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Introduced by Senator Cynthia A. Villar

RESOLUTION
URGING THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND FOOD TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, 

IN AID OF LEGISLATION, TO DETERMINE, THE SOUNDNESS OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE AGRICULTURAL COMPETITIVENESS ENHANCEMENT FUND OR ACEF BY THE 

DIFFERENT GOVERNMENT AGENCIES UNDER RA 10848 TO PROMOTE THE 

COMPETITIVENESS OF OUR FARMERS AND FISHERFOLKS IN THE ADVENT OF THE ASEAN
INTEGRATION

WHEREAS, the Agricultural Competitiveness Enhancement Fund or ACEF was established as a 
funding facility in 1999 in order to support the farmers and the fisherfolks that will be affected by the 
trade liberalization policies of government as the country became a member of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO).

WHEREAS, the ACEF enabling law was RA 8178 or the Agricultural Tariffication Act. The ACEF came 
from duties collected from the importation of agricultural products under the Minimum Access Volume 
committed under the WTO, replacing the Quantitative Restrictions or OR. The funds entire proceeds 
was intended to be earmarked by Congress for irrigation, farm-to-market road, post harvest facilities, 
credit, research and development, retraining, extension services and marketing infrastructure for the 

agricultural sector. (i)

WHEREAS, the ACEF was given nine (9) years to exist (1996-2005). It is deposited in a special 
account with the Bureau of Treasury called Special Account 183. ACEF made credit available to small 
farmers, fisherfolks and agripreneurs, collateral free which the regular credit windows do not provide. It 

was given to support selected agricultural products to make them sustainable and competitive.
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