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Introduced by SENATOR LEILA M. DE LIMA

RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE COMMHTEE, TO CONDUCT AN 
INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, INTO PRESIDENT RODRIGO 

DUTERTE’S ORDER TO THE MILITARY TO TEMPORARILY TAKE OVER
THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS

1 WHEREAS, the Constitution is the supreme law of the land;

2 WHEREAS, Section 17, Article VII of the Constitution provides that the
3 President “shall have control of all the executive departments, bureaus, and offices”;

4 WHEREAS, the Constitution commands that “[c]ivilian authority is, at all
5 times, supreme over the military” but the President “may call out... armed forces to
6 prevent or suppress lawless violence, invasion or rebellion”1;

7 WHEREAS, the Constitution also states that “[n]o member of the armed forces
8 in the active service shall, at any time, be appointed or designated in any capacity to a
9 civilian position in the Government including government-owned or controlled

10 corporations or any of their subsidiaries”2 3;

11 WHEREAS, last October 29, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte has put the Bureau
12 of Customs (BOC) under the control of the Armed Forces of the Philippines as “part of
13 his declaration of a state of lawlessness in the coun try”3;

1 Sec. 3 , A r t ic le  II; Sec. 18 , A r t ic le  V II

2 Sec. 5 (4 ) , A r t ic le  XVI
3 A B S C BN  N e w s . 2 9  O c to b e r  2 0 1 8 . " A ll  C u s to m s  e m p lo y e e s  t o  r e p o r t  d i r e c t ly  t o  M a la c a f ia n g "  R e tr ie v e d  f r o m
h ttp s :/ /n e w s .a b s -c b n .c o m /b u s in e s s /1 0 /2 9 /1 8 /d u te r te - te m D o ra r ilv -p u ts -b u re a u -o f-c u s to m s -u n d e r -m ilita ry -

c o n t r o l.  A c c e s s e d  2 9  O c to b e r  2 0 1 8 .
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