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RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE SENATE COMMITTEES ON CLIMATE CHANGE, ENERGY, AND 
JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY IN AID OF LEGISLATION 
ON THE ALLEGED DETRIMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH IMPACTS AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS INFRINGEMENTS ARISING FROM THE OPERATION OF COAL- 
FIRED POWER PLANTS, WITH THE END VIEW OF DETERMINING THE VIABILITY OF 
IMPOSING A MORATORIUM ON THE ISSUANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL COAL- 
FIRED POWER PLANTS, AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CLEAR POLICY TOWARDS A 
LOW CARBON ECONOMY IN LIGHT OF OUR COUNTRY'S COMMITMENTS UNDER 
THE UN FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

WHEREAS, Article n  Sections 15 and 16 guarantee the rights of the people to health and to a 
balanced and healthful ecology;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 9729 or the Climate Change Act of 2009 provides that the State 
shall aim for the stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere within a time 
frame as provided for imder the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Chance 
(UNFCCC); 6

WHEREAS, the UNFCCC calls for the stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations "at a level 
that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic (human induced) interference with the climate 
system. It further states that "such a level should be achieved within a time-frame sufficient to 
allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure that food production is not 
threatened, and to enable economic development to proceed in a sustainable manner";

WHEREAS, in December 2015 at die 21st Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC (COP21), 
195 countries adopted the first ever umversal, legally binding global climate agreement which 
sets out a "a long-term goal of keeping the increase in global average temperature to well below 
2°C above pre-industrial levels" and "to aim to limit the increase to 1.5°C, since this would 
significantly reduce risks and the impacts of climate change";

WHEREAS, under its Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) submitted in 
2015 to the UNFCCC, the Philippines committed to the reduction of its greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions by 70% relative to its business-as-usual scenario of 2000-2030, with the decline in 
emissions coming mostly from the energy, transport, waste, forestry and industry sectors;

WHEREAS, the Climate Change Commission, the government agency tasked to coordinate the 
country's commitments to the UNFCCC, has issued Resolution No. 2016-001 dated May 18,






