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December 31~ 1995 ·~ .. :jfJfE''Mli:N'fLK·fi'IMi!.!f. • , · ' Siict\on A PiJge a 

• 

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
INTER-COUNTRY ADOPTION BOARD 

MANILA 

ARTICLE I 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 1. POUCY OBJECTIVES.- II shafl be the policy of the State fO 
provide every negl_ected and abandC'11ed ch~d with a family that will provide such 
child with love and care as well as opportunities for growth and development. 

·Towards this end, efforts shaU be exerted to place the child with an adoptive family 
in the Philippines. However, the State shall' take. measures to ensure that inter· 
countly adoptions are allowed when the same shall prove beneficial to the child's 
best intarests, and shall serve and protect his/her fundamental rights, In order to 
prevent the sale.trafficking and abduction of children. 

SECTION 2. APPLICABILITY.- The Rules shall apply to the adoption of a 
Filipino child in a foreign country by a person who may not be qualified to adopt 
under the Family Code. 

ARTICLE II 
DEFINITION OF TERMS 

SECTION 3. DEFINITION OF TERMS. -As used in these Rules, unless the 
context otherwise requires, the following terms are shall mean: 

(a) "Child" shafl refer to a Filipino child below fifteen (15) years of age who can 
be legally adopted: 

(b) "Inter-Country Adoption" shall refer to the socio-legaJ process of adopting a 
Filipino Child by a foreign national or a Filipino citizen permanently residing abroad 
where·the petition for adoption is filed, the supervised trial custody is undertaken, 
and the decree of adoption is issued in the foreign country where the applicant 
resides thereby creating a permanent parent-child rEilationship between the child 

. end the adoptive parents: 
{c) "Department" sha!l refer to the Department of Social Welfare and 

"Development; 
(d) "Secretary" shall refer to the Secretary of the Department: 
(e) "Board" shall refer to the Inter-Country Adoption Board which is the central 

authority in matters relating to inter-country adoption and the policy-making body 
tor the purposed of carrying out the provisions of A.A. No. 8043: 

(f) "Chairperson" shall refer to the Chairperson of the Board; 
(g) "Committee" shall refer to the Inter-Country Adoption Placement Committee: 
(h) ~Foreign Adoption AQency" shall refer to the State welfare agency or the 

licensed and accredited agency in the country of the foreign adoptive parents that 
provides comprehensive social services and is d~ly recognized by the Department; 

(i) "Child Caring Agency" shall ref8r to a we!! are agency that poovides a twenty· 
four (24)· hour resident group care service for the physical, mental, social and 
spiritual well-being of nine (9) or mora mentally gifted, abandoned, neglected. 
disabled, or disturbed children, or youth offenders. The term shall indude an 
institution whose primary purpose is education whenever nine (9) or more of its 
pupils or wards in the ordinary course of events do not return annually to the 
homes of their parents or guardians for at least two (2) months of summer vacation. 

(j) ·child Placing Agency" shall refer to an institution licensed by the Department 
to assume the care. custody, protection and maintenance of children lor purposes 
of adoption, guardianship or foster care; 

{k) ~Application" shall refer to the application form with a homestudy report for 
the inter-country adopti0!1 of a child, including its supporting documents; 

(I) • Applicanr shall refer to a person or a married couple who files an application; 
·(m) "Matching" refers to the judicious pairing of the applicant and the child to 

promote a mutually satisfying parent-child relationship: and, 
(n) "Acr shall refer to Republic Act No. 8043, otherwise known as "The Inter· 

Country Adoption Act of 1995." 
ARTICLE Ill 

INTER·COUNTRY ADOPTION BOARD 
SECTION 4. MEETINGS.- The Board shall meet regularly or upon the call of 

the Chairperson. Jn the absence of the Chairperson, the members present who 
constitute a quorum may choose a presiding officer from among themselves. A 
majority of all the members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. The Board may 
hold meetings in executive session. 

SECTION 5. VOTING.- The Board shall act as a body. The vote of a majority 
of the members of the Board constituting a quorum shall be necessary to perform 
Its functions. The Chairperson of the Board shall not vote in a meeting except to 
break a tie. 

ARTICLE IV 
SECRETARIAT 

SECTION 6. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.- The Board shall have a Secretariat 
~~~~_by an Executive Director who shall be appointed bv thA r.h.=J,....,,...,..,., ... :.h 

SECTION 19. RENEWAL OF ACCREDITATION.- The Boara shalf re-accredit previously 
accredited fore1gn adoptfon agencies In oraer to ensure t:"lat all per:inenl requirements for proper 
inter-country adoption are current a no valid. The BoarO" shall inspect tr.a laci!ilies of the lore1gn 
adoption agency once eve'Y four{-!) years but may requ,re penodic reports. 

SECTION 20. FEES,- No rees orcnarges of any k'1tld shai! be charged in connection w?.h 
licensing and accreditation under :he Jl.ct 

ARTICLE VII 
SUSPENSIOtl OR REVOCATION 

OF LICENSE OR ACCREDITATION 
SECTION 21. GROUNDS.- The BoarO shall suspend or revoke the license or accreditation 

issued to a child cari119 or Child placjng agency or foreign adoptiOn agency on any of the lollowmg 
grotmds: • 

(a) Imposing or accepting directly or indirectly any considera.!ion, money, goods or services 
In exchange of an allocation of a child in violatiOn ot the Rules; 

(b) Misrepresenting or concealing any vital information required under the Rules: 
(c) Offering money, goods or services to any member, official or employee. or representative 

of the Board, to g1ve preference in the adoption process to any applicant; 
(d) Adver:ising orpubtishif19 the name or photograph of a child for adoption to lnlfuenco any 

person to apply lor a;:J'ootion exceot special home finding for hard· to-place children; 
(e) Failure to perform any act required under the Rules that results In prejudice to tha child 

or applicam: 
(I) Appointing or des,gnating any liaison or agent without pr1or approval of the Board; 
(g) Engaging in match1ng arrangement or any contact to pre-identify a child in violation of 

the Rules·, or 
(h) Any other act in violation of the provisions of the Act, the Rules and other related laws. 
SECTION 22. WHO MAY INITIATE ACTION TO SUSPEND OR REVOKE LICENSE OR 

ACCREDITATION, - The Board. motuproprio upon receipt of any Information regarO"ing any 
violation or irregularity, or upon receipt of a complaint under oath or request for investigation, 
may conduct Initial inquiries and upon being satisfied tllat the repor:, complaint or request tor 
investigation has legal and factual basis, shal1 require the agency concerned to answer Within 
fifteen (15) working days from receipt of notice. furnishing the agency concerned With copy of 
tne complaint or a brief statement of the reoort of reQuest 

SECTION 23. PROCEEDINGS FOR SUSPENSION OR REV.OCATlON,- Upon receipt of 
the answer or failure to receive an answer within the required period, the Board shall conduct a 
hearing or investigation and decide according to the evidence. Depending upon the gravity of 
the violation charged or if the agenc-1 shall fail to answer, the Board shall suspend any dealings 
wi!h the agency concerned during !he pendency of tile Investigation. 

SECTION 24. ACTION OFn-tE BOARD.- Upon termination of the investigation, the BoarO" 
shall dismiss the charge,- or suspend or rewke the license or accreditation of the agency 
concerned, if the evidence so warrants. 

The Board's aecision shall be sent to The agencyconcemed, the Department, the regulatory 
of the stale or country w!"lere the agency operates, and the Department of Foreign Affairs. 

ARTICLE VIII 
INTER-COUNTRY ADOPTION PROCESS 

SECTION 25. WHO MAY BE ADOPTED. -Any child who has beenvoluntarilycommitled to 
!he Department as dependent, abandoned, or neglected pursuant to the provisions of the Child 
and Youth WeJiare Code may be the subject of Inter-country Adoption; Provided that in the case 
of a child who is voluntarily commitled, the physical transfer of said child shall be made not 
eafiier tnan six (5) months from the date the Deed of Voluntal)' Commitment was executed by 
the child's biological par;<nt/s. The prohibition against physical transfer shall not apply to adoption 
by a relative or children with special medical conditions. 

SECTION 26. WHO MAY ADOPT.- Any foreign na~onal or Filipino citizen permanently_ 
residing abroad who has the quatif1~at1ons and none of the disqualifications under !he Act ;nD.y 
file an application if he/she: 

(a) is at least twen~·seven (27) years Of age; 
(b) is at least sixteen (16) years older than the child to be 

adopted at the time of the filing of the application, unless the 
applicant is The parent by nature of the child to be adopted or Is 
the spouse of such parent by nature: 

(c) has the capacity to act and assume all the rights and 
responsibilities Incident to parental authority under his/her 
national law·, 

{d) has undergone appropriate counselling from an accredited 
counselor In hiS/l"ler country; 

(e) has not been cqnvicted of a crime involving moral turpitude; 
(I) is eligible to adopt under his/her national law; 
(g) can provide the proper care and support and give the 

necessary moral values and example to the child and, in the 
proper case, to all his/her other children; 

(h) comes from a country 
(i) with whom the Philippines has diplomatic relations; 
il) whose government maintains a foreign adoption agency; and 
iii) whose laws allow adoption; and 
I) files jointly with hiS/her spouse. if any, who shall have tho same 

qualifications and none of the disqualifications to adopt as 
prescribed above . 

SECTION 27. FOAM OF APPLICATION. -An application shall be In the form prescribed 0/ 
the Board. It shalt include an undertaking under oath s1gned by the applicant to uphold the rights 
of the child unoer Phlflppine laws and the applicant's national laws, the United NaHons Convenlloo 
on the Rights of !he Child, and to abide by the provisions oft he Act and all rules and regulations 
Issued pursuant thereto. The apPlication shall Include an undertaking that should the adoption 
not be approved, or if for any reason the adoption does not take place, the applicant stlaU pay 
for the cost of travel back to the Philippines of the cnild and his/her companion, If any. 

SECTION 28, SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS OF APPLICATION.- The following documents, 
written and offiCially translated tn EngliSh shall accompany the Application: 

(a) Fam~y and Home Study reports on the family and home life at 
the applicanT; 

{b) Birth certificate of the ano::canl· 

child's parents-guardians or custodians, nor shall any contact be~en th9m CO!leernlng a 
particular child be done before me matchir,g proposal of the Ccmmil!ae tlas been approve<1 
bY the Boi:Jnt This prohibition shaU not apply 1n cases of aC:op!ionof a re!ativa or in e.o:ceptiona! 
cases where The child's best interest. as deteiTI'.J:led cy the Board, is at sTake. 

SECTION 38, PLACEMENT AUTHORITY. -Upon rece1p1 ol the <lpplican!'s acceotanca 
of the matching proPOSal and confirmation of the p:e-adoptWe placement plans presemed by 
the foreigl aaopuon agency, the Boara shall issue the Placement AuThonty within 11ve (5) 
working days. A cert1fied excerpt of the Minutes of the meetmg o! the Committee approving 
the matching shall be a!lacned 10 the PlacementAutnority and Shall form part of the records of 
the child. . · · .' 

Copy of the Placement Authority shall be transmitted ro The Department of Forei§nAffalN:. 
and to the foreign adoption agency. . • .. 

SECTION 39, PRE-ADOPTIVE PLACEMENT COSTS.- Upon acceptance of1t•ufma!Ch!ng 
prop<;~saf, the applicant, through the foreign adop!iOfl agency, shall pay tor the expenses 
Incidental to the pre-adoptive pracement of the cllild, including the cast of !he child'S; travel.and 
medical and psychological evaluation and other related expenses. Unde( exceplional 
circumstances. the Board may delray the costs subject to re!rnbursement. ;. 

SECTION 40. PRE-DEPARTURE PREPARATION OF THE CHILD. -Alter the.Jssliance 
of the Placement Authority ana prior to C!Gparture abroad, the child shall be given the necessary 
preparation and guidance by ttle·child caring/placing agency which submiTted the matthif19 
proposal or by the social wort.;erof the Department In case of adoption by a relative, irr orO"er 
to minimize the trauma of separation from the persons with whom the child may have formed 
attachments and Ia ensure that the ch1ld is physicaJ!y and emotionally ready to travel and to 
form new relationships. · 

SECTION 41. FETCHING OF CHILO BY APPLICANT.- The applicant shall personally 
latch the child from the Philippines not later than thirty (30) days after noTice of Issuance altha 
visa of the Child lor travel to the country where t!ie applicant resides . 

The unjustified failure of the applicant to fetch The child within said panod shall result in the 
automatic cancellation of the PlacementAuthonl';. -

SECTION 42. TRANSFER OF CUSTODY OF THE CHILO. - Tfial custco'y shall start 
u~ actual phys1ca1 transfer of ltle child to the apP1cant: Whc, as .;Cillal custodi:ln, shall 
exercise substitute parental authority over the pe15on of the child. tn aJI.cases, the foreign 
adoption agency shall supervise and monitor the exercise of custody by maintaining 
communication wittl the applicant from the time the child /eaves the Philippines. 

SECTION 43. SUPERVISION OF PRE·AOOPTIVE PLACEMENT.- Tile foreign adopl!on 
agency shall be responsible for the pre·adop(lve placement, care and family counselling of 
the child lor at least six (6) months from the arrival oithechi!d in the resklence of the applicant. 
Dun119 the period ol pre-adoptive placement, the fOreign adoption agency shaH finish the 
Board with bi-monthly repons on the child's healttl, psycho-social adjustment and relationships 
which the child has developed Wllh the applican: includmg ttle applicant's health, financial 
condillon and legal capacity. The Board shall furnish the child's home agency a copy of me 
repon. 

SECTION 44. EMERGENCY REPORT. - During the trial custody pe(JOd,. the foreign 
adoption agency shall notify the &lard of any incident that. may have resulted In a serious 
Impairment of the. relationship between the child and the applicant or of any serfous ailmem or 
Injury suffered by the child, as soan as possible but not later than seventy· two (72) hours after 
tha...!ncident or the discovery of the ailment or injury. • 

SECTION 45. -TERMINATION OF PRE·ADOPTIVE RELATIONSHIR- !f the pre-adopttve 
relationship is found unsatisfactory by the child or the applicant, or both, or if the !orelgn 
adoption agency finds !hat tt>.e continued placement cf the chi'd is not ln.tha cl"'.'Jd's best 
interests. said relationship shall be suspended by the Beard and the foreign adoption agency 
shaH arrange for the child's temporary care. No termination of pre..adoptivP. relat;onsi11p sl"!al! 
be made unless 11 !S shown that the foreign adoption agency has exhausted all means to 
rilmove the cause of the unsatisfactory relationship which impedes or prevenrs the creation of 
a mutually saf1slactory adoptive relation5hip. •· • 

SECTION 46. NEW PLACEMENT FOR CHILD. -In the event of termination of the pre
adoptive relationship, the BoarO" shall Identify from the Roster of Applicants a qualified family 
to adopt ttle child with due consideration for suitability and proximity, In The absence of any 
suitable family Jn the Roster of Applicants, the foreign adoption agency may propose a 
replacement family whOse application shall be fiiOO for the consideration of !he Soan::! . 

The consent of lhe child shall be obtained in relation tO the measures to be taken under 
this Section, having regard in particular to his/her age and level of maTUrity. 

SECTION 47. REPATRIATION OF THE CHILD,- The child shall be repatriated as a !ast 
resort ll found by the Board to be in his/her best ;nteres!s./1 the BoarO" In COOrdination with the 
foreign adoption agency fails to find another placement for the child within a reasonaOia period 
of time after the termination of the pre-adoptive relationship, !he BoarO" shall arrange for the 
child's repatriation. The BoarO" shall Inform the Department, the child eating/placing agency 
concerned and the Oepar'Jnent of Foreign Affairs, of the deciSion to repatriate the child. 

SECTION 48. CONSENT TO AOOPTION.-11 a satisfactory pre-adoptive reJatlonlhlp Is 
formed between the applicant and tt19 child. the Boards halt transmit the written consent to the 
adoption executed by the Department to the fore1gn adoption agency y,ithin thirty (30) days 
attar receipt of the latter's request. 

SECTION 49. FILING OF PETITION FORAOOPTION. The applicant shall file.the petition 
for the adopTion of the child w'1th the proper court or tribunal in lhe country where tne applicant 
resides within six (6) months after the completion of !he trial custOdy period. 

SECTION. 50.- DECREE OF ADOPTION. -A copy of !he final decree of adoption of the 
child. including the certificate o! citizenship/naturalization whenever appllcable, shall be 
transm1tted by the foreign adoption agency to the Beard Within one (I) month after its lssu~Jnce. 
The copy of the adoption decree shall form pan of the records of the Board Wlllctl shalt require 
the recording ot the final judgment in !he appropriate local and foreign Civil Register. 

SECTION. 51. -DISMISSAL OF PETmON FOR ADOPTION,- In case of dismissal by 
the 1orel9n tribunal of the pebtlon ror acloption !lied by the applicant, the procedures under 
Sections 45, 45, and 47 shall apply. 

SECTION 52. POST·AOOPTION SERVICES.- The 6oard sllall establish a program of 
post-adoption services in cooperation with local child caring and child placing agenCies and 
foreign adoption agencies. 

ARTICLE IX 
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SECTION 8. QUAUFICATIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. -The 

Executive Dirfi!clor shall have the qualifications of a Director IV, a master's degree 
In Social Wom or its equivalent In a related discipline, and at least five (5) years of 
supervi901Y experience, two (2) years of which should be in ths area ol child care 
and placement 

SECTION 9. SUPPORT STAFF.- The 'SeCretariat shall have such operating 
units and persOjner as the Board may find necessary for the proper performance 
•of its functions . 

SECTION 10. FUNCTIONS OF THE SECRETARIAT.- The functions of the 
Secretariat shall include the following: 

_ .{a).maintain and facilitate communications with the 
Committee and the different government offices, non· 

• ··governmental agencies and ltle general public; 
· (b} review and process appl'lcations, matching proposals, 

. :. placement, and all documents requiring action by the 
-Board; 

.U.l review licensing and accreditation applications of 
agencies for action by the Board; 

(d) provide secretariat, records keeping, and other 
services to the Board and the Committee; and 

{b) perform such other duties as the Board may direct. 
ARTICLE V 

.• _ • _ _ _ _ _ PLACEMENT COMMITTEE 
SECTION-11...COMPOSITJON.- The matching of a child to a foreign adoptive 

family s_tlall be approved by the Board upon the recommendation of a Committee 
which shaUhave.five (5) members composed of a chlk:l psychiatrist or psychologist, 
a medicat doctor or pediatncian, a lawyer, a registered social worker, and a 
representative of a non~gOvernmental organization engaged in child welfare 
activities. 

The BOard shall appoint qualified persons who shall serve in the Committee for 
a term of two (2) years which may be renewed. 

SECTION 12. FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE. -The Committee shall 
have the following functions: 

(a) cany out an integrated system and network of selection 
and matching of applicants and children; 

(b) recommenq to the Board approval of applications and 
matching proposals; and 

(c) perform such other functions and duties as may be 
prescribed by the Boprd. 

SECTION 13. ALLOWANCES OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS. -A committee 
member shall receive an honorarium of One Thousand Pesos (P1,000.00) for 
each meeting actually attended; Provided, that the total amount of honorarium 
that a member may receive shall not exceed Four Thousand Pesos {P4,000.00) a 
month. 

SECTION 14. RULES OF PROCEDURE.- Subject to the approval of the Board, 
the Committee shall fix its own internal rules and procedures, including the selection 
of its chairperson. ., 

SECTION 15. MEETINGS.- TheCommitteeshallmeetregulartyoruponthecallof 
the Board. 

ARTICLE VI 
LICENSING AND ACCREDITATION 

SECTION 16. LOCAL CHILD CARING AND CHILD PLACING AGENCIES.- Only local 
child caring and placing agencies licensed and accredited by the Department and with personnel 
and facilities to undertake a comprehensive child welfare program shall be accredited by the 
Board to participate In the inter-country adoption program. 

SECTION 17. FOREIGN ADOPTION AGENCIES.- No foreign adoption agency shall be 
allowed to participate in the Philippines inter-country adoption program unless it is granted by 
the Board an accreditation in its own name. \he accreditation !rom the Board shall be Issued . 
upon submission of the following requirements; 

{a) A license and/or accreditation or authorization from its 
government to operate as an adoption agency to carry out inter· 
count!)' adoption; 

(b) Name and qualifications of the members of the board of directors, 
senior officer.; and other staff Involved In inter-country adoption; 

{c) Detailed description ollts programs and services, researchers 
and publications; 

(d) Audited financial report including sources of ruilds, adoption tees 
and charges; 

(e) Undenakfng under oath that it shall assume responsibility for 
the selection of qualified applicants; that I! shall comply with the 
Philippine laws on inter-country adoption; that it shaU inlorm the 
Board of any change in the foregoing information; and shall 
comply with post adoption requirements as specified by the 
Board; and 

(I) . Slldl other requirements vmich the Board may deem necessary m 
the best interests of the dllld. 

Authentication of the aforementioned documents shall be made by either the official 
designated by the Philippine embassy or consulate in the country where the foreign adoption 
agency operates, or the authorized official of the embassy or consulate In the Philippines of 
the country Where the foreign adoption agency operates. 

SECTION 18 •. LIAISON SERVICES,- Only a non-profit lk:ensed and accredited chi!d 
caring or child placing agency shall be allowed to serve as a representative of a foreign adoption 
agency, and subject to prior approval by the Board based on specific requirements. 

The Soard· shal pclrioclically review the lia!soo services and may tenninate arrt such ser.ices 
v.tlen, alter a 1horough evaluation, the agency is proven to have VIolated the requirements under these 
Rules. The agency concerned soaa be given prbr notice as JXO'-ided lor in Seclioo 22. 

(e)Ph;.;;t~;~-~;oi~~~~~~a-ticn·by a auly·,.~rlSed ph1s.ic:an,-· 
and psyr.hological evaluation by a psychologiSI: 

(I) latest income tax return or any other documents showing the 
!Jnancial capability of the applicant. 

(g) Clearance issued by the police or other proper government 
agency of the ptace where !he appHcaru resides; 

(h) Character reference from the local church/minister, the 
ap,elieanrs employer ana a non-relative member ol the 
immectiate community who nave known the applicant for at 
least five (5) years; 

(I) Certification from the Oepanment of Justlce or other appropriate 
government agency that the applicant Is qualified to adopt 
under their naUonaJ law and that the child to be adopted is 
allowed to enter the country lor trial custody and reskle 
permanently In the said place 011ce adopted; and 

0) Recent postcard-size ptctures of the applicant and his 
immediate family • 

SECTION 29. FEES, CHARGES AND ASSESSMENTS.- There shall be a l&e of $100 
upon filing ol the application and $900 upon acceptance of the matching proposal for processing 
and operational expenses of the inter-country adoption program, and other charges and 
assessments for child care and placement programs and services. Fees for appl!cants lor 
special needs children shall be a filing fee of S100 and a processing fee of $400. Such fees, 
charges and assessments shall be indicated on the appflcatlon form and communiCated to all 
foreign adopt!on agencies. · 

SECTION 30, WHERE TO ALE APPLICATION. -The application shall be filed with the 
Board through a foreign adoption agency In the country where the applicant resides. !n the case 
ol a foreign national who has filed a petition for adoption In the Philippines under Article t84 of 
the Family Code but after hearing is found to be not qualified under any of the exceptions 
therein, the Regional Trial Coun where the case is pending may determine if the petitioner Is 
qualified to adopt undertheAct ard the Ru'.es.llthe petltloner has all the qualil!ca\lons and 
none of the disqualifications. the Coun shall issue an order for inclusion of the petilloner, upon 
filing of the application and fee, in the Board's Rosterol Applicants, and shall direct the,PE!titloner 
to submit a Deed of Voluntary Commitment of the child executed by the ch!ld's parents In favor 
of the Deoanmen!. 

SECTION 31. ROSTER OF APPLICANTS.- The Board shall act on each application and 
direct the Secretariat to include those approved In the Roster of Applicants within one (1) month 
from receipt thereof. 

SECTION 32. ENDORSEMENT OF CHILD FOR INTER.COUNTRY ADOPTION, -A child 
who has been committed to the Department and who may be available lor Inter-country adoption 
shall be endorsed to the Board by the Department The endorsement shall contain a certification 
by the Department that all possibilities lor adoption of the chiid in the Ph!flppines have been 
exhausted and that inter-country adoption Is in the best interests of the child. The endorsement 
must be made Within one {1) week after transmittal of the child ~;tudy report and other peninent 
docwnents from the local placement committee for inter-regional matching. 

SECTION 33. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS.- The following doct!ments pertaining to the 
child shall be attached to the endorsement: 

(a) Child Study Report wtlich shall Include information about !he 
child's Identity, upbringing, and ethnic. religious and cultural 
backgrounds, social environment, family history, medical 
history and special needs; 

(b) Birth of foundling certificate; 
(c) Decree of abandonment of the child, or the death certificate of 

the child's parents, or the Deed of Voluntary Commitment 
executed after the binh of the child and after proper 
counselling as to the effect of termination of parental authortty 
to ensure tllat consent was not1nducett oy monetary or other 
consideration; 

(d) Medical evaluation or history, Including that of the child"s 
OiOiogical parents, if avai~bie; · 

(e) Psychological evaluation. as may be n~cessary; and 
(f) Child's own consent if he/she is ten (10) years or older, 

witnessed by a social worker of the child caring/placing 
agency and after proper counselling. 

SECTION 34. MATCHING.- The matching of the child to an applicant shall be earned out 
during a matching conference before the Committee participated in by the execu~ve director or 
social worker of the ch'1ld caring agency or the social worl<er of the Oepanment In case of adopti011 
by a relative. The Board shall set the guidelines for the manner by which the matching process 
shall be conducted and shall include among ethers the following; 

c6Uri~e11iilg, or his/her d:.JiY authori;::ed morc,s,;r,tat•• _--, _ 
spo<rse, parent or parents, direct descenoants, c; guar'"' ·- -. .. _ 
or l~allnstitution legally in ct1.arge of the adcpted person;,, --"""' -~ a minor; . .... __ _ 

b) the coort or proper public olficlel whenever neces&af)'ln an 
administrative. Judicial or other ollkial proce&ding to 
determine the ldenllly of the parent or parents or of the 
circumstances surrounding the btnh of the chik:Liedol)ted 
person: or · 

c) the nearest kin, in case ol the death of the child/adopted 
person. 

-:·. 
J 

SECTION 54. PRESERVATION OF INFORMATION. - The Board shall ensure that 
information held by ltlem concerning the origin of the chilO! adopted person, In particular the 
identity of his/her biological parents, is preserved. 

SECTION SS.Ilt.EGALADOPTION, -Any person who shall knowingly participate Jn the 
conduct or carrying out of an Illegal adoptlon shall be punished with imprisonment ranging 
from six (6) years and one (1) day to twelve (12) years and/or a fine of not less than Flfty 
Thousand Pesos (PSO,OOO.OO); but not more than Two Hundred Thousand PU06 
(P200,000.00). at the discretion of the court. For purposes ol this Ac1, an adoption ISU!egal II 
it Is effected In any manner contrary to tha provisfoos of this Act or established State policies, 
Its Implementing rules and regulatlons, execullve agreements, and other ~ws pertaining to 

ado~~~N 56. PRES~MPTION OF ft.I.EGAUTY.-An adop\loo shalf be presumed illegal if:' 
(a) the consent for an adoption ·....as acquired through, or att&nded 

by coercion. fraud, or Improper malarial Inducement; 
(b) \here Is no authority from the Board to effect adoption; 
(c) the procedures and safeguards placed under the Act lor 

adoption were not complied with; or 
(d) il the child to be adopted Is subjectett or exposed to danger, 

abuse and exploitation. 
SECTION 57. VIOLATION OF CONFIDENTIALITY.- Any person who shall violate the 

confidentiality and Integrity of records, documents and communlcalions relating to adoptioo 
applications, cases and processes, Shall sutler !lie penalty ofimprisonment ranging from one 
(1) year and one (1) day to two (2) years, and/or a nne ot not less than Flve Thousand Pesos 
(P5,000.00) but not more than Ten Thousand Pesos (P10,000.00), at the discretion of the 
court. 

SECTION 58. ATTEMPT TO COMMIT OFFENSE.- A penalty lower by two (2) degrees 
than that prescribed lor the consummated felony describe"d above shall be imposed upon the 
principals of the attempt to commit any of the acts herein enumerated. 

SECTION 59. CHILD ffiAFFICKING. -Acts punishable under trW-above provisions shall 
be considered as an offense constituting child trafficking and shall be punished with reclusion 
perpetua when committed bye syndicate or where it involves two or more children. 

An offense is deemed committed by a syndicate if it is carried out by; a group of three (3) 
or more persons conspiring and/or confederating with one another in carrying out any of the 
unlawful acts. · 

Penalties herein provided shall be in addition to any other penalties which may be imposed 
for the same acts punishable under other laws, ordinances, execu~ve orders and proclamations. 

SECTION 60. PUBUC OFFICERS AS OFFENDERS. -Any government official, dmployee 
or functionary who shall be found guilty of violating any of the provisions of this Act, or who 
shall conspire with private indMduals shall. in addition to the above-prescribed penalties, be 
penalized in accordance with existing civil service laws, rules and regulations; Provided, !hat 
upon the li!ing of an administrative or criminal case, the public officer concerned shall 
automatically be suspended from office unt1l the resolution of the case •• 

ARTICLE XI 
FINAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION. 61. INTERPRETATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE RULES.- Any dOubt 
orvangueness in the provisions of !he Rules shall be Interpreted lor the best interests of the 
ch!ld. 

SECTiON 62. REPEALING CLAUSE.- The ,ero-..isions under the Rules shall superse-:le 
any other rules and regulations on the Inter-Country Adoption of Filipino children. 

SECTION 63. SEPARABILITY ClAUSE.- The declaration of inValidity of any provision 
ot the Rules or part thereof shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions. 

SECTION 64, EFFECTIVITY CLAUSE.- The Rules shall take effect fifteen (15) days 
after its publication in two (2) newspapers of general circulation, except those which penain to 
sell-executing provisions of the Act. 

Approved in the C'ity of Manila this Zfi1tl day-of ~in the year of our lord, Nineteen 
Hundred and Ninety-Five. · · 

(a) Matching proposal INTER.COUNTRY ADOPTION BOARD 

(b) Fthng of matching proposal ~ .A k 
(c} Presentation by the sOCial worker ~· 
(d) Dehberattons IN • AIG 
(e) Committee actlon (approval,d1sapproval or deferment) ~ ChA~rf'13n 

(f) Motion tor reconsideratiOn ~ ~ ~~ 
SECTION35.APPROVALOFMATCHING.-TheCommttteeshaltendorsethematchlng , ~ ~ "( G....,{v<-_1..._ 

proposal to the Board for rts approval of other appropnate actton The endorsement shall state I SEDFRE M. CI'I.N::::::..;.::ifA 
the reasons for the comm11tee s recommendatiOn on the placement. LOURDES G. At~.lo~N MPrnl:J<>r 

SECTION 36. BOARD ACTION ON APPROVED MATCHING.-The Boardshalltmmedlate!y Memcer ---;::>\ p • t;::_ ~~-:l :;;Jl,_j__.; (.. 
act on the matchmg proposal of the Committee If the same 1s approved, a nottce of matchmg L~ 1/ ';::1 'lt.- :;zJJA 1 
shall be sent to the concerned fore1gn adoptton agency w1th1n live (5) days from date of approvai~ENA ,; .... ...,; ,; ~·: - d ~1 /.;r? 
and s~all Oe accompamed by the lollow1ng documents • ~ 'Jtcmoe~ SA • IARY LILIA A FLORES RGS 

(a) Ch1ld Study Report, ~ ·" • ' 
(b) Health cert1hcate and med1ca! h1story ctthe child, G/--v ~ - ~ M~/ber - ;(") 
(c) Recent photographs of the ci"uld and MA, PAZ u. n -117"1!\~l ~ J~ ~C.. 
(d) Itemized pre-adopt1ve placement costs Mernbe• ' 

Th' oppli<aot '"'" oo<l~ th• '"'''" odopUoo '''"" to writlog ol """'' '""''" oo tho ~ LJ fi, 0 malchlng proposal within f1!teen (15) calendar days from receipt of said proposal unless the ATTESTE ~ ~~,. • 

op.lo>Ot '"'""'' '" odd,tJooof lo!omottoo .O~ot ~' ohlld. Tho mO!<hlog propo"'l """ bo LOURNA TERESITA R. !.ARAYA 
deemed rejected 11 the applicant, through the tore1gnadoptton agency, falls to not1fy the Board of Member 
his/her deciSion within fifteen (15} days from receipt of the notice. 

SECTION 37. NO CONTACT BETWEEN APPliCANT AND CHILO'S PARENTS.- No · -
matching arrangement except under these Rules shall be made betwe!!n the applicant and the 
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