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Begun and held in Me tro Man ila, on Monday the 1wcn t y-s ix tl1 day of July ,
n ine teen hundred and n ine t y three.
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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
CONGRESSIONAL, Cln'AND MUNICIPAL LIBRARIES
AND BA霾GAY READING CENTERS THROUGHOUT
THE PHTJ_IPPINES, APPROPRJATING Tl正NECESSARY
FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be ir enacred by the Sena te and House of Represen ta t fres of
Ph il ipp ines in Congress assembled:

lhc

SECTION 1. Dcclara! ion of Pol icy. - I t is hereby declared the
na t ional pol icy to promo te the moral and i ntellec tual well-be ing o f the
people; eleva te the l i teracy level o fevc r;,1Fil i p ino Lo the end tha t ill i teracy
is crad icaled by thc end o f lhc ccnIU乃':and recogn ize the v i!al role of
knowledge and in forma t ion in na t ion-bu ild ing by estab lish ing publ ic
I ibrJ.百es in every congress ional d is t ric t , c i t y and mun ic i pal i1 y , and
read ing cen ters in every barangay throughou t the Ph il i pp ines.

SEC. 2. Establishmen t of痄blic Libraries and Reading Cenlers.
- The Na t ional L ibrary in coord ina t ion w i th the Departmen t of the
In te rior and Local Governmen t (DILG) shall undertake the es tabl ishmen!
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2
ofadd i t ional publ icl ibraries lOscrveallcongrcss ionald islriclS,c i t iesand
mun ic ipal il ies m lhe Ph ihpp ines and rcad ing cemers in every barang.ay
excep t in c i t iesormun ic ipal i t ics whcre lhere are ex ist ing publ ic l ibrarIes
or in barangays where there arcex isl ing rcading cenlCrs: Prorided, Tha t
lhe es tabl ishmentofsuch l ibrar ics and read ing cen ters shall be based.on
the developmen t program oflhc Nal ional L ibrary , in coordmauon WI th
the developmentcounc il ofcach c i t y or mun ic ipal i ty and in lhe case of

the bar如g;y reading cen ters. in coord inal ion w i th the respe_c t ive ~aran.~ay
~o-u~c i is:~P;·o1·idedJ11rther 、Tha t where these public l ibraries and read i ~ g

cen ters alreadv ex i;t . the Na t ional L ibrary sh:}_11 cont inu e! to upgrade the
fac i li t ies thereo f.

The Na t ional Library shall con t inue to coord ina te and organ ize
semin扛s. workshops and o ther tra in ings for the pro fess ional bene fi t o f

l ibrarians.

SEC. 3. Role of the Na1 io11al Libra叮. - The Na t ional L ibrary shall
prov ide the s tand工d se t o f referenee books and o ther ma ter_ials such ~s.
bu t not l im i ted to. encycloped ias. d ic t ionaries. maps and globes upon the
es t :ibl ishmen t o f the l ibr :ir ies.'Thc Na t ional L ibrary shall con t inue lo
supply 1he publ ic l ibraries w i th o ther books. non-book ma te rial~, eq~_i p ­
rn~1~l.- supp.l ies and o ther appropria te and relevan t re ference and _read ing
ma terial;: taking in to cons idera t ion the needs o f the commun i t y con­
cerned.

SEC. 4. S i te. - The es tabl ishmen t o f the publ ic libraries and
read in g cen ters sha ll'be an in te gral part o f the developme nt plan o「each
toc :il g-ovcrnmcn t un i t: Pro1·ided. Tha t bar :.ingays shall prov ide the s i te
for barangay read ing cen ters.

SEC. 5. Period of/mpleme111a1 io11. -The overall na t ional plan o f
implemen ta t ion shall cover in i t ially a period o f five (5) years: Provided,
Th~l those congress ional d is tr ic ts . c i t ies and mun ic ipal i t ies w i th no
ex is t ing publ ic l ib面ies, as well as barangays s i tua ted in remote, isola ted
and rural are述 , shall have prior i t y in the alloca t ion of resources.

W i th in one hundred twen t y (120) days from the effec t iv i ty of th is
Ac t , the Na t ional L ibrary , in consul ta t ion w i th the DILG, theDepartme nt
of Public Wor尥and H ighways (DPWH) and the d i fferen t local govern­
me nt un i ts, shall come ou t w i th the l is t of priori ty areas 、 taking in to
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accoun t the comm i tmen t of the local governmen t un i ts in the establ ish­

, ment and main tenance of public libraries and barangay reading centers.

SEC. 6. Funct ions~户he Public Libraries andBarangay Reading
Centers. - The· publ ic l ibraries and barangay read ing cen ters shall have
the following fun_ctions:

a) to make available to the members of the commun i ty reading
materials of wide a盯ay , includ ing reading ma terials prescribed by the
Departmen t ofEduca t ion, Cu lture and Sports , and na tional newspapers
of general circula t ion and others;

b) to be used as a venue for audio-visual presen匕订 ion in (hc
commun i t y and o ther kinds of exhib i tions and ac t ivi t ies aimed ar
increas ing the l i teracy ra1e by governmen t agencies, non-governmenraJ

organ iza1 ions or priva te enti t ies in the d issem ina t ion of infom1a1 ion of
general i nteres t ; and

c) to offer such o ther rela ted services in furlherancc of th is Ac t.

SEC. 7. Appropriations. - The amoun t necessary to carry ou t the
provisions of I h is Ac t shall be included in 小e General Appropria t ionsAc t
of the year follow ing i ts enac tmen t in to law and for the nex t five (5) years:
thereafter, the local governmen t un i ts shall undenake !he ma in ten :ince of
publ ic l ibraries and reading centers while the Na t ional Library shall
con t inue to provide read ing ma terials and suppl ies to the sa id l ibra百es
and read ing cen ters.
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SEC. 8. Submission ofReports. - Wi th in n ine ty (90) days from the
approval of th is Act , and at the end of every calendar year therea fter, the
Director of the Na t ional Library shall subm i t progress repo还 to each
House of Congress on the implementa tion of th is Act.

SEC. 9. Rules andRegulat ions. - Wi th in s ix ty (60) days from the
approval o f th is Ac t , theNa t ional L ibrary , in coord ina t ion w i th the DILG
and the Ph il i pp ine Informat ion Agency (PIA), shall promulga te the
implemen t ing rules and regula t ions.

SEC. 10. Repealing Clause. - All acts , pres ident ial decrees,
execu t ive orders and issuances inconsistent w i th th is Ac t are hereby
repealed or amended accordingly . ．
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SEC. I I. Separabilil) · Clause. - If any prov is ion o f th is Ac t is
declared uncons t i tu1 ional or inopera1 ive, the o ther prov is ions no t so
declared shall rem ain in force and e ffec t.

SEC. 12. Effecririry Clause. - Th is Ac t shall I收e e ffec t fi fteen
(15) days a fter publ ica t ion in a newspaper o f genera.I c ircula t ion.

A pproved,

OSE DE VE!'.!ECI吆 JR.
Speaker~户he /-louse
ofReprese11ra1 i,·es

三／：
Th is Ac t. wh ich is :1 consol ida t ion o f Sen :i te B ill No. 925 and

House B ill No. 12387, was [jnall y passed by the Sena te and the House
o f Represen ta t ives on June l, 1994.
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已～兄卢
CAMILO L. SABIO
Secre tary General

Housc oJReprcsC/1/a t iYCS

Approved: 17 JUNE 1994

EDGARDOE.
Secre tary of I氏佥11a te

LV.RA
Pres iden t of the Ph il ipp ines
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