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RESOLUTION
URGING THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES MARINE SCIENCE 
INSTITUTE (UP-MSI), THE DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY’S 
PHILIPPINE COUNCIL FOR AGRICULTURE, AQUATIC AND NATURAL 
IHi:SOURCES RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (DOST-PCAARRD) AND THE 
PHILIPPINE COUNCIL ON INDUSTRY, ENERGY AND EMERGING 
TECHNOLOGIES RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (DOST-PCIEERD) TO 
CONDUCT EXPLORATION STUDIES ON THE BENHAM RISE AND THE WEST 
PHILIPPINE SEA OVER WHICH THE PHILIPPINES HAS SOVEREIGNTY AND 
JURISDICTION, WITH THE OBJECTIVES OF ACCOUNTING, IN FULL, THE 
EXTENT OF AQUATIC, MINERAL, OIL AND GAS DEPOSITS IN THE 
TERRITORIES AND STRENGTHENING THE CLAIM OF THE PHILIPPINES IN 
THE AREAS

WHEREAS, the 1987 Constitution is explicit in its provisions regarding the national 
territory and the territorial integrity of the Philippines:

• The national territory comprises the Philippine archipelago, with all the islands and 
waters embraced therein, and all other territories over which the Philippines has 
sovereignty or jurisdiction, consisting of its terrestrial, flu vial, and aerial domains, 
including its territorial sea, the seabed, the subsoil, the insular shelves, and other 
submarine areas. The waters around, between, and connecting the islands of the 
archipelago, regardless of their breadth and dimensions, form part of the internal 
waters of the Philippines (Article 1);

• The State shall pursue an independent foreign policy. In its relations with other states 
the paramount consideration shall be national sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
national interest, and the right to self-determination (Article II, Section 7);

• All lands of the public domain, waters, minerals, coal, petroleum, and other mineral 
oils, all forces of potential energy, fisheries, forests or timber, wildlife, flora and 
fauna, and other natural resources are owned by the State. With the exception of 
agricultural lands, all other natural resources shall not be alienated. The exploration, 
development, and utilization of natural resources shall be under the full control and 
supervision of the State. The State may directly undertake such activities, or it may 
enter into co-production. Joint venture, or production-sharing agreements with






