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Introduced by Senator Poe

RESOLUTION
RECOMMENDING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 
RELEVANT OFFICE/S TO STUDY AND TO CONSIDER FOR POSSIBLE 

ADHERENCE AND ACQUIESCENCE THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL 

RIGHTS (ICESCR), AS A STRONG AND UNEQUIVOCAL STATEMENT 
ABOUT THE VALUE OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS

WHEREAS, the Philippine Government is one of the 184 member States of the 
United Nations (UN) that ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR) on June 7,1974;

WHEREAS, the ICESCR not only identifies a range of economic, social, and 
cultural rights, but it also requires all peoples to enjoy these rights without discrimination 
such as the fight to work and to have just favorable conditions of work, social security, 
protection of the family, adequate standards of living (food, clothing, and shelter), 
education, benefits to scientific progress and culture;

WHEREAS, the Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Convention on the Elimination and Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW) have been ratified by the Philippine government,

WHEREAS, we all know deep in our hearts the imiversality, indivisibility, 
interdependence, and interrelatedness of all human rights and fundamental freedoms;

WHEREAS, the Optional Protocol makes a “strong and unequivocal statement 
about the equal value and importance of all human rights and the need for strengthened 
legal protection of economic, social, and cultural rights;

WHEREAS, people’s susceptibility to civil and political rights violations are 
heightened by their vulnerable economic, social, and cultural status, i.e. poor access to 
employment, education, health assistance, food security, social security, etc.;

WHEREAS, the poverty incidence in the Philippines between the first semesters 
of 2012 and 2015 only marginally decreased by 1.6% from 27.9 to 26.3% and poverty 
incidence rates increased in the National Capital Region (from 3.8% to 4.5%), Region III 
(12.2% to 13.0%), Region VIII (37.2% and 39.3%), CARAGA (34.1% to 35.3%) and 
ARMM (46.9% to 53.4%) in the same period.

WHEREAS, the UN Human Development Report 2013 ranked the Philippines 
144 out of 186 countries in the Human Development Index, and emphasized the need for




