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Introduced by Senator Ana Theresia "Risa" Hontiveros-Baraquel

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN, CHILDREN, FAMILY RELATIONS, AND 
GENDER EQUALITY TO CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION IN AID OF LEGISLATION ON 

ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT OF CANDIDATES DURING THE 2018 MISS EARTH 
PAGEANT AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT ENABLED THE SAME, WITH THE END IN VIEW OF 

CREATING POLICIES TOWARDS A PHILIPPINES THAT IS A SAFE SPACE FOR ALL

WHEREAS, last November 7 and 8, Miss Earth Candidates Jamie Vandenberg of Canada, Abbey- 
Anne Gyles-Brown of England, and Emma Mae Sheedy of Guam shared on their respective social 
media accounts the distressing experiences they have been subjected to at the hands of Mr. Amado 
S. Cruz, one of Miss Earth Philippines' supposed sponsors;1

WHEREAS, Miss Vandenberg had reported feeling uncomfortable when the pageant's team 
managers went to her room and took some of her things without her permission, which included 
important personal documents such as her passport, during the first day of the competition2 *. The 
said removal of passport from her personal possession later proved to be an obstacle when she 
wished to leave and displays a disturbing parallel on how passport confiscation is used as a tactic to 
limit the mobility of (female) migrant workers and expose them at a heightened risk of abuse and 
exploitation;1

WHEREAS, Miss Vandenberg's private number was given to the alleged harasser without her 
consent on the first day of the competition. This action facilitated the beginning of her alleged 
harassment, which included persistent questions about her hotel and room number and being 
offered to advance in the pageant in exchange for sexual favors.4 The same spiel of sexual favors in 
exchange for the Miss Earth crown was used repeatedly on more than one occasion to Miss Gyles- 
Brown, who was also asked for her hotel and room number;5

WHEREAS, Miss Earth Guam Emma Mae Sheedy reported that her buttocks were 'grabbed' by Mr. 
Cruz during the National Costume Competition and was consistently told by her alleged harasser 
not to tell anyone about the said harassment;6

WHEREAS, Miss Vandenberg, Gyles-Brown, and Sheedy described the uncomfortable and troubling 
event at the Manila Yacht Club, where the alleged harasser became bolder and more persistent in 
his actions towards the candidates. Mr. Cruz reportedly ensured that the candidates and the team 
managers and personnel were separated into different rooms and unashamedly insisted some of 
the candidates to dance for him.7 Based on accounts, this event also provided Mr. Cruz with the 
opportunity to harass Miss Earth candidates into giving him their hotel and room numbers;

WHEREAS, after allegedly being subjected to a decidedly uncomfortable, unsafe, and threatening 
evening, several candidates led by Miss Vandenberg and Miss Gyles-Brown approached the 
pageant's team managers intending to report their deplorable experience with Mr. Cruz. However,
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