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A RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS TO CONDUCT 
AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE STATUS AND VIABILITY 
OF THE APPROVED FLOOD MANAGEMENT MASTER PLAN FOR METRO 
MANILA AND SURROUNDING AREAS, WITH THE END IN VIEW OF 
ENSURING A COMPREHENSIVE AND COST-EFFICIENT SOLUTION TO 
THE FLOODING PROBLEM AND WOULD IMMEDIATELY BRING RELIEF 
TO THE PUBLIC

WHEREAS, the Constitution provides that the State should promote a just and 
dynamic social order that will ensure the prosperity and independenee of the nation and 
free the people from poverty through policies that provide adequate social services, 
promote full employment, a rising standard of living, and an improved quality of life for 
all;

WHEREAS, Executive Order 297 or the Administrative Code of 1987 provides 
that the planning, design, construction and maintenance of infrastructure facilities, 
especially national highways, flood control and water resources development systems, 
and other public works in accordance with national development objectives, shall be the 
responsibility of such an engineering and construction arm, which would be the 
Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH);

WHEREAS, Habagat affects the Philippines from July to September and 
frequently submerges Metropolitan Manila under water as massive flooding from heavy 
downpour inundate major roadways, clog waterways, render intersections impassable and 
virtually paralyze public transport with thousands of commuters stranded from 
floodwaters;

WHEREAS, the DPWH identified the three major causes of flooding in Metro 
Manila: the huge volume of water coming from the Sierra Madre mountains, blocked 
drainages in core areas, and the presence of low-lying communities around Manila Bay 
and Laguna Lake;

WHEREAS, of the 100,000 informal settlers in Metro Manila, 60,000 live near 
waterways and of this number, 20,000 are located near the government’s priority 
waterways whose mere presence put at risk the well-being of 2.2 million Metro Manila 
residents out of the total population of 12.88 million;

WHEREAS, the eight priority waterways in Metro Manila identified by the 
DPWH are: San Juan River, Pasig River, Tullahan River, Maricaban Creek, Manggahan 
Floodway, Estero Tripa de Gallina, Estero de Maypajo, and Estero de Simog Apog;

WHEREAS, more than 20,000 informal settler families (ISFs) were relocated by 
the government from priority waterways in Metro Manila;




