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RESOLUTION
COMMENDING FORMER PRESIDENT BENIGNO SIMEON 

“NOYNOY” AQUINO III AND OTHER PATRIOTIC FILIPINOS 
FOR WINNING THE ARBITRATION CASE QUESTIONING 

THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA’S “NINE-DASH LINE” 
CLAIM IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

WHEREAS, The People’s Republic of China’s “nine-dash line” 
claim in the South China Sea has brought tension in the area because 
Filipino fishermen have been prevented by China from fishing in their 
traditional fishing grounds and because it deprives the Philippines of 
almost eighty percent (80%) of its Exclusive Economic Zone extending 
into that area;

WHEREAS, the Philippines, under the leadership of then 
President Benigno Simeon “Noynoy” Aquino III, brought a case for 
compulsory arbitration under the auspices of The United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) against China precisely to 
question China’s “nine-dash line” claim in the South China Sea;

WHEREAS, on July 12, 2016, the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
in The Hague, The Netherlands, ruled on the Philippines’ case1 by 
voiding, through a unanimous vote, China’s “nine-dash line” claim in 
the South China Sea;

WHEREAS, the ruling in the arbitration case will benefit the 
entire Filipino Nation, specifically our fisher folk, as well as future 
generations of Filipinos;

1 The South China Sea Arbitration (The Republic o f the Philippines v. The People’s Republic of 
China).




