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RESOLUTION
URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO SERIOUSLY 

CONSIDER THE ADHERENCE TO AND ADOPTION OF THE OPTIONAL 
PROTOCOL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS (OP-ICESCR), AS PROOF AND 
AFFIRMATION OF OUR STRONG COMMITMENT 

TO THE PRIMACY OF HUMAN RIGHTS

WHEREAS, on June 7, 1974, the Government of the Philippines became one 
of the 184 member-states of the United Nations (UN) that ratified the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR);

WHEREAS, the ICESCR provides a range of economic, social and cultural 
rights of individuals, guarantees the enjoyment of those rights to all peoples without 
discrimination, and sets favorable work conditions, social security, protection of the 
family, adequate standards of living, education and benefits related to scientific 
progress and culture1;

WHEREAS, Section 1 of Article XIII of the 1987 Constitution emphatically 
commands that “[t]he Congress shall give highest priority to the enactment of 
measures that protect and enhance the right of all the people to human dignity, 
reduce social, economic, and political inequalities, and remove cultural inequities by 
equitably diffusing wealth and political power for the common good.” Likewise, 
Section 2 of the same Article provides that “[t]he promotion of social justice shall 
include the commitment to create economic opportunities based on freedom of 
initiative and self-reliance”;
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