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In troduced  by SEN. VICENTE C. SOTTO III

RESOLUTION
RECOMMENDING THE METRO MANILA DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY (MMDA) TO ESTABLISH A FILM FESTIVAL 

EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE INDEPENDENT FILMS DURING THE
LONG SEMESTRAL BREAK

WHEREAS, Section 14, Article XIV of th e  1987 C onstitu tion  

provides tha t:

“The State shall foster the preservation, enrichment, 

and dynamic evolution of a  Filipino national culture 
based on the principle of unity in diversity in a  climate 

of free artistic and intellectual expression”;

WHEREAS, Section  15, Article XIV of th e  1987 C onstitu tion  

s ta te s  th a t:

“The State shall conserve, promote, and popularize the 

nation's historical and cultural heritage and resources, 
a s  well as  artistic creations”;



WHEREAS, Section 16, Article XIV of th e  1987 C onstitu tion  

m a in ta in s  th a t:

All the country's artistic and historic wealth constitutes 
the cultural treasure of the nation and shall be under 

the protection of the State which may regulate its 
disposition.

WHEREAS, th e  M etro M anila Film Festival (MMFF) is an  

a n n u a l film festival c rea ted  to show case locally p roduced  film s as  

no foreign films are  show n in Philippine th e a te rs  for th e  en tire  

d u ra tio n  of th e  festival, w hich ru n s  from D ecem ber 25 

(Christm as) th ro u g h  New Y ear’s Day an d  in to  first w eekend of 

J a n u a ry  in th e  following year;

WHEREAS, by  v irtue of P residen tial Decree No. 1459, an  

Executive C om m ittee w as crea ted  to tak e  charge of th e  MMFF;

WHEREAS, P residen tial Decree No. 1647 reco n s titu ted  th e  

Executive Com m ittee a n d  tran sfe rred  th e  m an ag em en t of MMFF 

to th e  Office of th e  Metro M anila C om m ission, w hich la te r on 

becam e th e  Metro M anila D evelopm ent A uthority  (MMDA), to 

tak e  charge of th e  observance of th e  an n u a l m etropolitan  film 

festival;

WHEREAS, on its  42nd year, th e  MMFF in troduced  

significant ch an g es, particu larly  on th e  crite ria  for choosing th e  

final 8 films to be show n in th e  c inem as -  doing aw ay w ith a  50% 

allo tted  to "com m ercial viability" -  to wit:



• story, au d ien ce  appeal an d  overall im pact (40%)

• cinem atic a ttr ib u te s  or techn ical expertise (40%)

• global appeal (10%), an d

• Filipino sensibility  (10%);

WHEREAS, by reaso n  of th e  new  crite ria  in  place, 

independen t films have dom inated  th is  y ea r's  'Magic 8';

WHEREAS, according to Paciano C abagnot, w hose career in 

cinem a sp a n s  m ore th a n  th ree  d ecad es1, in h is  p ap e r en titled  

“Pinoy Indie 101”, trad itionally , th e  te rm  in d ep en d en t c inem a w as 

coined to refer to  films produced  ou tside  of th e  big stud io  

(Hollywood) system . On th e  o ther h an d , indie films were also 

know n a s  “a r t film s”, a lternative cinem a, or sh o rt films. The 

form er refers to th e  reaso n  why th ese  films were m ade, for 

artis tic  self-expression.

WHEREAS, th e  dom inance of in d ep en d en t films in th e  4 2 nd 

MMFF stirred  d iscu ssio n s in social m edia  an d  in th e  movie 

in d u stry . While th e se  ind ep en d en t films are considered  by som e 

a s  “breath of fre sh  air from the usual funny, fantastical 
storylines,” an d  “encourage people to think;” m ost of the  regu lar 

MMFF m oviegoers are  still looking for th e  k in d s of films screened  

in  th e  previous MMFFs -  m ovies th a t  give them  a  good lau g h 2;

1h ttp :/ /d ls u .academ ia.edu/Edw ardP acianoC abagnot

2 h ttp ://p r im e r .c o m .p h /b lo g /2 0 1 6 /ll/2 0 /m m ff-2 0 1 6 - lin e u p -a n n o u n c e d - in d ie - f ilm s -d o m in a te /

http://dlsu.academia.edu/EdwardPacianoCabagnot
http://primer.com.ph/blog/2016/ll/20/mmff-2016-lineup-announced-indie-films-dominate/


WHEREAS, since  C h ris tm as season  is for ch ildren , a n d  it is 

likewise the  tim e w hen  MMFF m ovies are  being show n in th e  

cinem as; th e  absence  of th e  m a in stream  films in th e  MMFF 

en tries  for 2016 w as prejudicial to th e  regu lar MMFF moviegoers, 

particu larly  th e  ch ild ren , who alw ays look forw ard to th ese  

m ovies to bond, enjoy, be en te rta in ed  an d  sh a re  a  good laugh  

wdth th e ir family an d  friends;

WHEREAS, w hile th e  2016 MMFF en trie s  are  m ostly  

ind ep en d en t films, th e  aud ience tu rn o u t h a s  been  low prom pting  

a  n u m b er of th e a te rs  to drop som e films from its  list of m ovies 

being screened. MMFF official Liza D iho-Seguerra confirm s th is  

developm ent3;

WHEREAS, o th e r th a n  to en su re  th e  p roduction  of quality  

Filipino films, th e  MMFF also prom otes th e  welfare of its  w orkers 

by allo tting re levan t portions of its  p roceeds for its  beneficiaries -  

w hich inc lude th e  Mowel F und , Motion P icture Anti-Film  Piracy 

Council, Film Academ y of th e  Philippines, th e  Film D evelopm ent 

Council of th e  Philippines a n d  th e  O ptical M edia B oard -  w ith th e  

in ten tion  of reform ing th e  local film b u sin ess ;

WHEREAS, in selecting m ostly in d ep en d en t films in th e  

2016 MMFF, th e  m an d a te  of th e  MMFF to prom ote th e  welfare of 

its  w orkers h a s  been  som ew hat b ru sh ed  aside an d  to th e

3 h ttp ://c n n p h ilip p in e s .c o m /e n te rta in m e n t/2 0 1 6 /1 2 /2 7 /s o m e -m m ff-film s -n o -lo n g e r-s h o w in g - in -s o m e - 
c inem as.h tm l

http://cnnphilippines.com/entertainment/2016/12/27/some-mmff-films-no-longer-showing-in-some-cinemas.html
http://cnnphilippines.com/entertainment/2016/12/27/some-mmff-films-no-longer-showing-in-some-cinemas.html


detrim en t of th e  in ten d ed  beneficiaries due  to th e  low earn ings 

from th is  y ea r’s en tr ie s4;

WHEREAS, th e  con tribu tion  of th e  in d ep en d en t film s in th e  

Philippine movie in d u s try  can n o t be d isregarded  as  well a s  th e  

honor they have given th e  coun try  -  considering  th a t  som e 

Filipino in d ep en d en t films have been  nom inated  an d  have 

received n u m ero u s  aw ards in different w ell-regarded 

in te rn a tio n a l film festivals;

WHEREAS, in d ep en d en t films m u s t likewise be given its  

w ell-deserved spo tligh t -  sep ara te  from the  m a in stream  films th a t  

can  take  or divide the  a tten tio n  from them  -  from the  public in 

general;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as  it is hereby  

resolved, to recom m end th a t  the  Metro M anila D evelopm ent 

A uthority  (MMDA) es tab lish  a  film festival exclusively for the  

in d ep en d en t films du ring  th e  long sem estra l b reak  to give the 

festival its  m uch-deserved  an d  m uch-needed  tim e and  a tten tion .

Adopted,

VICENTE C. BOTTO III

4 A lthough , as o f  w rit in g , th e re  is s till no o ffic ia l s ta te m e n t fro m  th e  M M FF re la tive  to  th e  m ovie  proceeds, 
" t ic k e t sales are dow n  com pared  to  p rev ious years" - h ttp ://w w w .f ilip in o s c r ib e .c o m /2 0 1 6 /1 2 /2 7 /in d ie -  
m o v ie s -m m ff-2 0 1 6 /.
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