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RESOLUTION

DIRECTING THE COMMITTEE ON LABOR, EMPLOYMENT AND HUM AN RESOURCES 

DEVELOPMENT TO INQUIRE AND REVIEW, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, THE IMPLEMENTATION 

OF THE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS IN AGRICULTURE OF THE TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (TESDA)

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 7796, o the rw ise  know n as TESDA Act o f 1994, 

em pow ers TESDA to  establish and m ain ta in  a system o f accrediting, coord ina ting , 

in teg ra ting , m o n ito rin g  and eva lua ting  fo rm a l and non -fo rm a l techn ica l vocationa l 

educa tion  and tra in in g  program s.

WHEREAS, TESDA Board p rom u lga ted  Resolution No. 98-03 last January 23, 1998 

estab lish ing a un ified  TVET program  reg is tra tion  and accred ita tion  system w hich shall be in 

consonance w ith  the  pursu it o f a qua lity  techn ica l vocationa l education and tra in ing  system.

WHEREAS, the re  are tw o  m a jo r e lem ents o f TESDA accred ita tion :

•  Registration -  (com pulsory) com pliance w ith  m in im um  standards prescribed in 

T ra in ing Regulations and anchored on com petency-based system;

•  A ccred ita tion  -  a fo rm  o f qua lity  assurance w hich is over and above the  

requ irem ents  fo r  Program Registration in UTPRAS w h ich  shall be vo lu n ta ry  in 

na tu re  and a fo rm  o f recogn ition  given by an accred iting  body th a t the  program  

o r th e  in s titu tio n  has m et th e  c rite ria  set by the  accred iting  body.

WHEREAS, learners w ho w an t to  have a nationa l ce rtifica te  m ust take the  

assessment exam. Those w ho  passed the  exam w ill receive a N ationa l C ertifica te  (NC) signed 

by th e  TESDA's d ire c to r general. N ational ce rtifica te  ho lders fo r  th is  course can app ly fo r  a 

jo b  as a fa rm  laborer. There is also a N ationa l C ertifica te  fo r  a fa rm  supervisor (NC 3) and a 

fa rm  teacher (NC 4).



WHEREAS, investing  in skilled F ilip ino w o rk fo rce  can help p rovide inclusive g row th . 

This w ill enhanced th e ir  em p loyab ility , o r have an im proved  prospects fo r  en trep reneursh ip  

and se lf-em p loym ent.

WHEREAS, th e  agricu ltu re  sector is a key em p loym en t gene ra to r in the  Philippines 

and raising the  p ro d u c tiv ity  and e ffic iency in the  sector are c ritica l in m a in ta in ing  the  

a ffo rd a b ility  o f food  and purchasing pow er, especially am ong th e  poor.

WHEREAS, from  2004 to  2010, ag ricu ltu re  and fisheries co n tr ib u te d  an average o f 

18.4 pe rcen t to  GDP and th e  sector g rew  at an average rate o f 2.6 percen t annually. This 

perfo rm ance  is s ign ifican tly  be low  the  ta rge t o f NEDA w hich is sustained g row th  o f 4.4 

percen t to  5.4 percent.

WHEREAS, in te rm s o f em p loym ent, the  sector em ployed an average o f 11.8 m illion  

people . These accounts fo r  a lm ost 35.1 percen t o f the  to ta l w o rk  force. If th e  w ho le  

ag ricu ltu re  value chain is considered, the  to ta l em p loym en t w ou ld  reach 50%.

WHEREAS, the  Philipp ine p ro d u c tiv ity  o f the  ag ricu ltu ra l w o rk fo rce  has increased 

annua lly  by an average o f 1.66 percen t from  PhP19, 894 in 2004 to  Php21, 553 in 2010, land 

p ro d u c tiv ity  in te rm s o f yie lds o f tra d itio n a l crops (e.g. rice, corn, sugarcane and coconut) 

has stagnated o r declined. The Philipp ine ranked fo u rth  in rice, coconut, sugarcane and fifth  

in corn o u t o f the  five ASEAN countries (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and 
V ie tnam ).

WHEREAS, in te rm s o f price (p roducer price), th e  rice in th e  Philippines is th e  m ost 

expensive (US$318.8/MT).

WHEREAS, betw een 2004 and 2010, ag ricu ltu re  and fisheries sector exports rose 

fro m  US$2.5 b illion  to  US$4.1 b illion . The overa ll balance o f trade  in ag ricu ltu re  has becom e 

increasingly passive, w ith  th e  de fic it w iden ing  from  US$837 m illion  in 2004 to  US$3.2 b illion  

in 2010. There is no s truc tu ra l change in th e  s truc tu re  o f Philipp ine exports  in th e  same 

period.

WHEREAS, th e  increasing dem ands on th e  sector' o u tp u t has pu t pressure on its 

na tu ra l resource base. Unsustainable practices em ployed to  im prove  yields have resu lted in 

land degradation and prob lem s o f w a te r ava ilab ility . C lim ate change and th e  ASEAN 

Econom ic in teg ra tion  have m ade com petitiveness o f th e  sector an issue.

WHEREAS, deve lopm ent e ffo rts  is needed to  trans fo rm  the  sector in to  a h igh ly 

p roductive , c lim a te -res ilien t, env ironm en t-fr ie nd ly , and sustainable.



WHEREAS, th e  com para tive  advantage o f th e  ag ricu ltu re  sector is no t fu lly  exp lo ited . 

W e have rem ained to  be the  on ly  ag ricu ltu ra l n e t- im p o rte r am ong com parab le  ASEAN 

m em bers. There are pa rticu la rly  em erg ing crops w h ich  can help balance th e  export 
equation .

WHEREAS, the re  is a rura l bias to  reach th e  secto r considering th a t th e y  are in 

rem o te  areas and inaccessible.

WHEREAS, in th e  absence o r th e  lim ite d  num ber o f fa rm  schools, the re  was 

considerab le e ffo rts  m ade to  encourage fa rm  ow ners to  pu t up fa rm  schools in areas w here  

the re  are none to  im prove  the  capabilities o f fa rm  w orkers and em ployees and hope fu lly  

place new  in te res t using science and techno logy in fa rm ing.

WHEREAS, th e re  is a budget fo r  TESDA Scholarship in ag ricu ltu re  in th e  2016 and 
2017 General A pp rop ria tio ns  Act.

WHEREAS, TESDA has no t fac ilita ted , nor encouraged and help reach o u t to  farm s 

in tend ing  to  be farm  schools because o f m any and changing reg is tra tion  and accred ita tion  

requ irem ents  and procedures being requested from  them .

WHEREAS, except fo r  the  tra d itio n a l courses in ag ricu ltu re  , TESDA has no t paid o u t 

scholarships to  the  farm  schools th a t has com plied w ith  th e ir  ted ious processes since July 
2016.

RESOLVE BY THE SENATE, to  d irec t th e  co m m itte e  on labor, em p loym en t and hum an 

resources deve lopm ent to  inqu ire  and review , in aid o f leg is la tion , the  TESDA Scholarship in 

A g ricu ltu re  program  im p lem en ta tio n  from  the  period 2016 to  the  present.

Adopted ,

SENATOR CYNTHIA A. VILLAR

Sources:

TESDA website, www.tesda.gov.ph
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