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RECORD~脏SENATE------­SEPTEMBER 3, 2003

OPENING OF THE SESSION

A_t ~:55p.1~., tl~e Sen~ te Pres iden t, Hon. Franklin M. Drilon,
called the sess ion to order.

The Pres iden t. The l 8 th sess ion of the Sena te in the Third
Regular Sess ion ofthe Twelfth Congress is hereby called to order.

The M inor i ty Leader, Sen. Vicente C. So tto III, will lead the
Chamber in prayer.

Eve,ybody rosefor the prayer.

PRAYER

Sena tor So tto.

Fa ther in heaven, w i th contri te hearts we come
before You, humbly seekingYour d ivine intervention in
the even ts ofour da ily lives. We confess w i th our hearts
and our l ips tha t we are no tworthyofYourholy presence,
but ow ing to Your own goodness and love for us, You
are always there when we call upon.

Yes, Lord, we now ask for the forgiveness ofour s ins
and our rr·ansgress ion ofYour laws and ofYour s3atu_tes
even as we se;k forYour grace for us to be able to forgiv~
;u~·b·r; thers and s is ters -who have caused us pa in and
sorrow.

Lord, thermssomuch thatYouhaveblessedusWI th
and yetwe fall toacknowledgeand thankYou for these
blessmgs forwe contmue tobebhndedbyour inordma te
desIres to sa tIS fy our wan ts for worldly and ma tenal
success. Allow us now to thank You for our very own
h fe forYouare indeed thesourceofl i fe i tself.T』二芦
too for the food tha t we ea t , the wa ter tha t_we
the alr tha t we breathe. Yes, Lor0扂'h::ina心:SPerba;saeuna芦
thankYou forourdemocrancway ThankYou,
land ofourblrthwh ichYouhave g i气。uss.erve You by
Lold, for gmng us the opportun i ty WI th us
servmg o thers. Thank You for 骂了心？二．Thank
despne our unworthmess and TrulyYourmercy
You forbearingwl thou` 二二nds, Your grace IS
and Your compass ion s todaya freshoutp0ur ing
unfa thomable. O God, grantu andYourmercy .
o fYour love, Your compass ion,

in our coun try today ,
Fa ther, as we seek peaceYou aloneby

remind us tha t real peace can be found in

Your grace. Maywenever forge t thatserem ty,uni tyand
contentment can only be found in You.

Lord, immerseourhearts,our minds,andourspmt
in this tru th. Father,helpus toleam toacceptYourWIll
evenwhenYouanswerover prayerswi thanoandmay
we aIso be grateful for Your yes. May we follow the
example You have se t for us in Your words to freely,
respons ibly, and lovingly express our minds and 0~;
emo tions. Thank You, Lord, for the assurance tha t no
matterwhatwe do, Your acceptance forus will rema in the
san:ie for You are a fa ithful God. And finally, Lord, gran t
us the courage, the zeal, and the s trength to fight forYour
Kingdomhere on earth aswe will traverse this earthly l i fe
only once. And may we no t grow weary in plan t ing the
seeds ofYour love and ofYour work in the hea rts o f the
people whom we will encounter today.

Amen and Amen.

The Presiden t. Thank you, Sena tor So tto. The Secretary will
please call the rol l.

ROLLCALL

The Secre tary, reading:

Sena tor Edgardo J . Angara.......................... ~resen t *

Sena tor Te;esa Aquino-Ore ta..............……..~resen t
Sena tor Joker P. Arroyo............................... ~resen t
s~~a tor Robert Z. Barbers............… . . . . . . . . . . . . Presen t
Sena tor Rodol fo G. B iazon........................... Presen t 不

Sena tor Noli“Kabayan" De Cas tro............. Presen t
Sena torLu isa”LoI“P. EJercI to Es trada........Present**
Sena tor Juan M. Flav ier............................. ..
Sena tor Gregor io B. Honasa_n … . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Absent

Sena torRobert S.“JA WO” Jaworsk1.......... Presen t吓

Sena tor Pan filo M. Lacs_on........................ ..
Sena tor Loren B. Legarda...........................： ：二
Sena tor Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr............ Presen t

Sena tor John Henry R. Osme0a............Presen t
Sena tor Serglo R. Osme0a III....................... Presen t
Sena tor Franc is N. Pang il inan......................
Sena tor Aqudmo Q. PImentel Jr.......:...:..： ：二
Sena tor Ralph G~ I:_ec t~, ; ~.. . .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. ..: : : : : : : : : A-b~en t

Sena torRamonB R;voltltloaIII.. Presen t
Senator V icen te C._ ~~tto!_11................... ·:::: Presen t
Sena torManuel B. Vdlar Jr....................... Presenl
The Pres iden t .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ..

............................

* Arr ived a f~cr th~ roll call
,.,. On o ffic ial rn iss1on
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Expla11a tio11 a/Vo te oJSen. Pangilinan
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5. Sena te B ill No. 2553 is no t suppor ted bypertinen~
da ta and study tha t would show tha t the proposed
measure 即fills the goalsandobjec t ivesoftheCARL in
l ine with the cons ti tu tional tene t tha t the S ta te shall
promo te SOClal jus t ice in all phases o f nanonal
developmen t ; and

6. Sena te B ill No. 2553 does no t guaran tee the
secur ity or the pro tec tion ofthe government's investmen t

in agrar ian re form.

Sena tor Pangilinan. M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. Sen. Franc is N. Pangil inan is recognized.

EXPLANATION OF VOTE OF SENATOR PANGILINAN

Sena tor Pangilinan. M r. Pres ident, I w ill also express my
nega t ive vo te and my explana tion ofvo te to be submitted a t a la ter
hou r.

The Pres iden t. Please re flec t the nega tive vo te of Sena tor
Pang山nan and h is wr i tten explana tion w ill be submitted a t a la ter
hour.

Thefollowing is the written explana tion ofvo te of
Sena tor Pangilinan:

EArpLANATION OF VOTE OF SENATOR PANGILINAN

Sena tor Pangilinan. No thing less than the 1987
Cons ti tu t ion guaran tees the r ight of farmers to ovvn
如ec tly or collec t ively the lands they till based on the
soc ial jus tice pr inc iple o f equ itable d is tr ibu tion and
ownerslup _of lands. This guaran tee is spec i fically
enumera ted in Sec tions 6 and 27 of the Comprehens iv~
~grar ian Agrar ian Reform Law ofl 988, wh ich prov ides
for re ten tion limits by the landowner up to five-hec tares
and the proh ib i t ion on transferab il ity of awarded lands
for a per iod of 10 years.

Sena te B ill No. 2553 in tends to li ft the 5-hec tare
~ten t io~ l im_i ts imposed by Sec t ion 6 o f RA 6657, th~
Comprehcns ive Agrar ian Re form Law, by au thor iz ing
the sale o f_ lands to any person or lando~ner for ~,~~~
m~ t_tcr'. and :uch sale or d ispos i t ion w ill no longer b~
subjcc t to subsequen t covcrage under Sec t ion 6 ofRA
6657.. In -~ff~c_t , agrar ian re form law's impos i t ion- ·; f
re ten t ion l im i t is rendered nuga tory.

T_~ i_s': ill l~kew ise open the floodga tes o f landlord
consol ida tion, thus, de feating the very essence o fagrari;~
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reform. Landlords, taking advan tage o fthe d ire financ ial
s i tua tion of the ir tenan t-bene fic iar ies, or any o ther
bene fic iary who is fina~c ially_ vulnerable, shall eas ily
reacqu ire lands tha twere formerlycovered and d is tribu ted
by the law.

Moreover, the l i fting o f the 10-year l im i t in
trans ferab il ity of awarded land likew ise has i ts flaws.
Th is w ill place agrarian reform bene fic iaries (ARBs) ina
s ituation tha t eas ily induces them to d ispose ofawarded
land as an easy way ou t of unpa id loans.

The avowed purpose ofthe b ill tha t says ARBs shall
have access to cred it fac il ities ofcommerc ial ins titutions
is misplaced and seemingly unsupported by ex isting
cond itions. The hes itance ofcommerc ial banks to lend
to agrar ian reform benefic iaries is a known fac t. In the
Senate b ill itsel f, commerc ial banks are no t even manda ted
to extend cred it fac i lities to ARBs armed with fam业nds
as colla tera l. There is therefore no guaran tee tha t
commerc ial banks will allowARB access to cred i t fac ilities
wi th the passage ofthe b ill , due to the h igh risk involved
in the agricultural sec to r. ARBs will consequen tlybe le ft
w i th no cho ice bu t to succumb to the mercy and
macl血a tions ofinforn叫lenders. In effec t, ARBs rema in
res tric ted as before. The assurance ofprov id ing ARBs
wi th one of the fundamental fac tors ofproduc tion, tha t
is, capi tal through cred i t ex tens ion, is shown to be
inex is ten t.

S ince the passage o fRA 6657, i t has been subjec ted
to numerous amendmen ts, a number ofwhich have in fac t
小lu ted its essence. Changes rela t ing to exemption and
convers ion o f cer ta in types o f landhold ings, on
admin is tra t ive procedures w i th the Departmen t o f
AgrarianReform and others, have worked to the de trimen t
ofthe in tended benefic iaries ofland reform一those who
actually till the land. I t is my firm be lief tha t we should
no t d imin ish the land re fonn program further.

W i th the above arguments and concerns in mind, I
cas t a nega tive vo te on Sena te B ill No. 2553.

The Pres iden t. The Major i ty Leader is recogn ized

BILL ON TI-IIRD READING
S. No. 2155-Magna Car ta for the Working Ch ild

~ena tor Legarda. Mr. Pres iden t, I move tha twe vo te on Third
ReadmgonSena teBlllNo. 2 1 55.
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Approval o/S. No. 2155
011 Third Reading

ThePresiden t . Is thereanyobjec t ion? [SileIICCJTherebe ing
none, vo ting on Th ird Reading on Senate B ill No. 2155 is ~;~-i~
orde r.

Sena tor Legarda. May we ask the Secre tary to read the
certi fication.

The Pres iden t. The Secretarywill read the certification.

The Secre tary.

MALACANANG
Manila

September02, 2003

HON. FRANKLINM. DRILON
Sena te Pres ident

Ph i lipp ine Senate
Pasay C ity

Dear Sena te Pres ident Drilon:

Pursuan t to the prov is ions of Art icle VI, Sec tion
26(2) of the 1987 Cons titu tion, I hereby certify to the
necess ity ofthe immed ia te enactmen t ofSena te B ill No.
2155, under Committee ReportNo. 52, en titled

AN ACT ADOPTING A MAGNA CARTA FOR THE
WORKING CI-IlLD PROVIDING FOR STRONGER
DETERRENCE AND PROTECTION AGAINST
CHILD LABOR AND IMPOSING STIFFER
PENALTIES FOR ITS VIOLATION AND FOR
OTI-IERPURPOSES,

to address the publ ic emergency cons is ting of the
deplorable explo i ta t ion of m inors comm i tted by
unscrupulous person who takes advantage of the ir
pred icamen t thereby necess i ta t ing a s tronger de terrence
and s t i ffer penal t ies aga ins t those gu i lty o f such
explo i ta t ion.

Bes t w ishes.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd.) GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO

cc: HON. JOSEC.DEVENECIA
Speaker
House o f Represen ta t ives
Quezon C i ty

The Pres iden t. We shall now vo te on the b ill and the
Secre taryw ill call the rol l.

The Secre tary . Sena tors

Angara........................................................ Yes
Aqu ino-Ore ta.............................................. Yes
Barbers........................................................ Yes
B iazon.......................................................... Yes
De Cas tro..................................................... Yes
Ejerc i to Es trada............................................ Yes
Jaworski .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. . . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. . .. . .. .. Yes
Legarda........................................................ Yes
Magsaysay Jr. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. .. . Yes
Osmena(J) . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. Yeso;~;a; cs)·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~;;
Pangil inan.................................................... Yes

：：心~1 i'i · : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 总
V illarJr......................................................... Yes
The Pres ident . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. . Yes

APPROVAL OF S. NO. 2155 ON THIRD READING

The Presiden t. W i th 16 a ffirma t ive vo tes, no nega tive vo te,
and no abs tention, Sena te B ill No. 2155 is approved on Th ird
Read ing.

Be fore the nex t bus iness on the Floor, may the Cha ir know
from Sen. Serg io R. Osme iia III whe ther or no t he can already name
the conferees on the B icameral Conference Commi ttee…?

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

The Cha ir will suspend the sess ion for one minu te, i f there is
no objec tion. [There was none.}

It was 4:21 p.111.

RESU郧TION OF SESSION

A t 4:30p.111., the session was resumed.

The Pres iden t. The sess ion is resumed.

SPECIAL ORDERS

Sena tor Legard a. M r. Pres iden t , I move tha t we trans fer from
the Calendar for Ord inary Bus iness to the Calendar for Spec ial
Orders Co1runi ttee Report No. 62 on Proposed Sena te Resolu t ion
No. 342, en t i tled

RESOLUTION CONCUf霾G INTI廿订趴TIFICATIO~
OF THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
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