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A RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COM M ITTEE TO CONDUCT AN 
INQUIRY, IN AID O F LEGISLATION, ON THE W ORSENING CONDITION O F THE 
JA IL  AND PRISON FACILITIES IN THE PHILIPPINES, W ITH THE INTENT OF 
STRENGTHENING GOVERNMENT MANDATE TO UPHOLD THE DIGNITY OF 
THE HUMAN PERSON, TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS AND W ELFARE OF PERSONS 
DEPRIVED OF LIBERTY, AND TO REHABILITATE AND REFORM  INDIVIDUALS 
IN CONFLICT W ITH THE LAW

Whereas, Seetion 19 paragraph 2, Artiele III of the 1987 Constitution provides that the 
employment of physieal, psychological, or degrading punishment against any prisoner or 
detainee or the use of substandard or inadequate penal facilities under subhuman conditions shall 
be dealt with by law1;

Whereas, the Philippines aeceded and ratified the UN Convention Against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment -  an international instrument 
whieh ealls upon the States to take effective legislative, administrative, judieial or other 
measures to prevent acts of torture and other acts of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment in any territory under their jurisdiction";

WHEREAS, the Philippines acceded to the Optional Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which seeks to 
strengthen the proteetion of persons deprived of their liberty against torture and other cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment"1;

Whereas, the poliey of the State to promote the general welfare and safeguard the basic 
rights of every prisoner incareerated in the Philippine national penitentiaries was established 
through the enaetment of Republic Act No. 10575, otherwise known as the “Bureau of 
Corrections Act of 2013;”

Whereas, the Bureau of Corrections (BUCOR) is mandated with the task of safekeeping 
and instituting refomiation programs to inmates sentenced to more than three years pursuant to 
Republic Act No. 10575;

Whereas, the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology (BJMP) is granted the power to 
exercise supervision and control over all city and municipal jails pursuant to Republic Act No. 
6975, otherwise known as the “Department of the Interior and Loeal Government Aet of 1991;”

Whereas, despite the enforcement of numerous legal and institutional reforms in the 
eountry, the current state of the Philippine jail and prison system reveals systemic neglect, if not 
indifference, to the plight of people deprived of liberty and individuals in confliet with the law;
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