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A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE SENATE FOR THE 
IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE UNIVERSAL 

ACCESS TO QUALITY TERTIARY EDUCATION ACT BY ADMINISTERING AND 
AFFORDING THE STUDENTS FREE TUITION AND OTHER SCHOOL FEES AT THE

START OF THE SECOND SEMESTER OF ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-2018

WHEREAS the Philippine Congress included an amount of Php 8 Billion to 
cover for Free Tuition for Academic Year 2017-2018 in the approved General 
Appropriations Bill (GAB) as an interim while the provisions of Republic Act No. 
10931, otherwise known as "The Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education 
Act” (UAQTEA), were still undergoing plenary deliberations. Eventually, the budget 
allocated was adopted in the General Appropriations Act (GAA) of 2017;

WHEREAS on 3 August 2017, the President signed Republic Act No. 10931 
which institutionalized the free tuition in State Universities and Colleges [SUCs), 
CHED-accredited Local Universities and Colleges (LUCs), and government-run 
Technical Vocational Institutions (TVls), among others, and for the creation of the 
Tertiary Education Subsidy (TES], and remodeling of the National Student Loan
Program (NSLP);

WHEREAS Republic Act No. 10931 specifically provides that, quality 
education is an inalienable right of all Filipinos and it is the policy of the State to 
protect and promote the rights of all students to quality education at all levels. 
Therefore, the State shall take appropriate steps to make such education accessible
to all;”

WHEREAS, Section 11 of UAQTEA expressly prohibits SUCs, LUCs and state- 
run TVls from collecting tuition and other school fees from students except for 
students who voluntarily opt out of the tuition and other school fees subsidy or 
make a contribution to the school:

WHEREAS, accordingly, the law became effective on 18 August 2017, fifteen 
days after its publication in the Official Gazette,

WHEREAS, based on the deliberations on the provision of free tuition and 
other school fees’during the meeting of the bicameral conference committee on










