
w

Congress o-f the; F'hi 1 i ppi nes) 
f■ i, r s t R s g u 1 a. r S e s s i o n )

SENATE 

S. No,

SENAl Ir OP THE PHfUPPlNt^ ;
OFrfCP OF THP SECRETARY ?

r" FI c
Miirjioii"
list:______BY' C1,

Introduced by Senator Angara

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The; law profe-Bsion is one of the; most prestigious in 
Philippine society. Lawyers are respected and often placed, 
whether deserved or not, in a pe;de;stal ,

It is thus necessary for us to improve the legal profession. 
This bill aims to uplift the; standards of the legal education, 
and to prepare the law student for advocacy, counselling, 
problem-solving sind decision-making. F'erhaps more important, it 
aims to infuse in the would-be lawyers the positive values and 
t hi e e t h i c s o f t h e p r c; f e s s i o n „

The bill creaites a Le;gal Educat i on Council wh i ch will be 
attached for administrative purposes, to the Department of 
Education, Culture and Eiports (DEiC£>) . The; Cc;uncil has the; DECS 
Secretary as Chairman and the members include representatives 
f r o m t h e 3 u p r - e m e C o u r t, I n t e; g r a t e; d B a r' o f t h e F' h i 1 i p p i n e s, 
F'hilippine Association of Law Schools (PALS), and the Philippine 
Association of Law F'raf6;ssors (F'ALP) .

Among its functions, the Council shall administer the legal 
education system in the; country, supervise ei.nd re;gulate thcs le;gal 
education systems, prescribe a minimum standard for law admission 
tests, prescribe requi re';ments for pre;-le;gal educat i on ^ and 
review, revise and modify the present law curiculla.

This proposed Act would gre;atly improve; and uplift the 
standards of the legal education in the country. For these 
reasons, the immediate approval of this bill is earnestly urged.

/

EDGARDQ J. ANGARA 
Senator
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AM ACT
PROVIDINB FOR REFORMS IN LEGAL EDUCATION, CREATING FOR THE 
PURPOSE A LEGAL EDUCATION COUNCIL AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be . i..t. .enacted. by the SBenate and the. House of epresentat i vea erf
the. Phi 1 :ippines. i.n. Conqress assembled;

SSection 1. Ti 11 e, .  This Act s;hall be known ais the Legal

Education FeeTorm Act of 1992„

beet ion 2« ■IleLLL§:lliitj..£jQ^ is hereby declared

the policy of the State to uplift the stamdairds of legal 

education in order to prepare law students for advocacy,

counselling, problem. solving, and decision. marking? to infuse in

them the ethics of the legal profession; arid to form sociailly- 

c D rn m i 11 e d 1 a. w y e r ■ s w i t. h i n t e g r i t y a n d c o m p e t e n c e,

I o w a r d s t h i s e n d , t. I i e S t a t e s h a 11 u n d e r t a. k e a p p r o p r i a t. e 

reforms in the legal education system, require proper selection 

of 1 av'j students, maintain quality among law schools, and requ.ire 

legail apprent i ce?shi p and continuing legail educaitian.

Sect i on -5, G?§njELiy.-.. LM’ld. ..i.£ _ _ _ _ _ Qh.^ ys nf Leqa 1

[“■iyiiL§„t„ionj;... . Legal Elducation in the Philippines is geared to

attain the followincj gene?ral ob.jectives;

a„ to prepare students for the practise of law; 

b . t o pr ovi de espec i a 11 -• commi 11 ed tnember of the 1 egai 1 

profession of competence and integrity with an awareness of the 

needs of deprived and oppre;ssed sectors of society; 

c„ to train persons for national leadership;

d« to contrilDute; towards the promotion and aid van cement of 

justice and the improvement of its administration, the legal 

system and legal institutions in the light of the historic ail and 

contemporary development of law in the country and in other
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c o u n t r i e s d -f the w o r-1 cL

Legal education shall aim to accomplish the -following 

s p e c i f i c cj to J e c t i v e s n

a« to impart to the law students a toroad knowledge of law

and its vairious fields, (and of legal i nst i tut i on-s;

bn to develop their ability to search for the law and to 

analyse, articulaxte and apply it. effectively as well as to enable 

them to gain a total approach to legal problems and issuers;

c . t. o p r e p a r e 1 a w s t. u d e n t s f o r a d v o c a c y, c. o u n -s e 11 i n g a n d 

d e c: i s i o n -■ m a k i n g a n d t h e i r a bill t y t o d e a 1 w i t l" i r e c o g n i z e d 1 e g a 1 

problems of the present as wjell as the anticipated problems of 

the future;

dto develop competence in the law students in a chosen 

f i e 1 d o "f 1 a w for- g a i ri f u 1 e m p 1 o y m e n t o r a s a -f o i..i n d a’t i o n f o r -f i.i t r e 

training beyond the basic prof e;ssi onal degree and to develop in 

t, h e m t h e d e s i r e a n d c a p a c i t y f o r c o n t i n u i n g s t u d y a n d s e 1 f -- 

impravements;

e., to inculcate in them the ethics and responsibilities of 

t he 1eg a1 p r o f ession; an d

f„ tc! produce lawyers who pursue the lofty goals of their 

profes-sion con-sci ent i ousl y and adhere to its ethical norms 

fait hi f u 11 y >

Section 4 „ Legal  Educat i on. . . Co unci 1 5  Great i on   and

Comp os i ti on, -- To carry out the purpose-? of this Act, there is 

hereby created the Legal Education Council, herein referred to as 

the Council, attaclied, for administrative supervision, to the

Department of Education, Culture and Sports.

The Council shiall be composed of thie Secretary of Education, 

Culture and Eiports as Chairman and the following £is me?mberss

1» One representative of the Supreme , Court of the

Philippines to be designated by the Chief Justice of the Eiupreme 

C o u. r t a s V ice C l -i a i r m a n 5

2,. One representat i ve of the Inteqraited Bar of the
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P'1 }"i i 1 ip p i n e B (IB F:') to b s c! e s i g r? a t e c! by it s F' !■" 0 s i cl 0 n t;

3. One representati ve o-f the Ph i 1 i ppine Assac iati an ot Law 

Schools (F'ALE!) tc! be desicinated by the Chairnian of the Uouncil 

T I- o m a (n a n g n o (r 1 i n e a s s u i;3 m i 11 e d b y the a s s a c i a t i o n ;;

4« One repr Bsentat i ve 0+ the F'hilippine Association of Law 

Professors (PALP) to be designated by the Chairman of the Council 

f r"oni anionq nominees submitted by the assoc: i at i on .

S e c: t. i o n 5. T e r m o f 0 f f i c e", Cl o m p e n s a t i o n .. ••••■ T h e t. e r m o f 

office of the Chairman shall be coterminous with his term as 

Eiecretary of Eilducation, Culture and Sports while the other 

members of the Council shall hold office for a term of five (5) 

years with reappointment unless earlier removed for cause„ Of 

11")Dse f i r Bt appo i n t ed,, t lie r epr esen t at i ve of the E5ur erne Court 

shall hold office for five (5) years, the representative of the 

IBP, four (4) years, the representati ve from F'ALE), three (3) 

years, and the representative from PALP, two (2) years. 

Appointment to any vacancy shall be only for the unexpired 

portion of the term of the predecessor.

ElKce;pt for the Chairman of the Council who shal 1 not receive

ad d i t i ona 1 c otnpen sat i on , the at h er member s of th e Counc i 1 shall

receive; such compensation and allowances in accordance with the 

applicable wage classification and standardization laws.

ESec. 6. Qff..ij:::j3.  and £>taff Support. . tlie Depar"tmerit of

Education, Culture and Sports shall provide the necessary office 

and staff support to the Council, vjxth a principal office to be 

located in Metropolitan Manila.

The Ccxuncil may appoint such other officers and employees it 

may deem necessary in the performance of its powers and

function3.

Section 7. Powers. and. . Functions. - For the purpose of
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achieving the objectives of this Act,, the Council shall have the 

■f o ], 1 o vj i n g p o w e r" s a n d -f u n c t i o n s s

1„ To administer the legal education system in the country,, 

c:: o n s i s t e n w i t h t h e |:d r o v i s i o n s o t t h i s Act;

To supervise and regulate the country’s legal

e d u c a t i o n a 1, i. n iS t i t u t i o n s p u i"' u a n t t i:;j t I' l e p r o v i s i. o n s o -f t h e

Constitution;

3„ To prescribe a minimum standard J:or law admission tests;

4„ To prescribe requirements tor pre--legal education;

5„ To review, revise, and modi-fy the present law

(::: u i'- r i u 11. a, w h i c h is h a 1 3. Id e c a i"i -t a i n e d i r i a -f (d l.i r. yea i- 1 a w p i-- o p e r-

cur i cull urn wit3'i core cour'ses and electives -for the purpose o-f 

elevating ’the s'tandards o-f legal educa'tion;

6„ To estafcDlish a law practise intEsrnship whi-ch a law

s -t u d e I'l 'c -s l"i a 11 la n d e r g !d 'w i t h a |■■| y d l 11 y a c c r e d i't e d p i- i v a -h e o i ■ p u b 1 i c

law o-f-f ice or -firm for a'period of two academic summer and the 

intervening period of 'two academic summer and the intervening 

per" i od b e'L weeri 13"i e b ai-- ea(tu. n at i ori mcdr'l 13'i anc:i t h e mon t h wh eri the 

r■ e3LA 1 't o f -t i"i e Id ar earsi i n a-t i o|-i i s r e 1 eased „ For 'this p lar |d ose, t h e 

coui'icil shall prescribe the necessary guidelines for SLAch

a c: (::: r- e d :i. t a t i o i"i and t h e p eci.fi c a t i (D i"i o -f s la c ii i n t e r i"i s h i p vj h i c Id 

sf'ial 1 inclLAde the actiAal worlAS of a new member of the Bar;

7 „ T o jD r■ o v i d e a m e c i"i a I'i i s (Vi !D f a c c i- e d i -t i id g law sh o fD 1 s o n

sL,ich Mli ni mum standards a?s may be ac:loptecl by the Cciunci 1 „ Fror

this pLArpose, -the CoLAncil is hereby empowered to close law

schools that do not meet the minimum standards. Courses ciffered 

Id y law s c I"i o o 3. s w i. t h (d u t a c c r e d i t a t i o n s h all not r e c e i. v e a n y c r- e d i t 

f or p L,iV" p oses of t !"i e Bai- ex am i n at i ori c our" se r- eq u i r emen t s;

8. TQ adopt a system of con t i nui ng legal edlacat i on . Fadr 

this purpcsse, the Council may provide for mandatcjry attendance of 

practising lawyers in such coLArses and for slacId dLAratiiDn as ’the 

Council may deem necessary; and

O



9, To perform such other functions and prescribe such rules

a n d r e g u 1 ai t. i o n s n e c e s s a r y -f a r t h e a 11 a i n m e n t o -f the p o 1 i c: i e s and

objectives of this Act. , -r- . •

Section 8. Legal_El d u c: a t i o n ■■ ~ (1) There is hereby

credited a. Lega.l Education Fund, hereinafter referred to as the 

Fund, that shall be established aind maintisined -from the follovjing 

collections to be called Legal Education F:rund! -f i ve percent (5%) 

of the total tuition and matr i cul a*t i on fees o-f every 1 aw student 

in every semes-;ter to be collected in addition to the regulau* 

tuition and matr i cul at i on fee-ss and fi-i::ty <50X) of ’the privilege 

tax paiid by every 1 awyer..

(2) The Fund shall be under the control of the Council but

•shall be admi n i stered as a separ ate fund by the Social Security

System (SSS) which shall invest the -same with dues and prudent 

regard ho the sol-vency, safety and liquidity of -the Fund.

(3) the F’und shall be used to support faculty de?velopment 

grants, professorial chairs, library i rnpro-vemen ts and like 

programs for the atdvancement of law teaching and educaition in 

a c c: I'" e d i t e d law s c h o o 1 s.

The Frund shall also be used for the operation of the

Council. F-or this purpose, an amount not exceeding -ten percent

(10%) of tlie Fund shal 1 be utilised.

(4) The (Douncil, in consultation with 'ti'ie SSS shall issue 

the necessary rules and regulations for the efficient collection 

o f 11'1 e Legal E d u c a t i o n F-“ u n d.

Section 9. Appropriation.   The amount of one million pesos

(F;:’l, 000, 000) is hereby autl'iorized to be aippropriated out of tiiE? 

savings of the Departmosnt of Education, Culture and Sports. 

Tl-iere£^f ter , tlie neceissary appropr i ati ons shall be; i nc 1 udesd in the 

A n n i.t a 1 Gen e r a 1. A p p r o p r i a t i a n s A c t l.i n d e r t h e b u d g e t o f -t h e 

De;partme;nt of EducaitiDn, Culture and Sports.

1/
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'Section 10„ Separab:i. 1 i ty C1 ansa. - I-f any provision of this 

Act. is declared unconstitutional or the application thereof to 

any person,, circumstances or transaction is held invalid, the 

validity of the remaining provisions of this Act and the* 

app 1 i cab i 1 i t y of such pr ovisions t o ot hter per- sons,, c i r cumst anc:es 

and transactions shall not be affected thereby.

Section 11. Rsi£l®§;.Lij[l£!. " All laws, decr"e?es, e;;-!ecutive

orders, rules and regulations, issuances or parts thereof 

i n c o n s i s t, e n t w i t h t hi i s A c t a r" e h e r e l3 y r e pealed o r amended 

accord!ngly.

Section 12. Effect!vitv. - This Act shall take effect after 

f i f t een (15) db.ys foil owi ng 11'ie comp 1 et i on of its pub 1 i cat i on i n 

the Official Gas;ette? or in any tvjo (2) newspaper_s of general 

ciculation.

Appi-oved,

1


