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MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2000 * whatever verdict we may arrive at collectively, for it is

- . " in grace that understandingis achieved, it is in courage * -
OPENING OFTHE SESSION S that honor is fostered, it is in truth that we are set’
o ' © free, and it is through wisdom that we can come to do
- At10: 18a m., theSenatePreszdent Hon AquzlmoQ szentel . Your will. .
‘Jr called the session o order. ‘ '
' _Amen.
The President. The 43rd session of the Senate in the Third -~ =~ - R AR oo :
Regular Session of the Eleventh Congress is hereby called to . The Presrdent Thank you, Senator Tatad

order.

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Sen Francisco S. Tatad w111 read the prayer by Sen Teresa CoLitoe .
Aqumo-Oreta ’ 2 ' o k Everybody remamed standmg Sor the singing - of the

tional .anth
After the prayer, the Unrversrty of the East Chorale will lead national anthem.

usinthe singing of the national anthem. The choirwillalsorender " ThePresident. Wé w oul d hke tdthank the Umversityofthe
, another song, entitled Gumzsmg ' ' East Chorale for their fine renditlon of the song Gumzsmg and also
Senator Tatad ThlS isa prayer prepared by Sen Teresa for the natronal anthem ' "
Aquino-Oreta. ' Thank you very much. »
Evetybody rose for the prayer o . » _. o ROLLC ALL .
PRA The Secretary will please calltheroll.
' SenatorTatad.' The Secretary, readmg :
Almighty God, ‘ ; Senator Teresa Aqumo-Oreta ST Present*
. . ' . C ; : o o ke
We lift our hearts to You in praiseand thanksgiving : S::::g; ggg:f;f:;{::;i srmmmmm——— e ?:‘;ss::

Senator Renato L. Compaiiero Cayetano ... Present*

We realize that in servmg the interests of our
people, we are, m fact servmg Your mterest

We realizetoo that feware calleduponto serve You
in this way, and thatitis our responsrbility to llve upto. -
Your expectanons

Inspire us to " treasure Your blessings as we go
about the work that our people have seen fit to entrust :
to us.’

Grant us a mind so clear that we may hear Your
voice and awillso resolute that we may act accordingly.

Gracious God, as we feel our way through | the, :
uncharted waters that lay before us, grant us the wisdom
to discern the truth from the arguments, evidence and

- testimonies to be presented before us, the humility to -
submit to this truth as our principles flow from our
perceptions of what is trie, the courage to™ stand up

~for our principles when we are finally called upon to'
_ render our Judgment ‘and fmally, the grace to respect

Senator Anna Dominique M.L. Coseteng ... Present*

-Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago ..: Present .
Senator FranklinM. Drilon ............c.ceecuees. Present
Senator Juan Ponce Enrile ........ ‘.\. ................ Present

- Senator Juan M. Flavier .......... veeiiiveenseneeneen . Present
Senator Teofisto T. Gumgona ... .... Present

Senator Gregorio B. Honasan ..........ceuvevee. Present
Senator Robert S. Jaworski .......... ... Present
Senator Loren B. Legarda-Leviste ..........:
Senator Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr ...............

The Presrdent cvestenens S 1 L

* Armrived after the roll call

** On official mission but arrived aﬁer the roll call
*** On account of illness

. Present*

. Present
Senator Blas F. Ople ....... reeivinnies PrESENE**
" Senator John Henry R. Osmefia ....... Present
Senator SergioR. Osmefialll .... ... Present*
SenatorRamonB. ReVilla........covrveesssssrrres Present* -
" Senator RaulS. ROCO i..v...iuussmiiississrinsionsss Present
Senator Vicente C. Sotto I1I ............c.c0ens... Present*
Senator Francisco S. Tatad Present -
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The Honorable Very truly yours
AQUILINOQ.PIMENTELJR.
President of the Senate (Sgd )ROBERTOP NAZARENO
. GSISFinancial Center Secretary General.

: Pasay City 1308 )

: Mr President:

.| have been dlrected to mform the Senate that the

House of Representatives on December 6, 2000 adopted
' House Concurrent Resolunon No. 52, entrtled

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION DECLARING THE

‘AMOUNT OF THIRTY MILLION PESOS
- .(P30,000,000.00) PROVIDED FOR IN THE

FISCAL YEAR 2000 GENERAL APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT (R.A. 8760)- AS SAVINGS TO

AUGMENT THE BUDGET OF BOTH HOUSES _

OFCONGRESS,

to which it requests the concurrence of the Senate.

; ‘ThePresrdmgOfﬁcer [Sen Enrrle] TotheArchlves o

Very trulyvyours, -

(Sgd )ROBERTOP NAZARENO
' SecretaryGeneral

* The Actmg Secretary [Atty Reyes]

The Honorable

December7 2000

AQUILINOQ. PIMENTELJR
President of the Senate

GSIS Financial Center -

Pasay Crty 13 08

: Mr Pre51dent

"1 havé been directed to inform the Senate that the -

- House of Representativeson December 6,2000 concurred
with Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 32, entitled.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION DECLARING THE

7%

AMOUNT OF THIRTY MILLION PESOS

(P30,000,000.00) PROVIDED FOR IN"THE -
"-BUDGET OF THE SENATE UNDER THE

FISCAL YEAR 2000 GENERAL APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT (R. A. 8760) AS ‘SAVINGS TO
AUGMENT THE BUDGET OF BOTH HOUSES
OFCONGRESS.

The Presrdmg Officer [Sen Ennle] To the Archxves

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON 8. NO. 1946/H. NO. 8118
(Phrhppme QualrtyAward Act)

Senator Tatad. Mr. President, Imove that wenow constitute
the Senate panel to the Bicameral Conference Committee on the
drsagreemg provrsrons of Senate Bill No. 1946 and its House
counterpart For this purpose, I hereby nominate Sen. Ramon B.
Magsaysay Jr. as chairman; and as members, Senators Serge R.
Osmena III Gregorio B. Honasan and Juan M Flavier. .

* The Presiding Officer [Sen. Ennle] Isthere: any obJectlon" '
[Silence] There being none, the motion is approved '

. BILLON SECOND READING
“S.No.1734 —National Athletes, Coaches and Tramers
Benefits and Incentives Act of 1999

.. (Continuation)

Senator Tatad. Mr. President, I move that we resume

consideration of Senate Brl] No. 1734 as reported out under
' CommrtteeReportNo 69 :

The Presrdmg Officer [Sen. Enrile]' Isthere any objection?
[Silence] . There being none, resumptron of consideration of
Senate B111 No 1734 is now m order.

Senator Tatad. Mr.'President, we are still in the period of
interpellations Task that the sponsor, Sen. Robert S. Jaworski, be
recognized; and to interpellate, I ask that Sen. Miriam Defensor
Santiago be recognized.

‘ The Presiding Officer [Sen. 'Ennle] Senators’ Rohert S.
Jaworski and Mmam Defensor Santiago are both recogmzed

Senator Jaworskl Thank you, Mr. Presrdent

SenatorDefensor Santrago Thankyou, Mr Presrdent But
I prefer to be known on record as the Chair’s inaanak.

The Presrdmg Officer [Sen. Enrrle] My maanak

Senator Defensor Santlago Opo

The Presrdmg Officer [Sen Enrlle] My maanak my co-

’ counsel

SenatorDefensorSantrago Mr Prcsrdent wrllthe gentleman
yield, please? - . S
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Senator Jaworskr Yes Mr Presrdent

Senator Det‘ensor Santlago Thank you. I would like to go
sequentially through the pages of our present bill. ‘First, I would
like to refer to page 1, Sectlon 3,lines 10 and 14. '

SenatorJaworskr Allnght

SenatorDefensorSantrago Thlsdefmes“NatronalAth]etes” ‘

* and “National Coaches/Trainers”as Filipino citizens. May I
please inquire what is the definition of “Filipino citizens” in this

context? Doesthe bill refertoa natural-bom Frhplno cmzen who -

would then quahfy for its beneﬁts"

SenatorJaworskr Yes, and1tw1llbemaccordancewrthwhat
- is provrded for in our Constrtutlon Mr Presrdent

Senator Defensor Santlago The Constitution provrdes for
~ two kinds of citizens: the natural-born and the naturalized. ‘And
maybe, it might be useful for future purposes if we now make a
distinction between these two with reference to the context of our
i brll or, say, categoncally that we adopt both deﬁmtrons ‘

- In other words; the question is: When we make a definition

of who'is a “national athlete or who is a “national coach” or

“trainer” and i impose a requrrement that they should be Filipino
cifizens, do we mean that they can either be native natural-born
* and naturalized crtrze_ns, or only one of these two categones" ]

» Senator J. aworslti. Both, Mr. President.

SenatorDefensor Santrago Both. So“Frhpmo citizen” in our
. blll would refer to both natural-bom and naturallzed crtrzens"

" SenatorJ. awdrski. Yes, Mr. President.

~ Senator Defensor‘Santiago‘. Thank you.

will read

. SEC 6. RetzrementBenef Is. -Any natlonal athlete,. . -
coach ortrainer who has won achampionship as defined
under this Actshallreceivealump sumamount equivalent -
to twenty-five percent' (25%) -of his/her total cash -

_ incentives computed from the start of his active sports
career as a member of the natlonal training pool up to
the day of retirement from active competmon

1 have a series of questrons w1th respect to Sectron 6 that I
have justread. The first question is: What is the meaning of the
phrase “up to the day of retirement from active competition?” -

I will now go onto page 3, Sectron 6 hnes 18 t023 whrch I

+ + For example, suppose the national athlete retires from active
competition but subsequently.decides to return to represent the
country in international competitions, will that athlete receive
additional retirementbenefits, oris Sectron 6 mtended to be aone-
tlme benefit for athletes? LS : :

o I raise this question because some of the amateur athletes
retired from active competition but after one or more years, they
return to represent the country in international competrtrons

SenatorJaworskl Mr Prestdent Ithink, what shouldbe the
basic guideline here is, first, they qualify for the requirements of
the National Sports Association; which will then introduce their
qualification to benefits to our Philippine Olympic Committee or
to our Philippine Sports Commission; which will then determine
whether they are entitled to the benefits. So if they retire but then
requalify. for the possible participation in international meets,
then, I think, they ought to qualify for the benefits provided for.
However, ifand when they then retire, the commensurate benefits
in terms of cash will then be computed to whatever figures they
have earned in the event they have won m any of the international
competrtrons ’

Senator Defensor Santrago Just to clarrfy Do ‘we mean
therefore by this phrase in Section 6, “Up to the day of retirement

" from active competition,” the day of last retirement in the case of
_ athletes who may have had announced a prior retirement only to

come out from retirement and engage once more in active
competmon? So are you referrmg to the day of last retrrement?

Senator Jaworskl I guess that s very- 1mportant Mr.
Presrdent,,consrdenng that... Anyway this specific provision
cannot be abused, because there are standards: that must be

{acceptable wrth the specrﬁc sports.

Senator Dcfensor Santlago Smce among the gentleman’s
many distinctions is that he is considered a living legend in the
field of basketball, could he kindly educate me and our colleagues
why is there a-penchant among athletes for retiring and then
comingoutofretirementand engaginginactive competitiononce
more; and .then announcing possibly:a second. retirement or’

- possibly .even -a subsequent retrrement” Why does ‘this

phenomenon happen? -

+ Senator Jaworskl Mr. President, to the honorable senator,
I guess this is also like politics. /Laughter] There are politicians -
who believe that they can still be president even if they have lost

- three or four elections. And there are also athletes who have
_retired sometimes in the spirit of glory or in the spirit of shame but

deep within themselves that fire continues to burn and they

~want to either show the public that they have something or

nothmg left And SO they just try until ﬁna]ly nature takes 1ts
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own toll and either they can no longer move or they will have to
be moved from where they want to be. :

Senator Defensor Santiago. Mr. President, may I justarticu-
late, so far on an unexpressed inquiry on the part of the fans,
friends, and supporters of the distinguished sponsor. Does the
gentlemanintend oris the gentleman attracted to the phenomenon
of a retirement that is later on rescinded in favor of active
competition? In other words, is the living legend going to resume
the legend part II or is the gentleman detcnnmed to remain in
politics? :

Senator Jaworski. Mr. President, justlike the others,I would
like to say that I would only go back if there is better competition.
But I would rather stay in the Senate where there is more action.
Butkidding aside, I love the sports so much. I think I have done

my humble share for what the sport is today. But if given the .

opportunity to do some exhibition games for charity and all that,
I'would love to do that. And other than that, I would also be more
than willing to extend some time to my fellow legislators towards
physical fitness. .

Senator Defensor Santiago. Yes, ifthe gentlemanwillallow
me the indulgence of displaying this naked [Laughter] state of
inquisitiveness, may I inquire from the distinguished sponsor
which of the 24 incumbent senators today would most likely
constitute attractive competition in basketball sufficient to
encourage the sponsortoreturnto his old occupation? [Laughter]

Senator Jaworski. [know thatwe havealotofshooters; we
have a lot of dribblers, but I think we have a very good assist man
in the person of Senator Flavier, who used to be a center during
his younger days. [Laughter]

Senator Defensor Santiago. wallnowtumtopage3 Sectlon

.7,1lines 24 to 27. I will read:

SEC. 7. Cash Incentives. - Filipino athletes who
have brought honor and prestige to the country by
winning gold, silver and bronze medais in the World
-Olympics, Southeast Asian Games (SEAG), Asian and
other World Championship Games shall be entitled to
cash awards in the following amounts:

My first question is: Does this provision mean that there is
a uniform cash incentive even conmdermg that Olympic games,

Asian games, Southeast:Asian games as weéll as other world

competitions are evidently distinct categories? In other words,
would it not be better to give the national athletes cash incentives
depending upon the level of competition so as not to demoralize
other athletes who are competing for Olympic games or other
~ world competitions?

- 798

Please allow me to elucidate. Since the Philippines joined the
Olympicsin 1924, noFilipinohas ever wonagold medal. Inboxing,
two fighters came close—Featherweight Anthony Villanueva in
1964 and Light Flyweight Mansueto “Onyok”Velasco in 1996, but
they lost and settled for silver medals.

Let me give an example in the form of a chart. Let us look at

the category of Olympic games. Itisheld every fouryears. Letus

compare it with the Southeast Asian Games. Whereas Olympic

_games are held every four years, Southeast Asian Games are held

every two years. Whereas for the Olympic games, training takes
four years; for Southeast Asian Games, they take two years. And
whereas for Olympic games, there is an international qualifying
competition; for Southeast Asian Games, there is no international
qualifying competmon

Soinviewofthese examples, would itstill be preferableto give
just a uniform cash incentive for all athletes regardless of the
category of the international competition they are entered in?

Senator Jaworski. Mr. President, the observation of thelady
senator is very correct. There must be a distinction especiaily in
the incentives. However, first, this representation would agree
that as far as the Southeast Asian Games® athletes are concerned,
thereshouldbe avery mmlmal ifwecancallit,incentive. Butwhen

- itcomes to the Asian Games considering that the greater number

ofpeoplearein this part of the region, I honestlybeheve thatifwe
could give the same incentive for the Asian winners with the
Olympic winners, itwould be of equal importance. Thatls thebasic
thought.

Senator Defensor Santiago. In the light of that response,
would it be desirable to maintain a list of world championship
games competition in which would qualify the athletes for the
benefits of our bill? Should we not have a list?

F oréxample, whathappensifaFilipinocompeteinaprestigious
international competition joined by the best players of the world

~ but that international competition is not considered a world

championship game? Iam thinking primarily of somethinglikethe
U.S. Amateur Ladies Golf Championship whichis considered the
most prestigious golf crown for women. Will aFilipina who joins
this competition and wins be entitled to the cash mcentlves under
this bill?

Senator Jaworski. Mr. President, it will be covered by a
specific heading and we will incorporate that in the committee
amendments as advised by the dlstmgulshed lady senator.

Senator Defensor Santxago Thank you Mr. President.

Let me now proceed to page 4, Sectlon 8,lines9to 15,and I
willread:
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SEC.8. Qualifications for Winning Athletes.- Only
athletes duly registered with ‘the Philippine Sports
Commissionas members of the National Sports Amateur
Training Pool, and those who have participated and won
in international competitions prior to the creation of the
Training PoolunderR.A. No. 6847 shall beentitled to the
incentives provided for in this Act: Provided, That

_ nothing herein shall prevent any Filipino athlete who
have brought honor and prestige to the country, as

" defined and stated under this Act, to claim any benefits
and/or incentives provided hereunder.

I have two questions about this provision. The first is: Does
the bill intend to cover both professional and amateur athletes?

Senator Jaworski. Mr. Pres1dent this onlyrefersto amateur
athletes

: Senator Defensor Santiago. Only amateur athletes.
Senator Jaworski. Yes, Mr. President.

Senator Defensor Santiago. The second component of the
same question is: What is the attitude of the bill with respect to
athletes who are already dead but who have brought honor and
prestige to the country? '

- Senator Jaworski. [ believe, Mr. President, that the families
w1ll have to enjoy some parts of the beneﬁts that we have.

SenatorDefensor Santiago.Is 1tthe contemplatxon of! thls bill
that it is not only the athlete personally who would be qualified to
apply forits beneﬁts butalso the athlete’s estate, if the athlete has
died? :

. Senator Jaworski. Mr. President, let us take the case of
scholarships. We would like to have this benefit extended to at
least the fourth degree of consanguinity.- R

Senator Defensor Santiago. To the fourth degree of
consanguinity. : .

SenatorJaworski.Yes,Mr.Presideynt.v c

Senator Defensor Santiago. My next question is: In case of
demonstration sports in the World Olympics, Southeast Asian
Games, Asean and other world championship games, are athletes
who participated and won included in the granting of cash
incentives? Iamparticularly thinking of the case of Arian Cerdefia
whowonthe gold medal inthe 1988 Seoul Olympicsin Seoul, South
Korea, but at that time bowling was a demonstration sport. She
won the gold medal there. So the question is, are these kinds of

champions in demonstration sports also contemplated by ourbill?

Senator Jaworski. Mr. President, I will be totally honest. I
think this is one subject that we missed butI feel that while wehave
another provision, I believe that we could then incorporate this
matter so that athletes'who performed and won in this category—
demonstration sports—-should quallfy for certain incentives.

Senator Defensor Santlago Yes, please. Thank you, Mr.
Presxdent

If the distinguished Senate Presidentwillallow me, mayI just '
askacollateral question. Does the distinguished sponsor consider
the marathon trial impeachmenthearings a series of demonstration

sport? For in that case, then the senator-judges might possibly. -

qualify for the granting of cash incentives. [Laughter]

I withdraw the question.” I will now go to page 4, Section 9,
lines 16to 21. I will read Section 9: :

SEC 9. ' Incentives for Coaches and Trainers. -
Coaches and trainers accredited with the Philippine
Sports Commission or any recognized international
coaches association shall also be entitled to cash awards
if they have personally trained and rendered service to -
the athletes at least one (1) year prior to and during the -
competition wherein the athletes, trained by said coaches
or trainers, won an award or awards. -The individual
athlete’s certification to this effect shall be in wrltmg

My question with respect to Section 9 is this: If during the
training the athlete has two coaches but the PSC for certain
pecuniary reasons sends only one coach, would both coaches be
entitled to cash incentives in the event that the athlete wins?

Senator Jaworski. Mr. President, I believe, it is only the
certified coach that will then deserve the incentive or the benefit.

Senator Defensor Santiago Only the certified coach? But
suppose both were certified but only one was able to travel? -

SenatorJ aworski Ifboth were cemﬁed bythe Olympxc body
and the sports association, then I believe that both of them will
then deserve whatever is the commensurate benefit.

: ScnatorbDefensor Santiago. Thank you.

My last questlon concerns page 5, Section 10, lines S to 7. I

will read

SEC. 10. Adjustment of Cash Incentives - Provided,
finally, That donations and gifts from private institutions
or groups shall be construed to be distinct and separate
from the cash incentives provided herein.
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© My question is:: What is the attitude of the bill with respect
- togifts given by public officials? Ifan athlete receives amonetary
gift froma public official, will that be deducted from the amount the
athlete is supposed to receive under this bil}? Iam thinking of the

common situation when the Pre51dent the Senate President, as -

well as the Speaker of the House, might give a cash award to an
athlete who has brought honor and prestige to our country

SenatorJaworskr Mr. Presrdent Ibelieve that these arenot :

_institutional incentives and, therefore, let it happen if it happens.
And let the awardee receive it then without necessanly bemg
deducted from what is due hlm by law." .

SenatorDefensor Santlago.That certainly makes it clearer.
Thank you very much, Mr. President, and I would like to express

my gratitudeas well tothe drstmgulshed sponsor forhis hospltalrty '

tomy mterpellatlon
SenatorJaworskr Thankyouverymuch too, Mr. Presrdent
SenatorTatad Mr Presrdent

The Presrdm g Ofﬁcer [Sen Enrlle] The Majonty Leader is
recogmzed

Senator Tatad. I asle that Senator Roco be recognized.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Enritej The.distinguished'

gentleman from Camarmes Sur, Sen. Raul S.Roco, isreco gmzed

Senator Roco If the gentleman would yreld Mr Pres1dent

The Presrdmg Ofﬁcer [Sen Enrlle] He may y1e1d if he s0

desrres
SenatorJaworskr Yes Mr Presrdent

Senator Roco.- Mr. President, I am' in agreementwith the
philosophy of the bill. There are two aspects I would want the
gentleman to comment on. -1 have never been by any chance an
athlete. WhenI finished high school,Iwasonly4'11” sothe school

hadtocreate a special category forall ofus whowere below 5'. We

werenotevenmidget. Ithink we were below the midget. We were
even below the category of Dr. Flavier. I do not know what they
callus. Butthey had tomake special games forus because we were
so small.. But I am under the impression, having watched it, that
it is the preparation that makes a good athlete. - And if there is
anything elsetobe added it 1s also more preparatnon W111 thatbe
correct? - T .

Senator J aworski. Yes,Mr. President. That isone of; t‘he.best :

observations I have heard in the Senate about sports. ...
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Senator Roco. ‘As in lawyers, there are no good lawyers or
bad lawyers. Thereare just lawyers who prepare and lawyers who
do not prepare e , D . ‘

Senator Jaworski Iwould agree Mr Presrdent

Senator Roco AndI would 1magme thls applles to basketball
football, volleyba]l or whatever

Senator Jaworski, ~Any sport, Mr. .}"refsiden_t‘.‘ B ‘: o

Senator Roco. Andthatis one of my small problems withthe
bill. The bill talks of incentives. They are posts. They are
1ncent1ves to natlonal coaches and national athletes. But there is
no provision here which strengthens the preparation.

SenatorJaworskl Mr Presrdent thrs is actually Justpart of
abiggerbill that this representation was proposing since last year.

" But considering the many happenings in the Phrlrppmes that are
- seemingly of greater 1mportance Butinthis specrﬁc bill, wealso

have some provisions which will be presented in the committee

amendments toward a certain enhancement ofthe daily allowances

and possible increase in even the monies for food and the like. -
Then, asIwas saying, this could be tackled more comprehensively
when we get into the mother bill which I believe is the ultimate
corrective measure to our very sick and dymg sports commumty

Senator Roco. Mr. President, that is precisely what Iwould
have wanted to suggest to our distinguished committee. That
instead of giving the awards, incentives, et cetera, there should
already be a provision here on amounts of money to be spent by

. the government on the preparation of our athletes. It is not only
‘on the preparation but also on the selection. It is the selection and -

preparation that are important for the athletic development. -

. - In Catanduanes, Mr. President.. .only because I see a lawyer

‘from Catanduanes at:the back, and' Senator Jaworski and the

Majority Leader are jumping up and down.

Imagine I saw Abebe Bikila in 1964 when we were young,

) ‘Abebe Bikilawas the postman who ran around Ethiopia. Ethiopia

atthattime was the poorest, and even now, among many countries
in Africa. But because he kept running up and down the hills of

" Ethiopia delivering letters, he became the champion marathon

runner for two Olympics. “ The people of Catanduanes who run
around the hills of Catanduanes, I am sure, can give Abebe Bikila
challenges. But we muist find them. We must find them and then
we must devote monetary resources to train them

U At thts juncture Sen Juan Ponce Enrile relmqutshed the
Chair to Sen Teresa Aqumo—Oreta .

Senator Jaworsk1 Madam Presrdent this is a very good
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observation. But, asIsaid eatlier, this s supposed tobeaddressed
by the Philippine Sports Authority bill that we are trying to push.

. ~ While seemingly, we have a certain amount of money being

pushed or directed towards sports development, we have some
problems specifically with the. sports structure itself, the
. organizational structure. Therefore, itisnotdefined asto what the

relationships of these sporting associations are with the govern- -
ment institutions supposed to handle sports with the Philippine -
Sports Commission. In the process, we have funding that goesto .

airconditioning and so many other very unwise directions that
are bemg undertaken by the leaders in that mdustry

, assure the honorable senator from the BlCOl region and the
. Philippines that this representation is going to push hard for the
passageofthatbill. Idonotknow when. But, first, wehavetostudy
the structure, otherwise, if we just incorporate the money in this
*_specific bill for national athletes’ incentives, I do not think it will
matter as yet. In due time, I would like to request the support of
the honorable gentleman so that the other bill could be passed
expeditiously. -. . : S

~ SenatorRoco. Ihave noproblem,Madam President, and we.

will try to help: But I still would ask the committee to put in two
sections here creatmg a specral fund for the selection RN

g

Agam when we were k1ds——1 am sorry to be refemng to the .
time, maybe because we are growing older now, we have to refer -

tothe time when we were ktds——we hadtorun. Everybody inclass,
“asIremember, from Grade I to Grade V, would compete as towho

was the fastest. So that then, the fastest in our elementary school.
would compete with the other fastest guysin the other elementary.

schools——we came from the private—so that then we had the Bicol

" Meet. So we have the fastest guys not only in athletics, but in -

Arithmetic orin pingpong. Everybody who wasthebestin school,
this was the selection process. And with very minimum amounts
because these are already part of the curriculum—the tuition fees

and these are already supported—so we canreally have selection.

Imagine, we have 75.4 million population right now,according to

" the National Statistics Office, and of that population, 60 percent
are in school. So if a selection process can be instigated, then we
shall have the beginning of a good preparatron

But I would prefer that itis in thls blll rather than wa1t for a
mother bill because big bills, as 1 have learned in the Senate, are
“harder to approve. The Exhibit “A”, Madam President, isenergy,
whatever they call it now. It is very difficult. But if we put in a
“section here, aspecial fund for selection of athletes, a special fund

" fortraining of athletes, we have the bonuses, incentives, et cetera,

then we have the beginning of the selection and training process
that can already go along way towards the next Olymprcs

Senator Jaworskr Madam Presrdent we wrll do that 1 am

very. honored and really happy that we have a great lawyer who L ’
realizes the state of Phrhppme sports : S

~Letmejust add, Madam President. What we actually haveto '
do are a good number of things, including what the distinguished

gentleman has already said. The problem is, we have about 38

national sports associations and we do not even know how to
divide, let us say, P900 million or P1 billion as to what, as to how
much and then what'sports specrﬁcally to. push forth: for

international compet1t10ns

Therefore, as was saying earlier, we real]y have to deﬁne now
what we want to achieve. Is it a medal right away, or do we want
to strengthen the base for selection: which-is -through the
strengthening of physical education as an institution considering
that we have a greater number of people who are already set for
sports through the Physical Education subject? And then
ultimately, the out-of-school-youth. which. could.also be ‘
incorporated by a commumty-based program These areall that o

: we are trymg to envision.

e Now, the distinguished gentleman is talking of Abebe Bikila.

They only sent two or three athletes and they went home with two

.or three medals. But here, we send 100 athletes, 400 officials and

we go home witha lot of shopping bags. So itis actually deﬁmng

“our objectrve once and for all

Madam Pre31dent, we wrll do what the dlstmguished gentleman »
: sard and I hope that when the figures come out specrﬁcally forthis

purpose, the Body w1ll be here to support thrs endeavor

Senator Roco Thank you, Madam Presrdent for those

'observatrons But again, if the gentleman wrshes to address that
"problem, let us also put it here. B e

If we have so many -athletic. and-sports commissions ‘or
whatever and they are always quarreling, let us put a provision
here thatanybody who has been more than four years in the sports -
commission should be barred forever from the sports commission -
because, afterall, they have notshown any distinctive results. We
willnotabolish the commissions. We will justdisqualify everybody

" who has been around for more than four years because they have

nothing to show but failure. Then that solves the problem of the
distmgulshed gentleman , 8

.1 was in one of the drstmgulshed gentleman s commtttee
hearings and I appreciate his effort in trying to be nice and being

~ politic about them. But since they have not shown any results, let

us just mandate that we now have a selection even of the officers.
Sowe putitas part of the educational program. Everybody selects
the fastest runner, the fastest swimmer in their provinces orin their
regions or whatever. We also select the new trainors, et cetera, and
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wej ustput inthe repealing clause here to repeal all these laws that
. wedonot like.

Senator Jaworski. Madam President, I would loveto dothat.
But the problem is, a great number of our so righteous people are
hiding under the cloak of the Olympic movement. And therefore,
they say that nobody and nobody can ever touch them because
under the Olympic movement, they are the most righteous, they
are the mostnationalistic, et cetera. Andthisis where the problem
lies. So before one can even enter a sport association, he already
hasaproblem. -

That is the reason in the bill that we are proposing, there is a
memorandum of agreement with these private righteous groups
which say that if they do not perform et cetera then they do not
deserve any govemment fundmg

But still, Madam Presrdent, the distinguished gentleman is
correct. We do not .solve the problem of an embarrassing
representation.

Senator Roco. No. Selection and preparation are the two
thrusts, Madam- President, I am suggesting. . This Olympic
nghteousness

Now is the time, Madam President, to precisely remove all

these so-called Olympic officials. Because the Olympic itself
before the Australian Olympics were proven to be so incompetent,
transparent and they were favoring the relatives of the Olympic
officers. And even in the preparation for the...: Are we going to
China for the next Olympic? The choice of China, I thmk was...Is
itChina for2004 or Greece" :

SenatorJ aworski. No, Greece.

Senator Roco. I think China or Greece. Eventheselection of
the next site, Madam President, for the Olympic has been under
scrutiny and under tremendous criticism.

, So, now is the time to go against all these 'Olympic

. righteousness as the chairman would put it. ‘Again, we have
evidenceto show that this Olympic righteousness is fictitious and
fraudulent. Now is the time to hit them. Letusremove them from
the budget. Let us just put here, special accounts, special funds
for selection, special funds for preparation, plus incentives and
then we putherealso... Letus abolishalready what the gentleman
does not like. Tell me what he does not like—the basketball
commission. We abolish it. We put it in the repealing clause. 1
do not know what else he does not like. But let us remove it now
while the iron is hot.

Senator Jaworski. We appreciate the advice ofthe honorable
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senator and we will do our best to mcorporate it here and present
itto him for hlS guidance.

Senator Roco. I appreciate, Madam President, if the special
fund for selection, the special fund for preparation is there. Iwould
like to be a cosponsor or a coauthor of those sections. And if the

- gentleman tells me whoever he does not like, I will invent the

repealing clause so that we will repeal them out of his hair.
Thank you, Madam President.
Senator Jaworski. Thank you, Madam President.

SenatorTatad MadamPre51dent IaskthatSenatorSottobe :
recogmzed ’

The Pre51dmg Officer [Sen Aqumo-Oreta] Sen. Vlcente C.
Sotto Il isrecognized.

Senator Sotto. Thank you, Madam President. -

With the indulgence of our esteemed colleagues, just a
clarificatory question. Is this bill retroactive, Madam President? I
wantto know because I was a gold medalist in the Southeast Asian
Games in Malaysiain 1977, asilver medalistin the Asian Games
in 1978, and also abronze medalistin the Asian Games. ThenIwas
also the coach of the three-gold medal team in 1985 in Australia.
So, I'would like to know if I am qualified for this bill.

Senator Jaworski. This is a very good question, Madam
President. At present, we are trying to look at the Asian Games
winners, If we include the Southeast Asian Game winners, there

- are over a thousand of them. Butsince 1958 up to the present, we

have about 302 Asian Games winners, and this is what we are

. looking forward to extending this incentive. For the Southeast -

Asian Gaimes winners, | am sorry. The distinguished senatormay
justdeduct it from his earnings. Anyway, he has been wmmng in
the Asian Games :

Senator Sotto. In other words, it is retroactive.
-Senator Jaworski. Yes, itisretroactive.
- Senator Sotto. Up to what year?
Senator Jaworski. 1958. AsItold the gentleman, we have
302 winners. But we have to look back to those people who have .
done their share in representmg the country to the best of their

ability.

Senatdr Sotto. Thank you, Madam President. In that case, I
would just like to disclose that I will benefit from this bill. -



Monday, December 11, 2000

RECORD OF THE SENATE

Senator Tatad. Thatdoes notmeananintentiontoretire from

the Senate, Madam President. [Laughter]

Madam President, may I ask that Sen. Renato L. Compariero
Cayetano be recognized. . :

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Aquino- Oreta] Sen. RenatoL
Companero Cayetano is recogmzed

Senator Cayetano. Thank you, Madam President. Will the
kind sponsor answer some clarificatory questions?

Senator Jaworski. ‘Yes, Madam President, to the senator
from Michigan and the Philippines.

Senator Cayetano. 'Madam President, first of all, let me
congratulate one of the greatest athletes ever produced by the
counti'y‘and now a member of this august Chamber. Only the
gentleman from the sports world from Quezon City, Manila, and
the whole Philippines could think of such a noteworthy bill.
Certainly, we would like to congratulate him.

But let me ask first: How does an athlete get selected? I

understand there is a sports association that picks up track and

field, volleyball, basketball and swimming.

Senator Jaworski. There are about 38 of them, these national
sports associations.

Senator Cayetano Are they all mdependent in the sense
that... .

Senator Jaworski. They are very independent. But I just
want to caution ourdistinguished colleague that sometimes there
are two associations for one sport. That is how messy they are.

Senator Cayetano. Thatis my point, Madam President. Now
that our greatest athlete has hit the nail on the head, so to speak,
I am wondering, can we not go further on this bill and perhaps
create—ifthere is a need for one—or even abolish these different
sports associations which take care of the different athletes in the
Philippines who participate in Asian, regional, world and Olympic

championships? Because I notice that, indeed, sometimes there .

are two associations involved and they are quarreling. Of course,
- this affects the morale of the athletes.

More than that, Madam President, I recall that one of them,
Mr. Go Teng Kok, who was condemned by the Committee on
Justiceand recommended for prosecution is still very muchactive
in one of these sports associations. I cannot understand why such
an individual who has been recommended for prosecution by the
Chamber is still very much active. What kind of lesson can our
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young athletes get from these associations and assocxatlon
leaders? :

Senator Jaworski. Madam President, firstofall, myindulgence
tothe good senator. lamnot privy to facts relative to Go Teng Kok
or other officials as far as our Department of Justice is concerned.
But nevertheless, I can share with our distinguished colleague’s
concern about the characters of the people who lead the sports
associations. But let me just tell our distinguished co]]eague how
independent they are.

First, we have the International Olympics Committee that will
only accredit countries so that they can represent in the Olympic
movement or in the Olympic competition. Through that manner,
they elect their own representative fromaspecific country and this
iselected by the national sports associations thatare also accredited
by the Olympic movement. Therefore, they are extremely
independentand untouchable. Noteven the Depaxtment of Justice
can touch them.

Senator Cayetano. Does the distinguished sponsor mean
that when an association leader or head commits a crime, the

Department of Justice cannot prosecute this individual? -

Senator Jaworski. When it is a crime agamst anythmg

beyond the association, then maybe we can.

Senator Cayetanb. Beyond sports, am 1 correct, Madam
President? ‘

Senator Jaworski. But within the association, I donotknow
how we can, because the first thing they will say is, “Our
accreditation by the Olympics will be cancelled if you ever touch
us because that is going to be government intervention.” And so
we cannot look at their books, we cannot look at their expenses,
and ifthey donot want anybody to enterthelr fac111t1es no onecan
enter them

Senator Cayetano. Madam President, let me try to clarify.
This is really my fault. I do not understand—I do not play a lot of
athletic sports. But let me go into this orgamzatlon w1th the
indulgence of our good friend here '

So,wehave, letus say,theIntematnonalOlymplcsCommmee
SenatorJaworskl Yes Madam Presndent

SenatorCayetano AmIto understand that this International
Olympics Committee appoints different athletic associations in
the Philippines and accredits them? Or there is such a thing as a
Philippine Olympics Committee, am I correct?

Senator Jaworski. Yes, Mr. President.
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‘Senator Cayetano. So how does onerelate to the others? We
have the International Olympics Committee; we have the Philippine
.Olympics Committee; and we have the different associations.
MayIbe favored, Madam President, tobeprov:dedwnhaconcept
of therr relatronshlp with one another'7 ‘ o

Senator Jaworski The Olymprcs Commrttee has a

representatlve inthe Phlllppmes present]y, I beheve who is Mr.
Elizalde. S . : ;

SenatorCayetano Allnght

Senator J aworskl And then through Mr. Elrzalde he'is
supposed towatchoverthe Philippine Olympics Committee which
-is now headed by Mr. Dayrit. Now, Mr. Dayrit has a board which
iscomprised ofa good number of the national sports assocratrons
He accredxts : - : o ‘

Senator Cayetano Who is “he,” Madam Presrdent‘7 Mr
v Dayntoer Elrzalde" —_

' SenatorJaworski Mr. Dayntasthepresxdentof the Phrllppme
Olympics Committee. ‘And he accredits all these assocratrons to
. quahfy inany Olymplc actlvrty

Senator Cayetano. Allright. Does‘Mr Dayrit, aspresidentof
the Philippine Olymplcs Committee, accredlt each of the sports
assoc1at10ns?

SenatorJaworski Yes Mr President

Senator Cayetano Now, Madam Pre51dent is there any dlrect
relatlonshlp between the International Olymplc Committee and
the different national.sports associations recognized or given
authorlty by Mr. Dayrit? In other words, can the National Sports
Associationnow, letus say, authonzedbyMr Dayrrt drrectly deal
with the International Olympics Committee w1thout going through
thePhlllppme Olympics Committee? . . e

. Senator Jaworsk1 If he belleves that there are certam
activities that he feels do not. go within the framework of the
Olympics movement, then he will address his communication to

“the International Olympics body. | . «

- Senator Cayetano. Is this Mr. Dayrit? When the gentleman
says “he,” is that Mr. Daynt Madam President, or Mr. Ehzalde"

Senator Jaworskl He can do that exther to Mr Ehzalde or
to the International Olymplcs Headquarters

Senator Cayetano. Now the gentleman saidthatthe Natronal
Sports Association is almost an independent republlc ‘of its'own.
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It cannotbe touched by the Republic and it seems tome that iteven
enjoys some kind of immunity, more immunity than the members
ofthis Chamber. Butifthe officials are appointed by the Philippine
Olympics Committee, how can thatkind of status be granted to the
National Sports Association of the Philippines? . .

Senator Jaworski. I beg the gentleman s pardon, Madam
President. They are not appointed by the Philippine Olympics
Committee. They are elected by individual vice presidents that
they have also appointed. The national sports.associations are
headed by people who are involved in this specific sport and are
elected usually by people they appoint themselves. So, it is a
pretty ridiculous situation,—the vice president from certain areas

 that elects one to head the National Sports Association.

" Senator Cayetano. All right. May we go to more specific?
Let us say, in track-and field, I understand it is headed by Mr.
GoTeng Kok ‘ :

Senator J aworski. I believe s0.-

Senator Cayetano. All right riow. Who elects Go Teng Kok
to be president? Maybe we can understand this problem more. -

Senator Jaworski. There are individuals, some of them are
not even involved in the specnﬁc sport that the drstmgmshed
colleague is talking about... : :

“Senator Cayetano. Are some ofthem fictitious?

Senator J aworskl. Not fictitious in’the sense of narne. But
I know some people who have been elected in the Basketball

-Association of the Phrllppmes who do not know anythmg about

basketball...

Senator Cayetano Who does notknowthe drfference between
basketball and volleyball" ‘ :

SenatorJaworskl Maybetheyknowthat ButJustthe same,
it does not'mean‘that he qualifies.. I think there is a better
arrangement for this to be more transparent.

Senator Cayetano. :Let us go _further, Madam President. -

There are certain individuals who elect Mr. Go Teng Kok.
These individuals, as the gentleman said, can just be anybody

Am1I correct?

Senator J aworskl They are also accredlted by those specrf ic
associations. co ‘

- Senator Cayetano. All right. Sothe track-and-ﬁeldheadedby
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_ Mr.Go Teng Kok authorizes ar recognizes certam individuals to
be members of that association. Am I correct? L

Senator Jaworski. Yes, Madam President. i

Senator Cayetdno. Therefore, since Mr. Go TengKokis the
president of the Track-and-Field Association ‘and he appoints
these individuals to be members of this assocratlon ay talagang
lutong makaw. Can we not say that” '

Senator J aworskl It has happened That is why there are
‘guys who have been there for 30, 35, 40 years. We have been
participating in the Olympics since 1924. We only won nine
times—seven bronzes and two silvers. That is about it. -

Senator Cayetano. Having said that, Madam President, I
appreciateit. Now what can thisbill offer? Iknow thisbillisapretty
good bill, granting monetary incentives and some material
incentives as well. May we not include something herein orderto
reform precrsely" Because we are granting here the individual
athletes. Butiftheathletes are at themercy of the different national

sports associations whose heads are either incompetent orarenot

‘ necessarlly of good moral character, but somebody to look up to
asamodellike our good colleague here, Senator Jaworski, may we
_ not put something here in this bill...?

Senator Jaworski. Madam President, this is precisely the
reason earlier I was saying that we have a mother bill which is the
Philippine Sports Authority whichwehavebeen trying to work on.
This answers a good number of questions of the good senator,
exactly mstrtutmg certain reforms in the organizational structure
of the sports industry, also addressing their specific functions and
coming up with a memorandum of agreement with these various
national sports associations so that there is a certain degree of
check and balances and accountability, which are the key words.

. Senator Cayetano. The other thing there whichisalsorelated
to my question, Madam President, has something to do with the
type of coaches that these athletes are training under..

Madam President, my daughter used to be a member of the
Philippine Youth Volleyball Team when she was at the University
of the Philippines. Ido recall that one of her complaints was that
their coach, althoughknowledgeable, isnevertheless notas much
asknowledgeable compared to the other foreign coaches that they
have beenable to get in touch with. More often than not, the coach
ofthe Philippine Youth Volleyball Team hardly attends the training.
- Again,how may we reformthis kind of asituation? Because, I think
an athlete is only as good as the coach is. Both the athlete and the
coach can only be good as the association to which they belong.

Finally, of course, we have the Philippine Olympics Committee
which shouldreally be the discipliningbody. AmI correct on this?

Senator J aworskr Yes, Madam Pre51dent

Senator Cayetano But as we know very well .even the
Philippine Olympics Committee has been subjected to a lot of
politics. I really want to help our young Filipino athletes excel
because we certainly can excel especially in individual sports.

For instance, how may we not excel in track-and-field, in
swimmingorinboxing? Look how poorourboxersdidinthe last
Sydney Olympics. There are many other individual sports that we
could certainly excel in and  know that thisbill is intended to help
them. But if we do not include a reform in the different sports
organizations, from the national sports orgamzatlon tothe Philip-
pine Olympics Committee, and of course the coaches, we willnot
be able to get an athlete benefit from this bill whlch our good
colleague here is intending to do.

SenatorJ aWorski. Th‘atcbservati.on' isvery correct, Madam
President. AsI said earlier, this will be addressed by another bill

_ whichwillembraceallthese factors thatwe have notlced and taken

into consnderatlon

" Senator Cayetano. All right. One or two more questions.
There are monetary incentives. Is there a period by which they
should remain an amateur, for instance, in boxing? Let us say,
somebody winsa gold medal so he gets so much, silverorbronze,
shall he stay in our “stable,” so to speak, and not go professional,

therefore get the money and leave the country behind? Is there

aperiod that this bill has thought about or if there is none, should

‘we not consider that? Itis something like an academic professor

whois sentabroad and everything is paid for by the university and
afterwards, he has an obligation to go back to the university and
teach forxnumber of years. I think, normally, itis multiplied by two.
Ifhe spends one year abroad, he is committed to go backand teach

~ fortwo years

‘ Isthere something likea forfeiture clause here where, forsome

. reasons; he violates a certain' code -of conduct or he ‘tums

immediately professional and abandons his sport for whichhe was
granted so much money? Is there sucha thmg‘7 S

SenatorJ aworski. Madam Pres1dent Thope that our present
laws will provide something that can make this option to the citizen
just as easy as we are envisioning it to be without violating their
human rights. Nevertheless, I think certain conditions could be
incorporated. If certain athletes are extended specific and special
training with so much money being invested, there should be
certain conditions that our govemment could recover or get back
its investments. :

E SenatorCayetano. Thank you, MadamPresident. Iwouldlike
to thank the gentleman. At the proper time I will propose certain

805



Interpellations re S. No. 1734

RECORD OF THE SENATE

" Vol. I, No. 43

amendments. But let me say, for the record, that I certainly would
like to be a coauthor of this bill. This is a well-meaning bill that
ought to get the approval of most of us after we have worked out
many of these amendments.

Thank yoﬁ, Madam President.
Senator Jaworski. With pleasure, Madam President.
Senator Tatad. Madam President.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Aqumo Oreta). The Majority
Leaderis recogmzed

Senator Tatad. There beingno further interpellations, Imove
that the period of interpellations be closed.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Aquino-Oreta]. Is there any
objection? [Silence] There being none, the motion is approved.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 1734

Senator Tatad. In the meantime, I move that we suspend
consideration of Senate Bill No. 1734.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Aquino-Oreta]. Is there any
objection? [Silence] There being none, the motion is approved.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON S. NO. 2113/H. NO. 8134
(Amending the Philippine Science High School Act 0f1997)

Senator Tatad. Mr. President, Imove that we now constitute
the Senate panel to the Bicarheral Conference Committee on the
disagreeing provisions of Senate Bill No. 2113 and its House
counterpart. For this purpose, I hereby nominate Sen. Teresa
Aquino-Oreta as chairperson, and as members, Senators Sotto,
Coseteng and Magsaysay. '

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Aquinb-Oreta]. Is there any
objection? [Silence] There being none, the motion is approved.

Senator Roco. Madam President.
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' ThePresndmgOfﬁcer [Sen. Aqumo-Oreta] SenatorRocois
recogmzed .

Senator Roco. Just an inquiry for assistance of the Majority
Leader.

MOTION OF SENATOR TATAD
(Senator Flavier as Member of the
-Senate Panel re S. No. 2113)

Senator Tatad. Before that, with the permission of Senator
Roco, may we amend the panel to include Senator Flavxer”

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Aquino-Oreta]. Is there any
objection? [Silence] There being none, Senator Flavier is
included in the Senate panel.

Senator Roco. Madam President.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Aquino-Oreta]. Sen. Raul S.
Roco is recognized. '

" Senator Roco. Madam President, justan inquiry forassistance
of the Majority Leader as regards the submitted Conference -
Committee Report on the Ad Ban. No, no, no... It has been
approved. We approved it here, it has been pending in the House
of Representatives. So a llttle suasion from the Majorxty Leader
may get it done.

Senator Tatad. Allright. Iwilldoit, Madam President. We will
communicate with the House of Representatives.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

There being no further business for the day, I move that we
suspend the session until 10 o’clock tomorrow morning.

The Presiding Officer ‘[Sen. Aquino-Oreta). Is there any
objection? [Silence] There being none, the session is suspended
until 10 o’clock tomorrow morning, December 12,2000.

It was 12:00 p.m.



