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EXFLANATORY
This bill gives substance to the provisions contained in the
Constitution concerning culture. The Constitution, 1in its
Declaration of Principles and State Policies, mandates that the
State shall give priority to arts and culture, i1n order, among
other objectives, to ‘fostef patriotism and nationalism,
accelerate social progress, and promote local human liberation

and development (Art. II, Section 17).

Further, our charter elaborates on this  declared state
policy and devotes five (5) more provisions in pusuance thereof.

Thus, the Constitution states in Article XIV:

"Section 14. The State shall foster the preservation,
enrichment and dynamic evaluation of a Filipine national culture
based on the principle of unity in diversity in a climate of free

artistic and intellectual expression.

Section 15. Arts and letters shall enjoy the patronage of
the State. The State shall conserve, promote and popularize th@
nation's historical and cultural heritage and resources, as well

as artisitic creations.

Section 16. All the country's artistic and historic wealth
constitutes the c¢ultural treasure of the nation and shall be
under the protection of the State which may regulate 1its

disposition.
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Section 17. The State shall recognize, respect and protect
the rights of indigenous cultural communities to preserve and
develop their cultures, traditions and institutions. It shall
consider these rights in the formulation of national plans and

policies.

Section 18. (1) The State shall ensure egual access to
cultural opportunities through the educational system, public or
private cultural entities, scholarships, grants ~and other
incentives and community cultural centers and other public
venues .

(2) The BState shall encourage and support

researches and studies on the arts and culture."

The bill also provides for a structure and organization that
shall implement national policies on culture and the arts, namely
a National Commission on Culture and the Arts (NCCA) which shall
Primarily conserve and promote our national heritage, guarantee a
climate of freedom and vresponsibility, provide support and
dissemination frameworks for all forms of artistic and cultural
exXxpressions, aﬁd preserve and integrate traditional culture and
its various creative expression as dynamic part of the national

cultural mainstream.

The National Commission on Culture and the Arts proposed in
this bill strengthens the Presidential Commission on Culture and
the‘ Arts (PCCA) which was created by Executive Order No. 118.
The basic structure of the presidential commission has been
retained. Both the PCCA and the proposed NCCA avoid the creation

of additional bureaucracy for the implementation of the programs
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and projects that support the policies formulated by - the
commission. Implementation of the programs enlists the
participation and involvement of existing government agencies
such as the National Museum, the National Historical - Institute,
the National Librarvy, the Cultural Center of the Philippines,
etc. which have for a long time been discharging functions
related to the promotion and encouragement of culturé and the

arts in behalf of the government.

The bill underscores the active idinvolvement and close
coordination between the government and the private sectors 1n

promoting the 1interest of arts and culture, as well as the

democratic process of selecting the members of the commission and

the national councils for the various arts sectors and cultural

fields.

The - bill, in addition. provides for the creation of the
National Endownment Fund for Culture and the Arts, from monies

raised, again by both the government and the private sector, as

well as mechanism to maximize the participation of non—

governmental institutions and individuals in our effort to

preserve, revitalize and develop Philippine culture and the arts.

The sponsors of this bill wish to reiterate that in the
preparation of the draft of this bill which underwent several
revisions, a series of consultations with artists and cultural

workers from the provinces as well as Metro Manila were held to
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" best embody in the provisions of this bill the spirit and the
intention of the philosophy of culture which the Filipino artists

and cultural workers themselves articulated and formulated.

The adoption of this bill is éarnestly requested.

-~

LETI RAMOS SHAHANI
Senator

Lo 0 '
EDGARDO J. m |

Senator
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three to five members elected by the Commiszsion from
among themselves to ¥ B8 DOWerS which ol
Commission may delegate to it. Any decision by the
Exscutive Commitiee shall bes effective unless
diwapproved by the Commission:
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A Sub~-Commission on Cultursl Heritage:
1. National Coumncil 211 Librariss and
Information Services ‘
2. Mational Council on Archives
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4., al Council on Monuments and Eitss
B Sub-Commission on bthe Grbs:
G a1 Council on Literary Aris
- al Douncil on YVisual Arts
i@l Douncil on Arohitechurs
yal Council on Dramatic Arts
al Council on Broadeoast Arts
al Council on i 1 farts
al Council on
I Council on
[ Sub~Commizsion on Cultural Disseminabtion:
12 _Mational Coumcil Ty Languamgs arntd
Tranzlation - :
L4, Matiomnal Courncil o Cultural Events
15. Mational Tronameil oon Coltural Education
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without compensation, shall be slected by artists and
cultural groups of sach respective sector,
The members of the national councils shall

initiate and mand btor the preservation, consaervation,

st oomntion of local culturss im ive

a1 They shall be autonomous in the implementation

af  local cultural programs but shall coordinate with
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