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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
INTER-COUNTRY ADOPTION BOARD
MANILA

£
%%NDHE \TIONS
. =R-COUN ADOPTION
. Pursuant fo the autfionty.of the Ipter try Adoption Board under Section 6,
paragraph (a), of themise known as ‘The Inter-Counlry Adoption
Act 1995," the feflowin i arg Tereby promuigatad 1o govem the
adopticn of a Filping child abread:™
ARTICLE |
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1. POLICY OBJECTIVES. - It shafl be lhe policy of the State to
provide every neglected and abandoned chil with a family that will provide such
child with love and care as well as oppontunities for growth and development.
" Towards this end, efforts shall be exerted to place the child with an adoptive family
in the Phifippines. However, the State shall'take reasures to ensure that inter-
country adaptions are afiowed when the sarme shail prove beneficial to the child's
best intarests, and shall serve and protect hissher fundamentas rights, In order to
praverit the sale, trafficking and abduction of children.

SECTION 2. APPLICABILITY. -~ The Rules shall apply to the adoption of a
Filipino child in a forefgn country by a persen who may not be gualified to adopt
under the Family Code.

ARTICLE )i
DEFINITION OF TERMS

SECTION 3. DEFINITION OF TERMS. — As used in these Ruigs, uniess the
context otherwise requires, the following terms are shall mean:

{a) “Child" shall refer to a Filipino chiid below fiftzan (15) years of age who can
be legally adopted; .

{b} “Inter-Country Adaption” shall refer to the socio-legal process of adopting a
Filipine child by a farelgn national or & Filipino citizen pérmagentiy residing abroad
whare the petition for adoption is filed, the supervised trial custody is undentaken,
and the decree of adoption is issued in tha foreign country where the applicant
resides thereby creating a permanent parent-child relationship between the child
' and the adoptive parents; - -

(¢} *Department” shalt refer {o the Department of Social Welfare and
‘Development;

(d) “Secretary” shall refer to the Secretaiy of the Departmant; -

{2) “Board” shall refer to the Inter-Country Adoption Beoard which is the centra
authorlty in matters relating to inter-country adoption and the policy-making hody
for the purposed of carrying cut the provisions of ALA. No. 8043;

{f) “Chairpersen” skali refer to the Chairperson of the Bgard:

{9) *Committea” shall refer to the Inter-Couniry Adoption Placemnent Committee;

(R} “Foreign Adoption Agency” shall refer to the State welfare agency or the
licansed and accredited agency in the country of the foreign adoptive parents that
provides comprehensive sotial services and is duly recognized by the Depariment;

(i) “Chilf Caring Agancy” shall refar to & wellare agency that providss a twenty-
four (24)- hour resident group care service for the physical, mental, social and
spirtual well-being of nine {9) or more mentaly gifted, abandened, neglected,
disabled, or disturbed children, or youth offerders. The term shall indude an
institution whose primary purpose is education whensver ning (9) or more of its
pupils or wards in the ordinary course of events do not return annuzlly to the
hemes of thelr parents or guardians for at least two (2) months of summer vacation.

{j} “Child Piacing Agency” shall refer to an institution licensed by the Dapartment
o assume the care. cusiody, protection and maintenance of children for purposes
of adoption, guardianship or foster care;

{k) “Applicaticn® shall seler to the application form with & hamestudy report for
the inter-courtry adaption of a chiid, including its supporting documants;

() “Applicant” shall refer to a person or a marvied couple who files an application;

*{m) "Matching® refers to the judicious pairing of the applicant and the child to
promote a mutually satisfying parent-child refationship; and,

(n) "Act™ shail refer to Republic Act No. 8043, otharwise known as “The Inter-
Country Adoption Act of 1995.”

ARTICLE Il
INTER-COUNTRY ADQOPTION BOARD

SECTION 4, MEETINGS. - The Board shall meet reqularly or upon the call of
the Chaimerson. In the absence of the Chairperson, the members present who
censtitute a quorum may choosa a presiding officer from ameng themselves, A
majority of all the members of the Beard shall constitute a quorum. The Board may
hold meetings in executive session.

SECTION §. VOTING. — The Board shall act as a body. The vote of a majarity
ofthe members of the Board constituting a quorum shall be necessary to perform
fts functions, The Chairperson of the Board shall not vote in 2 mesting except to
break a tie.

ARTICLE 1V
SECRETARIAT

SECTION 6. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. — The Board shall have a Secretariat

| headed by an Executive Director who shali be appointed by tha Chaimarenn wisk

SECTION 19. RENEWAL OF ACCREDITATION, — The SBoard shall re-accredit previously
accregited foreign adoption agencles in erdar to ensure that ai partinant reguiraments far proper
inter-country adopilon are current ard valid, The Board shatl inspect the facilities of the foreign
adoption agancy once gvery four {5} years but may require perodic reperis.

SECTION 20. FEES, — Na fees or charges of any kind shait be charged in connaction with
ficensing and accreditation under tha Acl.

ARTICLE VI
SUSPENSION QR REVOCATION
OF LICENSE OA ACCREDITATION

SECTION 21, GROUNDS, - Tha Board shall suspend or revoka the license or accrditation
issued 10 a child caring or ¢hild placing agency or foreigr adoption agency on any of the following
grounds:

{a) imposing or accepling directly or indirectly any consideration, Mmohay, §oods ar safvices.
in exchange of an allocation of a child in vigiation of the Rules;

{b} Misrepresenling or concaaling any vital information required under the Rules;

{c¢) Offering monzy, goods ar sarvices (6 any member, official or employea, or representative
of the Board, ta give preference in the adoption process 10 any applicant;

fd) Advenlising of publishing the name or photagraph of a child ler adoption o influence any
parson to appiy for adoption except special homalinging for hard-to-place childran;

{a) Failure to perinmm any act required under the Rules that resulls In prejudice to ths child
of applicant;

(#) Appointing or designating any liaison or agent without prior appraval of the Boarg;

{g) Engaging in matching arrangement of any contact to pre-identify a ¢hifd in viclation of
the Rules; or

{h) Any other act in violation ¢f the provisions of the Act, the Rules and ather related laws,

SECTION 22, WHO MAY INITIATE ACTION TO SUSPEND OR REVOKE LICENSE OR
ACCREDITATION, — The Boatd. mouproprio upon receipt of any mformatien regarding any
violation of imeqularity, or upon receipt of & complaint under oath or request for investigation,
may conduct inihial inguiries and upen being satisfied that the repor, complaint or request for
investigation has legal and factual basis, shall raguire the agensy cencerned to answer within
litteen (15) working days from receipt of notice, furnisking the agency concemned with copy of
the complaint or a brief staterment of the recor of request.

SECTION 23. PROCEEDINGS FOR SUSPENSION OR REVIOCATION, — Upen recaipt of ‘

the answer or failure to receive an answer within tha required pericd, the Board shall eonduct a
hearing or investigation and decide according to the avidence. Depending upor the gravity of
tha violatian charged or if the agency shall f«il to answar, the Board shall suspend any dealings
with the agency concarmed during the pendency of the Investigation.

SECTION 24. ACTICON OF THE 80ARD. - Upan lermination of the investigation, tha Board
siall dismiss the charge,-or suspand or fevoke the ficensa or accreditation of the agency
concerned, if the evidence 5o warmants.

The Board's decision shall ba sent to the agency concemed, tha Depanment, the regulatory

of the state or country where the agency operates, and the Dapanment of Foreign Affairs.

ARTICLE VI
INTER-COUNTRY ADOPTION PROCESS

SECTION 25. WHO MAY BE ADOPTED, - Any child who has been veluntarily commitied to
the Cepartment as dependent, abandoned, ar naglected pursuant ta the provisions of the Child
and Youth Welfare Gode may ba tha subject of Inter-Country Adoptian; Provided thatin the case
of @ child who is voluntarily committed, the physical transfer of said ¢hild shall ba made not
aafligr than six (5) months from the date the Deed of Valuntary Commitment was exacuted by
the child's bloiogical parsnys. The prohibilion against physical transfer shall not apply te adoption
by & retalive or children with special madical eondilions,

SECTION 25. \WWHO MAY ADOPT. - Any lorelgn nationaf or Filipine cilizen pemmanently
rasiding abroad who has the qualifications and none of the disqualifications undsar the Act may
file an appiication it he/she:

(a}is al feast twanty-saven (27) years of ags:

{b) is at least sixteen (16) years alder than the child to be
adopled at the time of the filing of the application, unless Ihe
appiicant is the parent by nature of tha child to be adopted or is
the spouse of such parent by nature;

{¢} has the capacity to act and assume al! the rights and
respansibifities incident ta parental authority under hissher
natienal lave,

{d) has undergone appropriate counselling from an accredited
counselor in his/her country;

{e) has not been canvicted of a enme invalving moral lurpilude;

(!} 1s eligible to adopt under his/har national law;

(g) can provide the proper care and suppost and give the
necessary moral values and exampla o the child and, in the
proper ¢ase, to all his/her other chiidren;

(h) comas from & country

(i) with whom the Philippines has diplomatic relatians;

i) whose gavernment maintsins a foreign adoption ageney; and

iii} whose laws allow adoption; and

1} files [ointiy with histher spouse, f any, who shall have tho same
qualifications and none of the disqualifications to adogl as

. preseribed abave.

SECTION 27. FORK OF APPLICATION. — An application shail be in the form prescribed by
the Board. it shall include an underaking under oath siyned by the applicant te uphold the rights
of tha child under Phifiapine faws and the appkcant’s national laws, the Urited Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Chiid, and ¢ abide by the provislons of the Act and all rules and ragulations
issyed pursuant thereto. Tha application shail Include an undartaking that sheuld the adoplion
not ba approved, or if for any reason tha adoption does not take place, the applicant shail pay
for the cost of travel bagk to the Philippines of the ¢hiid and his/her companion, If any.

SECTION 28, SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS OF AFPLICATION. — Tha follewing documents,
written and efficially transiated in English shall accompany the Application: .

(a) Family and Home Study reports on the family and homa life of
the agplicant;
{b} Birth certifizate of the aeolicant

chiid's parents-guardians or custadians, nor shail any contact between them cencarming a
particuiar child be done before the matching proposat of the Cemmitles has been approved
by tha Board, This prohibition shall not 2pply 11 cases of adaptian ol a relative of in excapticnal
cases where tha child's best iniérest, as detémminag by the Boang, is at stake.

SECTION 28, PLACEMENT AUTHORITY. - Upcn recept of the applicant's acceplance
of the matching proposal and gonfirmation of the pie-adoptive placemant plans prasented by
the loreign atoption agency, the Board shall issue the Placement Autharity within five (5}
werking days. A ceriified excemi of the Minutes of the meating ¢f the Commiltes approving
tha matching shalt ba attacned 1@ the Placement Authority and shall form part of the redords of
the child. . L ;

Copy ol the Placement Authority shali be transmitted 1o the Deparinent of Foreigin Alfalrs
znd fo the foraign adoption agency. C . -

SECTION 38, PRE-ADOPTIVE PLACEMENT COSTS. — Upon aceeptanca of tha matehing
praposal, the applicant, through the foreigr: adoption agency, shall pay for the expenses
incidantal g the pra-adoptive placement of the child, including the cost of tha child's travel and
medical and psychological evaluation and otiier related expsnses. Under exceplional
cifcumstances, the Board may delrzy the costs subjecl to reimbursamant. B

SECTION 40. PRE-DEPARTURE PREFPARATION OF THE CHILD, —After tha jssiance
of the Placernent Authority and prior o separiure abroad, the child shall be given the necessary
preparation and guidance by the chiid caring/placing agancy which submitted tha matehing
proposal or by the soclal worker of the Dapaniment in case of adoption by a relative, imorder
to minimize the trauma of separation from the persans with wihom the child may hava fermed
attachments and to ensura that the child is physicafly and emolionaily ready lo travel and to
form naw relaticnships. :

SECTION 41, FETCHING OF CHILD BY APPLICANT. ~ The applicant shall personally
fatch the chiid from the Philippines not [ater than thirty {30} days after notice of Issuanca of the
visa of the ¢chiid for travel 1o the country where tha aoplicant rasides.

The unjusiified failure of the applicant to fetch the chilg within said pariod shall resultin the
automatic cancefation of the Plagement Authonty.

SECTION 42. TRANSFER OF CUSTODY OF THE CHILD. - Tra! custody shall start
upon acwsal physical transfer of the chid ta the apiicant whe, as a¢tual custodian, shalf
axercise substitule parentaf authority over the person of the child, In 2!l cases, the forgign
adoption agency snall supervise and monitor the exercise of cysiody by maintaining
communication with the agplicant from tha time: the child leavas the Philippines.

SECTION 43. SUPERYISION OF PRE-ADOPTIVE PLACEMENT. — Tha foreign adoption
agency shalt be responsible for the pre-adoptive placement, care and famity sounseling of
the ¢hild for at least six (8) menths Iram (he asrival of the child in the residence of the applicant.
During the period of pre-adoplive placament, the foreign adaption agency shall finish the
Board with bi-monthiy repons on the child's health, psycho-secial agjusiment and refationshios
which the child has developed with the applican: including the apglicant's heaith, financial
conditien and legat capacity. The Board shall furnish the child's home agency a copy of the
repart. .

SECTION 44. EMERGENCY REPORT. — During the tral custedy peried..tha fersign
adaption agency shall notity the Boara of any inciderit that. may have resulted In a serious
Impaitrment of 1he relationship between the child and the applicant or of any serious ailmen; or
Injury suffered by the child, as soon as possible but nct later than seventy-two-{72) hours after
tha,incidant or the discevery of the ailment or injury. . -

SECTION 45, —TERMINATION OF PRE-ADOPTIVE RELATICNSHIR — If tha pra-adepl
refationship is found unsatisfactory by the child or the appticant, or both, ar if the ferelgn
adoption agency finds that the conlinued placement of the chiid is not in the chids bast
intgrests, said relationship shall be suspended by tha Bearc and the foreign adeption agency
shall arrange for the ¢hitd's imporary care. No termination of pre-adoptive relationshin shal
bs made unless it is shown that the forelgn adoption agency has exhausted all means ©
ramove the cause of the unsalisfactory relationship which impedes or prevents tha creation of
a mutually satisfactory adoptive relationship. T

SECTION 46. NEW PLACEMENT FOR CHILD. — in tha event of temminarion of the pre-
adoptive refationship, tha Board shall identify from the Rester of Applicanis a qualified family
ta adopt the child with due consideration for suitability and proximily. In the absence of any
suitable family In the Roster of Applicants, the foreign adoption agency may propose a
replacement family whose application shall be filed for the consideration of the Board,

The consent of lha chilg shall ba cblained in relation to the measures 1o be laken under
ihis Sectiar, having regard in paricuiar ta hisher age and level of marrity,

SECTION 47. REPATRIATION GF THE CHILD, — The child shal ba repatriated as a last
resortif found by the Board (o be In his/ner best interests. if the Boand in coorgination with the
loreign adoption agency faifs 1c lind another placement for the child within 2 reasonatita period
of time afier Iha termination of the pre-adoptive relationship, the Board shall arrange far the
child's repatriation. The Board shall inform the Deparimant, the child caring/placing agency
concermed and the Depariment of Foreign Affairs, of the declsion: ta repatriate the child.

SECTION 48, CONSENT TO ADOPTION. - It a satislactory pre-adoptiva relationship is
lormed between the applicant and the child, the Board shall iransmit the written consant to the
adoption executed by the Depanment to the foreign adeption agency within thirty (30) days
attar receipt of the latter's request, .

SECTION 49, FILING OF PETITION FOR ADOPTION. Tha applicant shali fite tha petition
for the adopticn ol tha child with the proper coun er tibunal in the country whers the applicant
residas within six (6) manths aiter the completion of the tnal custedy pariod.

SECTION, 50, ~ DECREE OF ADDPTION. — A copy of the final decres of adoption ol the
child, including the cenificate of citizenship/naturalization whenever applicabla, shatl be
transmitted by tha foreign adoption agency to the Beard within ona {1) month affer its Issuance.
Thae copy of the adoplion decree shail form par of tha recards of the Baard which shaXl requica
the recording of the final judgment in tha appropriata lacal and foreign Clvit Register.

SECTION. 51, - GISMIS SAL OF PETITION FOR ADQPTION, - In case of dismissal by
the foreign tribunat of the petition for adoplion fifed by the applicant, the procedures under
Sections 45, 46, and 47 shall apply.

SECTION 52, POST-ADOPTION SERVICES. ~ The Board shail establish a program of
post-adoption sanvices in cooperation with loga) child caring and child placing 2gencies and

foreign adaption agencies.
" . P ¢ ARTICLE IX
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SECTION 8. QUALIFICATIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. - Tha
Executive Director shall have the qualifications of a Direclor IV, a master's degree
in Social Work or its equivalant In a ralated discipline, and at least fiva (5) years of
Supeivisory experience, two (2) yaars of which shouid be in the area of child care
and plagemesnt.

SECTION 8. SUPPORY STAFF. - The Secretanat shall have such operating
units and peraqpnel’as the Board may find necessary for the proper performance
of its functions,

SECTION 10. FUNCTIONS OF THE SECRETARIAT. — Tha functions of the
Secretasiat shall include the following:

- ~.{a).maintain and facilitate communications with the
Committee and the different government offices, non-
* "'gévernmeantal agencies and the general public;
- (b} review and process applications, matching proposals,
) placement and all documents requiring action by the
- Board;
(;;} review Ilcensmg and accredntauon applications of
agencies for action by the Board,
(d) provide secretariat, records keeping, and other
services to the Board and the Committes; and
- (&) parform such other duties as the Board may direct.
ARTICLE V
- PLACEMENT COMMITTEE

SECTION 11, .COMPOSITION, — Tha matching of a child to a foreign adoptive
family shall be approved by the Board upon the recommendation of 2 Committee
which shallhave-five (5} members composed of a ¢hild psychiatrist or psychologist,
a medical doctor or pediatncian, a iawyer, a registered social worker, and a
representative of a non- governmental orgamzahon engaged in child welfara
activities.

The Board shak appeint qualified persons who shail serva in the Committee Jor
a term of two (2) years which may be renewed,

SECTION 12, FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE. - The Commitles shat
have the fellowing functions:

{a} carry out an integrated system and network of selection
and matching of applicants and ¢hildren;
. (b} recornmend to the Board approvai of applications and
matching proposals; and
. {c) perfornm such other functions and duties as may be
prescribed by the Board.

SECTION 13, ALLOWANCES OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS. - A committes
member shall raceive an honorarium of One Thousand Pesos {P1,000.00} for
each meeting actually attended; Provided, that the total amount of honcrarium
that ?h member may receive shall not exceed Four Thousand Pesos (P4,000.00) a
mon
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(] F’nyssca& a."s rneab.a! evaluataon bya culy licensed pnySlC-an.
and psychological avaluation by a psyehalogist

{1} Latest income tax FEIUM ar any olher gocuments showing the
financia) capability of the applicant;

(g} Clearance issued by the police or other proper govemment
agency al the placa where the applicant resides;

{h} Characier reference (rom the local churchyminister, the
applicant's amployer and a nor-relative member of the
immediats community who have known tha azplicant for at
least five (5) years:

{1} Cervtication feomn the Depanment of Justica or cther approgriate
governmant agency that the applicant is qualified to adopt
under their national law and that the child to be acopted is
allewed ta anter the country for trial custody and reside
pemanantly In the s2id ptace once adopied; and

{j) Recent postcard-size pictures of the applicant and his
immediate family. -

SECTION 29. FEES, CHARGES AND ASSESSMENTS. — There shall be a fee of $100
upan filing of the application anc $960 upon acceptance of the matching propasal for processing
and operational expenses of the inter-country adopiion pregram, and other charges and
assessments for child cars and placement programs anc services. Faes for applicants for
special ngeds children shall be a filing fee of $100 and a processing fee of $400. Such fees,
charges and assessments shail be indicated on the application ro:m and communicated to all
{oreign adontien agenciss.

SECTION 20, WHERE TO FILE APPLICATION. — The application shall be flled with tha
Beard through a forelgn adoption agency in the country where the appficant resides. In the case
of a loreign national who has filed a petition for adoptian in the Philippines under Article 184 of
the Family Code bul after hearing is found to be not qualified under any of the exceptions
thereln, the Regional Trial Court where the case is penting may detarmine if the petitioner Is
qualified 10 adapt under the Act and the Redes. I the pstitionar has all the qualifications and
nena of the disqualitications, the Count shall issue an order for inclusion of the petitioner, upon
filing of the application and fee, in the Board's Roster ot Applicants, and shall direct the patitionsr

10 submita Deed of Voluniary Commiiment of the child executed by the chlid's parenis in favor

of the Department.

SECTION 31, ACSTER OF APPLICANTS. — Tha Board shall act on each application and
dirgct the Secretariat o includs those appraved In the Roster of Applicants within one (1} month
from receipt thereof.

SECTION 32. ENDORSEMENT OF CHILD FOR INTER-COUNTRY ADOPTION. — A child
who has been committed to the Depadimen! and whi: may be availzble fos inter-cotntry adoption
shall be endorsed to the Board by the Deparnimant. The endersement shall contain a certification
by the Depanment that all passibilities for adeption of the child in the Philippines bave been
exhatsted and that inter-country adoption Is in the best interests of the child. The endarsement
must be made within ong (1) week aftertransmittai of the child study report and othar pertinent
documents frem the local placement committee far inter-regionat matching.

SECTION 33. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS. - The lollowing documents pertaining ta the
child shall be attached to the endorsement:

{a) Child Study Repor which shall includs information abeut the
chitd’s dentity, upbringing, and ethnic, religicus and cultural
backgrounds, social envirenment, family kistory, medical

Sgunsailing, of hisrher duiy authonzed resrassntat .
spoyse, parent of parents, direct descencants, ¢ guan.‘ el
or [egal institution !egaliy in ¢harge of the adopted pe:son T T
a minon ~
B} the coust or proper pubhc otficiat whenaver necessatyin an
administrative, Judicial or other oHicial pracesding to . .
determina the identity of the parent or parents or of the "~
circumstances surnrsunding tha birth of the crpld'adopted st
parson; or I
¢} the nearesl kin, in case of the death of the chuld.'adopled

parso .

SECTION 54. PHESERVATION OF INFORMATION, — The Board shall ensure that
information held by them concerning the origin of the chil/adoptad person, in particular the
idantity of his/her biclogical parents, is peeserved,

SECTION 55, LLEGAL ADOPTION, - Any parson who shall knowingly panlclpata intha
conduct of carrying out of an ifegal adeption shall be punished with imprisanmant ranging
Irom six (6} years and one (1) day lo twelve {12) years and/or a fine of not lass than Fifty
Thousand Pesos (P50,000.00), but not mare than Twe Hundred Thousand Pesos
(P200,000,00), at the discretion of tha court. For purposaes ol this Act, an adeption Is ilegal it
itis effected In any manner contrary Lo the provisions of this Act or established State poricies,
its implamenting mle" anﬁ regulallons execuuve agreements, and other laws periaining %o
adoption,

SECTION 56. PRESUMP’I‘ION OF ILLEGALITY. — An adopiiori shall ba presumed ilegal it

(2) the consent for an adoption was acquired Ihrough, or attendeg
by coarcion, fraud, or improper materal Inducement;

{b) there is no autharity from the Board to effect adoption;

{¢} the precedures and safeguards placed under the Act for
adeption were nat complied with; or

() if the chitd to be adopted is subjecied or exposed o danger,
abuse and exploitation.

SECTION 57. VIOLATION OF CONFIDENTIALITY. - Any perscn whe shall violate the
confidentlatity and integrity of records, documents and communicalions fefasing o adoplich
applicalions, cases and processas, shall suffer the penally of imprisonment ranging fsom one
(1} year and one {1} day to two (2) years, andfor a ing ot not less than Five Thousand Pesos
{P5,000.00) but not more than Ten Thousand Pesos (P10,000. 00) at the discretion of the

court.

SECTION 58, ATTEMPT TO COMMIT OFFENSE.~ A penalty lower by two (2) degrees
than that prescribed for the consummated felany described above shalt be imposed upon the
principals of the atterngt ta commit any of the acts herein enumerated.

SECTICN 59. CHILD TRAFFICKING. — Acts punishable under the above provisions shafl
be considered as an offense eonstituting child trafficking and shall be punished with reciusion
perpalua when committed by a syndicate ar where it involves bvo or morg childran.

An ¢ffense is deemed cormnmitted by a syndicate if it is carried out by:a group of three {3)
of More persons consginng and/er contedsraling with one anomer in carrying out any of the
unlawiul acts.

Penzlties herein provided shall be in addition 16 any other penaltias which may be imposed
for the same acts punishable under other laws, ordinances, axecutive onders and proclamatons.

SECTION &0. PUBLIC OFFICERS AS OFFENDERS. - Any govemment official, employss
or functionary who shall be found guilty of violating any of the provisions of this Act, or who

TeT

- - history and special needs; shail conspire with privata individuals shall, in additton to the apove-prescribed penatiies, be
- SECTION 14. RULES OF PROCEDURE. - Subject to the approval of the Board, (b} Birth of foundling certificate; penalized ?n accardance wilh existing civil servics laws, rules and raguiations: Provided, that
£ the Committee shall fix its own internal rules and grocedures, including the selection {c) Decree of abandonmsnt of the child, or tha death cenliticate of upon the filing of an administrative or criminal cass, the public officer concerned stal
Ao of its chairpersen. e child’s parents, or the Deed of Valuntary Commitment autornatically be suspended from office Lntil the resolutien of the case..
ol SECTION 15. MEETINGS. — The Cormmitiee shall mest ragularly or upon the cell of axecuted after ha birth of ihe ohild and after proper ) ARTICLE XI
e ﬁ the Board. counselling as to the eifect of termination of parental authority FINAL PROVISIONS
=5 ARTICLE W1 to en_s‘éure that consent was not induced by menetary or othes SECTION 61, INTERPRETATION OF THE PAOVISIONS OF THE RULES, - Any dcth
consideration; ar vangueness in the provisions of the Rules shall be interpreted for the besl interasts of the o
ﬁ iﬁ SECTION 15. LOCAL clﬂﬁ_%Ngﬂ?N?E;ocgﬁ%rgmg&G AGENCIES, - Only local (d) Medical svaluation or Risiory, ingluding that of the chiild's enlid g
Ri-Fialy I L ony biolagical parents, if availabie; SECTION 52. REPEALING CLAUSE, — The provisions under the Pules shall suparseda

child caring and placing agancies licensed and actredited by tha Department ang with persanngl (6) Psychological evaiuation. &s may be ngcessary; and

ey WA iy

and facilitigs to undenake a comprehensive child wellare program shall be acgredited by the
Board to participate in the inter-country adeplion program.
SECTION 17, FOREIGN ADOPTION AGENCIES. - No foreign adoplion agency shall ba
2llowed o participate in tha Philippines inter-country adeption program unlass it is grantad by
the Board an accregitation in its own nams. The accreditation from the Board shall be lssued .
upon submission of the fallowing requirements;
{a) A license andfor accreditation or authorization from its
govemment togperale as an adeption agency to carry sut intar-
countly adoption;
(b} Name and qualifications of the members ¢f the board of directers,
senlor officers and other staff involved ininter-country adoption;
(c} Detailed description of Its programs and sefvicas, rasearchers
and publications;
{d} Audited linancial reportincluding sources of lunds, adoption fees
and charges;
(8) Undenaking undar gath that & shall assume responsibility for
the selection of qualified applicants; that it shall comply with the
Phiiippine laws on inter-country adoption; thatit shail infarm the
Board of any change in 1he foregaing information; and shall
comply with post adoption requirements as specified by ke
Boarg; ang
(1} - Such other requirements which the Board may deem necessary in
the bast interests of the ¢hild.
Authentication of the aforementioned documents shali be made by either the official
designated by the Philippine ambassy or consulas in ihe gountry where the foreign adaption
ageney operates, of the autharized official of tha embassy or consulata In the Philippinas of
the cauniry where the fareign adoption agency cperales.
SECTION 18, LIAISON SERVICES. — Cnly a nor-peofit lleensed and aceredited chilg
caring of ¢hild placing agendy shall be allowed {0 serve as a representative of 8 [oreign adoption
agency. and subject lo prior approval by the Board based on speciflc requirements.
‘Tha Board' shak periodically review the fiaison senvices and may teminate any such senvices
when, after a thorough evaluation, the agency is proven o have viotated the: requinements under these
Rules. Tha agency concemed shakl ba given prior natica as provided lorin Section 22,

(1} Child's own consent if he/she is ten {10} years or older,
witnessed by a social worker of the child caring/placing
agency and after proper counselling.

SECTION 34, MATCHING. - The malching of the child to ar applicant shall be carmied cut
during & matching conference befare the Commitiee participated in by the exaeculive director or
social worker ol the child caring agency or the sccial worker of the Depariment in case of adoption
by & refative. The Board shail set the guidelines for the manner by which the matching pracess
shall b gondutted and shail include among others the following:

{a) Matching proposat

{b) Filing of matching proposat

{c) Presentation by the social worker

{d) Deliberations

(e Committee action (approval, disapproval or deferment)
{f) #Mction lor reconsidaration

SECTION 35, APPROVAL QF MATCHING. - The Commiltee shal! endorse the matching
proposal te the Board for #s approval of other apprepriata action. Tha endorsement shalt state
tha reasens for the Commitlee’s recommendation on the placement.

act on the marching proposat of the Committee. If the same is approved, a notice of matching
shall e sent ta the concemad foreign adeption aganey wilhin ive (5) days lrom date of approval
and shall be accompanied by the following documents: -

{a} Child Study Repon;

{b) Heakn cerificate 2nd medical history cf tha child;

(c) Recent phatographs of tha chitd; and

{d) temized pre-adoplive placement casts.

The applicant shall notity the foreign adeption agency in writing of hismher decision on the
matching proposal within fifleen (15) calendar days from receipt of sald propasal unless the
zpplicant requasts for additianat information abaut the child. The matching praposal shalk ba
deemed rejectedil the applicant, through the loreign adoption agency, fails to notily the Board of
hisMar decision within filteen {15} days fzom receipi of the notice.

- SECTION 37. NO CONTACT BETWEEN APPLICANT AND CHILD'S PARENTS. - No
matching arrangement sxcept under these Rulas shall be made betwesen the applicant and the

SECTION 36. BOARD ACTION CN APPROYED MATCHING. - The Board shal immec:liateiy'/;ﬁ"L

any other rules and regulations on 1hs Inter-Country Adoption of Fllipino children,

SECTION 63, SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. — The declaration of invalidity of any provision
of the Aules or part tharect shall not affect the validity of the remaining pravisions.

SECTION 64, EFFECTIVITY CLAUSE. — The Rules shall take effect fifteen (15} days
afier its publication in two (2) newspapers of general &irculation, except those whish pertain io
sait-exgcuting provisions of the Act.

Approved in the City of Manila this 26th dayof D_an_bg_ln the year: of ourLord Nineteen
MHundred and Ninety-Five.

INTER-COUNTRY ADOPTION BOARD
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