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AN ACT DECLARING VERDE ISLAND PASSAGE A MARINE 
PROTECTED AREA (MPA) AND ECOTOURISM ZONE AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Philippines in Congress assembled:

1 Section  1. Declaration of Policy. -  It is hereby declared the

2 policy of the State to protect its natural resources in relation to the

3 promotion of a sustainable tourism industry. Towards this end, the

4 country shall formulate effective strategies, conserve its resources

5 and enable the tourism industry to become a major source of

6 hvelihood and employment, as well as rationalize aU efforts

7 pertaining to environmental protection. Henceforth, aggressive

8 measures seeking to restore the country’s share in the global tourist

9 market shaJl be undertaken, consistent with the preservation of the

10 natural environment and the ecosystem.

11 Pursuant to public pohcy, the Verde Island Passage is hereby 

15 declared a marine protected area (MPA) and ecotourism zone. As 
13 such, its development shall be prioritized by the Department of






