
RECORD OF THE SENATE

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1999

RESUMPTION OF THE SESSION

A t 10:34 a.m., t he sessi on was resumed wi t h t he Senat e
Pres i den t , Hon. Blas F. Opi e, pres i di ng.

The Pres i den t. The sess i on i s resumed.

Sena t or Dril on. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i den t. The Maj ori ty Leader i s recogn i zed.

BILL ON SECOND READING

S. No. 153--Re t a il Trade L i bera li za t i on Ac t of 1998

(Conti nuat i on)

Sena t or Dril on. Mr. Pres i den t , I move t hat we resume

cons i dera t i on o f Sena t e B i ll No. 153 as report ed ou t under

Comm i tt ee Report No. 41.

The Pres i den t. Is t here any obj ec t i on? [Sil ence] There

be i ng none, resumpt i on o f cons i derat i on of Senat e B i ll No. 153

i s now i n orde r.

Sena t or Dril on. Mr. Pres i dent , we are s t ill i n t he peri od o f
i n t erpella t i ons. May I ask t he Cha i r t o recogn i ze t he pri nc i pal

sponsor, Sen. Sergi o Osme fi a III.

The Pres i den t. Sen. Sergi o Osmefi a III i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Dril on. To con t i nue h i s i n t erpella t i on, may I ask

t ha t Sen. Teo fi s to T. Gu i ngona Jr. be l i kew i se recogn i zed.

The Pres i den t . Sen. Teo fi s t o T. Gu i ngona Jr . 1s

recogn i zed.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Thank you, Mr. Pres i den t.

W i ll t he d i s t i ngu i shed sponsor please con t i nue t o answer

some ques t i ons?

Sena t or S. Osme ii a Ill. W i t h pleasure, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres i den t , may we know fr om t he

d i s t i ngu i shed sponsor: Who largely de term i nes t he pri ce o f a

commod i ty or produc t ? Is i t t he manu fa ctu rer or the re t a il er?

Sena t or S. Osme ii a Ill. Mr. Pres i den t , tha t i s a very broad

ques t i on.

The manu fac t urer i s t he fi rs t de t erm i nan t , t hen t he

~~olesaler, t he d i s tri but or, t he re t a i ler, and las t ly, the consumer.

~t i s.a compli ca_t ed area where i n t he consumer, f~r example, hllS

t o d_e t enn i ne t he elas t i c i ty o f h i s demand fo r that p; rt i ~ular
produc t.

If i t i s, fo r example, ri ce, Mr. Pres i den t , and th e consumer i s
use~ t ~ ~a! i ng t h_ree cups o fr i ce a day, he would be w i ll i ng t o pay
much h i gher pri ces du ri ng peri ods o f shorta ges t han h;w~uld
normally do.

On t he o t herhand, t he pri ce o f ri ce duri ngharvest t i me i s also

a func t i on o f supply and demand at t hat spec i fi c po i n t i n t he year,

Mr. Pres i den t. Duri ng t hose two or t hree peri ods of t he-year

when fa rmers harves t t he i r palay almos t at t he same t i me, we will
see t ha t t he pri ces drop at the fa rmga te fo r several reasons:

I. The fa rmer has t o pay h i s deb t t o t he tra der, t o t he fi ve

s i xer, t o t he bank, or t o whomsoever he borrowed money fr om

because he will con t i nue t o pay i n t eres t i f he would no t d i spose

of h i s harves t.

2. There i s also t he danger t hat he w i ll be s tucked wi th a palay
supply t hat may spo il because he does no t have su ffi ci en t dry i ng
fa c i l i t i es t o s t ore t he palay a t a m i n i mum mo i s tur e con t en t so tha t
h i s palay w i ll keep fo r a normal peri od o fabou t s i x t o n i ne months.

So t here are t oo many fa c t ors. Bu t a t every s t ep of t he way,
Mr. Pres i den t , t he pr i ces are es tabl i shed and de tenn i ned by bo t h
t he buyer and the seller.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I t hank t he gen t leman fo r t hat.

Le t us go t o more spec i fi c i tems wh i ch are, more or less, bas i c
or more needed by t he consumers.

In t he case o f pe tr oleum produc ts , fo r example, would i t be

sa fe t o say that i t i s t he producers, th e processors, t he manu fac

tu rers, and t he b i g o i l compan i es who de t e ! n i ne the pri ce o f o i l
produc t s and no t t he d i s tri bu t ors or re t a i lers?

Sena t or S. Osme" III. Mr. Pres i den t , le t us take i t s t ep
by s t ep.

F i rs t i s t he produce r. There are very few producers o f o i l
i n t h i s world. The maj o ri ty o fo uro i l supply comes fr om the M i ddle

Eas t. Ameri ca has also a subs tan t i al produc~ i on o f o i l bu t i t i s no t
even su ffi c i en t fo r i t s own consumpti on t ha t Amer i ca i mport s

abou t 30% ofi t s o i l needs. There i s also a large fi eld i n th e No rt h

Sea o f Europe. We also have smaller o i l produc t i on fr om coun

t ri es l i ke Venezuela. Mex i co i s a small producer, and also Brnne i ,
Indones i a, Tha i land. These coun tri es de t erm i ne wha t t he i r well

head pri ces w i ll be. S i nce t he early'70s, t hey have banded
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Sena t or S. Osme ii a III. I agree, Mr. Pres i den t. we w ill
welcome t hat amendmen t.

Sena t or Enril e. The last t h i ng I would li ke t o fi nd ou t ,
Mr. Pres i den t , i s, why d i d we remove t he prov i s i on wh i ch

would encourage fore i gnent erp ri ses t o off er a m i n i mum o f 30%

of t he i r equ i ty should t hey become success fu l i n t he i r operati on

i n t he Ph i li ppi nes?

Sena t or S. Osme ii a III. Tha t was ori gi nally my i dea,

but t he i npu t s I go t fr om t he DTI was, "Walang kuwent a naman

iyan sa mga re t a i lers." As a matt er o f fac t , i f t hey go i n t o
part nersh i p, for example, w i t h F i l i pi nos, t h i s b ill does no t proh i b i t
part nersh i ps w i t h F i l i pi nos. I t j ust says t hat i f a fo re i gn re t a i ler

want ed t o own I 00 percen t , t h i s b i ll w ill allow h i m t o own

I 00 percen t. Bu t i n many coun t r i es, abou t 30 percen t t o 40

percen t o f fore i gn re t a i lers have opt ed t o go i n t o part nersh i p
w i t h the locals.

Sena t or Enr il e. Why do we no t allow t hem t o o ff er a

po rt i on o f t he i r equ i t y t o the publ i c i f t hey wan t to?

Sena t or S. Osme ii a III. There i s no proh i b i t i on for t hem

off er i ng, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Enril e. So there i s no proh i b i t i on.

Sena t or S. Osme ii a II I. No, Mr. Pres i den t. In an earl i er

vers i on o f t he b i ll, i t was a requ i remen t t hat t hey o ff er equ i ty .
Tha t t hey go publ i c.

Sena t or Enril e. I t was a mandat ory command.

Sena t or S. Osme ii a Il l. A f t er "x" number o f years, t hey
would have t o go publ i c. I s t i ll t h i nk i t m i gh t be a good i dea,

Mr. Pres i den t , t o make i t manda t ory fo r them t o o ff er some shares

t o t he publ i c. If we allow t hem l 00 percen t , t hen maybe i n
seven years, t hey should o ff er maybe 20 percen t o f the i r
st ock t hrough an IPO.

Sena t or Enr il e. Maybe, t o gi ve t hem enough t i me t o
enj oy the bene fi t o f t he i r r i sk- t ak i ng, we gi ve t hem IO years.

A ft er 10 years, t hey should a t leas t unload 30 percen t.

Sena t or S. Osme" III. I agree, M r. Pres i den t , no

problem.

Sena t or Enril e. Thank you very much, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or S. Osme ii a II I. Thank you very much, M r. Pres

i den t. May I ask fo r a one-m i nu t e suspens i on o f t he sess i on.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena t or Dril on. I move t hat we suspend t he sess i on for

one m i nu t e, Mr. Pres i dent.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on i s
suspended for l i qu i d i ty problems o f Sen. Sergi o R. Osmefi a III,

i f t here i s no obj ec t i on. [There was none.]

!t was 4: 11p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 4:21 p.m., the sess i on was resumed.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on i s
resumed.

Sena t or Dril on. M r. Pres i den t , there are s t i ll one or

two o f our colleagues who would w i sh t o t ake the fl oor dur i ng
the per i od o f i n t e rpella t i ons on t he b i ll t ha t we are now

cons i der i ng.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 153

Cons i deri ng t hat our colleagues are not avai lable r i gh t now

or are no t ye t ready, I t here fore move that we suspend cons i d

erat i on o f Senat e B i ll No. 153 under Comm i tt ee Repo rt No. 41.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Si lence] There be i ng none, t he mo t i on i s approved.

BILL ON SECOND READING

S. No. 1271--Pro f ess i onal Regula t i on

Comm i ss i on Ac t
(Con ti nua t i on)

Sena t or Dr i lon. Mr. Pres i den t , I move tha t we resume

cons i dera t i on o f Sena t e B i ll No. 1271 as reported ou t under

Comm i tt ee Repo rt No. 25.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is there any
obj ec t i on? [Si lence] There be i ng none, resumpt i on o f cons i d

era t i on o f Sena t e B i ll No. 1271 i s now i n orde r.

Sena t or Dr il on. Th i s i s t he proposed measure wh i ch

would amend t he ex i s t i ng law on t he powers o f t he Pro fess i onal

Regula t i on Comm i ss i on.

We are i n the per i od o f amendmen ts. May I ask t he Cha i r t o
recogn i ze Sen. Anna Dom i n i que M. L. Cose teng, the pr i nc i pal

sponso r.
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The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Sena t or Cose t eng

i s recogn i zed.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS

Sena t or Cose t eng. Thank you, Mr. Pres i den t.

The fi rs t amendmen t proposed i s i n Sec t i on 2 o f PD No. 223

renumbered as Sec t i on 3 i n Sena t e B ill No. 1271.

On page 1, li ne 19, I propose t ha t we de le t ~ t he per i ?. ~~~an_d

add t he · fo llow i ng, and amended t o read as fo llows: "SEC._~.

COMPOSITION:-- THE COMMISSION SHALL BE HEADED

BY ONE FULL-TIME CHAIRMAN- i n l i eu o f comm i ss i oner#

AND TWO FULL-TIME COMMISSIONERS---d ele t i ngt he word

"assoc i a t e”—ALL TO BE APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT

FORA TERM OF SEVEN (7}- i n l i euo fn i ne(9}-YEARS WITH

OUT REAPPOINTMENT TO START FROM THE TIME

THEY ASSUMEOFFICE."

We dele t e, M r. Pres i den t , t he comma (,) and t he phrase

"except t he fi rs t two Assoc i a t e Comm i ss i oners who shall be

appo i n t ed, one fo r s i x (6) years and t he o t her fo r t hree (3) years,

and Therea ft er, any vacancy i n t he Comm i ss i on shall be fi lled fo r

t he unexpi red t enn only w i t h t he mos t sen i or o f t he Associ a t e
Comm i ss i oner succeed i ng t he Comm i ss i oner a t t he expi ra t i on

o f h i s t enn, res i gna t i on or renewa l. In li eu o f t ha t phrase,

Mr. Pres i den t , t he prov i s i on w ill read: APPOINTMENTS TO

A VACANCY THAT OCCURS BEFORE THE EXPIRA

TION OF THE TERM OF A COMMISSIONER SHALL

COVER ONLY THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THE IMMEDI

ATE PREDECESSOR. AT THE EXPIRATION OF THE

TERM OF THE CHAIRMAN, THE MOST SENIOR OF THE

COMMISSIONERS SHALLTEMPORARILY ASSUME AND

PERFORM THE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE

CHAIRMAN UNTIL A PERMANENT CHAIRMAN IS

APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. May we ac t on t ha t
now? Tha t i s one sec t i on, i s i t no t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t. Actu ally , i t i s no t
ye t done. There i s s t i ll a second paragraph t o t ha t sec t i on.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. We can have a

mo t i on now t o approve t ha t part i cular amendmen t. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s ap
proved.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i n g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. W i t h t he
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Sena t or Gu i ngona.

M r. Pres i den t.

Then I w i t hdraw my mo t i on,

penn i ss i on o f Sena t or Cose t eng, t here i s a man i f es t a t i on fr om

Sena t or Gu i ngona.

MOTION OF SENATOR GUINGONA

(Recons i dera t i on o f A pproval o f t he

Prev i ous Amendmen t )

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres i den t , i f t he amendmen t has

already been approved, may we ask fo r i t s recons i dera t i on. I w ill

j us t ask some clar i fi ca t i on.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. There i s a mo t i on

t o recons i der t he approval o f t he prev i ous amendmen t. Is t here

any obj ec t i on? [Si lence} There be i ng none, t he approval o f t he

prev i ous amendmen t i s hereby recons i dered.

The M i nori ty Leader may proceed.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. M r. Pres i den t , w ill t he d i s t i ngu i shed

sponsor y i eld fo r some clar i fi cat ory ques t i ons?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres i den t , t h i s amendmen t now

seeks t o equal i ze t he t erm o f t he t he cha i rman and t he comm i ss i on

ers. Would t ha t be correc t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. The o t her comm i ss i ons, i nclud i ng

cons t i tu t i onal bod i es, have s t aggered pe ri ods prec i sely t o ensure

t ha t t here i s a con t i nu i ty i n t he pol i c i es o f t he body because we

canno t fo resee t he vacanc i es. Bu t i f t he t enns were s t aggered,

t hen t he con t i nu i ty o f es t abl i shed pol i c i es and prac t i ces would b~

more or less ens~red. Are we ab~ndon i ng t h i s i n t h i s proposed

amendmen t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s no t t he case, Mr. Pres i den t.

The s t agger i ng has already been es t abl i shed and i t i s fo r seven

years, fi ve years, and t hree years.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So i t i s no t fo r n i ne years?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, M r. Pres i den t. It was sho rt ened

fr om n i ne years t o seven years.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So t ha t has been changed. Prec i sely,

t h i s amendmen t i s fo r n i ne, seven and fi ve?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s r i gh t , M r. Pres i den t.
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The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. I t i s so no t ed.

Sena t or Cose t en g. May I now con t i nue, M r. Pres i den t.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 4:31 p.m. t he sess i on was resumed.

The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Fla v i er]. Y cs, please The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i cr]. The sess i on i s

proceed. resumed.

MOTION OF SENA TOR DRILON

(A pproval o f Amendmen t Prev i ously Cons i dered)

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , t here was a rccons i dera

t i on o f t he approval o f t he amendmen t. May I now move t ha t t he

amendmen t be aga i n approved.

The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Wha t happened

was Sena t or Gu i ngona w i t hdrew.

Sena t or Dr il on. Y cs, M r. Pres i den t. Bu t prev i ously , upon

t he mo t i on o f t he M i nor i t y Leader, t he approval o f t he amendmen t

was recons i dered. There fo re, on record, t he amendmen t has no t

been approved. W i t h all due respec t , I t here fo re move t ha t i t now

be aga i n approved.

The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. There i s a mo t i on

t o approve now t he fi rs t amendmen t. Is t here any obj ec t i on?

[Si lence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Please proceed.

Sena t or Cosc t eng. May I now con t i nue, Mr. Pres i den t ,

where i t says, "No person shall be appo i n t ed cha i rman or... "

The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. In wha t sec t i on i s

t he sponsor now?

The Maj or i t y Leader i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Dr il on. By way o f explana t i on, t he amendmen t

would come a ft er l i ne l 9o f page I. Theamendmen t wouldamend

Sec t i on 3 o f t he ex i s t i ng law.

As we no t e, M r. Pres i den t , i n l i ne 18 o f page I, i t s i mply says,

"Sec t i on 2 o f t he same Decree i s hereby renumbered as Sec. 3."

However, dur i ng t he i n t e rp ella t i on o f Sen. M i r i am De fensor

San t i ago, she has proposed t ha t Sec t i on 2 o f t he presen t decree,

wh i ch i s now renumbered as Sec t i on 3, be l i kew i se amended.

Tha t i s t he reason t he sponsor would now have t o read t he ex i s t i ng
law, i ncorp ora t i ng t he amendmen t as proposed dur i ng t he

i n t e rpella t i on o f Sena t or San t i ago.

So, w i t h t he penn i ss i on o f t he Cha i r, we would now reques t

t he sponsor t o read t he second paragraph o f Sec t i on 2 o f t he

ex i s t i ng law, wh i ch i s now renumbered as Sec t i on 3, i nco rp ora t i ng
t here i n t he proposed amendmen t.

The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Are we go i ng t o

i nco rp ora t e t ha t i n t o t he b i ll as Sec t i on 3 o f t he presen t b i ll?

Sena t or Dr il on. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Please proceed

w i t h t ha t clar i fi ca t i on and unders t and i ng.

Sena t or Cosc t en g.
second para $ aph.

Sena t or Cosc t cn g . I t hank t he Maj or i t y Leader,

The con t i nua t i on on page 2, t he M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. On wha t l i ne? The

second paragraph i s i n l i ne 13.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , I move t ha t we suspend

t he sess i on fo r one m i nu t e.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on i s

suspended fo r one m i nu t e, i f t here i s no obj ec t i on. [There was

none.]

It was 4:29p.m.

Th i s i s now go i ng t o be t he nex t paragraph: "No person

shall be appo i n t ed cha i nnan or”-—and t hen t o dele t e "member

o f t he Comm i ss i on" and i n l i eu t hereo f , replace i t w i t h—

"COMMISSIONER, unless he i s a t leas t fo rt y (40) yearso f age“#

t o add# “IS A PROFESSIONAL WITH A VALID CERTIFI

CATE OF REGISTRATION AND A VALID PROFESSIONAL

LICENSE”—t o con t i nue w i t h wha t i s already t here—“ fa m i l i ar

w i t h t he pr i nc i ples and me t hods o f pro fe ss i onal regula t i on

an d/ or l i cens i ng and has a t leas t fi ve (5) years o f execu t i ve or

managemen t exper i ence". And t hen t o add t h i s s t a t emen t :

"PROVIDED, THAT ONE OF THE COMMISSIONERS

MUST BE A PAST CHAIRPERSON/MEMBER OF A

PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY BOARD." Tha t i s t he end

o f t he paragraph.
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Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , fo r clar it y , may we reques t
t he sponsor t o read fo r t he record how t he presen t Sec t i on 2 of
t he decree w ill now read w i t h t he proposed amendmen t , wh i ch

w i ll be renumbered now as Sec t i on 3.

We would reques t t ha t i n t he read i ng fo r t he record, we

already d i sregard t he bracke t ed prov i s i ons o f t he ex i s t i ng law

and j us t read t he law as i t i s proposed t o be amended.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Yes, please

proceed.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page I, l i ne 19, we dele t e t he

peri od (.) and add t he fo llow i ng, and t h i s i s now go i ng t o be

t he fi nal vers i on t o appear i n t he b ill , and amended t o read as

fo llows: "SEC. 3. Compos it i on. -- The Comm i ss i on shall be

headed by one fu ll- t i me CHAIRMAN and t wo fu ll- t i me

Comm i ss i oners, all t o be appo i n t ed by t he Pres i den t fo r a t erm

o f SEVEN (7) years w i t hou t reappo i ntmen t t o s t art fr om t he

t i me t hey assume o f fi ce. APPOINTMENTS TO AVACANCY

THAT OCCURS BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE

TERM OF A COMMISSIONER SHALL COVER ONLY

THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THE IMMEDIATE

PREDECESSOR. AT THE EXPIRATION OF THE TERM

OF THE CHAIRMAN, THE MOST SENIOR OF THE

COMMISSIONERS SHALL TEMPORARILY ASSUME

AND PERFORM THE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF

THE CHAIRMAN UNTIL A PERMANENT CHAIRMAN

IS APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT.

No person shall be appo i n t ed cha i nnan or COMMISSIONER

unless he i s a t leas t fo rty (40) years o fa ge, IS A PROFESSIONAL

WITH A VALID CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION AND

A VALID PROFESSIONAL LICENSE, fa m i l i ar w i t h t he pr i n

c i ples and me t hods o f pro fess i onal regula t i on and/or l i cens i ng,
and has a t leas t fi ve (5) years o f execu t i ve or managemen t
exper i ence; PROVIDED, THAT ONE OF THE COMMIS

SIONERS MUST BE A PAST CHAIRPERSON/MEMBER OF

A PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY BOARD." Endo fa mend

men t , M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i n g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? Yes, Sena t or Gu i ngona.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres i den t , may I reques t t ha t
t h i s pa rt i cular amendmen t be reduced i n t o wr i t i ng and t ha t
we de fe r cons i dera t i on o f t h i s and move on t o o t hers because

t h i s now appears t ha t i t i s reduc i ng t he t enn fo r al l. Tha t was

my observa t i on be fo re.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Wha t i s t he reac

t i on o f Sena t or Cose t eng?
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Sena t or Dril on. Cons i der i ng t he lengt h o f t he amend

men t , I t h i nk i t i s proper t hat our colleagues be prov i ded w i t h a

w ri tt en t ex t o f t he proposed amendmen t so t ha t i t can be analyzed

be tt er. We can de fe r ac t i on on t h i s proposed amendmen t and

proceed t o t he nex t amendmen t , i f t he sponsor so w i shes.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres i den t , honorable colleagues,

j us t by way o f an explana t i on, t he tr ans i t o ry prov i s i on on Sec t i on

14 ough t t o clar i fy or saf eguard t ha t part i cular prov i s i on. l fl may
j us t be able t o read by way o f an explana t i on Sec t i on 14: "The

i ncumben t comm i ss i oner and t he two i ncumben t associ a t e com

m i ss i oners shall serve as cha i rman and comm i ss i oners, respec

t i vely , under t he t erms fo r wh i ch t hey have been appo i n t ed

w i t hou t need o f new appo i ntmen t s. The i ncumben t execut i ve

d i rec t or shall l i kew i se serve as ass i s ta n t comm i ss i oner w i th ou t

need o f new appo i ntmen t. " So, t h i s w i ll ensure t ha t t hey w ill no t

be arb i tr ari ly removed or t erm i nat ed i n t he reorgan i za t i on.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The reques t i s fo r

t he sponsor t o pu t i n wr i t i ng t he whole t ex t fo r t he gu i dance and

perusal o f t he members o f t he Chamber.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t , we w ill comply .

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Thank you. Please

proceed t o t he o t her amendmen t s.

Sena t or Cose t eng. The o t her proposed amendmen t s t o
Sec t i on 3 o f t he decree renumbered as Sec t i on 4 i n t he same b ill :

On page 2, li ne 2, dele t e fr om t he word "comm i ss i oner" up t o and

i nclud i ng t he words "be t he" i n l i ne 3. And on t he same page, li ne

4, dele t e t he word "assoc i a t e", j us t t o con fo rm w i t h t he s i m il ar

prov i s i ons o f t he House o f Represen t a t i ves'vers i on o f t he b ill .

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any

obj ec t i on? [Si lence) There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s
approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. These are t he proposed amendmen t s
t o Sec t i on 4, renumbered as Sec t i on 5 now. On t he same page,

l i ne 25, dele t e t he word "Comm i ss i oner" and i n l i eu t hereo f , i nse rt
t he word CHAIRMAN.

On t he same page, l i ne 29, dele t e t he word "Assoc i a t e".

On page 3, dele t e all t he words fr om l i ne 2 up t o l i ne 5 and

i n l i eu t hereo f , i nse rt t he fo llow i ng: SHALL RECEIVE

COMPENSATION AND ALLOWANCES EQUIVALENT

TO THAT OF A DEPARTMENT SECRETARY WHILE

THE COMMISSIONER SHALL RECEIVE COMPENSATION

AND ALLOWANCES EQUIVALENT TO THAT OF AN

UNDERSECRETARY. THE CHAIRMAN AND THE
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE ENTITLED

TO RETIREMENT BENEFITS PROVIDED UNDER REPUB

LIC ACT NUMBERED 1568 AS AMENDED BY REPUBLIC

ACTNUMBERED3595.

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i dent , I d i d no t ca t ch i t. D i d we

already approve t he o t her amendmen ts on page 2, l i ne 25, t he

dele t i on o f the word "Comm i ss i oner" and t he i nsert i on of t he

word CHAIRMAN?

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. No t ye t. The Cha i r
i s assum i ng that t h i s i s one amendmen t i n one sec t i on.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. A lt hough t he

Cha i r no t i ced t hat th i s was i n d i ff eren t sen t ences. Not ye t ,
Mr. Maj ori t y Leade r.

Shall we approve i t as a sec t i on or would the Maj or i ty
Leader have any obj ec t i on t o t hat ?

Sena t or Dril on. I sugges t t hat we approve i t on t he page

and the l i ne as i t i s proposed so t hat we can fo llow closely the

proposed amendmen t s.

I move t ha t we approve t he amendmen t on page 2, l i ne 25,

as proposed by the sponso r.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on [Si lence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i n l i ne 25

i s approved.

Sena t or Dril on. It was read i n t o t he Record. There was

a mo t i on t o approve t he amendmen t on page 3 w i t h t he dele t i on

o f li ne 2 up t o l i ne 5 and t he i ncorporat i on o f a new prov i s i on

already read by t he sponso r.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? Would t he gent leman wan t t he Cha i r t o read t hat
part i cular li ne be i ng i n tr oduced?

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena t or Dr il on. We w i ll gi ve t i me t o t he M i nori ty Leader

t o go over t he proposed amendmen t. I move t hat we suspend

t he sess i on fo r one m i nu t e.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i erJ . Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Si lence} There be i ng none, t he sess i on i s sus

pended fo r one m i nu t e.

lt was4:44p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 4:45p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on i s
resumed.

The Maj o ri ty Leader i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Dril on. May I ask t he Cha i r t o recogn i ze Senat or

Gu i ngona.

Sena t or Dr i lon. The same w i t h page 2, l i ne 29. There was

a proposal t o dele t e t he word "Assoc i a te".

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? {Si lence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s
approved.

Sena t or Dril on. Be fore we proceed w i t h t he nex t amend

men t , may I ask t he s t aff t o prov i de t he pres i d i ng o ffi cer w i t h a

copy o f t he proposed wr i t t en amendmen t s.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The nex t amend

ment i s on page 3, l i nes 2 t o 5, wh i ch i s a dele t i on and then an

i nclus i on o f a new l i ne.

Sena t or Cose t eng . Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er].

Leader i s recogn i zed.

The M i nor i ty

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Thank you, M r. Pres i den t.

W i ll the d i s t i ngu i shed sponsor please y i eld fo r some clar i fi 
ca t i ons?

Sena t or Cose t eng . Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Th i s i s w i t h regard t o t he dele t i on o f
t he words on page 3, l i ne 5, and the subs t i t u t i on o f t he words

"SHALL RECEIVE COMPENSATION AND ALLOWANCES

EQUIVALENT TO THAT OF A DEPARTMENT SECRE

TARY." May we know the d i ff erence and how much i s t he

compensa t i on; how much are t he allowances t ha t are gi ven t o the

departmen t secre tar i es?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The compensa t i on o f a secre t a ry i s
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Grade 3 l and an undersecre t ary i s Grade 30.

Sena tor Gu i ngona. How much are t he allowances?

Sena tor Cose teng. Based on t he i n fo rma t ion given by t he

PRC, t he secre t ary 's allowance is P8,000 a mon t h, I bel ieve, and

P6,000 a mon t h fo r t he undersecre t ar ies.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So as id e fr om t he compensa t io n or t he

salary , he rece i ves an allowance o f PS,000 a mon t h. Would t ha t

be correc t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s correc t , Mr. Pres iden t.

Sena tor Gu i ngona. Suppos i ng he is appo i n t ed ex o ffi c i o
and he holds per i od i c mee t in gs, does he rece i ve those

allowances or does he fo rego t hem?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, t hey w i ll no t rece ive any .

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So, are we say in g here th a t th e

amendmen t w ill be li m i te d to PS,000 allowance?

Sena t or Cose t en g. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t. And t he salary i s
fix ed a t Salary Grade 31.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Bu t do t he comm is s i oners and asso

c i a t es hold o t her pos i t i ons or o t her mee t in gs, fo r example, in a

part i cular pro fess i on. Is t here a regular mee t in g fo r th a t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, t hey have no o ther compensa t ion

package.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. No, I mean, as ex o ffi c i o.

Sena tor Cose t en g. No, t hey are fu ll t ime in t he PRC. They
do no t hold ex o ffi c i o pos i t i ons.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. No, wha t I mean is w i t h in t he PRC?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, M r. Pres iden t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Thank you.

May I be enl i gh t ened on t he re t i remen t bene fi t s. Is t h is
Republ ic Ac t No. 1568, as amended? Is t h i s t he regular re t ir emen t
fo r wha t ? Because t here are several re t ir emen t ac t s—one i s fo r

regular employees and ano t her one i s fo r t he Jud i c ia ry .

Sena t or Cose t eng. They fo llowed t he re t i remen t pack

age o f t he cons t i tu t ional comm i ss ions . Wh i ch means t ha t i f t he

salary o f t he i ncumben t is increased, t hen t he pens ion is also
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correspond i ngly i ncreased.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Is t h is no t t he Jud ic ia ry Re t ir emen t

Ac t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, M r. Pres iden t , only fo r cons t i tu 
t ional comm i ss ion s.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. If t he salary and allowances are

increased, t he i r re t iremen t bene fi t s are also increased?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Regardless o f how many years o f

serv ice?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Re t i remen t a t th e age o f 65.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Bu t suppos in g he is appo in t ed fo r the

unused po rt i on o f two years, how much re t ir emen t bene fi t does

he rece i ve?

Sena t or Cose t eng. As long as he compl i es w i t h th e fix ed

te rm o f o f fi ce, t hen he i s en t i t led to th e re t i remen t bene fi t s. If h is
te rm ends be fo re th e age o f 65, he has to fi n is h t he t e ! n un ti l

he is 65 to b e able to a va i l h ims el f o f t he re t ir emen t package,

Mr. Pres iden t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So, even i f an o ffi c ia l has been

appo in t ed t o t he un fi lled po rt ion o f s i x mon t hs and he reaches

65 a ft er s ix mon t hs, he ge t s t he fu ll bene fi t s of t he re t ir emen t
under t h is A c t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. M r. Pres i den t. Tha t is t he same

prac t ice as t ha t o f t he Comm is s ion on Aud i t , Mr. Pres i den t , t ha t i f
t he balance, t he unexpired t enn is s i x mon t hs, i t w ill s t ill be as

t hough he had comple t ed h i s t enn.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. May we be fa vored w i t h t he amoun t
in numbers?

Sena t or Cose t eng. They have no t compu t ed t he ir own

re t ir emen t package, M r. Pres iden t. [Laugh t erJ

Sena t or Gu i ngona. No, i t is no t be in g fa ce t io us. It is
only because we would l ike t o know whe t her t he re t ir emen t
is j us t i fi ed or no t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. M r. Pres i den t , t he prev iou s comm is 

s ioner who re t ir ed rece ived P600,000.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. How many years d i d he serve?
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Sena t or Cose t en g. In t he case o f Cha i nnan Banar i a, t he

serv i ce t enn was 11 mon t hs only , M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. A ft er 11 mon t hs he rece i ved P600,000.

Sena t or Cose t en g. He rece i ved P600,000 upon re t i re

men t , M r. Pres i den t , and t ha t represen t s a fi ve-year lum p sum

amoun t.

Sena t or Gu i n gona. Is t ha t all?

Sena t or Cose t en g. A ft er fi ve years, he w i ll be rece i v i ng

t he mon t hly pens i on o f h i s bas i c salary plus allowances t hrough

ou t h i s l i fe .

Sena t or Gu i n gona. I do no t know i f t here i s an ex i s t i ng

law wh i ch l i m i t s t he t enn or serv i ces as a cond i t i on fo r t he

re t i remen t bene fi t s. Bu t assum i ng now t ha t t he person has been

appo i n t ed t o a s i x-mon t h un fi lled t enn or t enure, he would, i n

e ff ec t , be rece i v i ng equ i valen t t o somewhere along t ha t P600,000.

Then a ft er fi ve years, a mon t hly pens i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s correc t , Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Does t he d i s t i ngu i shed sponsor no t

bel i eve t ha t t h i s i s somewha t un fa i r t o o t her re t i rees i n govern

men t cons i de ri ng t ha t h i s t enure o f serv i ce i s only s i x mon t hs

wh i le t he career people i n governmen t ded i ca t e t he en t i re

years o f t he i r use fu l careers i n publ i c serv i ce and ge t a d i ff eren t

re t i remen t ?

Sena t or Cose t en g. M r. Pres i den t , I suppose i t i s up t o t he

appo i n t i ng power t o dec i de who should be appo i n t ed t o t hese

pos i t i ons so t ha t t he persons would be able t o s i t t hrough t he en t i re

t cm1.

As t o t he except i onal case o f Cha i nnan Banar i a o f t he

Comm i ss i on on Aud i t , I suppose t he I I-mon t h per i od t ha t has

been rderrcd t o ended when he was already 80 years old. So

I suppose t he appo i n t i ng power would be able t o de t enn i ne or

t o choose t hose who are qual i fi ed t o serve t he fu ll lengt h o f t he

t enn. Knock on wood, hope fu lly i fn o t h i ng happens t o t he person,

he could serve t hrough t he en t i re per i od o f h i s appo i n t men t.

Sena t or Gu i n gona. Tha t i s i n t he case o f Comm i ss i oner

Bana ri a who, I unders t ood, was ve ry v i gorous. As a ma tt er o f fa c t ,

he go t marr i ed a ft er t he re t i remen t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s ri gh t , Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Bu t would t he d i s t i ngu i shed sponsor

agr ee t o any amendmen t t ha t would, more or less, j us t i fy t h i s k i nd

o f re t i remen t , say , serv i ce fo r a t leas t one year?

Sena t or Cose t cn g. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t. I would gladly
accept t he recommenda t i on o f our M i nor i ty Leader.

Sena t or Gu i n gona. Thank you, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. W i t h t ha t cla ri fi 

ca t i on, t he good sponsor may now proceed.

Sena t or Cose t cn g. Should we now res t a t e t ha t para-

graph? Because i t w ill no longer be t ha t t he cha i rman and

members o f t he Comm i ss i on shall be en t i t led t o re t i remen t ben

e fi t s prov i ded under Repub li c Ac t No. 1568, as amended by

Republ i c Ac t No. 3595. There fo re, we should add ano t her

prov i so s t a t i ng t ha t t he cha i rman and comm i ss i oners mus t serve

fo r no less t han one year or fo r a t leas t one year.

Sena t or Gu i n gona. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t. The only t h i ng

t ha t we have t o fi ll up also i s i f he has no t served fo r a pe ri od o f

a t leas t one year or more, wha t would be h i s re t i remen t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng . We are open t o t he recommenda t i on

o f t he M i nor i ty Leader, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i n gona. May we have t ha t s tu d i ed? Perhaps

t he Regula t o ry Board can s t udy t ha t amendmen t.

The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Tha t means t here

fo re t ha t t he amendmen t w i ll be de ferred pend i ng a s tu dy?

Sena t or Cose t en g . M r. Pres i den t , excuse me.

The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Please proceed.

Sena t or Cose t en g. May we i nqu i re i f t he proponen t o f

t he amendmen t would accept , fo r example, a pro ra t a com pu t a

t i on? Wha t he would ge t i f he re t i res a ft er a pe ri od o f one year

or more, and i f he re t i res below a one-year t enn?

Sena t or Gu i n gona. Yes, M r. Pres i den t , I t h i nk t ha t

would be fa i r. Bu t as I unders t and i t , he w i ll have t o wa i t un t il

he i s 65 years old.

Sena t or Cose t en g. No, M r. Pres i den t. If he serves h i s

t enn be fo re he reaches t he age o f 65, t hen he would be re t i ri ng

be fo re 65. Bu t i f he exceeds t he age o f 65 t o be able t o serve h i s

en t i re seven-year t enn, t hen he s t i ll has t o fi n i sh t he t enn even i f

he i s more t han 65 years old.

Sena t or Gu i n gona. Hope fu lly , no t l i ke Comm i ss i oner

Ban ar i a, a t t he age o f 80.
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Thank you, M r. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i n g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The Maj or i t y

Leader i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , i n o t her words, t he

amendmen t t ha t i s be i ng proposed by t he sponsor i s now amended,

subj ec t t o s ty le, by add in g a prov is o: PROVIDED, THAT THE

CHAIRMAN AND THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

SHALL HAVE SERVED AT LEAST ONE YEAR: PROVIDED,

FURTHER, THAT IF THE SERVICE IS LESS THAN ONE

YEAR, THEN THE OFFICIAL SHALL BE ENTITLED TO A

PROPORTIONATE AMOUNT.

"()" and th e words "EXECUTIVE SECRETARY".

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any obj ec

ti on? [Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On t he same page 6, li ne 27, between.

th e words "compensat i on" and "AND", i nsert th e fo llow i ng: SUB

JECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6758.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any obj ec

t i on? [S il ence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On t he same page 6, li ne 28, be tween

th e words "and" and " t o", i nse rt t he fo llow i ng phrase…

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er].

w i lli ng t o accept t hat change?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , I hope th e sponsor does

Is t he sponsor no t m i nd; bu t j us t go i ng back t o page 6, li nes 27 and 28, may we

know wha t i s Republ i c Ac t No. 6758?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres i den t , t hat i s t he Salary
S t andard i zat i on Law.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. In v i ew o f t ha t , i s

t here any obj ec t i on t o t he amendmen t ? [Sil ence] There be i ng
none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t en g. The nex t amendmen t i nvolves

Sec t i on 5 o f t he Decree wh i ch has been renumbered as

Sec t i on 6 i n t h i s same b i l l. On page 5, li ne 22, dele t e t he word

"COMMISSIONER'S" and i n li eu t hereo f , i nse rt t he word

CHAIRMA N;

On t he same l i ne, between t he word "SIGNATURE" and t he

comma(,), i nse rt t he phrase OF THE CHAIRMAN.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any obj ec

t i on? [Si lence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On t he same page 5, li ne 26, between

t he words "COMPETENCY" and "AND", i nsert t he words BY

THEIR RESPECTIVE BOARDS.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any obj ec

t i on? {S il ence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On t he same page 5, l i ne 27, between

th e word "ENDORSEMENT' 'and th e colon"(:)", i nse rt t he words

BY THE COMMISSION.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any obj ec

t i on? [Sil ence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t en g. On page 6, li ne 20, dele t e t he bracke t s
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Sena t or Dr il on. All ri gh t. I th ank t he lady sena t or fo r th at
i n fo rmat i on, Mr. Pres i den t. So i t means t hat t he allowances and

fri nge bene fi t s are subj ec t t o t he Salary S t andard i za ti on Law?

Sena t or Cose t eng. That i s correc t , Mr. Pres i den t.

On page 6, li ne 28, between t he words "and" and " t o", i nse rt

t he fo llow i ng phrase: TO ASSIGN OR REASSIGN PERSON

NEL AS THE EXIGENCY OF THE SERVICE REQUIRES.

The Pres i d i n g O f fi cer (Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on?

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The Maj o ri ty
Leader i s recogni zed.

Sena t or Dr il on. If t he sponsor w ill accept , I propose

t hat we add AND AS THE CIVIL SERVICE LAW MAY

ALLOW because t here are also C i v i l Serv i ce laws wh i ch

govern ass i gnmen t and reass i gnmen t o f personne l.

Sena t or Cose t en g . The amendmen t i s acce pt ed,

Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i n g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. We no t e t he

accept ance.

Sena t or Gu i n gona. Mr. Pres i den t.



Monday, Oct ober 4. 1999 RECORD OF THE SENATE Comm i tt ee Amendmen ts re S. No. 1271

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The M i no ri ty
Leader i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. May we know fr om t he d i s t i ngu i shed

sponsor whe t her t he ass i gnmen t of personnel i n t h i s body w ill

enta i l ass i gnmen t t o o t her regi ons or areas i n t he country ? For

example, ass i gn i ng h i m or her t o M i ndanao or t o Sulu or t o t he

Nort h?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres i den t , t h i s ass i gnment or

reass i gnmen t o f personnel i nvolves t he gi v i ng o f exam i nat i ons i n
certa i n regi ons where t he PRC has no regi onal o ffi ce.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. So t h i s i s i n an ad hoc bas i s. I t i s no t
a pennanen t ass i gnmen t.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s ri gh t , Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. What i s t he ord i nary durat i on o f t h i s
ass i gnmen t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Normally, i t i s one week. That i s t he

peri od ass i gned t o t he exam i nat i on schedule.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Beyond t hat normal per i od, would

t here be no long- t erm s t ay?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, Mr. Pres i dent. They have to
come back to t he Man i la o ffi ce.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I t hank t he sponsor fo r t ha t clari fi ca

t i on, M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. W i t h t ha t
clar i fi ca t i on and t he changes o f t he Maj or i ty Leader, i s t here any
obj ec t i on t o t he amendmen t ?

Sena t or Dr il on. May we j us t read t he amendmen t w i t h
my proposed amendmen t , Mr. Pres i den t ?

On page 6, l i ne 28, be t ween t he words "and" and " to", i nsert
t he fo llow i ng: TO ASSIGN AND/OR REASSIGN PERSON

NEL AS THE EXIGENCY OF THE SERVICE REQUIRES,

SUBJECT TO THE PROVISION OF THE CIVIL SERVICE

LAW AND RULES.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Si lence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s
approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 7, l i ne 2, Mr. Pres i den t ,
between t he words "PRESIDENT" and " t o", i nsert t he fo llow i ng:

UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE DEPARTMENT

OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s
approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 9, l i ne 17, aft er t he sem i colon

(;),add t he fo llow i ng: TO SUPERVISE AND CONTROL PRO

FESSIONALS WHO ARE FORMERCITIZENS OF THE PHIL

IPPINES AND WHO HAVE PREVIOUSLY PASSED PHILIP

PINE LICENSURE EXAMINATIONS FOR THE PRACTICE

OF THEIRPROFESSION, WHO MAY, WHILEINTHECOUN

TRY ON A VISIT, SOJOURN ORPERMANENTRESIDENCE,

PRACTICE THEIR PROFESSION: PROVIDED, THAT,

PRIOR TO THE PRACTICE OF THEIR PROFESSION, THEY

SHALL HAVE FIRST REGISTERED WITH THE COMMIS

SION AND HAVE PAID THE PROPER PROFESSIONAL

LICENSE FEE.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Senat or Gu i ngona

i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Jus t fo r clari fi cat i on, i f t he d i s t i n

gu i shed sponsor w ill yi eld.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Does t h i s con t empla t e o f a pennanent
res i dence? In o ther words, when the ba/i kbayan comes home

and he does no t j us t v i s i t here bu t soj ourns or pennanen t ly
res i des, i s t h i s i n t ended fo r t hem? Because i f i t i s only a v i s i t fo r

a few weeks, I do no t t h i nk t ha t t h i s i s an appl i cable prov i s i on.

Would t ha t be correc t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Some t i mes, Mr. Pres i den t , l i ke med i 
cal m i ss i ons, t hese ba li kbayans come home t o s t ay no t fo r t he res t
o f the i r l i ves or fo r re t i remen t , bu t ra ther t hey s tay fo r a gi ven

per i od o f t i me. Some o f t hem s tay fo r a mon th; some maybe s t ay
fo r t wo weeks and t hen go back t o t he i r coun t ri es of res i dence.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Is t h i s based on rec i proc i ty ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Wha t i f o ther coun t ri es would de

mand t he same fr om our own F i l i pi nos who go abroad who are

no t c i t i zens o f t ha t coun t ry ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Th i s i s ac t ually a spec ial bene fi t
packaged fo r ba li kbayans, M r. Pres i den t. I t i s covered by
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PD No. 541 and we are j us t in s t i tu t ion al iz in g i t in t he PRC law

because i t covers pro fess iona ls.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. Is t h i s already a law?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Gu i ngona. I would l ik e t o t hank t he d is t in gu is hed

sponsor fo r t ha t.

The Pres i d i n g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The Maj or i t y

Leader is recogn iz ed.

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres ide n t , j us t fo r clar i fi ca t i on. In

adm in i s tr a t i ve prac t ice , t here is a legal de fin i t io n o f t he word

"con tr ol" wh ic h means one subs t i tu t es h is j udgmen t fo r t ha t o f t he

subord i na t e as d is t in gu i shed fr om "superv is io n."

When we use t he word "con t rol" in t he proposed amend

men t , wh i ch i s also th e same word used i n l i ne 11 as fa r as fo re i gn

na t io nals are concerned, does tha t mean tha t th e PRC can subs t i 

tu te i ts j udgmen t to tha t o f th e fo re i gn pro fe ss i onals, j us t fo r t he

record?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, M r. Pres i den t. As a ma tt er o f fa c t ,

I am glad t ha t t h is has been po in t ed ou t and de fin ed i n such a

manne r. We are amenable t o t he dele t io n o f t he word "con t rol"

and i ns t ead j us t use t he word "superv i se." It is more o f superv is io n

ra t her t han o f con tr ol ac tu ally . Probably , "superv is ion" i s a more

apt t erm.

Sena t or Dr il on. Ce rt a in ly , i t is dangerous t o subs t i tu t e t he

j udgmen t o f t he Comm i ss i on where i t in volves med ica l prac t ice ,

fo r example. Would th e sponsor be w ill i ng t o dele t e the phrase

"AND CONTROL"?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t is correc t , Mr. Pres id en t.

Sena t or Dr il on. Maybe we should fi rs t go to t he approval

o f t he proposed amendmen t w i t h t he dele t i on o f th e phrase "AND

CONTROL". So t ha t i t w ill s im ply read: TO SUPERVISE PRO

FESSIONALS, e t ce t era.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres ide n t.

The Pres id in g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. W i th th e

clar i fi ca t i on o f Senato r Gu i ngona and th e change sugges t ed by
th e Maj o ri ty Leader, is the re any obj ec t i on? [S il ence} There

be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Dr il on. S i m il arly, Mr. Pres i den t , I have an

an te r io r amendmen t i n l i ne 11 o f t he same page. Ins t ead o f "TO

SUPERVISE AND CONTROL", dele te th e words "AND

CONTROL".
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Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres ide n t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer (Sen. Flav ie r]. Is t here any obj ec

t io n? [Sil ence] There be in g none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. The nex t amendmen t , Mr. Pres i den t.

On page I 0, l in e 9, I propose t ha t we dele t e t he sem i colon(;)

and add t he fo llow i ng: AND OTHER OPERATIONS OF THE

COMMISSION.

The Pres i d in g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t io n? [Si lence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s
approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. In Sec t io n 7, on page 12, l in e 4,

I propose tha t we dele t e t he word "COMMISSIONER", and

in l i eu the reo f , i nse rt t he word CHAIRMAN.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any obj ec

t i on? [S il ence} There be in g none, th e amendmen t is approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On the same page 12, l in e 4, dele t e t he

word "ASSOCIATE".

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav ie r]. Is t here any obj ec

t io n? [Sil ence} There be in g none, t he amendmen t is approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 12, l in e 5, I propose t ha t we

dele t e th e words "EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR" and in li eu th ereo f ,
i nse rt t he words ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS; THE SEC

RETARY OF THE COMMISSION.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any obj ec

t io n? [S il ence] There be in g none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 12, l in e 10, a ft er t he word

"FINANCIAL", add t he word AND.

In t he same l ine , a ft er t he word "MANAGEMENT", add t he

word SERVICES and add a sem ico lon(;) a ft er t ha t.

The Pres i d i n g O ffi cer [Sen. Flav ie r]. Is t here any obj ec

t i on? [S il ence} There be in g none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t en g. On page 12, l in e 10, be fo re t he

word "AbMINISTRATIVE", add t he words THE DIRECTOR

FOR.

The Pres id in g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is the re any
obj ec t i on? [S il ence} There be in g none, t he amendmen t is
approved.
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Sena t or Cose t eng. On t he same page 12, l i ne 12, dele t e

t he word "COMMISSIONERS" and i n l i eu t hereo f , i nsert t he

word CHAIRMAN.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Si lence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s
approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 12, li ne 13, dele t e t he word

"ASSOCIATE" and on t he same l i ne, dele t e t he words "EXECU

TIVE DIRECTOR" and i n l i eu t hereo f , i nse rt t he words

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any obj ec

t i on? [Si lence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. We shall now go t o Sec t i on 9, on page

15, M r. Pres i den t. I propose t ha t we dele t e t he prov i s i on fo und

on l i ne 24 up t o l i ne 31 and i n l i eu t hereo f , i nse rt t he fo llow i ng
prov1s10n:

SEC. 9. THE MEMBERS OFTHE PROFESSIONALREGU

LATORY BOARDS SHALL RECEIVE COMPENSATION

EQUIVALENT TO AT LEAST ONE SALARY GRADE

LOWER THAN THE SALARY GRADE OF THE COMMIS

SIONERS: PROVIDED, THAT THE CHAIRMAN OF THE

REGULATORY BOARD SHALL RECEIVE A MONTHLY

COMPENSATION TWO STEPS HIGHER THAN THE MEM

BERS OF THE BOARD AND: PROVIDED, FURTHER, THAT

THEY SHALL BE ENTITLED TO OTHER ALLOWANCES

AND BENEFITS PROVIDED UNDER EXISTING LAWS.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer (Sen. Flav i cr]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on?

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The Maj or i ty

Leader i s recogn i zed.

Sena t or Dril on. Jus t a clar i fi ca t i on. The presen t prov i 

s i on, Mr. Pres i dent , says salary grade 28. What w ill be t he salary
grade now, as proposed, i n t h i s sec t i on?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Salary grade 29 fo r t he Cha i rman.

Sena t or Dril on. Wha t i s t he salary grade fo r t he depart 

ment secre t ary ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Salary grade 31, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Dril on. And t he comm i ss i oners w i ll rece i ve…

Sena t or Cose t eng. Salary grade 30, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Dr il on. And t he cha i rs o f t he d i ff eren t regulat ory
boards w i ll rece i ve salary grade 29. Is t hat correc t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Two s t eps h i gher t han t he members,

Mr. Pres i den t , wh i ch i s salary grade 28.

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i dent , may we have a clari fi ca t i on

and s t art fr om t he t op.

The cha i rman w ill rece i ve Salary Grade 31.

The assoc i at e comm i ss i oners or however th ey are called

now w ill rece i ve Salary Grade 30.

The cha i rs o f t he d i ff eren t Pro fess i onal Regula t ory Boards,

at what level w i ll t hey be?

Sena t or Cose t eng. The execu t i ve d i rec t or, wh i ch i s now

ass i s t an t comm i ss i oner, w ill rece i ve Salary Grade 29.

Sena t or Dril on. We are t alk i ng here abou t t he members

o f t he Pro fess i onal Regulat ory Board.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes. I t i s lower, Mr. Pres i den t. They
w i ll be rece i v i ng Salary Grade 28.

Sena t or Dril on. Bu t i t says here "One salary grade level

t han t hat o f t he comm i ss i oner." If t he comm i ss i oner rece i ves

Salary Grade 30, t hey w i ll now rece i ve Salary Grade 29.

Sena t or Cose t eng. I t i s a correc t i on, Mr. Pres i den t.

Ins t ead o f one, i t should be two.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. So i t should be

Salary Grade 28.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena t or Dril on. I move t ha t we suspend t he sess i on fo r

one m i nu te, Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on i s

suspended fo r one m i nu t e, i f t here i s no obj ec t i on. [There was

none.]

! t was 5: 16p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

Al 5:26p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.
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The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on i s

resumed.

Sena t or Cose t eng. In Sec t i on 9 o f t he b ill , page 15,

dele t e all prov i s i ons fo und i n l i ne 24 up t o and i nclud i ng li ne 31,

and i n li eu t hereo f , i nse rt t he fo llow i ng prov i s i ons, because i t
has been cl ari fi ed ear li er by t he PRC Cha i rman. We recogn i ze

an error wh i ch we would li ke t o po i n t ou t be fo re t he

Chamber. Sec t i on 9 w ill now read: THE MEMBERS OF

THE PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY BOARDS SHALL

RECEIVE COMPENSATION EQUIVALENT TO, AT

LEAST, TWO SALARY GRADES LOWER THAN THE

SALARY GRADE OF THE COMMISSIONERS: PROVIDED,

THAT THE CHAIRMAN OF THE REGULATORY

BOARD SHALL RECEIVE A MONTHLY COMPENSA

TION OF TWO STEPS HIGHER THAN THE MEMBERS

OF THE BOARD AND: PROVIDED FURTHER, THAT

THEY SHALL BE ENTITLED TO OTHER ALLOW

ANCES AND BENEFITS PROVIDED UNDER EXISTING

LAWS.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer (Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? Yes, Maj or i ty Leader.

Sena t or Dr il on. In pla i n language, t he Cha i r o f t he

Regulat ory Boards w ill have t he same sal ary as t he comm i ss i on

ers, i s t ha t wha t i t i s?

Sena t or Cose t eng. No, I t h i nk we are con fu s i ng t he s t eps

and t he gr ade. They belong t o t he same grade, bu t w i t h i n t he

grade, t here are seven s t eps.

Sena t or Dr il on. May we have t he amoun t s i nd i ca t ed so t ha t
we w i ll know wha t we are t alk i ng abou t ?

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Can t ha t be made

ava i lable, Madam Sponsor?

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , I move t ha t we suspend t he

sess i on fo r one m i nu t e.

The Pres i d i n g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Sil ence} There be i ng none, t he sess i on i s suspended

fo r one m i nu t e.

! tw as 5:28p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 5:30p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.
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The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess i on i s
resumed.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres i den t , t he Cha i nnan o f t he

PRC has subm i tt ed only es t i ma t es because t he o ffi cer i n charge

o f personnel i s no t presen t i n t he Hall t oday .

May I reques t t ha t t hey be gi ven un t il t omorrow t o subm i t t he

de t a il s o f t ha t part i cular prov i s i on.

Sena t or Dr il on. So, we w ill de fe r t he ac t i on on t h i s.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. So, we shall defe r

t he ac t i on on Sec t i on 9. Meanwh i le, please proceed t o t he oth er

sec t i ons.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 16, Sec t i on 12, li ne 24, dele t e
t he word "SEVENTY" and t he word "FIVE" i n l i ne 25 and i n li eu

t hereo f , i nse rt t he word FIFTY, fo r t he cons i derat i on o f t he

Chamber.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Sil ence} There be i ng none, th e amendmen t i s
approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 16, li ne 27, dele t e th e words

"UNDER SECTION 6 (h) HEREOF" and i n li eu t hereo f , i nse rt
t he fo llow i ng: FROM SUCCESSFUL EXAMINEES WHICH

SHALL BE USED BY THE CONCERNED REGULATORY

BOARDS IN CONNECTION WITH THE HOLDING OF·

THEIR MASS OATHTAKING CEREMONY SUB JECT TO

THE USUAL ACCOUNTING AND AUDITING REGULA

TIONS.

The Pres i d i n g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Sil ence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s
approved.

Sena t or Cose t en g. On page 18, Sec t i on 13, between l i nes

24 and 25, we have two new sec t i ons t o be known as Sec ti on 14

and Sec t i on 15.

SECTION 14. TRANSITORY PROVISION. THE

INCUMBENT COMMISSIONER AND THE TWO

INCUMBENT ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONERS SHALL

SERVE AS CHAIRMAN AND COMMISSIONERS,

RESPECTIVELY, UNDER THE TERMS FOR WHICH

THEY HAVE BEEN APPOINTED WITHOUT NEED OF

NEW APPOINTMENTS. THE INCUMBENT EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR SHALL LIKEWISE SERVE AS AN ASSISTANT

COMMISSIONER WITHOUT NEED OF A NEW

APPOINTMENT.
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The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec ti on t o the i nclus i onofanewsect i on? [Sil ence] There be i ng
none, the amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. SECTION 15. IMPLEMENTING

RULES AND REGULATIONS. WITHIN NINETY (90)

DAYS AFTER THE APPROVAL OF THIS ACT, THE

PROFESSIONAL REGULATION COMMISSION, IN

CONSULTATION WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF

THE VARIOUS PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY

BOARDS AND ACCREDITED PROFESSIONAL ORGANI

ZATIONS, THE DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND

MANAGEMENT, THE COMMISSION ON AUDIT AND

THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION SHALL

PREPARE AND PROMULGATE THE NECESSARY

RULES AND REGULATIONS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT

THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on t o t he i nclus i on o fa new Sect i on 15? [Si lence] There

be i ng none, t he amendment i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. If we may renumber Sec ti ons 14, 15

and 16, th i s would now resul t i n Sec t i on 14 be i ng 16; Secti on 15

be i ng 17; and Sect i on 16 be i ng Sec t i on 18, respec t i vely .

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any
obj ec t i on? [Sil ence} There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s
approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. If we may add, Mr. Pres i dent , a new

sec t i on under Repeali ng Clause.

The prov i s i ons o f Republ i c Ac t 546, PRESIDENTIAL

DECREE NO. 223, AS AMENDED, NO. 4, ARTICLE 16 OF

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7722, REPUBLIC ACT 5181 AND

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 266, SERIES OF 1995, are hereby
repealed, AND ALL OTHER LAWS AND DECREES

INCONSISTENT WITH THIS ACT ARE LIKEWISE

REPEALED ACCORDINGLY.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. In o t her words, we

added Execut i ve Order No. 266, se ri es o f 1995.

Is t here any obj ec t i on t o t he mo t i on?

Sena t or Dril on. Clari fi cat i on. What does t hat law pert a i n
to , Mr. Pres i den t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Th i s repeals Execu t i ve Order No. 266

wh i ch makes t he con ti nu i ng pro fess i onal educat i on a prerequ i 
s it e t o t he renewal o f t he i r l i censes.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. So i t i s fo r cons i s

t ency then. Is t here any obj ect i on? [Sil ence] There be i ng none,

the amendment i s approved.

Does that end the comm i tt ee amendments ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i dent. So we w ill j ust
cont i nue w i th t he pend i ng prov i s i ons that s t ill have t o be fl eshed

out , based on t he reques t of the M i no ri ty Leader and t he Maj ori ty
Leader.

MOTION OF SENATOR DRILON

(The Secret ary t o Prepare Clean Copy of S. No. 1271)

Sena t or Dril on. Mr. Pres i den t , may we ask the Secretary
t o now prepare a rev i sed vers i on o f t he b ill con ta i n i ng the

comm i tt ee amendment s so that we w i ll proceed wi t h thepe ri od of
i nd i v i dual amendments . We w i sh t o emphas i ze that we sus

pended t he Rules t o allow t hese amendmen t s t o be i nsert ed even

i f t echn i cally , t hese cannot be anymore comm i tt ee amendmen ts .
But s i nce i t has been approved by t he Body, then we would d i rect
t he Secret ary t o prepare a clean copy o f Senat e B ill No. 127 1.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The Secre tari at i s
d i rect ed t o prepare a clean copy of Senat e B ill No. 1271 fo r

perusal and rev i ew of t he Chamber.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION S. NO. 1271

Sena t or Dr il on. W i t h t hat , Mr. Pres i dent , I move t ha t we

suspend cons i derat i on o f Senat e B i ll No. 1271.

Jus t t o clari fy , t he clean copy w i ll now show i n bold lett ers the

comm i tt ee amendmen t s i n tr oduced on t he Floor t oday as the

work i ng dra f t fo r purposes o f t he per i od o f i nd i v i dual

amendment s.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i cr]. W i t h t ha t
unders tand i ng, t here i s a mo t i on t o suspend cons i dera t i on o f
Senat e B ill No. 1271 under Comm i t t ee Report No. 25.

Is t here any obj ec t i on? [Si lence] There be i ng none, the

mo t i on i s approved.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , I move t hat we suspend the

sess i on fo r one m i nu t e.

The Pres i den t. Is t here any obj ec t i on? [Si lence} There

be i ng none, the sess i on i s suspended fo r one m i nut e.

!t was 5:37p.m.
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RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 5:42 p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The sess io n 1s

resumed.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav ie r]. Sena t or Cose t eng
i s recogn iz ed.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Mr. Pres ide n t , t he o t her comm i tte e

amendmen t s …

Sena t or Dr il on. Be fo re t ha t , Mr. Pres i den t , we have

already suspended cons id era t i on o f t he measure. Does t he lady
sena to r w is h to recons id er and reopen t he peri od o f comm i tte e

amendmen t s aga in ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t. It was an over

s i ght on th e part o f t he Cha ir . May I ask t ha t th e peri od o f
amendmen t s be reopened.

Sena t or Dr il on. Tha t we resume cons i dera t io n o f t he b i ll,
because we have j us t suspended i ts cons i dera t io n.

BILL ON SECOND READING

S. No. 1271--Pro f ess i onal Regula t i on

Comm i ss i on Ac t
(Con t i nua t i on)

M r. Pres i den t , I move t ha t we resume cons id era t io n o f
Sena t e B ill No. 1271 as repo rt ed ou t under Comm i tt ee Repo rt
No.25.

The Pres i d i n g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav ie r]. Is th ere any
obj ec t ion ? [S il ence] There be in g none, resumpti on o f cons id 

era t i on o f Senate B i ll No. 1271 is now in order.

Sena t or Dr il on. We are i n th e per i od o f comm i tte e

amendmen t s.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, M r. Pres ide n t.

On page 3, Sec t i on 6 (a), t he prov is io n o f Pres i den t ia l Decree

No. 223 on adm in is t ra t i on, im plemen t a t i on and en fo rcemen t o f
regula t o ry po li c i es wh ic h th is b i ll seeks t o amend has now been

amended t o read:

a) TO ADMINISTER, IMPLEMENT AND ENFORCE
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THE REGULATORY POLICIES OF THE NATIONAL

GOVERNMENT WITH RESPECT TO THE REGULATION

AND LICENSING OF THE VARIOUS PROFESSIONS AND

OCCUPATIONS AND UNDER ITS JURISDICTION

INCLUDE THE ENHANCEMENT AND MAINTENANCE

OF PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS

AND ETHICS AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE RULES

AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE THERETO.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav ie r]. Tha t is go i ng t o be

fo und on wha t li ne, please? The sponsor is in se rt in g th a t on wha t
l ine ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 3, li nes 10 to 20, Sec t ion 6 (a),

M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Yes, t he Cha ir

go t i t.

Sena t or Dril on. Mr. Pres i den t , clari fi ca t i on.

The Pres i d in g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The Maj o ri ty

Leader is recogn iz ed.

Sena t or Dr il on. Mr. Pres i den t , in l i ne I 0, t he phrase

"[adm i n is t er, i mplemen t and en fo rce]" are in b racke ts . W i t h t he

proposed comm i ttee amendmen t , are we remov i ng the bracke t s

and re i ns t a t i ng the phrase "adm in is t er, im plemen t and en fo rce"?

Sena t or Cose t eng. Yes, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Dr il on. So t ha t Sec t i on 6 (a), l i nes IO to 21 w ill now

read as proposed by t he sponsor, wh i ch amendmen t is fo und on

page 1 o f t he comm i tte e repo rt under No. I.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s correc t , Mr. Pres id en t.

The Pres i d i n g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. W i t h th a t

unders t and i ng, i s th ere any obj ec t i on to t he amendmen t ?

[Sil ence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t is approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 7, Sec t i on 6( i ) , l in e 11, dele te
t he word"INDIVIDUALS" between th e words "OF" and " fo r' 'and

in l ieu t hereo f , i nse rt t he words LICENSED PROFESSIONALS;.

The Pres i d in g O f fi cer [Sen. Flav ie r]. Is t here any
obj ec t io n? [Si lence} There be in g none, th e amendmen t is
approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 11, Sec t io n 6, in se rt the

fo llow in gparagr aph t o subsec t i on (u): TO ADOPT AND INSTI

TUTE A COMPREHENSIVE RA TING SYSTEM FOR UNI-
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VERSITIES, COLLEGES AND TRAINING INSTITUTES

BASED ON THE PASSING RATIO AND OVERALL PER

FORMANCE OF STUDENTS IN BOARD EXAMINATIONS.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. That w i ll be i n

subsec t i on (u), li ne 25. I am look i ng a t page 11, l i ne 25, sub

sec t i on (u).

Sena t or Cose t eng. Between subsec t i ons ( t ) and (u), t o

read as Sec t i on (u) and subsec t i on (u) even tually becomes sub

sec t i on (V), M r. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. So wha t t he

sponsor read w i ll be fo und a ft er l i ne 24.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s correc t , Mr. Pres i den t.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any

obj ec t i on? [Si lence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s

approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Subsec t i on (u) w i ll now become

subsec t i on (V).

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any

obj ec t i on? [Si lence] There be i ng none, t he amendmen t i s

approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. On page 12, l i ne 17, dele t e t he words

"LEGAL OFFICERS AND/ORAITORNEYS"and i n l i eu th ereo f,

i nse rt t he words LEGAL AFFAIRS OFFICERS.

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t.

Chamber so t hat dur i ng t he per i od o f i nd i v i dual amendmen t s, we

w i ll now have as a work i ngdra ft Sena t e B i ll No. 1271, as amended

by t he comm i tt ee.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The d i rec t i on t o

t he Secre t ari a t fo r a clean copy o f t he b i ll i s re i t era t ed.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION S. NO. 1271

Sena t or Dril on. I move t hat we suspend cons i derat i on o f

Senat e B i ll No. 127 l.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer (Sen. Flav i er]. Is t here any

obj ec t i on? [Si lence] There be i ng none, t he mo t i on i s approved.

Sena t or Dr i lon. May we now ask t he Secre t ary t o

d i s tr i bu t e copi es o f t he Journal o f t he prev i ous sess i on.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer (Sen. Flav i er]. The Secre t ar i at

i s so d i rec ted.

MOTION OF SENATOR DRILON

(To De f er Approval o f t he Prev i ous Journa l)

Sena t or Dr il on. However, I move t hat we de fe r t he

approval o f t h i s Journal t omorrow.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. There i s a mo t i on

t o de fer approval o f t he Journal un t i l t omorrow. Is t here any

obj ec t i on? [Si lence] There be i ng none, t he mo t i on i s approved.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. The Maj or i t y The sess i on i s suspended, i f t here i s no obj ec t i on. [There

Leader i s recogn i zed. was none.}

Sena t or Dr il on. May we know t he d i ff erence, M r. Pres

i den t ?

Sena t or Cose t eng. There i s a new o ffi ce i n t he PRC

called Legal A ff a i rs O ffi ce. I t i s j us t a matt er o f nam i ng t he

members o f t ha t d i v i s i on a ft er t he name o f t he i r o ffi ce.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i er]. W i t h t hat expla

na t i on, i s th ere any obj ec t i on? [Si lence} There be i ng none, t he

amendmen t i s approved.

Sena t or Cose t eng. Tha t i s all, Mr. Pres i den t.

Sena t or Dril on. Be fo re we move t o suspend cons i der

a t i on o f t he measure, may we ask once more t he Secre t ary t o

prepare a clean copy o f Sena t e B i ll No. 1271 con t a i n i ng t he

amendmen t s i nse rt ed by t he comm i tt ee and approved by t he

! t was 5:50p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 5:55p.m., t he sess i on was resumed.

The Pres i d i ng O ffi cer [Sen. Flav i cr]. The sess i on i s

resumed.

The Maj or i t y Leader i s recogn i zed.

BILL ON SECOND READING

S. No. 1621--Amend i ng t he Energy Ac t o f 1992

(Con t i nua t i on)

Sena t or Dr il on. M r. Pres i den t , I move t ha t we resume
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