587,

en t i t led

* Arri ved a ft er t he roll call "'*Ono ! ci al m i ss i on
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SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena t or Dr il on. Madam Pres i den t , I move t ha t we suspend

t he sess i on fo r one m i nu t e.

The Pres id i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Aqu~no-O~e~a]'.. Th:,,ses­

s ion i ssuspended foronem in u t e, i f there i sno obj ec t i on. [There

was none.]

/ t was4:13p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

Al 4: 16p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.

The Pres id i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Aqu i no-Ore t a]. The ses­

s i on i s resumed.

The Maj or i ty Leader is recogn iz ed.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF

S. NO. 153

Sena t or Dril on. Madam Pres id ent , w i t h t he agreemen t
o f Senat ors Osme fi a III and Magsaysay, we move t ha t we

suspend cons i derat ion o f Senat e B ill No. 153 under Comm i tt ee

Repo rt No. 41.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Aqu i no-Ore t a]. Is t here

any obj ec t i on? [Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he mo t i on i s

approved.

BILL ON SECOND READING

S. No. 1271--Pro f ess i onal Regula t i on

Comm is s i on Ac t
(Con t in ua ti on)

Sena t or Dr il on. Madam Pres i den t ; I move t ha t resume

cons i dera t i on o f Sena t e B ill No. 1271 as repo rt ed ou t under

Comm i tt ee Repo rt No. 25.

The Pres id i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Aqu i no-Oret a]. Is t here

any obj ect io n? [Sil ence] There be i ng none, resumpt i on o f
cons i derat io n of Senat e B ill No. 1271 is now i n order.

Sena t or Dr il on. Madam Pres i den t , we are s t i ll i n t he per i od

o f amendment s. May I ask t he Cha i r t o recogn i ze t he pri nc i pal

sponsor, Sen. Anna Dom i n i que M.L. Cose t eng.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Aqu i no-Ore t a]. Sen. Anna

Dom in i que M.L. Cose t eng is recogn i zed.
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MOTION OF SENATOR DRILON

(To Use Approved Comm i tt ee Amendmen t s as

o f Oc t ober 4, 1999 as Work i ng Paper)

Senat or Dr il on. Madam Pres id en t , yes t erday, a ft er t he

Cha ir o f t he comm i tt ee in tr oduced t he amendmen t s, we d i rec t ed

t he Secre t ari at to prepare a new vers ion o f Sena t e B ill No. 1271

con t a i n i ng t he comm i tt ee amendmen t s.

Copie s o f t h i s rev i sed vers io n are now i n t he hands o f our

colleagues. Th i s is t he vers io n w i t h approved comm i tt ee amend­

men t s as o f Oct ober 4, 1999. May we sugges t t ha t t h i s w ill be th e

bas is o f t he d i scuss i on dur i ng t he per i od o f i nd i v i dual amend­

men ts .

The Pres i d in g O f fi cer [Sen. Aqu i no-Ore ta]. Copi es of
Senat e B ill No. 1271 w it h approved comm i tt ee amendments as o f
Oc t ober 4, 1999 are now be in g gi ven t o t he members of th e

Chamber and t hese w ill be used as t he work in g paper fo r our

amendmen t s.

Is t here any obj ec t ion ? [Si lence] There be i ng none, th e

mo t io n is approved.

Sena t or Dr il on. We go page by page i f I may sugges t t o

t he sponsor.

Madam Pres id en t , on page 1... If t here are no amendmen ts

on page 1 …

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS

Sena t or Cose t eng. Madam Pres id en t , I would l i ke t o read

Sec t ion I. As i t i s t he en t i re amendmen t.. . The S ta t emen t o fPol i cy
was no t a part o f PD No. 223. So t he whole Sec t i on I i s ac tu ally
an amendmen t as a s t a t emen t o f pol i cy .

So, I would l i ke t o read i n t o t he Record t ha t en t ir e sec t i on.

Sena t or Dr il on. Please go ahead.

Sena t or Cose t en g .

SECTION I. STATEMENT OF POLICY. - THE STATE

RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF PROFESSION­

ALS IN NATIONBUILDING AND, TOWARDS THIS END,

PROMOTES THE SUSTAINED DEVELOPMENT OF A RES­

ERVOIR OF PROFESSIONALS WHOSE COMPETENCE

HAS BEEN DETERMINED BY HONEST AND CREDIBLE

LICENSURE EXAMINATIONS AND WHOSE STANDARDS

OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AND PRACTICE

ARE WORLD-CLASS AND INTERNATIONALLY

RECOGNIZED.
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Sena t or Drilo n. I move t o approve t he proposed amend­

men t , Madam Pres iden t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Aqu in o-Ore t a]. Is t here

any obj ec ti on? [Sile nce] There be in g none, t he amendmen t is
approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Madam Pres i den t , i n Sec t i on 17 …

Sena t or Dr il on. Madam Pres i den t , may we go page by
page, i f th e sponsor would graci ously agree so t hat we can

all fo llow. I ft here are no o t her amendmen t s on page 1, we go t o
page lA.

Madam Pres id en t , th e proposed amendmen t on page I A,

s ta rt i ng w i t h li nes 19a up t o 19bb, i s pend i ng approval by t h i s
Chamber.

Sena t or San t ia go. Madam Pres i den t , please, a pr ior

amendmen t to page I.

The Pres i d in g O f fi cer [Sen. Aqu ino-Ore ta ]. Sena t or

San t i ago i s recogn iz ed.

Sena t or San t i ago. W i t h respec t t o Sec t io n 3 wh ic h i s
v i rt ually con ta i ned on page 1 A.

Sena t or Dr ilo n. That i s on li ne 18, on page I, Madam

Pres id en t ?

SANTIAGO AMENDMENT

Sena t or San t i ago. We can s ta rt on page IA, l in e 19a. I

propose to amend i t as fo llows: "The Comm i ss io n shall be headed

by one fu ll- t i me CHAIRMAN and two fu ll- t im e Comm iss i oners,

all t o be appo in t ed by th e Pres i den t fo r a te rm o f SEVEN (7) years

w i th ou t reappo in tmen t t o s ta rt fr om th e t i me th ey assume o ffi ce.

APPOINTMENTS TO A VACANCY THAT OCCURS BE­

FORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE TERM OF A COMMIS­

SIONER SHALL COVER ONLY THE UNEXPIRED TERM

OF THE IMMEDIATE PREDECESSOR. AT THE EXPIRA­

TION OF THE TERM OF THE CHAIRMAN, THE MOST

SENIOR OF THE COMMISSIONERS SHALL TEMPO­

RARILY ASSUME AND PERFORM THE DUTIES AND

FUNCTIONS OF THE CHAIRMAN UNTIL A PERMANENT

CHAIRMAN IS APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT.

No person shall be appo i n te d cha i rman or COMMISSIONER

unless he is a t leas t fo rty (40) years o fa ge, IS A PROFESSIONAL

WITH A VALID CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION AND

AVALID PROFESSIONAL LICENSE, fa m ili ar w i t h t he pr i n­

c i ples and me th ods o f pro fe ss i onal regula t io n and/or li cens in g

and has a t leas t fiv e years o f execu t i ve or managemen t experi ­
ence: PROVIDED, THAT ONE OF THE COMMISSIONERS

MUSTBEAPASTCHAIRPERSON/MEMBEROF APROFES­

SIONAL REGULATORY BOARD."

I am no t fu lly conversan t w i t h th e new Sec t i on 3 because t h is
la te s t dra ft o ft he b ill was d is t rib u t ed only a few m i nu t es ago. I j us t
w is h t o en te r i n t o t he Record wha t my proposed amendmen t s to
Sec t io n 3 are. I t i s li kely th a t some o f t hese are already con t a in ed

in t he new Sec t io n 3.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Madam Pres i den t , i t was dur in g t he

peri od o f in t erpella t i on o f our honorable colleague, Sen. M i ri am

De fe nsor San t ia go, th at we t ook in to cons i dera t io n th e dra ft in go f
Sec t io n 3 as fo und on page 1 A, l in es 19a to l 9bb. Th is w as th e

response o f t he comm i tte e to th e ques t i ons t ha t were propounded

by our colleague.

Sena t or San t i ago. Yes, I w ill con fi rm th a t. It seems to m e

li ke everyt h in g I have j us t read ou t are already con t a in ed i n
Sec t i on 3. So, I shall proceed t o Sec t ion 4 a t t he proper t im e.

Sena t or Dr ilo n. Befo re t ha t , Madam Pres i den t , may we

now move fo r t he approva l.. . The M i no ri ty Leader has some

po in ts o f clari fi cat i on.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Aqu i no-Ore ta]. The M i ­
nor i ty Leader is recogn iz ed.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. W i th th e perm i ss i on o f Sena t or

San t i ago. May I d ir ec t t he ques t ion to t he d i s t in gu i shed sponsor.

Durin g yes t erday's hear i ng, we asked th e d is t in gu is hed sponsor

whe t her t he ph i losophy o f hav in g a s ta ggered appo i ntmen t o f
comm is s ion ers was be in g abandoned because t he ph i losophy or

ra t i onale th ere i s t ha t s t aggered appo in tmen t s would prov id e

con t in u i ty in pol i c ie s and fa m ili ari ty w i th th e work o f t he Comm is ­

s ion , and she sa i d t ha t t h i s was not be in gabandoned a t al l. Bu t now,

I see t ha t t he t erm o f t he comm is s io ners and t he cha irm an are all

seven years.

So, I would j us t l ik e t o cla ri fy because i f t hey are all appo in t ed

a t th e same t im e, t hen t hey w ill all serve fo r seven years. Tha t is
fin e. Bu t i f t he te rm o f t he t wo o f t hem become sho rt ened fo r one

reason or ano t her and new ones w i ll be appo in t ed, t hey would no t
have t he fa m il iar i ty or t he spir i t o f con t inu ance t ha t is be ti in d th e

ra t i onale fo r s t aggered appo in t men t s.

A t t h i s j unc t ure, Sen. Teresa S. A qu i no-Gre t a re li nqu is hed

t he Cha i r t o Sen. John H. Osme$ % t he Sena t e Pres i den t Pro

Tempore.

Sena t or Cose t eng. A t t he momen t , Mr. Pres i den t , t he
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rea li t y i s tha t Cha i & nan Pobre's t erm expi res i n the year 200 ~;
.•

Comm i ss io nerAbad's te &n expi res i n t he year 2004; and Comm i s-

s io ner dela Rea Tan's t erm expi res i n 2007.

So, t hey w ill , i n e ff ec t , be replaced a t s t aggerin g t erms.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. On a s ta ggered bas i s. Tha t is t he

real i ty , bu t t he law i t sel f s t a rt s o ff a t t he same t i me- seven years

each. There may come a s i tua t i on where t here w ill no t be t ha t
s i tu ati on.

Anyway, I do no t fe el very s tr ongly abou t t h i s. All I wan t i s
clari fi ca ti on.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Perhaps, i t could be i nco rpora t ed i n
t he Trans i t o ry Prov i s i on.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Yes, M r. Pres id en t.

Sena t or Dr ilo n. The M i nor i ty Leader i s no t obj ec t i ng t o
th e amendmen t. So, I now move fo r t he approval o f t he amend­

men t fo und on page 1 A, l i nes 19a t o l 9bb, as read by Sena t or

San ti ago.

The Pres id en t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t io n?

[Sil ence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t is a pproved.

DRILON AMENDMENTS

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres id en t , t h is is j us t a ty pograph ic al

error. In l i ne 15, i ns t eado f acomma(,) a ft er t he word "OFFICER",

i t should be a per i od (.).

The Pres id en t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

[Sil ence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , on page 3, l i ne Sb, be t ween

t he words "COMMISSION" and "SHALL", i nse rt t he fo llow i ng:
WHO HAVE SERVED THEIR.FULL TERMS.

Sena t or San t i ago. Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore.
recogn i zed.

Sena t or San t i ago i s

So, t hesen t ence, Mr. Pres id en t , as proposed, w il lnow

THECHAIRMANANDTHEMEMBERSOFTHEread:

SIONWHOHAVESERVEDTHEIRFULLTE) , *
BE ENTITLED TO RETIREMENTBENEFITS PROVIDED

UNDERREPUBLIC ACTNUMBERED ONETHOU

FIVEHUNDREDSIXTY-EIGHTASAMENDEDBY SAND

LIC ACTNUMBERED THREE THOUSANDFIV- ,
DREDANDNINETY-FIVE:PROVfDED,THATTHECHAIR­

MANANDTHEMEMBERSOFTHEc6MMISSION

SERVED LESS THAN THE FULL TERM SHALLBE+
TITLED TO A PROPORTIONATE AMOUNT.

~n o t h~r ~ords, i n t he pr~po_:i ~? amendmen t , th e members of
t heCommISSlOnmus t serve t he fu ll t erm i norder t obeen t i tl ed t o
t he fu ll amoun t as d i s t in gu is hed fr om t he presen t phraseology,

:'her: a serv ic e o f one year w ill already en t i t le t h i m to th e-ful l
bene fi t s.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does t he sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. It is accept ed, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

( i lence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s appro~ed.

We are now on page 4.

Sena t or Dr il on. Page 3A, Mr. Pres id en t.

Pres i den t Pro Tempore. There i s no amendmen t on
page 3A.

The Pres i den t Pro 'f empore. Wha t does t he sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. I t i s accept ed, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

[Sil ence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Dr il on. In li ne 5g, dele t e t he words "SHALL

HA VE" and i n l ie u t hereo f , i nse rt t he word WHO and remove t he

le t t er "D" on t he word "SERVED". Then, s t art i ng w i th th e word

"AT" dele t e t he whole o f Sh and S i , and i n li eu t hereo f , i nse rt t he

phrase LESS THAN THE FULL TERM.
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SANTIAGO AMENDMENT

Sena t or San t ia go. Mr. Pres i den t , t here i s a pr i or amend­

men t i nSec t i on2, i f Imaybeallowed. Th i s i son page2,re ferr i ng
to Sec t i on 4.

On page2,l i ne21,a ft er t heword“COMMISSION,“add th e
sen t ence: HE SHALL PERFORM
TIES WHICH ARE NECESSARYSUCH OTHER ACTIVI-

EXERCISEOFTHEPOWERS, FOR THE EFFECTIVE

SIBILITIES OFTHECOMMISFS ' ~TIONS AND RESPON-

The Pres id en t Pro Tempore.
say? Wha t does t hesponsor
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Sena t or Cose t eng. I accept i t , Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is th ere any obj ec t ion ?

[S il ence) There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

May we go back t o page 3A.

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , may we j us t go back to …

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The Maj or i ty Leader is
recogn i zed.

MOTION OF SENATOR DRILON

(Correc t i on on Ear li er Amendmen t Made)

Sena t or Dr il on. I made an error, Mr. Pres i den t , when

earl ie r, I replaced t he comma(,) on page 2, li ne 15. The per i od

(.) should no t be t here. I move th a t we recons i der the prev i ous

amendmen t i n li ne 15. The pe ri od(.) should be i n li ne 14, a ft er th e

word "COMMISSION".

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. F i rs t , the re i s a mo t i on to
recons i der.

Sena t or Dr il on. Yes, j us t a very m i nor error, Mr. Pres­

i den t.

The Pres ide n t Pro Tempore. Is th ere any obj ec t i on?

[S il ence] There be in g none, the mo t io n i s approved.

DRILON AMENDMENT

The gen t leman i s now dele t in gh i s amendmen t a ft er t he word

"OFFICER" in I i ne 15. Is tha t correc t ?

Sena t or Dr il on. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is the re any obj ec t ion ?

[Si lence} There be in g none, t he mo t i on i s approved.

And now th e gen tl eman wan ts t o pu t an amendmen t in l i ne 14.

Sena t or Dr il on. Yes, by plac i ng a per i od(.) a ft er t he word

"COMMISSION". I . II read i t , Mr. Pres id en t.

"THE CHAIRMAN SHALL ACT AS THE PRESIDING

OFFICER AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE

COMMISSION. AS PRESIDING OFFICER, HE SHALL PRE­

SIDE OVER THE MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION SIT­

TING AS A COLLEGIAL BODY."

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does t he sponsor

say t o t h i s change?

Sena t or Cose t eng. I accept i t , M t: . Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is th ere any obj ec t ion ?

[Sil ence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena to r San t i ago i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or San t ia go. Are we on page 3, please?

The Pres id en t Pro Tempore. Yes, we are now on

page 3.

SANTIAGO AMENDMENT

Sena t or San t i ago. I would li ke to propose an amendmen t
on page 3, li ne 8. A ft er t he word "Powers", i nsert a comma

( , ) fo llowed by t he phrase FUNCTIONS AND RESPON­

SIBILITIES.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. What does th e sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. I accept i t , Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is th ere any obj ec t i on?

[Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or San t ia go. On t he fo llow in g l in e 9, a ft er t he word

" powers", i nsert a comma(,) fo llowed by th e words FUNCTIONS

AND RESPONSIBILITIES.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does th e sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. I accept i t , Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is th ere any obje c t i on?

[Sil ence} There be in g none, th e amendmen t i s approved.

On page 3A, th ere i s a bracke t i n li ne 28. Has t h i s been

approved already? All ri gh t.

On page 4, l in e 7. Is t h is a new amendmen t ? Th i s was already
approved. So t here is no new amendmen t on page 4.

Are t here new amendmen t s on page 5, l in e 22? I do no t know

i f t h i s is j us t a ques t io n o f t he in k or whe t her...

DRILON AMENDMENTS

Sena t or Dr il on. On page 5, l in e 22, dele t e t he word

"CHAIRMAN", t he fi rs t "CHAIRMAN" appea ri ng here a t th e

begi nn in g o f t he l ine .
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Sena t or Cose t eng. I accept i t , M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

[Si lence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Dr il on. Th i s i s j us t a ma tt er o f s ty le. In li ne 27,

dele t e t he words "AND ENDORSEMENT" and i n l i eu t hereo f ,

i nse rt th e words AS ENDORSED.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does t he sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accept ed, M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on

t o t he amendmen t ? [Sil enceJ There be i ng none, t he same i s

approved. Are t here amendmen t s on page 5A?

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , s t ill on page 5, l i ne 29,

t here i s no sense on t h i s No. "28" here. So I do no t know wha t

t h i s No. 28 i s.

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s a ty pogr aph i cal error, Mr. Pres­

i den t.

Sena t or Dr il on. It i s a typ ogr aph i cal error. I move t o

dele t e th e No. "28", M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accept ed, M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on t o
t he amendmen t ? [S il ence] There be i ng none, t he same i s ap­
proved.

COSETENG AMENDMENT

Sena t or Cose t en g. Mr. Pres i den t , on t he prev i ous

amendmen t on page 5, l i ne 14, le tt er (e), a ft er t he word "regi s t er"

add t he phrase AND COMPUTERIZED DATA BASE. So t he

sent ence would read: "To keep and ma i n t a i n a regi s t er AND

COMPUTERIZED DATA BASE o f t he aut hor i zed prac t i t i oners

o f t he pro fe ss i on or occupa t i on;".

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on t o
t he amendmen t ? [Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he same i s

approved.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. There are amend

onl i ne27. men ts

Sena t or Dr il on. These amendmen t s have been

ously approved, Mr. Pres i den t.
prev i .

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. These were approved

also. Page 6A, l in es 28c and 28d.

DRILON AMENDMENTS

Sena t or Dr il on. It i s j us t a matt er o f s ty le, Mr. Pres i den t.
On page 6A, l i ne 28c, we propose t o dele t e t he words "THE
PROVISION OF".

On t he same page, l i ne 28d, add S t o t he word "LAW"; dele t e
"AND" and i nsert a f t er t he word "RULES" t he words

AND REGULATIONS. So t hat t he prov i s i on w ill now read:

"SUB JECT TO THE CIVIL SERVICE LAWS, RULES AND

REGULATIONS;".

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accept ed, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on t o
th e amendmen t ? [Si lence} There be i ng none, t he same i s

approved. Is t here any amendmen t on page 7?

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , on page 7, l i nes 12, 13 and

14, t he amendmen t wh i ch says "UNDER THE ADMINISTRA­

TIVE SUPERVISION OF THE COMMISSION" appears m i s­

placed. We i nv i t e t he a tt en t i on o f t he Chamber t ha t on page 9A,

l i ne 30, t he same prov i s i on i s repea t ed.

The proposal t here fo re, fo r purposes o f s ty le, i s t o dele t e t he

phrase "UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE SUPERVISION

OF THE COMMISSION". Because, as we sa i d, t h i s i s m i splaced,

unless t here i s ano t her mean i ng t o t h i s.

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accept ed, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on t o
t he amendmen t ? [Si lence] There be i ng none, t he same i s ap-

proved.

Page 7A. [Si lence] Page 8? [Sil ence] Page 9? Is t here an

amendmen t i n l i ne 1 7?

Sena t or P i men t el. On page 8, Mr. Pres i den t.

Are t here amendmen t s on page SA? [Sil ence] There i s an The Pres i den t Pro Tem pore. Sena t or P i men t el 1s

amendmen t on page 6, li ne 5. Is t hat approved already? recogn i zed.
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amendmen t , we would l ik e to fi nd ou t who are t he fo re i gners

gran t ed ce rt i fi ca te s ofr egis tr a ti on and li cense w i thou t exam i na­

ti on or even a t emporary or a spec i al penn i t. Wha t k i nd o f
pro fe ss i ons are covered here?

Mr. Pres ide n t , i t looks t o me th a t t h i s prov is io n i s a l i ttl e t oo

open-ended t ha t can cause a lo t o f prej ud ic e to ce rt a i n pro fe s­

s i onals o f t h i s coun try . For example, i f t h i s i s env i s i oned to allow

fo re i gn engi neers or fo re i gn arch i te c t s or fo re i gn doc t ors, fo r­

e i gn th i s or t ha t , I wonder what is in t ended to b e covered here.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres id en t , we have a Fore i gn
Borrow in g Ac t th a t includes fo re i gn consul t an ts as part o f loan

packages. Durin g t he per i od o f in t erpella t ion s, we apprec ia t ed

t he po in t s t ha t were ra i sed concern i ng th is i ssue prec i sely be­

cause F i l i pin o pro fe ss io nals are rece iv in g some t im es less t han

10% o f wha t fo re i gn consul t an t s rece i ve as pa rt of a package

when we borrow fr om fo re i gn sources.

So, pri ma ri ly, t ha t covers th ose pro fess iona ls. We also

cons i der fo re i gn pro fess i onals who are, fo r example, on a m is s i on

here to render fr ee med i cal serv i ces or o t her pro fess ional

serv ice s. We also have F ili pin os who have ta ken up res i dency
overseas and are com i ng back t o prac t ic e and s t ay . Those are t he

ca t ego ri es t ha t are covered, Mr. Pres ide n t.

Sena t or P i men t e l. In li gh t of t he reply o f t he d is t in gu is hed

sponsor, may I advert t o t he danger t ha t is posed by t h is prov i s ion.

Because i t says here, among o t her th in gs, "Tha t t he Comm is s i on

may , upon recommenda t io n o f t he Board concerned, au t ho ri ze

th e iss uance o f a ce rt i fi ca te o f regis tr a t io n AND LICENSE,

w i t hou t exam in a t i on or a t emporary OR spec i al perm i t FOR NOT

MORE THAN ONE (1) YEAR, SUBJECT TO RENEWAL, t o
prac t i ce t he pro fe ss ion , t o any fo re i gner regardless o f whe t her

or no t rec i proc i ty ex i s t s i n t he prac t i ce o f h is pro fe ss io n between

h is coun t ry and t he Ph i l i ppin es under such cond i t io ns as may be

de t erm ine d by t he Comm is s ion." And t hen i t says here: " i f such

fo re i gner is i n t erna t i onally known t o be an ou t s ta nd i ng expe rt in
h is chosen pro fess ion or a well-known spec ia l is t in any o f i t s
branches“0 wh ic h does no t cover t he consu lt an t s who are a tt ached

to loan packages—“and t ha t h i s serv i ces are urgen tl y necessary
e i th er fo r lack or in adequacy o f local expe rt s or i f SUCH A

FOREIGN PROFESSIONAL IS ON A MISSION IN THE

PHILIPPINES TO RENDER FREE PROFESSIONAL SER­

VICES."

I have no quarrel w i t h t h is las t phrase, Mr. Pres i den t , bu t i t
looks l ik e na masyadongapin g-api naman t ayo saprob isyongit o.

I mean fo r our people.

Sena t or Cose t eng. May we ask th e d is t in gu is hed gen t le­

man to rephrase or rev i se t h is as a proposal t o t he Chambe r.

Sena t or P i men t e l. Yes, ce rt a in ly, Mr. Pres i den t. Wha t I

would probably recommend is t o remove or dele te t ha t au th ori ­
zat i on to any fo re i gner, regardless o f whe t her or no t rec i proc i ty
ex i s t ed. I th ink t ha t i s t oo much.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres i qen t , t he problem t ha t has

ar i sen at t he momen t , or t he presen t prac t i ce i s th a t th e fo re i gners

do no t go to th e PRC anymore to regi s t er th emselves. They j us t
fr eely prac t i ce.

Sena t or P i men t e l. Exac tl y, Mr. Pres i den t. So we should

sue t hem i f t hey do th a t. We should no t allow t hem to fl aun t our

laws and i gnore th em.

Sena t or Cose t eng. We t hought th a t t hey had t o be ap­
proved by t he PRC be fo re th ey could prac t i ce i /ns t ead o f th e

presen t s i t ua t i on where th ey j us t really prac t i ce under a

consul ta ncy sys t em or under an unders tu dy sys t em.

Sena t or P i men t e l. M r. Pres i den t , I unders tand th at th e

prac t i ce in Korea, fo r example, is th at consul t an ts are allowed only
i f th ey are subord in a t ed to local…Le t us say, i f we ta lk about
engine ers, t hey a tta ched th emselves to a local engin eeri ng fi rm,

and th ey are allowed t o be consul t an t s. Bu t o t herw i se, no, wh i ch

i s an asse rt io n o f t he sovere i gn ty o f t he country .

Sena t or Cose t eng. The sad s i tu a t i on to day i s t ha t , i t i s th e

o t her way around. The fo re i gn consul t an ts m us t necessari ly have

a F i l i pi no' 'u nders tu dy. "

Sena t or P i men t e l. !yon na nga.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s t he preva ili ng prac t i ce. They
are t aken i n by a local company or a local pro fe ss i onal fi rm as

consul t an t s because t hey have supposedly unders tu d i es th a t
t hey are gu id in g, prepar in g, tr ans fe rri ng t echnology or im part ­
in g knowledge to .

Perhaps th e gen tl eman may recommend some way o f t i ght ­
en i ng t h i s. I agree w i t h h i qi . We are j us t look i ng fo r a way so th a t
t hese pro fess io nals mus t apply w i t h t he PRC, wh i ch t hey are no t
do i ng t oday. They do no t even go t o t he Departmen t o f Labor

t o apply as workers i n t he coun t ry .

Sena t or P i men t e l. O f course, t hese are v i ola t i ons o f our

laws t ha t should be looked in t o also. Bu t s in ce we are cra ft i ng a

law t ha t w ill in e ff ec t open the fl oodga t es t o t hese so-called fo re i gn
pro fe ss i onals to come in t o t he coun try , I th in k we should be a l i tt le

b i t more t i gh t and s t ri c t on t h is aspec t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. I agree, Mr. Pres:den t. Would t he

Chamber cons id er, fo r example, on l in e 13, au t ho ri z i ng t he
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is suance of acerti fi ca t eo f regi s tra t io nand l ic ense? I f we were

t o in clude t hat anexam i na ti onbenecessary ,or i f , forexample,we

were t osay tha t t he penn i t shouldno t be formore th an twoor t hree

mon ths, how would th e gentl eman...

Sena t or Dril on. Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The Maj o ri ty Leader is

recogn ize d.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena t or D ri lon. W i th th e penn i ss io n o f th e sena t ors on t he

fl oor. S i nce th ere appears t o be an agreemen t on t he sub~ t~~e,

I move th a t we suspe~d t he sess i on fo r one m i nu t e t o enable t he

sena t ors t o come up w i th t he proposed amendmen t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t io n?

[Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he sess i on i s suspended fo r one

minut e.

lt was4:47p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 4:51 p.m., t he sess io n was resumed.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The sess ion is resumed.

Sena t or P i men t el. Mr. Pres id ent.

Sena t or Dril on. Mr. Pres id en t , Senat or P im en t el has a

proposed amendmen t on page 8.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Senat or Aqu i l i no Q.
P i men t el Jr. i s recogni zed.

Sena t or P im en t e l. Mr. Pres id en t , t he proposed amend­

ment is : TO AUTHOR2 ETHE COMMISSION TO COMPEL

THE REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF ALL FOREIGN

PROFESSIONALS WHO WILL EXERCISE THEIRPROFES­

SION IN THIS COUNTRY, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF

THOSE WHO ARE COVERED BY INTERNATIONAL

AGREEMENTS, subj ect t o sty le.

Sena t or D ri lon. Or ex is t in g laws.

Sena t or P i men t e l. We w ill amend t he ex i s t i ng laws.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres id en t, in add i t io n t o t hat ,
perhaps subj ec t t o s ty le, we w ill have t o in clude what would

govern renewals o f t he i r perm i t s or whe th er or no t t hey should

tak e t he exam i nat ion s befo re t he i r li censes orperm i t s are gran t ed.
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Sena t or P i men t e l. Subj ec t t o s ty le, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t orDri lon. Jus t forclar i ty ,what w il l t herulebebe fore

we can s ty le i t , Mr. Pres i den t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. THAT FOREIGN PROFESSION.

ALS COVEREDBYEXISTINGLAWGOVERNINGFOR­

EIGN BORROWINGS?

Sena t or Dr il on. May I reques t Sena t or P i men t el to res ta t e
t he proposed amendmen t , subj ec t t o s ty le, Mr. Pres ide n t ?

PIMENTEL-DRILON-GUINGONA AMENDMENT

Sena t or P i men t el. The proposed amendmen t i s: TO

AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSION TO ISSUE CERTIFI­

CATES OF REGISTRATION AND LICENSES TO FOREIGN

PROFESSIONALS WHO DESIRE TO PRACTICE 1I R

PROFESSION IN THIS COUNTRY WITH THE EXCEP­

TION OF THOSE WHO ARE COVERED BY INTERNA­

TIONAL AGREEMENTS.

Sena t or Dr il on. All ri ght.

Sena t or Cose t eng. So, Mr. Pres i den t , j us t fo r clari fic ati on,

does t hat mean we dele t e on page 8, l i ne 13 up t o l i ne 9 on page

9? Is t hat correc t ?

Sena t or P i men t e l. Yes, Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t he sponsor amenable?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The amendmen t i s accept ed,

Mr. Pres id en t.

Sena t or Gu in gona. Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The M in o ri ty Leader i s
recogn iz ed.

Se~a t o~ Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres i den t , may I j us t clari fy th at.
Yes t erday, t he explana t i on was th a t some med i cal m i ss i o~s may
come fo r.~ Ii m i t e~ pe ri od; _and i f t ~a t _happens, perhaps i t can be

an except i on t o th e amendmen t o f Sena t or P i~en t ~I as de te r·

m in ed by t he Pro fe ss io nal Regula t io n Comm i ss i on fo r a l i m i te d
pe ri od. These med i cal m i ss i ons...

Sena t or Dril on. …are maybe fo r human i t ari an reasons.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Dril on. The except i ons w ill b
e two: t hose who are
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covered by i n t erna t i onal agr eemen t s; and where t he prac t ic e i s
pursuan t t o a human i tar ia n m i ss i on.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. W ill Sena to r P i men t el

please res t ate t he amendmen t fo r t he record?

Sena t or Dr il on. For a human i t ari an m is s i on fo r a li m i t ed

per i od. May we res t a t e th e amendmen t subj ec t to s ty le?

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Where do we s t art ?

Sena t or Dr il on. We s t art w i th l i ne 13.

Sena t or Cose t eng. It is on page 8, Mr. Pres i den t.
The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Page 8, "au t hor iz e t he

i ssuance o f a ce rt i fic a t e o fr egis tra t io n AND LICENSE."

Sena t or Dr il on. In subs t ance, the amendmen t w ill be:

AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSION TO ISSUE ce rt i fi cates o f
regis tr a t io n AND LICENSE TO FOREIGN PROFESSIONALS

WHO DESIRE TO PRACTICE IN THE PHILIPPINES WITH

THE EXCEPTION OF THOSE WHO ARE COVERED BY

INTERNATIONALAGREEMENTS OR THOSE WHO PRAC­

TICE THEIR PROFESSION IN THE PHILIPPINES FOR A

LIMITED PERIOD OF TIME PURSUANT TO A HUMANI­

TARIAN MISSION. Tha t , i n subs t ance, is th e amendmen t ,
subj ec t t o s ty le, wh ic h w ill now dele te i n subs t i tu ti on t hereo f fr om

l i nes 15 s t art in g w i t h t he phrase''w i t hou t exam i na t i on" up to l in e

9 on page 9. Is t hat correc t ?

Sena t or P i men t e l. Tha t i s correc t , Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does th e sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. -It i s accept ed, M r. Pres id en t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempor/e. Is t here any obje c t io n?

[S il ence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or P i men t e l. Mr. Pres ide n t , j us t a ma tt er o f s ty le. I

have always been bo t hered by laws cra ft ed by our Congress

wh i ch con t in uously re fer t o us as t he "Ph i li ppi nes" oras "F il i pi nos."

There should be a way o f express i ng t ha t sen t i men t w i t hou t
re ferr in g t o ourselves i n t he t h ir d person as i f we are mak in g laws

fo r o t her people.

MANIFESTATION OF SENATOR PIMENTEL

(On t he Manner and S ty le o f Cra f t i n g
Sec t io ns o f t he B ill )

I was l i s t en i ng to t he deba te be tween Sena t ors Osme fi a III

and Magsaysay . They were bo t h re fe rri ng to t he "F i l i pi nos" as i f
t hey are no t F ili pi nos t hemselves. Perhaps i t i s t i me fo r us to
consc io usly cra ft laws i n a manner t ha t is d i gni fi ed and t hat i s
re fl ec t iv e o f our ob li ga t i on to enac t laws fo rourselves as a people.

We are no longer a colony o f t he Un i t ed S ta te s so th a t we have

t o re fer t o t he Ph i l i ppin es as i f we are try i ng to make sure th at we

are no t mak i ng laws fo r t he-Un i ted S ta t es o f Ame ri ca, Mr. Pres­

i den t.

The Pres id en t Pro Tempore. The Secre t ari a t i s d i ­
rec t ed t o ta ke t he remarks o f Sena to r P i men te l in t o cons i dera t io n

when t hey recra ft t h i s part i cular sec t i on and any o t her s im il ar

sec t i on.

Are t here amendments on page 9? [Sil ence] There are no

amendmen t s. Page 9A? Page 10.

Sena t or Dr il on. On page 9A, a ma tt er o f s ty le, Mr. Pres­

id en t.

In l i ne 31, dele t e t he phrase " t he members o f' 'and i n li ne 32,

a ft er t he word "Boards", i nse rt t he phrase AND ITS MEMBERS.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does t he sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accepte d, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec ti on?

[Sil ence] There be in g none, th e amendmen t is approved.

Sena t or San t i ago. Mr. Pres id en t , please.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Sen. M i ri am De fensor

San t i ago i s recogn i zed.

SANTIAGO AMENDMENTS

Sena t or San t i ago. On page 9A, a ft er l in e 32, add a new

paragraph to read as fo llows:

(N)IN CONSULTATION WITH THE PROFESSIONAL

REGULATORY BOARD CONCERNED, TO RECOMMEND

TO THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION (CHED),

OR TO ANY OTHER CONCERNED GOVERNMENT AU­

THORITY, THE CLOSURE OR THE SUSPENSION OF THE

PERMIT TO OPERATE OF SCHOOLS WHICH HA VE CON­

SISTENTLY MANIFESTED MISERABLE PERFORMANCE

IN LICENSURE EXAMINATIONS. THE COMMISSION

SHALL ALSO PUBLISH IN A NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL

CIRCULATION A LIST OF SUCH SCHOOLS.

Sena t or Cose t eng. I t i s accept ed, Mr. Pres id en t.
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The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t her~ any obj e; t i on?

[Si lenceJThere be i ng none, t he amendmen t 1s approved.

Page ~ 0? Page 1 OA?

Sena t or San t i ago. M r. Pres i den t , pleas~,-~? pa~_e 10, !~~:
5, t he proposal i s t odele t e t he phrase“ADOPTA“and t oreplace

i t w i t h t he phraseIMPLEMENTTHE,anda ft er t heword“PRO­

FESSIONALS”, t oadd t he phraseBYTHEYEAR2004.

Mybas i s i s t he prev i ous s t a t emen t o f Senat orCose t eng t ha t

t he PRC has already i ssued t he necessary gu i del i nes t o i mple­

men t t he fu ll compu t er i za t i on o fl i censure exam i n~ t 10n~ ~n ~~~­

pl i ancew i th th eprov i s i onso fEONo.2OOwh i chwas i ssued i nl994.

That i swhy,Ibel i evenow t hat undersubparagraph(o),weshould

~~-t use t h; t enn "TO ADOPT", but t he t enn TO IMPLEMENT.

Then a ft er t he word "PROFESSIONALS", add t he phrase BY

THE YEAR 2004.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. What does t he sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accept ed, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

[Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved. Are

th ere any o t her amendmen t s on page 1 O?

The Maj or i ty Leader i s recogni zed.

Sena t or Dril on. Mr. Pres i den t , l i nes 10 t o 20 on page 10

i s already prov i ded under Sec t i on 47, Book V, Sub t i t le A o f t he

Adm i n i s tr a t i ve Code o f 1987 wh i ch expressly prov i des t hat t he

C i v i l Serv i ce Comm i ss i on has appellat e j uri sd i c t i on over all

adm i n i s tr a t i ve d i sc i pl i nary cases i nvolv i ng t he i mpos i t i on o f t he

penal ty o f t he suspens i on o f more t han t h i rty (30) days or a fi ne

i n an amoun t exceed i ng 3 0 days'salary , demo t i on i n rank,

tr ans fe r, removal or d i sm i ssal fr om o f fi ce.

DRILON AMENDMENTS

A repe t i t i on o f t h i s prov i s i on, i n no t so prec i se language, may
cause con fu s i on. I move t hat we dele t e t here fo re l i nes 10 t o 20,

and i n l i eu t hereof s i mply s t at e:

p) TO INVESTIGATE AND DECIDE ADMINISTRA­

TIVE MATIERS INVOLYING OFFICERS AND EMPLOY­

EES UNDER THE JURSIDICTION OF THE COMMISSION.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. What does t he sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accept ed, Mr. Pres i den t.
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The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec ti on?

[Sil ence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s appro;ed.

On page I 0, are t here no more amendmen t s?

Sena t or Dril on. We have amendmen t s, as a matt er o f sty le.

In li ne 21, i ns t ead o f t he phrase "CONDUCT INVESTIGA-

TION", we dele t e t he same and subs t i tu t e t hat phrase w i t h t he

word INVESTIGATE.

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accept ed, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

[Sil enceJ There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Dr il on. To correc t t he ty pograph i cal error i n
MOTU PROPRIO by remov i ng le tt er "R" a ft er t he le tt er "P".

I am sorry . Is i t MOTU PROPIO?

Sena t or San t i ago. Mo t u propr i o t alaga i yan.

Sena t or Dril on. I w i t hdraw t he amendmen t , Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The amendmen t i s w i t h-

drawn. PROPRIO i s correc t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. P-R-0-P-R-I-O? It i s accept ed, Mr.

Pres i den t.

Sena t or Dr il on. We have w i t hdrawn t he amendmen t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The amendmen t has

been w i t hdrawn.

Is t here any amendmen t on page IO?

Sena t or Dr il on. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

In l i ne 22, i nse rt t he word VERIFIED be fo re. t he word

"CO l\1P LAil 4 5 6

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does t he sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accept ed, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

[Si lence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Dr il on. In t he same l i ne, a ft er t he word "COM-
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PLAINT", we place a comma(,) and dele t e t he phrase "BY AN

AGGRIEVED PARTY AGAINST".

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does t he sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accept ed, M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is the re any obj ec ti onZ

[S il ence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Dr il on. In li ne 23, ins ert the word ANY be fo re

th e word "members" and dele t e t he le tt er "S" a ft er t he word

“N7 8 ERS".

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does th e sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t en g. The amendmen t i s accept ed,

Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Dr il on. So i t w ill now read: TO INVESTIGATE

MOTU PROPRIO, OR UPON THE FILING OF A VERIFIED

COMPLAINT, ANY MEMBER OF THE PROFESSIONAL

REGULATORY BOARD, e t ce t era.

Sena t or Cose t eng. The amendmen t i s accepte d, Mr.

Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Temporc. It has been accepte d

already . Eve ry amendmen t was accepte d, so we do no t have to
accept t he whole paragr aph.

Sena t or Dr il on. All r i gh t. May we proceed.

The Pres id en t Pro Tcmporc. So wha t is i t , mo tu propio
or mo t u propr i o?

Sena t or Dr il on. We re ta in t he presen t te x t , mo tu propr i o,

M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempo re. On page I Oa, no amend­

men t s? On page 11, no amendmen t s? [Sil ence] There is no

amendmen t.

Sena t or San t i ago. Mr. Pres ide n t , on page 11, my pro­

posed amendmen t w i ll re fe r to l in e 25. So I w ill wa i t whe t her t here

is any o f our colleagues who has an an t eceden t amendmen t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The M i nor i ty Leader is

recogn i zed.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. It i s no t a d i rec t amendmen t ye t ,
Mr. Pres id en t. I j us t would li ke t o be en li gh te ned on t he power

to hold in con t empt. Th i s i s an adm i n is tr at i ve body, i t is an

adm in is tr a t iv e in ves t i ga t i on, and I wonder i f t he lawyers o f th e

Pro fe ss i onal Regula to ry Board have ve ri fie d whe t her t h i s es­

sen t i ally j ud ic i al fu nc t i on can be ves te d i n a regula t ory body.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres id en t , t he PRC also inv es t i ­
ga te s and hears cases aga in s t e rri ng pro fe ss io nals. In the even t
th at th e subj ec t or th e person i nv i t ed or subpoenaed by th e

Comm i ss i on does no t respond, th en t he person can be held in
con t empt.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Wha t would be th e penalty fo r a

person who i s i n i nd i rec t con te mpt ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. A t th e momen t , th e prac ti ce i s th a t th e

board member heari ng t he case has th e d i scre t i on as to what
penal t i es would be me ted out.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres i den t , we have to b e more

spec i fi c. We are legi sla t i ng. If th e d i scre t i on is s o vague and

general, i t could be ques ti oned.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is th e M i no ri ty Leader

o ff er in g an amendmen t ?

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Ra t her th an have a broad d i scre t i on,

I t h ink we should dele te i t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres i den t , th e prac t i ce i s t ha t
t hose who are held in d ir ec t con te mpt are sen t to j a il fo r a li m i t ed

pe ri od or are fi ned as prov i ded i n Rule 71 o f t he Rules o f Cou rt .

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The Cha i r would li ke to
i nqu i re whe t her t here is an appeal t o th is con te mpt.

Sena t or San t i ago. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Sen. M i ri am De fe nsor

San t i ago i s recogn iz ed.

Sena t or San t i ago. M r. Pres ide n t , may I volun t eer t ha t
d i rec t con te mpt is pun ishab le by 60 days i mpri sonmen t and

i nd ir ec t con t empt by 90 days i mpr i sonmen t. In order t o save t he

prov i s ion , we could i nsert t he phrase, THAT THE PENALTY

TO BE APPLIED BY THE COMMISSION SHALL BE AS

PROVIDED BYTHER ULES OF COURT, RULE 71, wh ich is
already c i t ed i n t he b ill as dra ft ed.

So i f t he Comm is s io n w i ll have t he same power as a cou rt o f
j us t i ce, t o c i t e any person fo r con te mpt , t hen i t s penal ty should be

39



Ind i v i dual Amendmen t s re S. No. 1271 RECORD OF THE SENATE

c i rcumscr i bed by t he li m i t a t i ons on t he power t o penal i ze con­

t empt o f cou rt under t he Rules of Court .

Bu t do we really wan t t o gi ve t he Comm i ss i on t he power t o

send a person t o j a i l fo r 60 or 90 days? In order t o save t he

prov i s i on, we could gi ve i t a lesser power o f penal ty —maybe t o

i mpr i son t he person fo r a couple o f hours l i ke wha t we do i n t he

Sena t e. [Laugh t erJ

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. W i t h t he penn i ss i on o f t he

lad i es on t he fl oor, t he sess i on i s suspended fo r a fe w m i nu t es, i f

t here i s no obj ec t i on. [There was none.}

! t was 5: JOp.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 5: 12p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The sess i on i s resumed.

The Maj or i ty Leader i s recogn i zed.

DRILON AMENDMENT

Vo/. II, No. 3J3
ACTIVITIESOFTHECOMMISSIONDUR : GTHE y
FOR SUBMISSION TO THE CONGRESS AFTER; 9
OF ITS CALENDAR YEAR AND MAKE APPHECLosE

RECOMMENDATIONS ONISSUESAND/OR ROPRIATE

AFFECTING THE COMMISSION, THE PRO::OBLEMs

REGULATORY BOARD, AND THE VARIOUS - ;
SIONS UNDER ITS JURJSDICTION.

Sena t or Cose t en g.
M r. Pres i den t.

The amendmen t 1s accept ed,

The ~res i_den_t Pro T~mpor_e~- _ I~ i s approved w i t h t he

unders t and i ng t ha t t ha t amendmen t , i fi t i s le tt er"U)", belongs a ft ~;
li ne 29 on page 11 a. I unders t and t ha t t ha t i s t he las t amen-dmen~

o f t ha t pa rt i cular sec t i on.

Sena t or San t i ago. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec ti on?

[Sil ence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Are t here amendmen t s on page 11 A, page I 2?

Sena t or Dr il on. From page I IA t o page 12, Mr. Pres i den t ,

part i cularly Sec t i on 7 s t a rt i ng on l i ne 30 up t o l i ne 20 o f page 12,

t h i s i s an enumera t i on o f t he o f fi ces i n t he Comm i ss i on.

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , w i t h t he perm i ss i on o f our

colleagues on t he fl oor, upon consul t a t i on, l i nes 10 t o 14 on page

11 w i ll be amended so t ha t it w ill read as fo llows: AN ERRING

PARTY OR PERSON CAN BE HELD IN CONTEMPT ONLY

UPON APPLICATION WITH A COURT OF COMPETENT

JURISDICTION.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does t he sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accept ed, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

[Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Are t here any o t her amendmen t s?

Sena t or San t i ago. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The sena t or fr om Ilo i lo

i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or San t i ago. Mr. Pres i den t , on page 11, l i ne 25, le tt er

"U)". The proposal i s t o i nse rt a new prov i s i on t o read as fo llows:

U) TO PREPARE AN ANNUAL REPORT OF ACCOM­

PLISHMENTS ON THE PROGRAMS, PROJECTS AND

We bel i eve t ha t t h i s i s no t necessary because t h i s w iil be

prov i ded under t he s t a f fi ng pa tt erns approved by t he Depart ­

men t o f Budge t and Managemen t. As i n o t her agenc i es o f

governmen t , t he s t a f fi ng pa tt ern i s subm i tt ed t o t he DBM and th e

DBM approves t he same. I do no t bel i eve t ha t we should

enumera t e all o f t hese o f fi ces as we have don~ here- t he Secre­

t ary o f t he Comm i ss i on, t he Secre t ary of t he Board, t he D i rec t or

fo r Legal A ff a i rs, t he D i rec t or fo r L i censure, e t ce t era. I bel i eve

t ha t t h i s should be dele t ed and leave t he ma tt er o f t he s t a ffi ng

pa tt ern t o t he Departmen t o f Budge t and Managemen t as i s be i ng

done by t he res t o f t he bureaucracy .

DRILON AMENDMENTS

Mr. Pres i den t , on page 11 A, we move t o dele t e l i nes 30 down

t o 31 on page 11 A and on page 12, l i nes 1 t o 20.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does t he sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres i den t , wha t would t he ~r~~~

nen t o f t he amendmen t ;ay on t he a~~h;r i tr t o adm i n i s t er oa t h? Do

we i nclude t ha t or w ill t ha t be dele t ed?

Sena t or Dr il on. I t h i nk t he au t hor i ty t o adm i n i s t er oa t hs or
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th e o ffi cers au t hor i zed t o adm in is t er oa t hs are also fo und in t he

Rev is ed Adm i n is tr a t iv e Code. We really do no t have t o make

ano t her prov is io n here.

Sena t or Cose t eng. I th in k th e PRC has a problem con­

cem i ng t h i s because t hey have t housands o f appli can ts t o whom

t hey adm i n i s te r t hese oa t hs.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec t io n?

[Sil ence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t s are approved.

Page 12A, page 13, page 14…

Sena t or San t i ago. Mr. Pres i den t , please.

The Pres id en t Pro Tempore. Sena t or San t i ago i s
Sena t or Dr il on. We can re t a in t he adm i n is tr a t ion o f t he recogn i zed.

oat h i f th a t poses a problem, Mr. Pres id en t. Subj ec t to s ty le, we can

allow th eadm in i s tr a t io no f t heoa t hbyanyo ffi cero f t heComm i s- Sena t or San t i ago. On page 14, li ne 22.

s io n wh ic h t he sponsor may w i sh t o au t hor iz e. Maybe, we can

empower t he Comm is s io n t o des i gna t e t he o ffi cer who w ill be The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Yes, please proceed.

au t hor iz ed t o adm in i s t er th e oa th .

Sena t or Enril e. Mr. Pres i den t.
The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Th is w ill be a new sec t i on.

Sena t or Cose t en g . The amendmen t i s accept ed,

Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres id en t Pro Tempore. The powers o f t he

Comm i ss io n.

Sena t or Dr il on. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. The Cha ir would l ik e to
observe t ha tt he amendmen t o f t he Maj o ri ty Leader belongs t o th e

enumera t io n o f th e powers o f th e Comm i ss i on.

Sena t or Dr il on. Subj ec t to s ty le and appropri ate place­

men t , our amendmen t w ill be tha t t he Comm is s io n shall have t he

power t o au t hori ze any o f fi cer o f t he comm is s i on to adm in i s t er

oa t hs.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. There are, i n e ff ec t , t wo

amendmen t s here. The Cha i r unders t ands t ha t t here i s an amend­

men t to dele t e li nes 30 on page l lA up to l in e 20 on page 12.

Sena t or Dr il on. Yes, Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Then, the re is go i ng to be

a new prov i s i on i n tha t part o f th e b ill wh i ch has an enwnera t i on

o f t he powers o f t he Comm i ss io n i n accordance w i th th e amend­

men t o f th e Maj or i ty Leader.

Sena t or Dril on. Tha t is correc t , Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Wha t does t he sponsor

say?

Sena t or Cose t en g. The amendmen ts are accepte d,

Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. An te ri or amendmen t by
Sena t or En ri le.

ENRILE AMENDMENT

Sena t or Enr il e. Mr. Pres i den t , I j us t wan t to clari fy
paragraph (b), li ne 16 o f page 13. Why are we us i ng th e

coord i na t e conj unc t iv e "OR" i ns t ead o f "and"?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Is t ha t a ft er t he word "HEAR"?

Sena t or Enr il e. Li ne 16.

Sena t or Cose t en g. "To HEAR AND in ves t i ga t e",

M r. Pres id en t ?

Sena t or Enr il e. Is the re a hear in g w i th ou t in ves t i gat in g or

i s t here an in ves t i ga t i on w i t hou t a heari ng?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Jus t to replace th e word "OR" w i th t he

word AND.

Sena t or Enr il e. I am ask in g, Mr. Pres i den t. When t he

Comm is s io n or any o fi t s Board hears, i t w ill inv es ti gat e. And when

i t in ves t i ga t es, i t hears.

Sena t or Cose t en g. So, do we j us t pu t " in ves t i ga t e" or...

Sena t or Enr il e. HEAR AND i nves t i ga t e.

Sena t or Cose t eng. I t is accept ed, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ec ti on?

[S il ence} There be in g none, t he amendmen t is approved.

There are no amendmen t s on l i ne 13. Le t us go t o page 14.
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Sena t or San t ia go. On page 14, Mr. Pres i den t , please.

Vo/. IJ , No. 3/3
Sena t or Gu i ~gona. How many exam i nees, and~

many t im es a year?Orhow

RECORD OF THE SENATE

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore.

recogn i zed.

Sena t or San t ia go i s
Sena t or Cose t eng. There are 125,000 t eachers who

t he las t exam i na t i ons, M r. Pres id en t.
t ook

SANTIAGO AMENDMENT

Sena t or San t ia go. On page 14, li ne 22, I propose t ha t w_e

dele te t he word "rev iew", and replace i t w i t h t he words FINAL

APPROVAL.

To proceed, dele t e t he word "approve" and replace i t w i t h

t he word RECOMMEND.

Thus, Sec ti on 8, le tt er (e) would read as fo llows:

"e) Subj ec t t o FINAL APPROVAL by t he Comm is s ion , t o
RECOMMEND regis tr at i on w i t hou t exam in at io n and t he is su­

ance o f correspond i ng cert i fi cat e of regi s tr a t ion ."

Sena t or Cose t eng. It is accept ed, Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obj ect i on?

[Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he amendment i s approved.

We are on page 15, Sec t ion 9.

Sena t or Dr ilon . The approval o f t h i s Sec t i on 9 was

de ferred. I t here fo re move t hat we approve t h is a mendmen t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres id ent.

Sena t or Dr il on. The M i nor i ty Leader w i shes t o be recog­
n i zed, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Senat or Gu i ngona is
recogn i zed.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres i den t , may we ju s t ask t he

d is t in gu i shed sponsor: Are t he compensat ion , allowances and

bene fi t s under t he Salary S ta ndard i zat ion Law?

May we know what are t he allowances and bene fi t s t ha t are

re fe rred t o here? Do t he exam i nees pay regular f ees fo r

exam in ati ons? Is t hat collec t ed, and is t he exam in er en t i tl ed t o a

ce rt a i n percent age?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The exam i nati on fee i s P600 and t ha t
amoun t goes t o t he general fu nd o f t he Nat io nal Treasury .

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So, t here is no fu rt her allowance?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The exam in er is pa id P8 l per

exammee.
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We have a schedule here r i ght noN. For l to l,000 cand i .

da t es, i t i sP8l percand id at ebu t no t less t hanP55,000 perannum

orno t more t hanP81,000; 1,OOl up t o2,000cand i da t es, th ece i l i ng
i s P94,400 perannum; 2,00l t o 3,000 cand ida t es, Pl04,4OO per

annum;3,001 t o4,000,Pl 14 ,4 00 perannum;4,001 to5,000,PI24,40()
per annum; 5,001 t o 6,000, P 134,400 per annum.

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres id en t , I t h in k t he M i no ri ty Leader

is sat is fi ed w i t h t he answer. May we now move fo r t he approval

ofl i nes 24 t o 3 3 on page 15.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is t here any obje c t i on?

[Si lence] There be in g none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Dr il on. We are on page 16, Mr. Pres ide n t.

Sena t or Enril e. Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Senat or Enri le i s recog­

n i zed.

Sena t or Enr il e. Mr. Pres id en t , I would l ik e t o be en li ght ­

ened on t he phrase "AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS OF THE

COMMISSIONONHIGHEREDUCATION"wh ich i s fo undon

page 16, l in es 8 and 9.

W ill t h is i nclude t he requ i rement fo r sem i nars and o t her

add i ti onal educa t i onal a t t endance i n sem i nars or o ther academ i c

work?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, Mr. Pres i den t. The requ i remen t s

re fe rred t o are mas t eral degrees, because t h i s sec t i on re fe rs

t o persons t o t each subj ec t s fo r I ic ensure exam i na t i on on all

pro fe ss i ons. It i s no t t he con t i nu i ng pro fe ss i onal educa t i on

wh ic h, I t h i nk, t he proponen t i s re fe rrin g t o.

Sena t or Enr il e. Inc i dent ally , was t he prov i s ion wh i ch

gave au t hor i ty t o t he Comm i ss ion t o requ i re sem i nars t aken ou t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. It was dele ted, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Enr il e. Thank you. Is t here any o t her an t e ri or

amendmen t ? I would li ke to go t o l i nes 23 t o 27d. How much i s

t h i s i ncome go i ng t o be?

Sena t or Cose t en g. The proj ec t i on, Mr. Pres i den t , i s

P204 m ill ion .
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Sena t or En r il e. Is t ha t t he level now, or i s t ha t t he proj ec t ed

level nex t year?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t was th e level o f 1998.

Sena t or Enr il e. So, wha t i s t he level th is year? Wha t is th e

incr emen t al amoun t per year?

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres id en t , I move t ha t we suspend

t he sess io n fo r one m in u t e.

The Pres i den t Pro Tempore. Is the re any obj ec t io n?

[Sil ence] There be in g none, t he sess io n i s suspended fo r one

m in u t e.

/ t was 5:27p.m.

A t 5:29 p.m., t he Pres i den t Pro Tempore reli nqu i shed t he

Cha i r t o Sen. Juan M Flavi er.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 5:30p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on i s

resumed.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav ier ]. Sena t or Cose te ng
is recogn i zed.

Sena t or Cose t eng. M r. Pres i den t , i n answer t o t he ques­

t i on o f t he gen t leman abou t in come, th e proj ec t io n i n 1999 is P223

m i ll io n and t he proj ec t i on in t he year 2000 i s P246, 160,000.

Sena t or Enr il e. Th is prov i s io n reads: "THE COMMIS­

SION IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO USE FIFTY PER

CENTUM (50%) OF ITS INCOME FROM ALL SOURCES

EXCEPT COLLECTIONS OF OATH-TAK< GFEESFROM

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINEES WHICH SHALL BE USED BY

THE CONCERNED REGULATORY BOARDS IN CONNEC­

TION WITH THE HOLDING OF THEIR MASS OATH­

TAKING CEREMONY, SUB JECT TO THE USUAL AC­

COUNTING AND AUDITINq REGULATIONS, FOR THE

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES OF THE COMMISSION IN­

CLUDING ITS REGIONAL OFFICES, COMPENSATION OF

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, SALARIES, ALLOWANCES,

HONORARIA, OVERTIME AND OTHER BENEFITS OF

OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES."

Is i t t he i n ten t i on th a t t h i s 50% w i ll be u t i l iz ed by
t he Comm i ss io n t o augmen t t he salar ie s o f i t s o ffi c ia ls and

employees?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The salar ie s o f t he members o f t he 42

boards and t he i ncrease i n wa t chers' fe es and i ncreases in th e

salari es genera t ed by t h i s b ill would amoun t to more t han P50

m ill ion , Mr. Pres id en t.

Sena t or Enr il e. Wh ic h one, Mr. Pres i den t ? Th is 50%?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, M r. Pres id en t. The inc reases in
t he sala ri es o f th e members o f th e d i ff eren t boards.

Sena t or Enr il e. Bu t t hat is no t subj ec t to an y li m i t a ti on o t her

t han t he d i scre t ion o f the Comm is s i on, because t here is no

li m i t a t ion what soever.

Mr. Pres i den t , I t h in k t h is proposed amendmen t i s qu i t e
unusual as a preceden t wh i ch m i ght be repeate d many, many
t im es over by the en t ir e bureaucracy . I fi nd i t a l i ttl e un fa ir to t he

res t o f t he governmen t bureaucracy th a t a spec ia l segmen t o f t he

governmen t i s gr an t ed t h is spec ia l pr iv il ege. I t h i nk we should

tr ea t everybody i n th e bureaucracy equally.

ENRILE AMENDMENT

So, I am cons tr a in ed to move and propose t ha t t h i s en t i re

Sec t i on 12 be dele t ed.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres id en t , a t t he momen t , o t her

governmen t agenc ie s l i ke th e CHED, th e BIR, th e Ph ili ppin e

Po rt s Au t ho ri ty and o t hers have th e same pri v il ege. Bu t t he

comm i tt ee i s amenable to t he proposa l.

Sena t or Enr il e. I move t ha t we dele t e Sec t i on 12,

M r. Pres id en t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav ie r]. There is a mo t i on

to d ele t e Sec t io n l 2 on page 16, fr om l i nes 23 to page 16A, l i ne 31.

Sena t o~Dr il on. And up to page 17, li ne 15, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Enr il e. Page 17, fr om l in es 1 t o 15.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. And page 17, fr om

l i nes l t o 15. The Cha ir is assum in g t ha t t ha t was accept ed by t he

sponsor.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Up t o l i ne 15, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Dr il on. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.
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Sena t or Cose t eng. It i s accept ed, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]_. Is t h.ere ~~~

obj ect i on? [Si lenceJ There be i ng none, t he amendmen t lS

approved.

We are now on page 17. Is t here any amendme~ t ?j Si : enceJ
Page 18? [Sil ence] Page 18A? [Sil ence] Page 19, t he fi nal page.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Sena t or Cose t eng
i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 19, Sec t i on 17, l i ne 8,

between t he numbers "546," and t he word "PRESIDENTIAL",

i nsert t he fo llow i ng: SECTIONS 7, 8, 9 AND 10 OF. The rev i sed

and amended sec t i on w ill t hus read:

SEC. 17. REPEALING CLAUSE. - The prov i s i ons o f
Republ i c Ac t No. 546, SECTIONS 7, 8, 9 AND 10 OF PRESIDEN­

TIAL DECREE NO. 223, AS AMENDED

Vol. JI, No. 3/

==Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. _Pres i den~ ~- unders t and t ha t our

s i t ua t i on i s fo r i nd i v i dual amendmen t s t o fo llow.

Sena t or Dr i_lon. Mr. Pres i d~n t , we ~av: been propos i ng
i nd i v i dual amendmen t s on a page by page bas i s.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t , amendmen t s t o
t he amendmen t s. Because Senat or Barbers man i fe s t ed earl i er

t ha t he would l i ke t o propose some personal amendmen t s.

Sena t or Dril on. Mr. Pres i den t , I move t hat we suspend

t he sess i on fo r one m i nu t e.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on i s
suspended fo r one m i nu t e, i f t here i s no obj ec t i on. [T'h ere was

none.]

/ t was 5:38p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION
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The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he amendment i s

approved.

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , as t here are no more

amendmen t s, I move t ha t t he per i od o f amendmen t s be closed.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres i den t , I move t hat we suspend

t he sess i on fo r one m i nu t e.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on i s
suspended fo r one m i nu t e, i f t here i s no obj ec t i on. [T 'h ere was

none.}

/ t was 5:37p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 5:39p.m., t he sess io n was resumed.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er].

resumed.

The sess i on i s

The Maj or i ty Leader i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , we have d i scussed t h i s
i ssue w i t h t he M i nori ty Leader. Indeed, we have proposed

i nd i v i dual amendmen t s on a page by page bas i s and we w ill close

t he per i od o f amendmen t s w i t h t he unders t and i ng t ha t i n accor­

dance w i t h t he Rules, Sena t or Barbers may move t o reopen and

recons i der a t t omorrow's sess i on t he closure o f t he per i od o f
amendment s. Tha t i s i n accordance w i t h t he Rules.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. W i t h t ha t under­

s t and i ng, i t i s so no t ed.

Sena t or Dr il on. We t here fo re move t o close t he per i od

o fi nd i v i dual amendmen t s.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er].
Leader i s recogn i zed.
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Sena t or Cose t eng. M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Senat or Coset eng
i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Cose t eng. M r. Pres i den t , i n v i ew o f t he fa c t
t ha t t _he whole Sec t i on 12 was dele t ed, t he number i ng would
now be changed.

A t 5:38p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on 1s

resumed.



Tuesday, Oc t ober 5, 1999 RECORD OF THE SENATE St a t emen t of Sen. Oret a

Sena t or Dr il on. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. So, Sec t i on 13 becomes Sec t ion 12

down t he l in e.

DRILON AMENDMENT

Sena t or Dr il on. Omn ib us amendmen t , Mr. Pres i den t.
I propose th a t t he numbers and le t te rs be adj us t ed accord i ngly
in order tha t t he appropri a t e amendmen t s w ill be properly
re fl ec te d.

Sena t or Cose t eng. M r. Pres id en t , j us t fo r t he record.

S i nce i t was also the recommenda t i on o f Sena t or Enr il e—and he

was no t here yes t erday when t h is was be in g d is cussed—I would

j us t li ke to read t he amendmen t s in Sec t i on 17 under Repeal in g
Clause wh i ch concerns the manda to ry requ ir emen t fo r th e

Con t inu in g Pro fess i onal Educa t io n as a prerequ i s i t e to th e

renewal o f pro fe ss io nal li cense.

The part icu lar sec t io n on page 19, li nes 7 to 14, reads as

fo llows:

SEC. 17. > 'PEALING CLAUSE. - The prov i s i ons o f
Republ i c Ac t No. 546, PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 223,

AS AMENDED, NO. 4, ARTICLE 16 OF REPUBLIC

ACT NO. 7722, REPUBLIC ACT NO. 5181 AND EXECUTIVE

ORDER NO. 266, SERIES OF 1995, are hereby repealed,

AND ALL OTHER LAWS AND DECREES INCONSIST­

ENT WITH THIS ACT ARE LIKEWISE REPEALED

ACCORDINGLY.

I t is E xecu t iv e Order No. 266 th a t concerns th e manda t ory
requ i remen t o f t he CPE, Mr. Pres ide n t.

The Pres id in g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav ie r]. Bu t ear li er,

th ere was also an in se rt i on o f Sec t i ons 7, 8, 9, and 10. Tha t

remams.

Sena t or Dr il on. Yes, t ha t rema ins , Mr. Pres i dent . We j us t
no te t he man i fe s ta t i on o f the sponsor.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav ier ]. The man i fe s t a t i on

i s no te d. So, shall we ac t on the omn i bus amendmen t ?

Sena t or Dr ilo n. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t. There i s an omn ib us

amendmen t t o adj us t t he numbers and le tt ers.

The Pres i d i n g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is th ere any
obj ec t i on? [Sil ence] There be in g none, t he omn ib us amendmen t

i s approved.

APPROVAL OF S. NO. 1271 ON SECOND READING

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres id en t , I move th a t we vo t e on

Second Read in g on Sena t e B ill No. 1271, as amended.

The Pres id i n g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav ie r]. Is th ere any
obje c t i on? [Sile nce} There be in g none, we shall now vo t e on

Second Read in g on Sena te B ill No. 1271, as amended.

As many as are in fa vor o f th e b ill , say aye.

Several Members. Aye.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav ie r]. As many as are

aga i ns t t he b ill , say nay. [Si lence]

Sena t e B i ll No. 1271, as amended, is approved on Second

Read in g.

Sena t or Dr il on. We re i t era te t ha t t he approval o f t h i s
b ill on Second Read in g i s subj ec t to o ur Rules wh i ch allows

mo t i ons fo r recons i dera t io n t o be fi led. In t h is part i cular case,

Sena t or Barbers may move to recons id er t he closure o f th e

per i od o f amendmen t s to morrow. W i t h th at unders t and i ng,
Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. I t i s no t ed.

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , my colleagues re fu se t o
work i n v i ew o f th e fa c t th a t t here is a b i cameral con fe rence

comm i ttee t on i gh t. [Laugh t erJ

The Pres i d in g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. There 1s a

b ic ameral con ference comm i tte e a t s ix o 'clock.

Sena to r Aqu i no-Ore t a. Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Dr il on. Be fo re we adj ourn, may I ask t he Cha ir
t o recogni ze Sen. Teresa Aqu i no-Ore t a.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav ie r]. Sena t or Oreta is
recogn i zed.

MOTION OF SENATOR ORETA

(To En t er in t o t he Record Her S t a t emen t On t he

Occas i on o f Worldw i de Teachers'Day)

Sena t or Aqu i no-Ore t a. Mr. Pres id en t , in v ie w o f t he fa c t
t ha t Oc t ober 5 is declared Worldw id e Teachers'Day by t he

UNESCO, may I j us t en t er in t o t he Record our s t a t emen t fo r our

t eachers so t ha t t he 450,000 teac hers we have in t h is coun t ry w ill
f eel t ha t t he Sena t e cares fo r t hem.
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