
^ -
f' !

iV,'p
. .

kK|rV>
‘^1? V‘

WJ V-', ’ 
■& '*> ; k1
VV.,

>

s,4'

t > ^

U^'.. ,.. .
\ 1 > ‘1-

COHREQTED VERSiOH

CONGRESS OF THE PHILIPPINES > 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION ) SE^fATE OF Ti 1|:|ir,ocT ajIy 1

OFFICE OF !.;!€ ^€&«>r'*”•"•.■

INTRODUCED BY SEN. AQUILINO Q. PIMENTEL..JR.

I o-
■r-\

A
- J ''

5

h

7

8 

9

10

II 

12

13

14

15 

1 h 

17 

IS

19

20 

21

pipy •■ • : ■ ' ,v’ .' •<

• TO . ADOPT AN UKishNIU AC i 1"UR t Hfc. AU i ONUHUU^ REGION .
/ IN MUSLIM'MINDANAO .1 '

BE IT ENACTED BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE QF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
pfLCLfpPINES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLEDs " ’ L

ORGANIC ACT QF THE

AUTONOMOUS REGION IN MUSLIM MINDANAO : :'T;-v ■ '

PREAMBLE . v:"!®: ': .;v'
...p'

' NE, i THE PEOPLE OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION OF MO-SLIM 

MINDANAO, IMPLORING THE AID OF ALMIGHTY GOD, IN ORDER TO 

DEVELOP A JUST AND HUMANE SOCIETY AND ESTABLISH AN AUTONOMOUS

REGIONAL GOVERNMENT THAT TRULY REFLECTIVE OF OUR IDEALS AND

ASPIRATIONS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE CONSTITUTION AND THE 

NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY AS NELL. AS THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES' AND SECURE TO OURSELVES AND OUR 

POSTERITY THE BLESSINGS OF AL5TONOMY, DEMOCRACY, PEACE AND

EQUALITY, DO OpDAIN AND PROMULGATE THIS ORGANIC ACT., ' '

_ _   L. . . . .
AKilULb. i ■' L,,:: .

NAME

SECTION 1. THE NAME Oi- THE AUTONOMOUS REGION ; SHALL BE 

THE . AUTONOMOUS REGION IN MUSLIM MINDANAO ''' LJNLES.S .PROVIDED 

OTHERWISE BY Tf-iE REGIONAL LEG I SLAT IVE ^ASSEMBLY T-L, ..V

As I s \ 1 CLL II . ' . ■ ' :

TERRITORY AND SEAT DF GOVERNMENT t

SECTION i. .A) THE TERRITORY OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION IN
■

MUSLIM MINDANAO -SHALL COMPRISE ONLY THE PROVINCES AND CITIES

P'
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VOTING FAVORABLY IN THE PLEBISCITE CALLED FOR THE RATIFICATION 

OF THE ORGANIC ACT.

B) 'THE AREA OF THE PLEBISCITE SHALL BE THE. CHARTERED 

CITIES OF 2AHB0ANGA AND COTABATO, THE PROVINCES OF BASILAN, 

SULU, TAWI-TAN15 ZAMBOANGA BEL SUR, ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, LANAO 

DEL NORTE, LANAO DEL SUR, MAGUINDANAO, NORTH COTABATO, SULTAN 

KUDARAT

cit/ei
SOUTH COTABATO, AND DAVAO DEL SUR WITH THE, dOMPDlJIENT

THEREIN OF PAGADIAI DIPOLOG, DAPITAN, ILIGAN, MARAWI

GENERAL SANTOS AND PALAWAN, INCLUDING THE CITY OF PUERTO
. ■ - f . . ,

PRINCESA, •

, SECTION 2. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL FIX

THE PERMANENT SEAT OF GOVERNMENT FOR THE AUTONOMOUS ’REGION; 

PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT THE OPENING SESSION OF THE REGIONAL 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL BE HELD IN THE CITY OF COTABATO 

WHICH SHALL LIKEWISE BE THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT UNTIL A 

PERNMANENT SITE IS FIXED BY REGIONAL LAW.

ARTICLE III

' DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES AND REGIONAL POLICIES

SEC, 1. THE AREA OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION SHALL BE AN 

INALIENABLE PART OF THE TERRITORY OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE 

PHILIPPINES.

THE INHABITANTS OF THE REGION SHALL UPHOLD. THE 

CONSTITUTION AS THE FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF THE LAND. >,
• ■ ■'U; . , »

THIS AUTONOMOUS REGION SHALL BE ADMINISTERED IN ACCORDANCE'

WITH THIS ORGANIC ACT Qi iFi.lPBJECT TO THE CONSTITUTION AND NATIONAL

LAWS.

SEC. 2= THE AUTONOMOUS REGION VALUES THE DIGNITY OF ITS 

INHABITANTS AND GUARANTEES IN ADDITION TO THE RIGHTS SECURED BY 

THE., CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC, FULL RESPECT OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 

■IT UPHOLDS THE SETTLEMENT OF CONFLICTS BY PEACEFUL MEANS, 'AND 

RENOUNCES ANY FORM OF VIOLENCE AS AN INSTRUMENT TO REDRESS.

SEC. 3. PUBLIC SERVICE IS A SACRED TRUST, AND GRAFT AND



«v. '

i
Up

m' mi
S

it

4

S

9

10

ill

12

13

,14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

26

27

28

29

30

31

TSI2

CORRUPTION IN GOVERNMENT AND IN ALL SECTORS OF SOCIETY ARE 

REPUDIATED. T

SEC. 4. THE LEADERSHIP TRAINING OF THE YOUTH IS A

PRIMORDIAL PASK OF THE AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT.

HOWE'^ER, HAVE THE PRIOR RIGHT TO EDUCATE THEIR CHILDREN.

PARENTS.

J
7

SEC. » PEOPLE ^ S PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC CONSULTATION

/ / ■ ■ , •

SHALL BE ADOPTED IN STRICT ADHERENCE TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL AND

DEMOCRATIC PROCESS AS A FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE IN THE GOVERNANCE 

OF THE autonomous REGION.

SECi. 6. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL ADOPT A 

POLICY ON LOCAL AUTONOMY AND ECONOMIC SELF-RELIANCE FDR' ALL
I

LOCAL POLITICAL UNITS WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO SHARING OF RESOURCES 

WITH LESS ENDOWED AREAS WITHIN THE AUTONOMOUS REGION.

SEC. 7. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHAlJ , ADOPT 

MEASURES TO ENSURE MUTUAL RESPEICT FOR AND PROTECTION OF' THE 

DISTINCT BELIEFS,, CUSTOMS,, AND TRADITIONS AMONG ITS INHABITANTS 

IN THE SPIRIT OR UNITY IN DIVERSITY AND PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE.

SEC. 8. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL ADOPT

WHEREVER FEASIBLE A POLICY OF EQUITABLE REPRESENTATION IW ALL 

UNITS OF GOVERNMENT AMONG ITS INHABITANTS; PROVIDED HOWEVER,. 

THAT ON NO ACCOUNT MAY ANY GROUP BE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST FOR, 

REASONS OF CREED OR TRIBAL IDENTITY. ' L

SEC. 9. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL ENSURE 

THAT THE RESIDENTS OF THE REGION WILL HAVE PREFERENTIAL RIGHTS 

IN THE EXPLORATION, UTILIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF ITS NATURAL 

RESOURCES WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE RIGHTS OF THE INDIGENOUS 

INHABITANTS OF THE AREA DESIGNATED BY LAW AS ANCESTRAL'DOMAIN.

SEC. 10. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT•SHALL ADOPT 

LAWS THAT WILL SAFEGUARD THE WORKERS’ RIGHTS IN ALL ASPECTS OF 

LABOR RELATIONS AND ENSURE THAT LOCAL AND REGIONAL MANPOWER IS 

GIVEN PREFERENTIAL EMPLOYMENT IN THE INDUSTRIES, FIRMS AND 

,BUSINESSES, ESTABLISHED IN THE REGION. '

r X ^1
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SEC, 'll. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL TAKE 

MEASURES TO PROTECT Tr-iE FUND AHENT AL RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND 

CHILDREN. IN NO CASE SHALL WOMEN AND CHILDREN BE EXPLOITED AND 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST.

SEC.

PROVIDE,

nC. t. ijJMS-iJ. AUTONOMOUS G0VERNMEN1 SHALL

Maintain and ensure the delivery of basic health.

EDUCATION AND OTHER SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE RcIfi&N

SEC, 13. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL TAKE 

THE LEAD, IN EDUCATING THE RESIDENTS OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION ON 

THE NECESSITY AND BENEFICIAL I TV OF THE PAYMENT OF‘'TAXES .■

/ SEC. 14. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL, BY 

LAW, prohibit political DYNASTIES.

ARTICLE IV

REGIONAL GOVERNMENT POWERS

SEC. 1. SUBJECT TO THE CONSTITUTION AND NATIONAL LAWS, 

THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL EXERCISE THE* FOLLOWING
I ■ ■ ' ■

POWERS AND FUNCTIONSj

A) FORMULATE POLICIES, GUIDELINES, RULES AND REGULATIONS 

FOR THE PROPER GOVERNANCE • OF THE PROVINCES, CITIES, 

MUNICIPALITIES AND BARANGAYS WITHIN THE REGION|

B) SET PRIORITIES, FORMULATE SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND 

DEVELOPMENT PLANS, FUND AND IMPLEMENT PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS FOR

THE AUTONOMOUS REGION IN COORDINATION AND WITH THE
0 '

PARTICIPATION WHERE FEASIBLE OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT .UNITS 

WHERE THE PLANS, PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS ARE TO BE Im'pLEMENTED;

C) TO DISCHARGE SUCH POWERS AND FUNCTIONS CONSISTENT 

WITH THE DECLARED CONSTITUTI UNAL POLICY ON REoIONAL AND LOCAL 

AUTONOMY AND THE DECENTRALIZATION OF THE POWERS OF THE NATIONAL 

GOVERNMENT. NOTHING HEREIN SHALL AUTHORIZE THE DIMINUTION OF 

THE POWERS AND FUNCTIONS ALREADY ENJOYED BY THE “ LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT UNITS.

(D) TO EXERCISE SUCH OTHER POWERS AS HAY BE NECESSARY TO

4
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PROMOTE THE GENERAL WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE REGION AND ■ TO 

CARRY OUT THE OBJECTIVES OF THIS ORGRANIC ACT.

SEC. 2. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT MAYi^vTHROUGH 

THE GOVERNOR, AND ACTING PURSUANT TO A RESOLUTION OF THE 

REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY EXERCISE THE RIGHT OF EMINENT 

DOMAIN AND INSTITUTE CONDEMNATION PROCEEDINGS FOR PUBj^p,; USE 

OR PURPOSE.
' ., .^5*'L.;

SEC. 3. SUBJECT TO THE CONSTITUTION AND NATIONAL LAWS, 

THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT, AS A CORPORATE ENTITY, 

SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING POWERSj

(A) TO HAVE CONTINUOUS SUCCESSION IN ITS CORPORATE NAME;

(B) TO SUE AND BE SUED;

(C) TO ACQUIRE AND C0^4VEY REAL AND/OR PERSONAL PROPERTY;

(D) TO ENTER INTO CONTRACTS, ENGAGE IN ECONOMIC

ENTERPRISES,
's/ll

INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE OPERATION/ OF(

PI^LIC UTILITIES, REGIONAL RAILROAD SYSTEM, RADIO AND 

TELECOMMUNIC^TipivIS ' SYSTEM WITH COUNTRYWIDE AND WORLDWIDE

LINKAGES.

IE) TO ENTER INTO CO-PRODUCTION, CO-VENTURE OR JOINT-

PROJECT AGREEMENTS UNDER A PROFIT-SHARING SCHEME WITH BOTH
i ■■

DOMESTIC AND/OR FOREIGN ENTITIES.

<FjI to SECURE DOMESTIC AND/OR FOREIGN LOANS,' GRANTS-IN- 

AID DONATIONS AND/OR OTHER FORMS OF ASSISTANCE FROM DOMESTIC 

AND FOREIGN SOURCES FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES.

(G) . TO FLOAT BONDS AND OTHER SIMILAR INSTRUMENTS AND/OR 

CERTIFICATES OF INDEBTEDNESS, RAISE FUNDS , THROUGH VOLUNTARY 

CONTRIBUTIONS AND FUND-RAISING AFFAIRS; AND

(H) TO EXERCISE SUCH OTHER CORPORATE POWERS AS MAY BE 

NECESSARY OR PROPER IN THE DISCHARGE OF ITS DUTIES. \

ARTICLE V

INTER-GDVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

SEC. 1. THE AUTONOMOUS REGION IN MINDANAO IS A

’0 ■ ’



8

10

11

12

TERRIT ORIAL AND POLITICAL SUBDIVISION ADMINISTERED BY THE 

REGIONAL AUTONONOUS GOVERNMENT CONSISTING OF THE REGIONAL 

GOVERNMENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS.

SEC. 2. THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES SHALL EXERCISE 

GENERAL SUPERVISION OVER THE AUTONOMOUS REGION THROUGH THE 

REGIONAL GOVERNOR TO ENSURE THAT REGIONAL AFFAIRS ARE 

ADMINISTERED ACCORDING TO LAW.

SEC. 3. EXCEPT AS TO MATTERS AFFECTING FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

NATIONAL DEFENSE, POSTAL SERVICE, THE CENTRAL BANK, JUDICIARY, 

QUARANTINE, CUSTOMS AND TARIFF, CITIZENSHIP, NATURALIZATION -AND 

DEPORTATION, GENERAL AUDITING, FOREIGN TRADE AND MARITIME, LAND 

AND AIR TRASPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION THAT AFFECT AREAS

OUTSIDE THE AUTONOMOUS REGION OR OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY, #H.L

1 4 ■ s-REGIONAL OFFICES OF THE NATIONAL LINE AGENCIES AND GOVERNMEf^^- , ?
•i . . : ;
OWNED OR CONTROLLED CORPORATIONS IN THE AUTONOMOUS REGll^i};^:

PM

. h SHALL BE PLACED UNDER THE SUPERVISION • AND CONTROL ..OF, >
-R ‘■'‘J '/

REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT. ,.j . .

4.

19'

THE SUPREME COURT AND THE REGULAR LOWER COURTS
y J ■ ' , ,

ESTABLISHED BY LAW SHALL CONTINUE TO EXERCISE THEIR/ JUDICIAL'^

m
cM

20
/

21

-“•ii

28

29
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y, 1

POWERS AS PROVIDED BY THE CONSTITUION AND NATIONAL ^AWS.

SEC. 5. IN CASE OF CONFLICT BETWEEN THE PROVISIONS OF A 

LAW ENACTED BY THE AUTONOMOUS REGION AFFECTING PERSONAL, FAMILY 

AND PROPERTY RELATIONS AND CULTURAL HERITAGE AND ANY NATIONAL 

LAW REGARDING THE SAME, THE NATIONAL LAW SHALL PREVAIL.

SEC. 6. THE POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT IN THE 

AUTONOMOUS REGION SHALL BE SHARED AND DIVIDED BETWEEN THE 

REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNME'JT AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS 

PURSUANT TO LAW. V22

SEC. 7. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES 

THE INDIGENOUS DEMOCRACY, TRADITIONAL AUTONOMY, AND CUSTOMARY 

LAWS OF THE INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITY.

-:2 VJ

22
■l:W'

2
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SEC. 1. THE LE5IGLPT1VE POWER OF THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS 

GOVERi."iEHT SHALL BE VESTED J.N THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE, ASSEMBLY 

UNLESS THE CONST I TUT ICN RROV-’IDEIS OTHERWISE.

SEC. 2. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MAY CREATE, 

DIVIDE, MERGE, ABOLIEii, OR SUBSTANTIALLY ALTER BOUNDARIES OR 

CHANGE THE NAMES OF rROVIHCCS, CITIES, MUNICIPALITIES OR 

BARANGAY3 SUBJECT Ti RATIFICATION BY THE PEOPLE OF THESE

1 ."s i i i-r-tt-* - .. ■[
L_ LO L/1 ■ L_ UlJ VlUrUMl iC.1-j ! L?t •. i I CO rt ,H ‘

• ' % " 11

SEC. 3. FOR PURPOSES OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY ELEC! IONS, 1 HE CGMMISS ION ON ELECTIONS SHALL, WHEREVER

FEASIBLE, WITHIN SIXTY DAYS UPON APPROVAL OF THIS ACT,' CLASSIFY '' ;

THE POPULATION OF EVERY LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT IN THE /AUjf3NqHqL^.Vr‘J^iSr 

REGION INTO THREE GROUF'S, NAMELY, MUSLIM, TRIBAL COMMUNnHEStl^^#! 

AND CHIP I ST I AN BASED UPON T:-iE LATEST NATIONAL CENSUS
■ > ’ ’ ' 1 - '< ' *'V ' ’,1'' ,

bVERY LEGISLA FIVE DIS]RIC T SHAL L, UNTIL REVISED BY THE

RLb I. Ur. fiL

REPRESEiNT AT IVE3,

■'i- A3SEMBLY, BE ENT ITLED TCf.' THREE . !;
' \ 0

'G OF THE REPRESENTATIVES SHALL' REPRESENT!

THE MAJORITY GROUP AND ONE, THE MINORITY GROUP OR GROUPS. 3?
’ '■ l'.) P '

COMMISION ON ELECTIONS SHALL PROMULGATE

CORRESPONDING Rl'I.ES ANE REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT THE INTENT OF
' 1 - '■:*«

‘.Li V J. o i Ul -i .
1

' '
, ' ‘S'

SEC. 4, NO PERSON SHALL BE A MEMBER OF THE REGIONAL ■

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY UNLESS HE IS A NATURAL BORInI CITIZEN • OF !tMe ;L
■ V ' I j

:-AGT twenty three (23) YEARS OR AGE ON -THE DAY

OF f'M'c ILECTIOF ABL'-: -:[■ RE An AMD WRITE,, A REGISTERED VOTER OF

THE -u > »ir ppr’’'c-t —n AND MUST BE A
■Y

KECIDLNi OF THE REGION FO! ■; A'I LEAST FIVE (5) YEARS AND OF THE
J ' ' '' •■•IaMs

DISTRICT FOR AT LLASI Fjr^C ■, 5 ) YGARS IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE'

r\r- T-jFHE ELECTION.

RS or- niE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
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MEMBERS OF Tl- ............................... ...

THE SECOND MONDAY OF MAY.

NO MEMBER OF THE RESIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

FOR 'MORE THAN THREE (3) CONSECUTIVE TERMS.

A i IUTn CJr i hlc. IJr r aL.-Ll r L?j*y rVi'lV L-^e-NG \ f i IJp 1 IriL. SHAG 

CC^SIDERED AS AN INTERRUPTION IN THE CONTINUITY OF HIS 

FOR THE FULL /TERfl FOR WHICH HE WAS ELECTED.

SEC. Ss ANY VACANCY J.N •• i iIhz.GlLJr4HL LEGISLATIVE

OCCURRING WITHIN TWO (2) YEARS OF THE TERM OF OFFICE 

FILLED BY A SPECIAL ELECTION THEREFOR= PROVIDED

VOi

13 .THE ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE SHALL SERVE ONLY FOR
' 1

14 TERM.. ;

IVER;,

UNEXi -■ i i-i : !

15 1 : SEC. 7. THE MEMBERS OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

16 ■ SHALL3 UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY REGIONAL LAW, RECEIVE A

17 YEARLY COMPENSATION OF ONE HUNDRED FOURTY FOUR THOUSAND, PESOS

18 ,(P144,000) , EXCLUDING PER DIEMS AND OTHER ' ALLOWANCES, AND

'19 TRAVELING ALLOWANCES TO AND FROM THEIR RESPECTIVE DISTRICTS.

20 NO INCREASE IN- SAID COMPENSATION SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL ,, AFTER

21 THE .EXPIRATION OF THE FULL TERM OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE ■ -REGld^AL

22 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY APPROVING SUCH INCREASE. . -'Jifc:.'V.

23 SEC. B. THE MEMBERS OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSMiBLY 

IN PiLL OFFENSES BE PUN I Gil ABLE BY NOT MORE THAN SIX (6)24 SHAL

-iTfYEARS IMPRISONMENT, BE PRIVILEGED FROM ARREST 

ASSEMBLY IS IN SESSION. NO MEMBER SHALL BE QUESTIONED'NOR 3E

F L T F T HpP’r^-'P’O Fy-"'":- p-p'p' p.y r-ppp pp -s-;pp -r.) ?V"

ASSEMBLY OR IN ANY COMMITTEE THEREOF.

ASSEMBLY SHALL HOLD 

GOVERNMENT, OR ANY SUBDIVIUiniM, #LNwY, Ok i NS FRUMEN i AL

THLiAKU;- -i ’....■ i. 1Vj LjX :■ ■ C :r:i:.ij '-.Ji',.i >; . :..F Y [ FLjLL.L.1/ L.'URF:0KA T;, ^VYo

■■ I-
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OR THEIR SUBSIDIARIES, DURING HIS TERM l^ITHOUT FORFEITING HIS 

SEAT. NEITHER SHALL HE BE APPOINTED TO ANY OFFICE WHICH MAY 

HAVE BEEN CREATED OR THE EMOLUMENTS THEREOF INCREASED DURING
/ ?i!Xi

HIS/TERH FOR WHICH HE WAS ELECTED.

(B) NO member of THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY^ SHAL

DIRECTLY DR INDIRECTLY BE FINANCIALLY INT^ESTED I ri, ANY

CONTRACT OR TRANSACTION WITH THE GOVERNMENT OR ANY SUBDIVISION• 

DR INSTRUMENTALITY THEREOF, OR IN ANY FRANCHISE OR SPECIAL 

...PRIVILEGE GRANTED BY EITHER THE PHILIPPINE CONGRESS OR THE 

REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DURING HIS TERM OF OFFICE, UPON

:;il - ASSUMPTION of OFFICE, HE IS HEREBY REQUIRED TO FI! WITH run

ASSEMBLY, A SWORN VERIFIED STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITI 

AND A FULL DISCLOSURE OF HIS FI^4ANCIAL AND BUSINESS INTEREST, 

AS WELL AS OF THE DIRECT MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY.

%/ 7-^rA MEMBER FOUND GUILTY OF VIOLATING THIS PROVISION MA 

EXPELLED BY A TWO-THIRDS (2/3) VOTE OF ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE 

REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO HIS 

LIABLITIES UNDER PERTINENT LEGISLATION.

SEC. 10. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL CONVENE 

EVERY YEAR ON THE THIRD MONDAY OF JULY FOR ITS REGULAR SESSION, 

UNLESS A DIFFERENT DATE IS FIXED BY LAW, AND SHALL CONTINUE■ TO 

BE IN SESSION FOR SUCH NUMBER OF DAYS AS IT MAY DETERMINE UNTIL 

THIRTY DAYS BEFORE THE OPENING OF ITS NEXT REGULAR SESSION? 

EXCLUSIVE OF* FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS, LEGAL rtND . SPEC IAL 

HOLIDAYS AS MAY BE PROVIDED BY LAW. IT MAY BEviv CALLED TO A. 

SPECIAL SESSION BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS 

GOVERNMENT TO CONSIDER GENERAL LEGISLATION OR SUCH SUBJECT AS 

HE MAY DESIGNATE. NO SPECIAL SESSION SHALL CONTINUE LONGER 

THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS,

SEC. 11. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,SHALL ELECT A 

SPEAKER AND SUCH OTHER OFFICERS AS THE RULES OF THE REGIONAL 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MAYiREQUIRE? PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT THE

/ /
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SPEAKER SHALL BE ELECTED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF ALL THE MEMBERS 

OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

ySEC. 12. A MAJORITY OF ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE REGIo/>JAL 

LEG^ISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM TO DO BUSINESS 

BUT A SMALLERrNUl1BER MAY ADJOURN FROM DAY TO DAY AND MAY COMPEL 

THE’ ATTENDANCE OF ABSENT MEMBERS IN SUCH MANNER AND UNDER' SUCK 

PENALTIES, AS THE RULES OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

MAY PROVIDE.

; SEC, 13. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MAY DETERMINE
■ h '-iLL I

thef RULES OF ITS PROCEEDINGS, PUNISH ITS MEMBERS FOR DISORDERLY 

BEHAVIOR, AND, WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF TWO-THIRDS OF ALL ITS 

MEMBERS SUSPEND OR EXPEL A MEMBER. NO MEMBER SHALL, HOWEVER,

. , „13 . BE SUSPENDED FDR MORE THAN A PERIOD OF SIXTY DAYS.

", ,4' Lil.jSEC. 14. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL KEEP A 

’15, , JOURNAL OF ITS PROCEEDINGS, AND FROM TIME TO TIME PUBLISH THE 

16 , BAME, EXCEPTING SUCH PART AG MAY, IN ITS JUDGMENT, AFFECT 

17' NATIONAL/OR REGIONAL SECURITY, OR SUCH OTHER MATTERS THAT MAY

4IS;'S'REQUIRE SECRECY OR CONFIDENTIALITY; AND THE YEAS AND NAYS ON

|: I'"''11'' ''I
question shall, at the request of ONE-FIFTH OF THE MEMBERS 

> . -l'2p'’':'iPR&NT, BE ENTERED IN THE JOURNAL.

!21 . 4 . THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL LIKEWISE KEEP A

22 RECORD OF ITS CAUCUSES, MEETINGS AND SUCH QTH.ER SIMILAR

proceedings.
Jf -

, V' . '■ -IM- '1',% ■ ‘

j?^.‘tf^S^pM:VSEC. .is; (A) THERE SHALL BE CREATED A REGIONAL

25 COMMISSION ON APPOINTMENTS THE MEMBERSHIP OF WHICH ShI^LL 

CONSIST OF THE ASSEMBLYMAN WHO RECEIVED THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF, 

VOTES FROM EACH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT, WITH THE SPEAKER AS EX- 

OFFICIO CHAIRMAN THEREOF, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION SHALL 

NOT VOTE, EXCEPT IN CAGE OF A TIE. THE COMMISSION SHALL ACT ON 

ALL APPOINTMENTS SUBMITTED TO IT WITHIN THIRTY SESSION DAYS OF 

THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FROM THEIR SUBMISSION.

26 

, 27 

28

29

30

31

32 (B) ALL ORIGINAL AND PROMOTIONAL APPOINTMENTS TO
I

r X 10
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■POSITIONS-CREATED BY THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 'WITH THE 

RANK OF CABINET MEMBERS AND THEIR .ASSISTANTS, REGIONAL 

DIRECTORS, HEADS OF AGENCIES, COMMISSIONERS DOWN TO THE LEVEL 

OF DIVISION CHIEFS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND CONFIRMATION 

BY THE REGIONAL COMMISSION ON APPOINTMENTS. ^

. <C> THE REGIONAL COMMISSION ON APPOINTMENTS SHALL BE 

CONSTITUTED WITHIN THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE ELECTION OF THE

SPEAKER OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY rHE REGIONAL

COMMISSION ON APPOINTMENTS SHALL MEET ONLY WHILE THE' ..'REGIONAL 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IS IN SESSION, AT THE CALL OF ITS CHAIRMAN 

OR A MAJORITY OF ALL ITS MEMBERS, TO DISCHARGE SUCH POWERS AND 

FUNCTIONS HEREIN CONFERRED UPON IT,

SEC. 16. THE RECORDS AND BOOKS OF ACCOUNTS OF THE 

REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL BE PRESERVED AND BE OPENED 

TO PUBLIC SCRUTINY, AND THE COMMISSION ON AUDIT IS HEREBY 

REQUIRED TO PUBLISH AN ANNUAL REPORT OF ITEMIZED LIST OF 

EXPENDITURES INCURRED BY THE MEMBERS THEREOF.

/sEC. 17. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OR ANY DF-^ITS 

COMMITTEE MAY CONDUCT INQUIRIES A!'4D/0R PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS IN 

AID, OF LEGISLATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS DULY PUBLISHED RULES. 

THE ~ RIGHTS OF PERSONS APPEARING IN OR AFFECTED BY SUCH 

INQUIRIES SHALL BE RESPECTED.

SEO. IB. THE EXECUTIVE AND/OR REGIONAL OFFICIALS OF THE 

REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT MAY, UPON THEIR OWN INITIATIVE, 

WITH THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNOR, OR UPON THE REQUEST OF THE 

REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OR ANY OF ITS COMMITTEE, AS THE 

RULES OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL PROVIDE, 

APPEAR BEFORE AND BE HEARD BY THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

ON ANY MATTER PERTAINING TO THEIR OFFICES. WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE SPEAKER AT LEAST THREE DAYS BEFORE 

THEIR; , SCHEDULED APPEARANCE.' INTERPELLATION SHALL NOT BE

LIMITED TO WRITTEN QUI COVER MATTERS RELATED

11
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iHLkETU. WHEN THE SECURITY OF THE STATE, RESIGN OR PUBLIC

i I'i Wr\ i I i i'll:

APPEARANCE SHALL BE CONDUCTED

1 i-ii-Lru.-. vjftt' : ! I iUj'i ! lUl :abt uNCfc

i [ iL RtG 1 UNRL

ASSEMBLY MAY PROVIDE, WHICH SHALL BE INCLUDED IN THE AGENDA, 

DURING WHICH THE GOVERNOR OR AMY MEMBER OF THE REGIONAL CABTNET

MAY r.r- ? T '“jC" •I vc-lsiu -I -i- U < AMblxJER QUESTIONS ■‘-Mn'41J

INTERPELLATIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY.
V,.

SEC. 20. THE nOSIDNAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MAY MOT 

INCREASE THE APPROPRIATIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE GOVERNOR FOR THE 

.OPERATION OF THE REGIONAL.AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT IN THE PROPOSED 

BUDGET. THE FORM, CONTENT AND MANNER OF PREPARATION OF THE 

BUDGET SHALL BE PRESCRIBED BY REGIONAL LAW. '

SEC. 21, IF, BY i'HL L.NO UP ANY PlsCAL YEAR, 1 HE REGIONAL 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY' SHALL HAVE FAILED TO PASS THE GENERAL 

APPROPRI AT IONS BILL FOR THE ENSUING FISCAL YEAR, THE GENERAL 

APPROPRIATIONS ACT FDR THE PRECEDING FISCAL YEAR SHALL BE 

DEEMED AUTOMATICALLY RE-ENACTED AND SHALL REMAIN IN FORCE AND

/
EFFECT UNTIL THE GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL 
R^i

j.o rriooEr-iJ'
I

> BY ’ THE

E6I0NAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, , F , ,
/' / ■ ■

SEC. 22. (A) EVERY BILL PASSED BY THE REGIONAL

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL EMBRACE ONLY ONE SUBJECT WHICH SHALL 

BE EXPRESSED IN THE TITLE THEREOF.

(Bb NO BILL PASSED BY THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

SHALL BECOME A LAW, UNLESS IT MAG PASSED THREE READINGS'- ON 

SEPARATE DAYS, AND PRINTED COPIES THEREOF IN ITS FINAL FORM 

HAVE BEEN DISTRIBUTED TO ITS MEMBERS THREE DAYS BEFORE ITS

PASSAGE :XCEPT WHEN THE GOVERNOR CERTIFIES TO THE NECESSITY OF

ITS.IMMEDIATE ENACTMENT TO MEET A PUBLIC CALAMITY OR LMERbfcNCY. 

UPON THE LAST READING OF A BILL, NO AMENDMENT THERETO SHALL BE
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31

ALLOWED, AND THE VOTE THEREON SHALL BE TAKEN IMMEDIATELY 

THEREAFTER AND THE YEAS AND NAYG ENTERED IN THE JOURNAL.

SEC. 23. (A) EVERY BILL PASSED BY THE REGIONAL 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL, BEFORE IT BECOMES A LAW, BE 

PRESENTED TO THE GOVERNOR. IF HE APPROVES THE SAME, HE SHALL 

SIGN OTHERWISE, liE SHALL VETO IT AND RETURN THE SAME WITH 

HIS OBJECTIONS TO THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY WHICH SHALL

"7 T /V* N ITS JOURNAL AND PROCEED TO 

RECONSIDER IT. IF AFTER SUCH RECONSIDERATION, TWO-THIRDS OF 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL AGREE TO 

PASS THE BILL, IT SHALL BECOME A LAW. IN ALL SUCH CASES THE 

VOTES OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL BE DETERMINED 

BY YEAS AND NAYS. AND THE NAMES OF THE MEMBERS VOTING FOR OR 

AGAINST SHALL BE ENTERED IN ITS JOURNAL. THE GOVERNOR SHALL

COMMUNICATE HIS VETC I \

I

ASSEMBLY WITHIN THIRTY-DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF RECEIPT THEREOF; 

OTHERWISE IT SHALL BECOME A LAW AS IF HE HAS SIGNED IT.

(B), THE GOVERNOR SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO VETO ANY 

PARTICULAR ITEM OR 

TARI^ bill, BUT THE VETO

Wh/cH he DOES NOT OBJECT.

/' X
SEC. 24. <A) THE RULE ON TAXATION SHALL BE UNIFORM AND 

'equitable. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL EVOLVE A 

PROGRESSIVE SYSTEM OF TAXATION.

25 (B)\ CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS, CHURCHES AND PARSONAGES OR

26 CONVENTS. APPURTENANT THERETO, MOSQUES, NON-PROFIT CEMETERIES,

AND ALL;LANDS, BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, ACTUALLY, 

DIRECTLY, AND EXCLUSIVELY USED FDR RELIGIOUS, CHARITABLE, OR 

EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES SMALL BE EXEMPT FROM TAXATION.

: <C) NO LAW GRANTING ANY TAX EXEMPTION SHALL BE PASSED 

WITHOUT THE CONCURRENCE OF A MAJORITY OF ALL THE MEMBERS,OF THE 

REGIONAL LEG I Si. ATT vE: ASSEMBLY „

13
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SEC':? 25. (A) NO MONEY SriALL BE PAID OUT OF THE REBIGNAL.

TREASURY EXCEPT IN PURSUANCE OF AN APPROPRIATION HADE BY' •L'Ai'J.

(B) NO PUBLIC MONEY OR PROPERTY SHALL BE APPROPRIATED 

APPLIED, PAID, OR EMPLOYED, DIRECTLY GR INDIRECTLY, FOR ; ■ THE 

USE, BENEFIT, OR SUPPORT OF ANY SECT, CHURCH, DENOMINATION, 

SECTARIAN INSTITUTION, OR SYSTEM OF RELIGION OR OF ANY PRiEsTp- 

IMAM, PREACHER, MINISTER, OR OTHER RELIGIOUS TEACHER,'>QR 

DIGNITARY 'AS SUCH EXCEPT NHEN SUCH PRIEST, IMAM, PREACHER:'’ 

MINISTER, OR DIGNITARY IS ASSIGNED TO THE ARMED FORCES, OR. _ TO 

■ANY PENAL INSTITUTION, GR GOVERNMENT ORPHANAGE OR LEPROSARIL^,

<C) ALL MONEY COLLECTED ON ANY TAX LEVIED FOR A' SPECIAL 

PURPOSE SHALL BE TREATED AS A SPECIAL FUND AND PAID OCT • frQR 

SU^H PURPOSE ONLY. IF THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH'A SPECIAL FUND WA% 

CREATED HAS /BEE^N FULFILLED OR ABANDONED, THE BALANCE, IF ANY, > 

SHALL ACCRUE TO THE GENERAL FUNDS OF THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS 

GOVERNMENT,

ARTICLE VII .
pip:':::''?::- y.- , ,

THE REGIONAL GOVERNOR AND THE CABINET

SECj. 1. THE EXECUTIVE POWER SHALL BE VESTED IN : THE 

GOVERNOR OF THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT.

SEC. 2. THE GOVERNOR SHALL BE ASSISTED BY A Cf^BTNET" 

WHOSE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPOINTED BY HIM WITH THE CONFIRMATION 

OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. THE CABINET SHALL HAX?£.

SIX <6) MEMBERS; TWO OF WHOM MUST BE MUSLIMC? a 
? TWO CHRISTIANSj

AND TWO FROM THE TRIBAL COMMUNITIES.

, SEC." 3. NO PERSON MAY BE ELECTED GOVERNOR '.-OF,: TyE 

AUTONOMOUS REGION UNLESS HE IS A NATURAL BORN CITIZEN OF ■*_^THE* 

PHILIPPINES, A REGISTERED VOTER OF ANY- PROVINCE OR CITY OF THE■i 

REGION, ABLE TO READ AND WRITE, AT LEAST THIRTY FIVE YEARS DP- 

AGE ON THE DAY OF ELECTION, A RESIDENT OF THE AUTONOMO'

FOR AT LEAST FIVE (5) YEARS IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE F-. ''

SEC. 4. THERE. SHALL BE A VICE-GOVERNOR ■-f..-.. . . . ''

14

P.



QUALIFICATIONS

TERM OF OFFICE AND BE ELECTED WITH AND IN THE SAME MANNER

AND

h

1

8

9

10

11

12

13

THE GOVERNOR = HE MAY BE REMOVED FROM OFFICE IN THE SAME MANNER 

AS THE GOVERNOR.

THE VICE-GOVERNOR MAY BE APPOINTED AS A MEMB’ER vOF- A 

REG I ON AL CAB I NET . SUCH APPOINTMENT REQUI RES NQ CONFIRM AT I Gf4. '

SEC. <A> THE GOVERNOR AND THE VICE-GOVERNOR' SHALL

BE ELECTED BY DIRECT VOTE OF THE PEOPLE OP THE RlGiON:

(B) NO GOVERNOR OR VICE-GOVERNOR SHALL SERVE FDR .yORE

THA TWO CONSECUTIVE TERMS. VOLUNTARY RENUNCIATION OF iHE

OFFICE FDR ^AN'^ LENGTH OF TIME SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED AS AN

INTERRUPTION IN THE CONTINUITY OF THE SERVICE FOR THE FULL TERM 

FOR WHICH THEY WERE ELECTED.

6. THE TERM OF OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR AND VICE-SEC.

ris’/.lTHGOVERNOR SHALL :BE FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS WHICH SHALL BEGIN

' PAT#N00N 0N the THIRTIETH DAY OF JUNE NEXT FOLLOWING THETDAY OF

. 1 s't* .17 '■ THE ELECTION AND SHALL END AT NOON OF THE SAME DATE THREE YEARS
i ; ■-yp'';

j, '*■ 1‘ii ^ ^ >%v'’ S ' y ' ' ■ ■

I , tTHERAFTER.
u"* . »i . I % ■* ; . >

THE regular election FOR THE GOVERNOR AND ..VICE-G’O^RNOR

^SH^Ll be HELD SIMULTANEOUSLY. WITH THE / NATIONAL ELECTIONS,,/ 

UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY LAW. •;

SEC. ,7. BEFORE THEY ENTER ON THE EXECUTION '^■■0|F/ ;/THEIR 

OFFICE THE GOVERNOR, THE VICE-GOVERNOR OR THE ACTING GOVERNOR 

SHALL TAKE THE FOLLOWING OATH OR AFFIRMATIONS

■‘I BO SOLEMNLY SWEAR (OR AFFIRM) THAT I ■

; FAITHFULLY AND CONSCIENTIOUSLY FULFILL MY DUTIES AS ' ....

(GOVERNOR, VICE-GOVERNOR, OR ACTING GOVERNOR) OF 

THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT;, PRESERVE .AND 

• DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC, THIS,',./'; 

Pv-P//'ORGANIC ACT FOR THE AUTONOMOUS REGION, THE NATIONAL

21

22

23

24

25 

36

*^*7 ■ 

28

29

30

31 AND REGIONAL LAWS, BO JUSTICE TO EVERY MAN, ANb 

CONSECRATE MYSELF. TO THE SERVICE OF THE AUTONOMOUS

15



fO* 5 \*"'

,'f'v >
» ^ T .* -U 4 r ,

V 'll fT'UV.-’
W'!V ' ‘tiSiffii#r

j , . ;:/•* ', ,
pHv. ^ '>'kJ.)-- , ''r':
rf. --'^v;'■rft;'! ;'v:;f' :'■

»^a)mf«Uj'REe([6N' ANDi the nation. so help me god." (IN CASE<

'^iMMlfcof^ AFFIRMATION, LAST SENTENCE WILL BE OMITTED.)

,r 8. THE' ANNUAL COMPENSATION OF THE GOVERNOR-,. AND 

fc^-N-h'K^^.^f^JVlCE-SOVERNOR SHALL, UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY LAW, BE FIXED 

k.|^'^CMf;|<^>'J:|iAT’t'iM-tWO • HUNDRED FOUR THOUSAND PESOS (P204,000) AND ONE -; iHUNDRED. 

ig'tfy -fell’iltEIGmv THOUSAND PESOS (P180,000) RESPECTIVELY. :" V .
",i-' ' ■ ' ' ' ': '

9. THE GOVERNOR SHALL HAVE AN OFFICIAL RESIDENCE AT:.
' n'. ;v'-f.i'-'* '/I't ' ■ ■ ' • ,

r«#'4:v ;L'8!''THE-Jf'SEAT '.OF REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT. , ,

10. THE GOVERNOR AND VICE-GOVERNOR, IMMEDIATELY
k'- ■ - / ’--■' -,i; i V' I 'i ' i" 1 ,

^ rl kt iio^k^AFtER THEIR ELECTION, SHALL TAKE THEIR .OATH OF OFFICE AND
, ' ' : . ,"T'

l^fiTrtEkEBY ASSUME THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF^' THEIR

RESPECTIVE OFFICES. -::t '

4 I-. 'k' ii '>4' ,’jl t.

SEC. 11. IN CASE OF DEATH, PERMANENT DISABILITY,/REMOVAL
/.

l/l/i-S^tll^t- ^FROM*;OFFICE, AND RESIGNATION OF THE GOVERNOR, THE VICE-GOVERNOR
' ; ' • . "v- ' v. :

k^.S/•'»•.', ■ il5.i.T-!SH^LL^.BECOME THE GOVERNOR TO SERVE THE UNEXPIRED TERM. IN. CASE
,.y _ t';.; j -, ,i . v

f7 ,\ ■'V’; ■ -
t;l/:i;Wi:/«r£igf;!OFrDEATH, PERMANENT DISABILITY, REMOVAL FROM THE OFFICE,, OR THE
Lt v;;.' .>'•» 4- ■•■ '•f: >* * v,‘'

•|ipc% tlTlpViRESIGNATION OF BOTH THE GOVERNOR AND THE VICE-GOVERNOR, , THE

^#S5Jn.Ul^!|lsX§REAKER : ;0F THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL v/ACT AS
V,., .

TO^#lWf;?6Cl\>6RNbR ■ • until the GOVERNOR AND VICE-GOVERNOR ARE ELECTED ' ‘AND
; 1 . • ■ ••',r'I . ,

/4kt4l/204,/QUALlF;IED -in -a .special election called for that purpose;. ; ■ ■

;:1,;2iXy.444-x-:no' ^^siSPECIAL ELECTION SHALL BE CALLED TO FILL UP A : .'VACANCY
’ V'J ' 1 I 1 ■

••.Vv:;'..'22*-/.;:;UdCURING ' within one year immediately preceding the NEXT REGULAR
' . . . . . . . • '/4H,rv;.'

■■ .< t/v; .y4■; .4444^pf/ELEpr I ON,-(-
'i'S-'-V..'. A !'VX r^r-f.1 ;..244?^4?'4 SEC. 12. whenever the GOVERNOR . IS TEMPJ&F^ARILY

,25. incapacitated, AND HE VOLUNTARILY TRANSMITS TO THE SPEAKER OF 

1 ’ x!' :26'v'' THE ^regional LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY HIS WRITTEN DECLARATION THAT
j iU1

27 HE U
> i.
Ir'

IS UNABLE TO DISCHARGE.THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF HIS-.OFFICE,
/'X . , '

28 THOSE POWERS AND DUTIES SHALL BE DISCHARGED BY THE . VICE-

.29 GOVERNOR AS ACTING GOVERNOR, SUBJECT TO LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY

,30 NATIONAL LAWS. •

mn-’} '■

[■V

31-1 OFFilCIAL VISITS TO FOREIGN LANDS NOT EXCEEDING TEN DAYS

32; SHALL NOjT BE CONSIDERED AS ABSENCE.

4; i ) 'i

r 1 ^, k; 
‘ J 11 '»1 "* 16

't:

..;i



r/,|V

!.{$ — 5 »!— r*s, wiic.i'jc.vfc.K,

INABILITY TO PERFORH Hli 

SHALL TRANSHIT TO THE : 

ASSEMBLY A WRITTEN DECLftI

i:NOR REFUSES TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIS 

DUTIES AMD FUNCTIONS, THE CABINET 

;‘EAKER OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE

• T ~i r- • "a“I 2 "T" "f: ’ 1— r-'t ;• J i— r-; k i T 1 iH 7 1~1! 5— -r ~
i. r rif-; I i s il., ov l:r\1.LJr4.MOL.ci f lj

> Jfc *Va ■■ ' ,

THEREAFTER, WHEN THE GOVERNOR TRANSMITS TO THE REGIONAL 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 1113 WRITTEN DECLARATION THAT NO’ INABILITY 

EXISTS, HE SHALL RE-ABBUME THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF, HIS OFFICE. 

MEANWHILE, SHOULD THE MAJORITY OF ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE

r*ACTMm

REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE.ASSEMBLY A WRITTEN DECLARATION THAT THE

T r~- i !K3/\r-ii r- -r“r-f
i b UiMHoi-si i u RUWLHS and DUiIES OF

16

17

IS

19

j. 20
i
21

GOVERNOR 

OFFICE,

ISSUE. FOR THAT PURPOSE ,

SHALl CONVENE, IF IT IS NOT IN SESSION, WITHIN FORTY EIGHT 
/'

■HOCjRS, in accordance WITH ITS RULES AND WITHOUT NEED OF; CALL

THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

( 4S >

[F THE ^EofoNAL LEGISLAT ASSEMBLY WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS

24

26

31

AFTER RECEIPT OF 

SESSION, within' TWELVE (12) DAYS AFTER IT 'IS REQUIRED TO 

ASSEMBLE, DETERMINES BY A TWO-THIRDS (2/3) VOTE THAT THE

GOVERNOR IS UNABLE TO DISCHARGE THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF HIS
■ , i ■ ,

OFFICE, i THE VICE-GOVERNOR SHALL SERVE AS ACTING GOVERNOR5 

OTHERWISE, THE GOVERNOR SHALL CONTINUE EXERCISING THE •• ■ POWERS 

AND DUTIES.OP HIS OFFICE. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

SHALL IMMEDIATELY INFORM THE PRESIDENT OF ITS DECISION.

. SEC. 13. IN CAGE OF SERIOUS ILLNEISS OF THE GOVERNOR, THE 

PUBLIC SHALL BE INFORMED OF THE STATE OF HIS HEALTH. THE 

MEMBERS OF THE CABINET AND THE SPEAKER OF THE REGIONAL 

■LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, SHALL HOT BE DENIED ACCESS TO THE

GOVERNOR DURING SUCH I Li. NEBS. ^ .

- SEC. 14. THE GOVERNOR. THE VICE-GOVERNOR, MEMBERS OF THE 

CABINET AND THEIR DEPUTIES OR ASSISTANTS SHALL. MOT HOLD Ai iY

17



■I \

<1'

,'1

</ -V

OTHER OFFICE OR EMPLOYMENT DURING THEIR TENURE.
/■■ /■

NOT, DURING SAID TENUF 

OTHER PROFESSION, PARTICIPATE 

FINANCIALLY INTERESTED IN ANY

THEY SHALL

\/ OIE' .•

IN ANY BUSINESS, OR BE

6>

7

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18 

19

f2i"

22

FRANCHISE, OR SPECIAL PRIVILEGE GRANTED BY THE NATIONAL 

GOVERNMEJNT OR THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT OR ANY 

SUBDIVISION, AGENCY, OR INSTRUMENTALITY THEREOF, INCLUDING 

GOVERNMENT-OWNED OR CONTROLLED CORPORATIONS DR THEIR 

SUBSIDIARIES. THEY SHALL STRICTLY AVOID CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

IN THE CONDUCT OF THEIR OFFICE.

'THE SPOUSE/S, RELATIVES BY CONSANGUINITY OR AFFINITY 

WITHIN THE FOURTH CIVIL DEGREE OF THE GOVERNOR SHALL NOT DURING 

HIS TENURE, BE APPOINTED AS MEMBERS OF THE REGIONAL CABINET, 

REGIONAL COMMISSIONS, CHAIRMEN OR HEADS OF THE BUREAUS OR 

OFFICES INCLUDING GOVERNMENT-OWNED OR CONTROLLED CORPORATIONS 

AND THEIR SUBSIDIARIES.

SEC > 15. APPOINTMENTS EXTENDED BY THE ACTING GOVERNOR 

SHALL REMAIN EFFECTIVE, UNLESS REVOKED BY THE ELECTED GOVERNOR 

WITHIN NINETY <90> DAYS FROM HIS ASSUMPTION OR RE-ASSUMPTION OF 

OFFICE.

•isU:f’.'-SEC. 16. THE GOVERNOR OF THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS

GOVERNMENT IS IREBY PROHIBITED FROM ISSUING APPOINTMENTS,

27

28

29

30

31

REMOVING PERSONNEL AND/OR EXECUTING CONTRACTS, WITHIN SIXTY 

(60) DAYS IMME!!BIATELY PRIOR TO A REGIONAL ELECTION.

SEC. 17= ' THE -GOVERNOR SHALL NOMINATE AND, WITH THE

CONSENT OF-THE Regional COMMISSION on appointments, appoint the

CABINET MEMBERS AND THEIR ASSISTANTS, THE HEADS QF THE 

COMMISSIONS, BUREAUS AND ALL OTHER'OFFICIALS DOWN TO THE LEVEL

■ONOMOUS GOVERNMENT WyOSE

APPliiNTMENTS ARE NOT OTHERWISE. PROVIDED FOR BY LAW, AND THOSE

OF DIVISION CHIEFS OF THE REGIONA
/ ' , '

WHOM HE MAY BE BY LAW TO APPOINT THE REGIONAL
/'

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MAY, BY LAW, VEST I HE APPOINTMENT OP

18
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21

24
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26

27

2B

29

30

OFFICERS OR . OFFICIALS IN THE COURT, OR IN THE HEADS OF ' ;

DEPARTMENTS5 AfSENCIE5,, COMMISSIONS, OR BOARDS, .

THE GOVERNOR SHAI...L i lAVE THE .POWER TO MAKE APPOINTMENTS.

DORINS.THE RECESS OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE AGgEMBLY, WHETHER'

VOLUNTARY OR COMPULSORY, BUT SUCH APPOINTMENT SHALL ^ 'BE

EFFECTIVE ONLY. UNTIL, DISAPPROVAL BY THE REGIONAL COMMISSION ON

APPOINTMENTS OR UNTIL THE NEXT ADJOURNMENT OF THE REGIONAL
i',i..

LEGISLATIVE ASGEMDLY.

SEC, ■'’482 ; .SUBJECTV-tO' THE EXCEPTIONS PROVIDED FOR "iN THIS.,, 

ACT, THE GOVERNOR: ■ SHALL HAVE CONTROL OF ALL' THE ■ REGIONAL 

COMMISSIONS, BOARDS, BUREAUS AND OFFICES, HE SHALL ENSURE THAT

THE LAWS BE FAITHFULLY EXECUTED=
/
/ SEC.

'"7
THE GOVERNOR SHALL SUBMIT TO THE ASSEMBLY

WITHIN THIRTY' (305' DAYS FROM THE OPENING OF EVERY REGULAR
>■„ . /■ X

SESSION, AS THE BASIS OF THE REGIONAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 

BILL, A BUDGET OF EXPENDITURES AND SOURCES OF FINANCING, 

INCLUDING RECEIPTS FROM EXISTING AND PROPOSED REVENUE MEASURES
.7 : j
1.8 FOR THE? OPERATIONS OF NATIONAL GOVERNMENT LINE AGENCIES AND

GOVERNMENT OWNED AND CONTROLLED CORPORATIONS ABSORBED BY THE 
T: ,

REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT, PROVIDED THAT IF REGIONAL

REVENUES ARE INSUFFICIENT TO FUND SUCH OPERATIONS, THE

DIFFERENCE SHALL BE FUNDED BY THE NATIONAL ■GOVERNMENT.

PROVIDED THAT ANY OUTSTANDING AMOUNT DUE WHICH ARE OWED TO THE

NATIONAL GQVER'nMENT SHALL AUTOMATICALLY BE OFFSET AGAINST THIS

ANNUAL SUBSIDY.

SEC, 20. THE GOVERNOR SHALL ADDRESS THE RESiONAL

REGULAR SESSION, HE

MAY ■ALSO APPEAR BEFORE IT AT ANY OTHER TIME THE REGIONAL

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MAY INVITE. 

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TO ADDRESS IT.

-HE' PRES I DENT AND Ot r iER -,
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SEC.

ARTICLE VIII

SPECIAL COURTS ' ,

1. THERE SHALL BE ESTABLISHED A MUSLIM APPELLATE

COURT AND OTHER LOWER MUSLIM AND TRIBAL COURTS JlAVING SPECIAL

JURISDICTION ON PERSONS, FAMILY AND PROPERTY RELATIONS.
I «. , ■

TRIBAL APPELLATE COURT SHALL ALSO BE ESTABLISHED AS NECESSARY,

A

SEC. 2. THE MUSLIM APPELLATE COURT SHALL BE COMPOSED OF
I .1 ' »

ONE PRESIDING JUSTICE AND TWO (2) ASSOCIATE JUSTICES. ANY
, s

VACANCY SHALL BE FILLED WITHIN NINETY DAYS FROM THE OCCURRENCE ' 

THEREOF. - v

SEC. ALL JUSTICES OF THE MUSLIM APPELLATE '-COURT

Miv f'i i

I1!;;:

/i v:
I. j

V: 
j -

: I

SHALL POSSESS THE SAME QUALIFICATIONS AS THOSE JUSTICES OF, THE

COURT OF APPEALS. THE MAJORITY SHALL BE GRADUATES OF ISLAMIC

<' ■
LAW AND JURISPRUDENCE.

'ySEC. 4. THE MUSLIM APPELLATE COURT SHALL EXERCISE /tHE 

FOLLOWING POWERS:

1 (A) EITeROISE exclusive appellate JURISDICTION OVER ALL 

'-CASES TRIED IN THE MUSLIM DISTRICT COURTS.

: , <B) EXERCISE ORIGINAL JURISDICTION OVER PETITIONS FOR

VCERJIORARI, PROHIBITIONS, MANDAMUS, GUO WARRANTO, HABEAS^
";iFvU ■ :i'^}

21* |!' CORPUS, AND OTHER AUXILIARY WRITS AND PROCESSES IN AID OF ITS

22

! ;;23
'1!:124

' ' ! 1
' 25 ^

: 26

27

28

29

30

31

32

APPELLATE JURISDICTION. , J

:i SEC'; 5. THE DECISIONS OF THE MUSLIM APPELLATE . COURTS 

SHALL BE FINAL* AND EXECUTORY; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT >'NOTHING 

HEREIN CONTAINED SHALL AFFECT THE ORIGINAL AND APPELLATE
I

JURISDICTION OF THE SUPREME COURT AS PROVIDED IN THE
1 ' , ^

CONSTITUTION. -

SEC. 6. <A) A MUSLIM JUDICIAL AND BAR COMMITTEE c,TS

HEREBY CREATED UNDER TIT-I SUPERVISION OF THE MUSLIM APPELLATE 

COURT TO BE COMPOSED OF THE PRESIDING JUSTICE OF THE MUSLIM 

APPELLATE COURT AS CHAIRMAN EX-OFFICIO, A REPRESENTATIVE FROM

THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ELECTED BY IT: AND A

20
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REPRESENTATION FROM THE ULAMA AS MEMBER WHO SHALL BE APPOINTED 

BY THE GOVERNOR.

<B> THE ULAMA REPRESENTATIVE SHALL HAVE A TERM OF FOUR 

<4) YEARS. HE SHALL RECEIVE AN EMOLUMENT TO BE DETERMINED BY 

THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. . '

(C) THE MUSLIM JUDICIAL AND BAR COMMITTEE SHALL RECOMMEND 

TO THE JUDICIAL AND BAR COUNCIL NOMINEES TO THE MUSLIM' .COURTS

IN THE REGION. f
/ ' ■ .. .

/ (D) THE CLERK OF THE MUSLIM APPELLATE COURT SHALL BE THE
■■ ■- ' ■ -■ ,

■ ", :v.

EX-OFFICIO secretary OF THE COMMITTEE AND SHALL KEEP A RECORF 

OF ITS PROCEEDINGS.

SEC. 7. MEMBERS OF Ti- iE MUSLIM APPELLATE COUFjT AND JUDGES

OF LOWER,MUSLIM COURTS IN THE REGION SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE

PRESIDENT FROM A LIST OF NOMINEES SUBMITTED BY THE MUSLIM

JUDICIAL I AND BAR COMMITTEE IQ THE JUDICIAL AND BAR COUNCILS.

SUCH' APPOINTMENT SHALL NEED NO CONFIRMATION BY THE COMMISSION

ON APPOINTMENTS AND SHALL EE MADE WITHIN NINETY (90) DAYS FROM

THE ,SUBMISSION OF THE RECOMMENDATION BY THE JUDICIAL AND BAR

’ L 1
COUNCILS.

1 20

t> "A 21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

30

31

SEC. 8. . THE PF\E51DING AND ASSOCIATE JUSTICES OF ... THE 

MUSLIM APPELLATE COURT, SHALL SERVE DURING GOOD BEHAVIOR, UNTIL 

THEY REACH THE AGE OF SEVENTY YEARS, UNLESS SOONER REMOVED F0R 

CAUSE AND IN THE SAME MANNER AS JUSTICES OF THE COUST OF 

APPEALS DR BECOME INCAPACITATED TO DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF HIS 

OFFICE. THE SUPREME COURT EN BANC SHALL HAVE THE POWER 

■DISCIPLINE JUDGES OF SPECIAL COURTS PROVIDED FDR IN TH|S

ARTICLE OR ORDER THEIR DISMISSAL BY A VOTE OF A liAJBRITY OF

MEMBERS WiiO ACTUALLY TOOK PART IN THE DELIBERATIONS ON ‘ THE 

ISSUES IN THE CASE AND VOTED THEREON. ''

SEC. 9. THE PRESIDING JUSTICE AND ASSOCIATE JUSTICES 0F»
,'■ •s..

THE MUSLIM APPELLATE COURT SHALL RECEIVE THE SAME COMPENSATION
I

AND ENJOY THE.SAME PRIVILEGES AS THE PRESIDING JUSTICE AND

f)



ASSOCIftTE JUSTICES OF THE GANDIGAN BAYAN RESPECTIVELY.

SEC.- 10. (A) THE SUPREME COURT SHALL UPON THE;; :

RECOMMENDATION OF THE PRESIDING JUSTICE OF THE MUSLIM APPELLATE: ; 

COURT5 APPOINT THE COURT ADMINISTRATOR AND THE CLERK JjHE,

MUSLIM APPELLATE COURT.
♦

v

'.•« ! V i

P4v

i 1 ' <

&

7

S

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16 

17

;e-
^9

<B) . ALL OTHER OF THE MUSLIM APPELLATE COURr

SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDING JUSTICE OF THE MUSLIM 

APPELLATE COURT. ' **■

(C>- THE PERTINENT PROVISIONS OF EXISTING LAW REGARDING

THE QUALIFICATIONS, APPOINTMENT, .COMPENSATION, FUNCTIONS,

27

DUTIES AND OTHER MATTERS RELATIVE TO THE PERSONNEL OF THE COURT 

• OF. APPEALS SHALL APPLY TO THOSE OF THE MUSLIM APPELLATE COURT.

' SEC- .11. THE 'members OF THE MUSLIM APPELLATE COURT |ftND 

OT^ER MUSLIM COURTS .ESTABLISHED BY LAW SHALL NOT BE DESIGNATED 

TO ANY AGEi'^Y /PERFORMlNB QUASI-JUDICIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

FUNCTIONS.

SEC. 12. THE OFFICIAL SEAT OF THE MUSLIM APPELLATE
O

COURT SHALL, UNLESS THE SUPREME COURT DECIDES OTHERWISE, BE IN
'i ’ ■

THE PLACE WHERE THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT HOLDS

OFFICE. 1: ■;

SEC. 13. PROCEEDINGS IN THE MUSLIM APPELLATE COURT AND 

IN THE MUSLIM LOWER COURTS AS ARE ESTABLISHED IN THE AUTONOMOUS

REGION SHALL BE GOVERNED BY SUCH RULES AS THE SUPREME COURT MAY
'"T : • ' ■

PROMULGATE.

SEC. 14. THE MUSLIM DISTRICT COURTS AND MUSLIM CIRCUIT 

COURTS created OR ORGANIZED UNDER EXISTING LAWS SMALL CONTINUE 

10 EXERCISE •■•I HE IR RLSt ‘tC i 1VE J UK 1SD ICTION AND THEIR POWERS OVER

20 • CASES DEFINED BY LAWS PASSED BY THE. REG IONAL-. .. LEG I SLAT I VE

29 ASSEMBLY. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL, - , IN

30 CONSULTATION WITH THE SUPREME COURT, DETERMINE TtIE -NUMBER, THE

31 JURISDICTION AND THE COMPENSATION OF THE SAID COURTS.

32 SEC-...:fl5. (A). A MUSLIM CONCILIATION COUNCIL (MAJLIS AL-
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8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15 

' 16}

17

18
i

! 19 

20 

21 

;i 22

23

'-v Jt.i.4

ISLAH AL SHAR-.E) SHALL BE CREATED BY REGIONAL LAN IN CITIES, 

MUNICIPALITIES OR BARANSAYS PREDOMINANTLY MUSLIM IN THE 

AUTONOMOUS REGION, ■

<B) A TRIBAL CONCILIATION COUNCIL SHALL BE CREATED BY THE 

REGIONAL LEO 1SLA i I V‘L ALiSEzi-iUL-Y ir-4 LVLi<Y LliY, i^UJN,j.CiPALTTY*-'' OR;,;

BARANGAY ' PREDOMINANTLY 

CULTURAL COMMUN i 1 i LLi -

X r-,i ii-'i-i i ! i;. 1HiEAL

E a ^ 'RTBAL. APPELLATE COURT AND LONER TRIBAL COURTS

FOR. THE INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES IN THE AUTONOMOUS 

REGION SHALL DETERMINE, SETTLE, DECIDE CONTROVERSIES, AND

ENFORCE DECISIONS INVOLVING PERGONAL, FAMILY AND PROPERTY 

RIGHJS IN ACCORDANCE NITiv THE TRIBAL CODE OF THESE COMMUNITI'eG.

/ SEC, 17. (A) THE Pi'-YO VISIONS OF I HE MUSLIM CODE AND THE 

TRIBAL CODE/ SiTALL BE APPLICABLE ONLY TO MUSLIMS AND TRIBAL 

INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES RESPECTIVELY AND NOTHING HEREIN 

SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO OPERATE TO THE PREJUDICE OF NON-MUSLIMS 

AND NON-tTRIBAL INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES,
i

. <B.) IN CASE OF CONFLICT BETWEEN THE TRIBAL CODE AND THE 
' i

MUSLIM CODE, NATIONAL LAW SHALL PREVAIL,

(O' IN CASE OF CONFLICT BETWEEN TRIBAL CODE AND/OR 

MUSLIM CODE ON THE ONE HAND, AND THE NATIONAL LAW ON THE OTHER, 

THE LATTER SHALL PREVAIL,

SEC. IS. SUBJECT TO THE PROVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION,

THE MUSLIM JUD'ICIAL SVSILM SHALL INTbRPRET THE MUSLIM LAW EiABED
*

ON THE FOLLOWING SOURCESJ

26 (A) THE GUfrAN (THE HOLY

27 (B) AL. i lAD X TH < TI IE SA

28 MOHAMMAD)

29 (C) AL n.‘ *i‘ \/ /\ »'•'
liiU J. / MO

/ r% f. V r-. i r-i .• > ..
\ rliMj-iUUL:- 7 / ^

30 (D) AL IJ ii A (CONBlNSUS) ,

31 / r~ \ AL AADAi ( CUS!OHS)J

-r (F) AL TALFEQ (CASES)f

sAY li'MUS ANm. PRACTICES OF PROPHET

il
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14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

; 30 

i 31 

32

(G) AL. TAQLEED (TRADITIONS)? AND

(H) I AL IJTIHAD (OPINIONS OF DISTINGUISHED ULAHA).

(I) reLevant national legislation

SEC. 19. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL CREATE 

A REGIONAL PROSECUTION OFFICE, DETERMINE ITS COMPOSITION, AND 

DEFINE ITS DUTIES AND POWERS.

ARTICLE IX, . ..

• • TAXATION AND SOURCES OF REVENUES

sec. 1» ALL INUUS (R1 bS, CUR!'“Q!'(A FIQN, AND BUSINESS 

ESTABLISHMENTS' DOING BUSINESS IN THE AREA OF AUTONOrtV SHALL PAY 

ALL THEIR CORRESPONDING TAXES, FEES AND DUTIES INCLUDING INCOME 

TAXES ON THE NET INCOME GENERATED IN THE REGION TO THE REGIONAL 

AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT OR TO THE PROVINCES, CITIES, 

MUNICIPALITIES, OR BARANGAYS THEREIN.

SEC. 2. THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MAY ENACT AN OMNIBUS 

REVENUE CODE FOR TAXATION AND OTHER REVENUE RAISING PURPOSES 

AND TO DETERMINE THE MODE OF CLASSIFICATION AND SHARING OF 

REVENUE RESOURCES WHICH THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT AND 

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS ARE ENTITLED TO COLLECT, RETAIN 

AND DISBURSE.

SEC. 3. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL SHARE 

EIGHTY (86%) PERCENT OF THE TOTAL REVENUE AND/OR'" COLLECTIONS

IN' THE -.FORM OF TAXES. CUSTOMS DUTIES, FEES = CHARGES,

SURCHARGES, PENALTIES FINES AND ANY OTHER REVENUE OR

IT SHALL LIKEl^ISECOLLECTIONS DUE TO THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 

H^VE THE POWER TO RETAIN THE SHARE OF THE SAID COLLECTIONS. 

THE BALANCE1 Oi:>x TWENTY PERCENT ,(207.) SHALL REPRESENT THE

BE PROVIDED BY THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AND SHALL REMIT THIS 

FUND TO IT ON ft MONTHLY BASIS. . ;
’ ' • . vV-
' L ». •

SEC. 4. THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT SHAL.L'"PROVIDE : THE

REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS: GOVERNMENT

24

BI L.L I ON PESOS



<P10,000,000,000.00) AO YEARLY ASSISTANCE, FOR TEN (10) YEARS

TO ACCELERATE AND IMPROVE PRIMARILY INFRASTRUCTURE, AND
f '

SECONDARILY LIVELIHOOD OR OTHER PROJECTS DULY IDENTIFIED,

ENDORSED AND APPROVED REGIONAL PLANNING AND

o

7

8 

9

10

11 

12

DEVELOPMENT BOARD, PRIORITY PROJECTS SUCH AS • THE

ESTABLISHMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS, BROADCAST

■ r\r f- T 4 T T* '5' r“ r~-
■ i'K..-.i. 1... I 3 i bo I WOs TP-.O . PORIAND ELECTRONIC MEDIA 

AIRPORTS, RAILWAYS AND HISHWAYS MAY BE CONSIDERED,

SEC. 5. NO FUNDS SHALL BE DISBURSED UNLESS DULY APPROVED 

BY THE GOVERNOR.OF THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT.

18

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Rc;.fal (JMAL. LCONUMY_ f.iND_ PAJj(£ LlON Y

SEC. 1- THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL ' HAVE 

SUPERVISION AND CONTROL OVER THE EXPLORATION, UTILIZATION, 

AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE REGION IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONSTITUTION AND NATIONAL LAWS, |

z7 THE GOVERNOR SiiALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO BRANT LEASES, 

FRANCHISES, /fmy CONCESSIONS AND ISSUE PERMITS AND LICENSES 

RELATIVE THERETO. EXISTING LEASES, PERMITS, LICENSES, 

FRANCHISES AND CONCESSIONS SHALL HAVE FORCE AND EPFECX FOR

TWENTY (20) YEARS OR UNTIL LEGALLY TERMINATED WHICHEVER IS
I ■ . '

EARLIER AS PROVIDED BY LAW.

SEcj. 2. # THE EXPLORATION, UTILIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 

ALL FORGES OF POTENTIAL ENERGY, NATURAL RESOURCES AND WEALTH IN 

THE REGION SHALL BE ALLOWED TO ALL FILIPINOS AND TO PRIVATE 

ENTERPRISES, INCLUDING CORPORATIONS, ASSOCIATIONS, COOPERATIVES 

AND SUCH OTHER SIMILAR COLLECTIVE ORGANIZATIONS;; PROVIDED, THAT

AT LEAST SIXTY PERCENT (607.) OF THlIR CAPITAL

D i tx JC i LY CON I hlOLL'b.D

INVESTMENTS 

; OWNED -.: .BY-AND/OR CAPITAL STOCKS AR 

FILIPINOS PREFERABLY RESIDE 

PROVIDED BY LAW. NO COMPANY SHALL BE ALLOWED TO DO BU3.FI^E'SJ3;'IN

THE REGION, UNLESS OTHERWISE

THE REGION - WITHOUT i i-i I \ 1 i '-4 Li IM »— iJ t-r t-i L

ZD

•RLGIBENT AN EQUITY-.

s
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1 PARTICIPANT OR A PARTNER.

2 NOTHING IN THIS SECTI0^4 SHALL OPERATE TO PREJUDICE THE

3 RIGHTS OF THE INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES OVER T^EIR
‘.’v

4 ANCESTRAL DOMAIN, AS HAY BE PROVIDED FDR BY LAW.

5 SEC. 3. SMALL-SCALE MINING SHALL RECEIVE SUPPORT*FROM 

h AND BE REGULATED BY THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT',

7 CONSIDERING ECOLOGICAL BALANCE AND THE INTEREST OF' THE'

8 COMMUNITIES WHERE SUCH OPERATIONS ARE CONDUCTED.

9 SEC. 4. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, AS A MATTER

10 OF PRIORITY, SHALL REGULATE THE PROCESSING AND EXTRACTION OF

11 MINERAL AND NON-MINERAL RESOURCES IN THE REGION TO PROTECT THE

12 ECOSYSTEM, INCLUDING GETTING LIMITATIONS ON OPEN PIT MINING AND 

';i3 SIMILAR METHODS.

14 SEC. 5. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT * MAY

15 ESTABLISH, OPERATE AND MANAGE PUBLIC UTILITIES WHICH ARE OF A

16 PIONEERING NATURE AND WHICH WILL NOT COMPETE WITH PRIVATE

17 BUSINESS, THESE BUSINESSES MAYBE TRANSFERRED TO PRIVATE 

* INDIVIDUALSi COOPERATIVES, PARTNERSHIPS OR CORPORATIONS WHO

^. ^iV . PREFERABLY ARE RESIDENTS OR WITH PRINCIPAL OFFICES,
1f 1 1 *5 v
^ 1 ■. , ,

' 20 RESPECTIVELY, IN THE REGION IN ACCORDANCE WITH.LAW AND UPON
/' ' ■ ' I

21 PAYlr^ENT OF JUST COMPENSATION,

, -..&.'2V,;-'T SEC. 6. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL

I'jJIfAt'-l ■ .
' PROMULGATE LAWS FOR THE JUST COMPENSATION, REHABILITATION,

T,-4. I X •
24 RELOCATION, AND OTHER SIMILAR MEASURES OF INHABITANTS AFFECTED

25 ADVERSELY IN THE HARNESSING OF NATURAL AND MINERAL RESOURCES IN

THE F<EG I'ON. 

SEC. 7. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL

REQUIRE COMPANIES OPERATING IN ITS TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION TO 

RECRUIT TRAINEES, TOTALING AT LEAST TEN PERCENT <10%) OF ITS 

WORKFORCE IN THE REGION WHERE AVAILABLE,

PREFERENCE IN THE RECRUITMENT AND TRAINING OF PERSONNEL 

AMONG COmPaNTES QPEFiATING IN THE REGION SHALL BE GIVEN TO THE

26



I /.I"
LOCAL INHABITANTS, UNLESS A PARTICULAR EXPERTISE OR SKILL IS 

UNAVAILABLE IN WHICH CAGE THE HIRING OF NON-RESIDENTS OF THE 

REGION MAY BE ALLOWED.

SEC. 8. ALL ACTS OF WANTDNNESS, SUCH AS-THE ABUSE, OF 

INTOXICANTS, DRUGS AND GAMBLING SHALL BE- STRICTLY REGULATED 

AND/OR PROHIBITED WITH DUE CONSIDERATION TO THE CUSTOMS AND 

BELIEFS OF THE INHABITANl'S OF THE REGION.

SEC. 9. THE RCGlOrEu- LEGISLATIVE FiGSEMDLV SHALL ENACT A 

LAW ON INITIATIVE AND r<Li'ERLNDUh FOR CUS ruMEiTj OF PUBLIC 

SERVICE UTILITIES. LIl-iE WfITJ kWDRF.B, ELEC 1.1C1TY, TELEPHONE ' AND 

SIMILAR UTILITIES. IT MAY PROVIDE SANCTIONS AS MAY BE 

NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE INTEREST OF THE CONSUMING PUBLIC.

SEC. 10. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT MAY ADOPT A 
POLICY TO PROMOTE PROFIT SHARING,' BROAD-BASED OWNERSHIP ^AND 

i^^^#lirs|^%P#^TICIPATION IN DECISION-MAKING IN THE PRIVATE ' BUSINESS

' ' SEC. 11. IN THE DELIVERY OF POWER SERVICES, PRIORITY
■/ /

“ SHALL BE GIVEN TO PROVINCES, CITIES AND MUNICIPALITIES IN THE 

|H^#0AREA. OR AUTONOMY, WHICH DO NOT HAVE DIRECT ACCESS TO SUCH
■ 'v. . ■ ^ r

lOm^SERVICESli TO THIS END, ISLAND PROVINCES AND MUNICIPALITIES
'VA-v i|, i

shall- be SUPPLIED WITH POWER THROUGH SUBMARINE CABLES AND/OR

|.Y
F-!i, ,• • - i.

' ■' '

r\ ■,

■ * 1

1 

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10 

11

12
t ' - jr-1’

'^3
! i ( .V
14

fl(VfVitei *.fis* * y

H5 I’iS^F^jbTHER ECONOMICAL POWER FACILITIES TO SPUR THE DEVELOPMENT AND

INDUSTRIALIZATION OF THESE AREAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

PLANS ADOPTED BY THE REGIONAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD.

SEC.' 12. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MAY CREATE A

REGIONAL' ELECTRIFICATION, ADMiNISTRATIOl'L WHOGE COMPOSITION, 

DUTIES AND FUNCTIONG SHALL BE DETERMINED BV LAW.

SEC. 13. THE RL.CIONAL AUTONDi’’IOU3 GOVERNMENT SHALL 

RECOGNIZE, PROMOTE AND PROTECT THE RIGHTS AND .WELFARE OF 

FARMERS, FARMWORKERS, FISHERMEN AND FISi IFARM WORKERS AS WELL AS 

COOPERATIVES AND OTHER INDEPENDENT FARMERS ASSOCIATIONS AND 

FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATIONS.

97f
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1

2
l :̂^: :

SEC. 14. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL 

ENCOURAGE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY.
/ • -I
/ SEC. 15. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL

4^^''rENCOURAGE AND PROMOTE DIVERSIFIED AND SUSTAINABLE FARMING
-I- ' 'jC' " ■ / /

‘j: ’ ,'i ^ 'j, .

SYSTEM.
X','

la . >
SEC.

■i" ! ‘ ' '

16. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL GIVE

TOP PRIORITY IN THE CONSERVATION, PROTECTION, UTILIZATION AND 

Sjf'lfSfe^EVELOPMENT OF WATER AND SOIL RESOURCES FOR AGRICULTURAL

to'!^?ftVli'k9;!§^j;pURP0SES; ' ‘
■ ir!. ' d'iVfJ ' ! Jla-«, ! 4', '■ *! , ! r:

m
K^Mjpf?445 lifl' .41, f,w r

-P{i^t'lO’y’• tv' 

feHy.ir' y'ili A R1

SEC. - 17. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL' ENACT 

REGIONAL FISHERY CODE WHICH SHALL ENHANCE, DEVELOP, CONSERVE

PROTECT-THE MARINE AND AQUATIC RESOURCES. IT SHALL PROTECT

THE, RIGHTS OF SUBSISTENCE FISHERMEN, ESPECIALLY OF LOCAL

1^44:' COMMUNITIES, TO THE PREFERENTIAL USE OF THE COMMUNAL MARINE AND

MMMlrV ':ls.v fishing RESOURCES, BOTH INLAND AND OFFSHORE. THE PROTECTION

,:SHSHALL EXTEND TO OFFSHORE FISHING GROUNDS OF SUBSISTENCE 

WORKERSBSSji^li/lT^vH'iFISHERMEN AS DEFINED BY LAW. FISHERMEN AND FISHFARM WORKER 

•PI^TO'i^^litij-'^stif’SHALL ALSO RECEIVE A JUST SHARE FROM THEIR LABOR IN THE

>?wAiX \iI'K^ilfitUTItlZflTION OF MARINE AND FISHING RESOURCES.

p&Ms^vviSEC. .18. PREFERENTIAL RIGHTS TO UTILIZE, DEVELOP, 

iCaZ^i’^COLLECT, PROCESS AND MARKET MARINE AND OTHER AQUATIC RESOURCES 

THE SEAS OF THE REGION SHALL BE GRANTED TO BONAFIDE

S ,v4.
1 , ^!lv‘ V1? ' ‘‘r i

..RESIDENTS OF THE REGION.

24,

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

SEC. 19. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY SHALL BE GEARED TOWARDS 

THE PROTECTION AND DCVELOPr.ENT OF THE MARINE RESOURCES OF THE 

REGION.

SEC. 20. THE DEVELDfHEiN r, ENCOlJRAGEf 1ENT Ar-4D PROMOTION

OF TRADE.AND INDUSTRY IN THE REGION SHALl BE THE RESPONSIBILITY

OF THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVEFCNMEN F.

IT SHALL ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT ENTREPRENEURIAL CAPABILITY 

IN THE REGION. FURTHER, IT SHALL RECOGNIZE, PROMOTE AND 

PROTECT PEOPLE'S COOPERATIVES, COTTAGE, SMALL AND MED I UM-StjZALE

p,. t;"i«r. ■ 5 Zf ■ '

'A .i/jr 'S - j

S-4»*k's'v’ Y I ’ *

i, «4y- /....jY,,

Y-Y ....

r / 20

.
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1 INDUSTRIES' BY PROVIDING AMONG OTHER TiilNiiG MARKET IMC

2 OPPORTUNITIES, PINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, TAX IWCENJIVEE.

3 APPROPRIATE AND ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGY, TECHNICAL TRAlf'JING TD

4 PRODUCE SEMI-FINISHED AND FINISHED PRODUCTS.

5' IT SHALL. LIKEWISE ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT

: 6 OF ^ANKS INCLUDING THOSE THAT ADHERE TD THE CONCEPT OF /THE

7 ' Islamic banking system.

s' . sec. 21./ AN OFFICE OF BARTER TRADE SHALL BE CREATe'd,

9 IT SHALL HAVE AUTHORITY OVER BARTER TRADING AG DEFINED BY

10 NATIONAL AND REGIONAL LAWS.

11 SEC. 22. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL
I

12 ENCOURAGE, PROMOTE, UNDERTAKE, AND SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT Df

13 ECONOMIC ZONES, INDUSTRIAL CENTERS, AND OPEN PORTS IN STRATEGIC

14 AREAS AND , GROWTH CENTERS OF THE REGION TO ATTRACT LOCAL AND

15 FOREIGN INVESTMENTS AND BUSINESS ENTERPRISES SUBJECT TO THE

16 REQUIREMENTS OF THE NATIONAL INTEREST AND DEVELOPMENT AS

17 DEFINED BY NATIONAL AND REGIONAL LAWS.

18 SEC. 23. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL

19 REGULATE MONOPOLIES AND IF THE PUBLIC INTEREST SC REQUIRES.

20, .THEY SHALL BE PROHIBITED. NO COMBINATION IN RESTRAINT OF TRADE

21 , AND UNFAIR COMPETITION SHALL BE ALLOWED SUBJECT TO NATIONAL AMD

22...REGIONAL LAWS.

23 SEC. . 24. THE REGIONAL ' AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL

24 REGULATE FOREIGN INVESTMENTS WITHIN ITS REGIONAL JURISD-ICTIOH

25 IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS GOALS AND PRIORITIES SUBJECT TD THE

26 CONSTITUTION AND NATIONAL LAWS.

27 SEC. 25. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL

28 DEVELOP TOURISM AS A MEANS OF PROMOTING GREATER PRIDE IN, AMD
c-

29 COMMITMENT TD THE NATION. TO THIS END. IT SHALL FORMULATE 

30. INTEGRATED TOURISM DEVELGPMENT PLANS AND IMPLEMENT PROGRAMS AND

31 PROJECTS THROUGH THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS IN ACCORDANCE HIV,.

32 THE IDEALS, NEEDS, ASPIRATIONS AND BELIEFS OF THE PEOPLE OF T.' iT'

29
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(A) A PRIOR RIGHT TO USE NATURAL RESOURCES WITHIN THE

ANCESTRAL DOHAINg

,.<B) PARTICIPATE IN, AND BE CONSULTED' • ON, THE 

DETERHI NAT I OlN! OF 'AREAS OF ANCESTRAL DOMAIN? AND

■ ■ ' (C> REACQUIRE LANDO ■ WITHIN THE ANCESTRAL DOHAIN ACQUIRED

ILLEGALLY BY AMY PERSON, CORFDRATIONS, PARTNERSHIPS AND SIMILAR 

ENTITY, IF THE RLACGUISiTIDN IS NOT FEASIBLE, JUST

COMPENSATION MAY BE PAID Ti JERGFOR. '

SEC, 30, IT SHALL BE THE DUTIES OF THE INDIGENOUS 

CULTURAL COMMUNITIES? '' ■

(A) TO RESTORE AND MAINTAIN A HEALJHFUL AND ^BALANCED' 

ECOLOGY IN THE AREA OF ANCESTRAL DOMAIN BY PROTECTING THE FLORA 

AND THE FAUNA, WATERSHED AREAS,’ HUNTING GROUNDS, SEAS, LAKES,

•'RIVERS, SWAMPS INCLUDING SHRINES AND BURIAL GROUNDS, AND SACRED

I LL a[

<B) TO ACTIVELY.INITIATE, UNDERTAKE AND .PARTICIPATE IN 

REFORESTATION OF THE ANCESTRAL DOMAIN? AND

(C) TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ANCESTRAL 

DOMAIN.

SEC. 31. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL, HITHIN

twelve (12) MONTHS FROM ITS ORGANIZATION, CREATE A REGIONAL
9 _ ‘ ■ / ■

COMMISSION ON ANCESTRAL DOMAIN AND DEI INE ITS hUNCf IBNS ...AND
. /

DU;flES SUBJECT, TO THE CONSTITUTION AND NATIONAL LAWS.

SEC. 3/. X SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE COMM I SSI DIM ON 

ANCESTRAL DOMAIN, LANDS IN THE ANCESTRAL DOMAIN TITLED TQ. : OR 

• OWNED BY MEMBERS OF THE INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES MAY NOT 

BE DISPOSED OF TO NON-MEMDERS.

° SEC. 33..' . SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF NATIONAL LANS,
1 *

NO ' ' PART- OF Tl-IE ANCESTRAL DOMAIN SHALL BE OPEN TO RESETTLEMENT 

BY NON-MEMBERS OF THE INDIGENOUS CULTURAL 'COMMUNITIES. ' ...

SEC. 34. SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION, 

THE .COMPREHENSIVE AGRARIAN REFORM LAW AND'OTHER RATIONAL LAWS,
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REFORM L 

REALITIES

DISTRIBUTION OR REDISTRIBUTION IN AREAS OF ANCESTRAL DOMAIN 

SHALL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT TME TRADITIONS. PRACTICES AND CUSTOMARY 

LAWS AND THE NEEDS OF THE INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES 

DETERMINED THROUGH FUEL. IS CONSULTATIONS CONDUCTED BY- THE 

APPROPRIATE AGENCIES ON THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT.

'.THE PROMOTION OF ACCELERATED SOCIAL PROGRESS AND TOTAL HUMAN• 

DEVELOPMENT.

;SEC. 3&. WITHIN EIGHTEEN MONTHS AFTER ITS ORGANIZATION, 

THE ' REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL INITIATE, FORMULATE 

AND IMPLEMENT SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS FOR T!-{E- 

UNDERDEVELOPED .INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES RESPONSIVE JO' 

THEIR PARTICULAR ASPIRATIONS, NEEDS AND VALUES.

■■■ '-SEC. 37. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMEKIT ■ SHALL, 

.PROVIDE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO THE RESOURCES OF THE, AUTONOMpUG 

. REGiON TO ALL Pi'iOV.iNCEUr,- Uj. ; ib-LL, MlJNiCiPALiTiES AND E^ARAiNuAi'/Q 

WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION. , ■ -*

SEC, '38. , TME REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL CREAtE., 

A REGIONAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD WHICH SHALL SERVE AS 

THE CENTRAL PLANNING, MONITORING AND COORDINATING AGENCY FOR 
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NATURE 1:HAT WILL SUSTAIN HUMAN PROGRESS.

BEq. 40. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL

PROMOTE ' A PROGRAM OF RESPONSIBLE PARENTHOOD WHICH SHALL BE 

BASED ON THE PARENTS’ FREE AND INFORMED CHOICE ON THE NUMBER OF 

CHILDREN AND THE MANNER OF MANAGING FAMILY SIZE;. WITHOUT 

PREJUDICE TO THEIR RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL VALUES. ' ' •

SEC. 41. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL,

WITHIN ONE YEAR FROM ITS ORGANIZATION, UNDERTAKE REFORESTATION

PROGRAMS TO ENSURE T .EAST FORTY PER CENTUM OF THE LAND

SURFACE SHALL BE COVERED WITH TREES, GIVING PRIORITY TO LAND 

STRIPS ALONG THE EDGES Or RIVERS AND STREAMS AND-SHORELINES 

LAKES. " ■ : ; ;

IT SHALL ADOPT SUCH APPROPRIATE MEASURES AND. RELEVANT 

TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF LANDS'EIGHTEEN PER CENTUM 

IN SLOPE OR OVER AND ASSIST UPLAND COMMUNITIES TO RAISE THEIR 

STANDARD OF LIVING.

.T.;.'- SEC. 42. SUBJECT TO THE PROVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION, 

THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL SPECIFY THE -LIMITS OF 

.FOREST LANDS, NATIONAL AND REGIONAL PARKS AND WATERSHED AREAS 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH LAW, MARKING CLEARLY THEIR BOUNDARIES ON THE 

GROUND; THEREAFTER, SUCH AREAS SHALL BE STRICTLY CONSERVED AND 

.MAY NOT BE INCREASED OR DIMINISHED, EXCEPT BY LAW. IT SHALL

SEC. THl REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL

STRICTLY-IMPLEMENT THE NUCLEAR-FREE ZONE POLICY OF THE NATIONAL
/ '

GOVERNMENT AND SHALL LIKEWISE PROHIBIT THE USE, IMPORTATION,

27 DEPOSIT. AND DISPOSAL OF NUCLEAR MATERIALS AND THE DUMPING
/ /

OF

la TOXIC OR HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES WITHIN THE AUTONOMOUS REGION.

19 EEC. 44. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL CREATE

50 A COMMISSION ON ECOLOGY TO ENSURE AND MAINTAIN EC^L06,I-CAL_ 

BALANCE ! AND THE CONTINUOUS USEFULNESS OF LAKE LAN AD 

LAKES AND WATERSHED AREAS IN THE REGION, IT SHALL ;HA^%^‘$UqEF

c1i
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OTHER FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES AS MAY BE DEFINED BY LAN.
I ’ ■■■' Y • : ■

1 ARTICLE XI >

EDUCATION. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. ARTS AND SPORTS 

SEC. 1. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL 

establish, MAINTAIN AND SUPPORT A COMPLETE AND INTEGRATED 

SYSTEM .OF QUALITY EDUCATION AND ADOPT AN EDUCATIONAL rRAMENORK

THAT MEANINGFUL RELEVANT AND RESPONSIVE TO ‘THE NEEDS,

i1''*

Y ’ ‘18
5 s

IDEALS AND ASPIRATIONS OF THE PEOPLE IN THE REGION.

SEC. 2. ‘’’ "THE-REGIONAL AhlTQN0M0|J3 GOVERNMENT ADOPTS THE 

EDUCATIONAL POLICIES THAT ARE ENUNCIATED IN THE CONSITUTION AND 

NATIONAL LAWS. • ,

SEC. 3. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL ' ALSO■ 

DEVELOP A REGIONAL LANGUAGE FROM THE DIFFERENT LANGUAGES OR 

DIALECTS IN THE REGION TO ENRICH THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE.;

■ ' SEC. 4. THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN THE AUTONOMOUS'\ REGION

SHALL DEVELOP CONSCIOUSNESS AND APPRECIATION OF ONE’S/'- ETHNIC

IDENTITY AND SHALL PROVIDE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF EACH 
^ >i ' <. / jSU.YY'.

,OTHER'S CULTURAL HERITAGE FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF NATIONAL- UNITY
I y . . .

AND HARMONY. >

■ ' 'SEC. 5. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL1^PROVIDE

FREE ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION. IT SHALL ALSO

ACCREDIT AND SUPERVISE PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNINGFIN THE 

REGION INCLUDING THE MABARIS PURSUANT TO LAW. TAX INCENTIVES

AS ' DEFINED BY LAW SHALL BE AFFORDED TO PARENTS OF STUDENTS
/ ■■■ T

PURSUING-COLLEGE EDUCATION.

SEC. hr T>-IE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MAY PROVIDE BY 

LAW A FOUR YEAR PRIMARY AND A THREE YEAR INTERMEDIATE 

EDUCATION; A 2-2 YEAR SECONDARY EDUCATION; AND A FOUR YEAR DR

MORE COLLEGE EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS WITHIN THE REGION.
i

SEC. 7. PROFESSIONAL AND BAR TESTING CENTERS -MAY BE

ESTABLlJaHED IN THE REGION. : v.
•■ ' ■■■■. .1 • '.vl'N'-y • ''VL.

SEC. 0. AT THE OPTION EXPRESSED IN WRITING '’By 'THE

34
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1 PARENTS ^ DR GUARDIANS, RELIGION SHALL BE TAUGHT TO THEIR

2 CHILDREN OR WARDS IN PUBLIC ELENENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOLS WITHIN

Z THE REg|uLAR class HOURS BY INSTRUCTORS DESIGNATED OR APPROVED

,4 BY, THE RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES DP THE RELIGION TO WHICH THE

5 CHILDREN OR WARDS BELONG, WITI SOUT ADDITIONAL'*• COST TO THE

6 GOVERNMENT.

i7 SEC. 9. CONSISTENT WITH NATIONAL POLICIES AND GOALS OF

8 EDUCATION, THE REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM SHALL DEVELOP

9 CURRICULA THAT ARE RELEVANT TO THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL,

10 POLITICAL, CULTURAL, MORAL AND SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE IN
». ■

THE REGION. TO THIS END,

(A) MUSLIM, TRIBAL AND CHRISTIAN CULTURES SHALL BE TAUGHT 

IN ALL SCHOOLS IN THE REGION TO DEVELOP, PROMOTE AND ENHANCE 

UNITY IN DIVERSITY.

' (B) FILIPINO AND ENGLISH SHALL BE- THE MEDIA' DP-

, INSTRUCTION IN ALL SCHOOLS IN THE REGION, UNLESS OTHERWISE 

PROVIDED FOR BY LAW. MAJOR LANGUAGES OF THE REGION SHALL BE 

MB -AUXILIARY MEDIA OF INSTRUCTION.

19 • <C). WHERE FEASIBLE, THE ARABIC LANGUAGE SHALL BE A

20 COMPULSORY SUBJECT FOR MUSLIMS AND OPTIONAL FOR NON-MUSLIMS IN

21 ALL SCHOOLS IN THE REGION.

22 : (D) THE STUDY OF THE PHILIPPINE CONSTITUTION, ' THE ORGANIC

23 ACT OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION, ECOLOGY, PEACE AS A WAY OF LIFE

24 AND HEALTH EDUCATION SHALL BE AN INTEGRAL PART OF- THE

25 CURRICULUM IN ALL SCHOOLS IN THE REGION.

26 ySEC. 10. STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES WITHIN ^THE

27 AUfONOMOUG REGION SHALL CONTINUE TO ENJOY FISCAL AND

28 ADMINISTRATI'^E i^UTONOMY SUBJECT TO REGIONAL LAW.

29 ' SEC- 11. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL PROMOTE

30 AND DEVELOP THE TRIBAL EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM WHICH SHALL INCLUDE

131 BUT NOTi BE LIMITED TO THG ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRIBAL STATE
I ■ ' ’ ,

!32 . UNIVERSITY WHENEVER FEASIBLE.

35
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SECi 12.. ALL ACCREDITED MADARIS (ARABIC SCHOOLS) IN THE

AUTONOMOUS REGION SHALL BE SUPERVISED BY THE REGIONAL 

AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT- ^

(A SYSTEM OF ACCREDITATION SHALL BE PROVIDED BY REGIONAL 

LAW. THE MADRASAH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM SHALL RECEIVE .THE SUPPORT 

OF HE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT.

SEC. 13. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MAY ENACT 

LAWS TO IMPLEMENT THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION ON.SCIENCE AND

TECHNOLOGY. . .

IN ADDITION, IT SHALL PASS MEASURES:

(A) TO SUPPORT AND DEVELOP THE SCIENTIFIC ' tAND 

TECHNOLOGICAL CAPABILITIES INDIGENOUS AND APPROPRIATE TO THE-

REGION;' AND

(B) TO ENCOURAGE THE FULL AND EFFECTIVE PARTICIPATION OF 

' ALL SECTORS IN THE PLANNING, PROGRAMMING, .COORDINATION, AND 

! IMPLEMENTATION OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL RESEARCHES AND

THE ACQUISITION, ADAPTATION, INNOVATION AND APPLICATION OF 

'SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FDR DEVELOPMENT.

SEC. 14. THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM SHALL DEVELOP AND 

MAINTAIN AN INTEGRATED AND COMPREHENSIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

PROGRAM. IT SHALL DEVELOP HEALTHY, DISCIPLINED, CREATIVE, 

INNOVATIVE, PRODUCTIVE INDIVIDUALS AND PROMOTE THE SPIRIT OF

SPORTSMANSHIP, 

UNDERSTANDING. 

/sec.- 15

COOPERATION, TEAMWORK, GOODWILL ■AND 
( .

15. THERE SHALL BE CREATED A REGIONAL CENTER FOR 

THE TRAINING OF OUTSTANDING ATHLETES, SPORTS AND PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION TEACHERS, COACHFZS, REFEREES AND ADMINISTRATORS.

SEC. 16.' THE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 

AUTONOMOUS REGION SHALL BE AN INTEGRAL COMPONENT OF REGIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT.
• : 1 • •

SECi 17. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL CREATE

A REGIONAL BUREAU ON CULTURAL HERITAGE AND DEFINE ITS
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COMPOS I Tj I ON, DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS.

! ARTICLE XII 

; SOCIAL JUSTICE, SERVICES. AND THE FAMILY

SEC. T. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL GIVE 

HIGHEST PRIORITY TO THE ENACTMENT OF MEASURES THAT PROTECT . AND 

ENHANCE- HUMAN DIGNITY, REDUCE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 

INEQUALITIES, CULTURAL INEQUITIES BY EQUITABLY DIFFUSING WEALTH 

AND POLITICAL POWER FOR THE COMMON GOOD.

SEC. 2- THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL CREATE 

THE REGIONAL COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEFINE ITS DUTIES 

AND FUNCTIONS SUBJECT TO THE CONSTITUTION AND NATIONAL LAWS.

SEC. “Z. (A) THE REGIONAL COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

SHALL BE COMPOSED OF A CHAIRMAN AND TWO (2) MEMBERS, WHO SHALL 

BE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION BY THE 

REGIONAL COMMISSION ON APPOINTMENTS. THE CHAIRMAN SHALL BE 'A 

MEMBER OF THE BAR. THE TERM OF OFFICE AND OTHER QUALIFICATIONS 

AND , DISABILITIES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE 

'PROVIDED FOR BY LAW.

(B) THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE APPOINTED 

WITHIN SIX (6) MONTHS AFTER THE ELECTION OF THE GOVERNOR. :

(C) THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL APPROPRIATE 

.AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE REGIONAL COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

WHICH SHALL BE AUTOMATICALLY AND REGULARLY RELEASED TO THE

COMMISSION.
/
/ sec: 4. (A) THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT

RECOGNIZES HEALTH AS A BASIC HUMAN RIGHT AND SHALL,' BY LAW,
/ / ■ , .

PROTECT, PROMOTE, MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE THE HEALTH OF EVERY 

RESIDENT OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION.

/ IT SHALL PROVIDE FOR AN INTEGRATED AND COMPREHENSIVE
■ . I ' - ' ' ; '

APPROACH TO HOLISTIC HEALTH DEVELOPMENT WHICH SHALL DIRECT THE

REGION’S HEALTH DELIVERY SYSTEM ALONG THE CONCEPT OF PRIMARY

HEALTH CARE, TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE CULTURAL

37
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1 traditional: health practiceg of the region.

2 (B) IT SHALL PROVIDE FREE MEDICAL CARE TO PAUPERS.

3 SEC. 5. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL

4 ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN AN EFFECTIVE FOOD AND DRUG REGULATORY

5 SYSTEM WHICH SHALL PROVIDE FOR THE ADOPTION OF AN ESSENTIAL

6 DRUG LIST, ENCOURAGE THE USE OF GENERIC MEDICINES OR DRUGS AND

7 PROMOTE THE USE OF HERBAL MEDICINES AND INDIGENOUS HEALTH

8 RESOURCES.

9 SEC. 6. THE . REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL

10 UNDERTAKE APPROPRIATE HEALTH MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH

11 RESPONSIVE TO THE REGION7 S HEALTH NEEDS AND PROBLEMS.

12 . SEC. ^7. THE HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN SHALL BE

13 A PRIMARY CONCERN OF THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT . TO

14 THIS END, CHILD HEALTH PROGRAMS ESPECIALLY ON NUTRITION AND

15 DISUSE PREVENTION SHALL BE F'URSUED AND SUSTAINED. ' (

16 '/ SEC. a. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES

17 LABOR AS A P^vIMARY SOCIAL ECONOMIC FORCE FOR DEVELOPMENT. IT

18 SHALL AFFORD FULL PROTECTION TO LABOR, PROMOTE FULL EMPLOYMENT,

19 ENSURE EQUAL WORK OPPORTUNITIES REGARDLESS OF BEX, RACE OR

20 CREED, [ AND REGULATE THE RELATIONS BETWEEN WORKERS AND

21 employers.
i

:22 SEC. 9. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT ENSURES THE

23 RIGHT OF LABOR TO ITS JUST SHARE IN THE FRUITS OF PRODUCTION,

24 AND THE RIGHT . OF ENTERPRISE TO REASONABLE RETURNS ON

25 INVESTMENTS, AND TO EXPANSION AND GROWTH.

26 ‘sec. 10. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL

27 ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT THE FORMATION OF COOPERATIVES AND CREDIT

28 UNIONS INTENDED TO BENEFIT THE EMPLOYEES AND LABORERS IN THE

29 PLANTATIONS, CORPORATIONS, AND OTHER ENTERPRISES IN THE REGION.

30 SEC. 11. IT SHALL DE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE REGIONAL

31 AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE A JUST AND DYNAMIC SOCIAL

32 ORDER THAT WILL ENSURE PROSPERITY OF THE REGION AND FREE THE

30
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iT-.^ '■'•-I

] >■

Wn\‘j, y

Pi1 ’ •hc^:r!>!
PEOPLE FROM THE BONDAGE OF POVERTY THROUGH POLICIES THAT WILL 

PROVIDE ADEQUATE SOCIAL SERVICES, A DECENT STANDARD OF LIVING,

AND A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE FOR EVERY HUMAN BEING.

1 SEC. 12. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL WITHIN 

ONE YEAR FROM ITS ORGANIZATION ENACT MEASURES EMBODYING 

REINTEGRATION PROGRAMS RESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS OF RETURNEES AND

REJOINEES. A REHABILITATION PROGRAM SHALL BE . PROVilJED FOR

’‘tS:.

DISf^LACED PERSONS AND/OR COMMUNITIES AND VICTIMS OF MAN-MADE OR

NATURAL CALAMITIES.

' 10 SEC. 13. ;THE care and WELFARE OF THE ELDERLY, DISABLED,

Eft;

■RETIREES AND VETERANS SHALL ENJOY REGIONAL SUPPORT TA^.-v. 

PROTECTION OF THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT. ' "■

,SE[?-J '.'Vi v V > , ‘
14. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL EVOLVE

. Vi T V 'l
H i'L ‘‘ ' 'V. ’
14' .ITS ’ OWN HOUSING PROGRAM THAT WILL PROVIDE ADEQUATE LOW-COST,
lit-. A .1 ' ■

15., "DECENT, AND HEALTHFUL HOUSING FACILITIES AND OTHER BASIC 

i6,'',>‘;;SER'i;ICES' TO THE RESIDENTS OF THE REGION SPECIALLY THE POOR AND
fw. 1

* 1 ^ V
17,DISADVANTAGED SECTORS.

•Sk

_ c. ,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _  WHERE FEASIBLE, THE PRIVATE SECTOR MAY

18' '""BEtlNVOLVED IN THE HOUSING PROGRAM. •
I■; ■ 1 !

\i i9i { ! SEC. 15. . THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL
..■lU/i. , ■'/. •'.“'hi-'1 " ■■■■

OF PEOPLE'S120 PROTECT THE RIGHTS AND RESPECT THE ROLE
Ji . " 1

' ‘ 21 ORGANIZATIONS. NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS SHALL BE ENCOURAGED
*w P I ;• t,* > I I V " ■

fft V-
2i2

?f j i. /

23

r •'
i 24

^ ‘t

fr% 25
* n

26
c 5 ^

if' 27
i 1
f i' 28

► i- •

* t

29
'

m }'
XIP
? ri 
}

■; 't 1J30

I ' 5 , 3i
1 /•> 1 .. 32

AND ASSISTED IN THEIR WORK OF UPLIFTING THE GENERAL WELL-BEING• •• , v

OF THE PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY.

SEC. 16. THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO EFFECTIVE AND 

REASONABLE PARTICIPATION AT ALL LEVELS OF SOCIAL, POLITICAL, 

AND ECONOMIC DECISION-MAKING SHALL BE INVIOLABLE.

SEC. 17. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES 

THE FILIPINO FAMILY AS THE FOUNDATION OF THE NATION. IT SHALL 

STRENGTHEN ITS SOLIDARITY AND ACTIVELY PROMOTE ITS TOTAL 

DEVELOPMENT. '' V,

SEC. IS. MARRIAGE, AS AN INVIOLABLE SOCIAL INST-fTO-TION, 

IS THE FOUNDATION OF THE FAMILY AND SHALL BE PROTECTED BY THE

h-1 39
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"l , %i " I '
. I, i - t1'', 1 “'?*?■' ■

ftM'.l'‘1'^u-f ( ! ]',4n ;'!i' .

: ,1' ;'REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE BELIEFS,

2' ' ' CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE REGION

SEC. 19. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL

■'

’I' -".7
/fj.; . ' 1 i B
Sir*!- ,

' 1 i ^ 9

4. , -ensure; guarantee, and DEFEND:

(A) THE RIGHT OF THE UNBORN TO LIFE FROM THE" MOMENT OF

Mi

SW! WH'°-
y?v' t

\ - :ii:

'«*f ir I , »

a

ITS-CONCEPTION;

(B) THE RIGHT OF CHILDREN TO ASSISTANCE, INCLUDING PROPER
"’ / : I
CARE/ AND NUTRITION, AND SPECIAL PROTECTION FROM ALL FORMS OF 

"neglect, abuse, CRUELTY, EXPLOITATION, AND OTHER CONDITIONS

' ,.5 r /
' TREJUDICIAL TO THEIR DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING;

(C> THE RIGHT OF FAMILIES DR FAMILY ASSOCIATIONS TO

12 ACTIVELY 4s ART ICI PATE IN POLICY-MAKING, PLANNING AND

‘-x ui ' (4
vi‘^-'44-'Lr>t;Ef1EN^ATION pp POLICIES AND PROGRAMS THAT AFFECT THEM;! AND

lllri
15-V/. >|RES|.
V*’. ’,;

.‘■4 r V'' ^ f

■i4^(D)j| /THE. RIGHT OF THE SENIOR CITIZENS TO THE CARE, 

sIl^fRE^ECfji^PROTECTION AND SUPPORT OF THEIR FAMILY AND SOCIETY.

THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES 

>XHE^t:iVITAL . ROLE OF THE YOUTH IN NATION BUILDING. IT SHALL

Mvlliaiv'jRRdMOTE , AND SUPPORT THEIR NEEDS AND ASPIRATIONS TO BECOME GOD-
■'1 ;/V ; ■ ■ . . ■ ■

■imfl9#45ili0VirNG ' AND,"GOD-FEARING, INDUSTRIOUS, WORK AND VALUE-ORIENTED, 

...WKitrlv.'i .L'__U_...... ’ DISCIPLINED, SELF-RELIANT, F'ATRIOTIC AND

V.N ATI ON AL1 ST IC CITIZENS.

5 r>»/22 k r l/SEc. 21

K . ' •"^;23r ..THE —

THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL CREATE

OFFICE OF YOUTH AFFAIRS AND DEFINE ITS COMPOSITION,

f;;

r24 POWERS AND FUNCTIONS.

25 iSEC.' 22. THERE SHALL BE AT LEAST ONE <1> REPRESENTATIVE

i.!-"f-:
1^’/'1’'

p;-1 -j ^
r Is t*

26 -FROM THE YOUTH SECTOR IN EACH LEGISLATIVE BODY OF THE LOCAL

I * I « '
27 GOVERNMENT UNITS IN THE AUTONOMOUS REGIOIn> , //UNDER SUCH

>'} • >;i - uV;. • : - • .• , :

f , ,28 GUIDELINES AS MAY BE PRESCRIBED BY LAW. "•
' 'll ''•! 'P’

‘29 ’ . SEC. 23. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERIjIMENT RECOGNIZES

,'30 ‘ , THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN NATION-BUILDING AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

! I1 . •
31 IT SHALL PROMOTE THEIR WELL-BEING AND ENSURE THEIR FUNDAMF^^“^•

32 rights' and PRINCIPLE OF EQUALITY BETWEEN WOMEN AND MEN BEFORE

40
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t '

, 1 THE LAW.

;J2 IT SHALL TAKE APPROPRIATE MEASURES AGAINST ALL FORMS OF

3 EXPLOITATION AND DISCRIMINATION OF WOMEN.

4 SEC. 24. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL CREATE
S'. ‘

5 THE REGIONAL BUREAU ON WOMEN AND DEFINE ITS' COMPOSITI^SN;

6 POWERS, AND FUNCTIONS.

7 ARTICLE XIII ^

S GENERAL PROVISIONS

9 /SEC. 1. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IS HER!eEY

10 EMPOWERED TO ENACT MEASURES FOR THE ADOPTION OF AN OFFICIAL

11 FLAG, SEAL AND/fi REGIONAL HYMN OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION.

12 THE REGIONAL FLAG MUST ALWAYS BE DISPLAYED WITH THE

,13 NATIONAL FLAG OCCUPYING THE PLACE OF HONOR. THE REGIONAL HYMN,

!14 WHEN SUNG OR PLAYED MUST BE PRECEDED BY THE NATIONAL ANTHEM.

I 15 UNTIL otherwise; PROVIDED BY REGIONAL LAW, FILIPINO, ENGLISH AND 

'16 ARABIC SHALL BE THE OFFICIAL REGIONAL LANGUAGES. -

17 SEC. 2. THIS ORGANIC ACT SHALL BE OFFICIALLY PROMULGATED

IS IN FILIPINO, ENGLISH AND ARABIC, AND TRANSLATED INTO OTHER
i : v'r , y'1,' .... ‘ ^ . V,. . '

’19 LANGUAGES OR DIALECTS WIDELY SPOKEN IN THE REGION ALL EQUAL IN

•20 LEGAL EFFECT. IN CASE OF CONFLICT, THE ENGLISH TEXT SHALL

21 PREVAIL.

22 SEC. 3. THE PEOPLE OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION ARE AN

23 INTEGRAL PART OF THE FILIPINO NATION. ITS

24 BOUNDARIES ARE INSEPARABLE COMPONENTS OF THE TERRITORIAL

25 INTEGRITY AND NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE

26 PHILIPPINES. NO REGIONAL LAW OR ORDINANCE SHALL BE ENACTED

27 . THAT WOULD VIOLATE 0R INFRINGE ON THIS CONSTITUTIONAL POLICY OR

28 MANDATE.

29 SEC. 4. ALL PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES, AS WELL AS

30 MEMBERS OF THE REGIONAL POLICE FORCE AND THE MILITARY

31 ESTABLISHMENT SHALL BE REQUIRED TO TAKE AN OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

32 TO THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES AND TO SUPPORT AND DEFEND

41
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THE PHILIPPINE CONSTITUTION AND THIS ORGANIC ACT.

SEC. 5. THE DEFENSE AND REGIONAL SECURITY OF THE 

AUTONOMOUS REGION SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE NATIONAL

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11

12

13

14

15 

116 

,17

18

19

20 

21 

22

,23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

GOVERNMENT. THE ARMED FORCES OF PHILIPPINES SMALL ITATIOM

T-. I -n. 
’i UAND DEPLOY A SUFFICIENT FORCE IN THE 

MAINTAIN, A CENTRAL COMMAND WITH GENERAL HEADQUARTER-3 AT THE 

SEAT OF THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENTj PROVIDED, THAT 

MILITARY MEN WHO ARE RESIDENTS OF THE REGION SHALL BE GIVEN 

PREFERENTIAL CONSIDERATION FOR ASSIGNMENT TO THE REGION.

/SEC. 6.' NO MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPi'neS 

IN/ THE ACTIVE SERVICE SHALL, AT mV TINE, BE APPOINTED DR 

DESIGNATED ’'I'N /hw CAPACITY TO A CIVILIAN PDSITI ON IN I.. THE 

' REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING GOVERNMENT 'OWNED OR 

.CONTROLLED CORPORATIONS OR IN ANY OF THEIR SUBSIDIARIES 'AND/OR 

INSTRUMENTALITIES WITHIN THE AUTONOMOUS REGION.

ALL : RETIRkD MILITARY PERSONNEL MAY NOT BE EMPLOYED IN 

GOVERNMENT WITHIN THREE (3) YEARS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING TL.LITR 

RETIREMENT.

SECi 7. THE ELECTION • LAWS OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE 

PHILIPPINES SHALL APPLY TO THE CONDUCT OF ALL ELECTIONS IN THE 

AUTONOMOUS, REGION. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MAY, 

HOWEVER, RECOMMEND TO THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS SPECIAL

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO THE ELECTIONS WITHIN "ILL uvr*

AUTONOMY.

SEC.' 8. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL" PROVIDE- 

FOR A SYSTEM OF RECALL FOR REGIONAL ELECTIVE OFFICIALS.

SEC. 9. THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT SHALL GIVE 

HIGHEST PRIORITY TO THE PURSUIT, MAINTENANCE AND RESTORATION■OF 

PEACE AND ORDER IN THE AREA OF AUTONOMY. TOWARDS THIS END, IT 

SHALL ADOPT THE NECESSARY MEASURES FDR THE PROTECTION OF , LIFE, 

liberty, AND PROPERTY OF ,THE PEOPLE IN THE AUTONOMOUS REGION,'

SEC. '16. He"REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL CREATE

42
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2
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: V 5

6

7

B

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
' r " ;;

■ 17.
• ■ I ' ■ ■ .

> ■ , f :■ i.' ■

] S'
'' 18

t 19

;2o

,21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

THE REGIONAL POLICE-FORCE. IT SHALL BE HEADED 

COMMISSIONER WITH TWO DEPUTIES, ALL OF Ur 101 

INHABITANTS * OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION, . APPOINTED BY T; 

PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES UPON RECOMMEND AT I oV OF

;GOVERNOR OF THE REGION.

• •• THE REGIONAL POLICE FORCE SHALL EE UNDER THE SUPEHVIEH 

OF THE GOVERNOR, PROVIDED THAT CITY OR MUNICIPAL EXECUTIVES i: 

ARE HEREBY CONSTITUTED AS EX-OFFICIO REPRESENTATIVE OF Ti 

NATIONAL POLICE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE CONTROL AND SUPERVIST

SEC. 11, THE AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT G T

MAINTAIN A REGIONAL POLICE ACADEMY

SEC. 1.

ARTICLE XIV

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  REVISIONS

CONSISTENT WITH THE PROVISIONS

CONSTITUTION AND NATIONAL LAWS, THIS 

AMENDED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE PHILIPPINES UPON A MAJORITY VC

OF the m SENATE AND THE HOUSE !■ Q FT CT 1J T T ' P' F

SEPARATELY.

SEC. 2. ANY AMENDMENT TO, OR REVISION OF THIS D'TF.C 

ACT,, UNDER SECTION 1 HEREOF SHALL BE VALID WHEN RATIFIED Pv 

MAJORITY OfVtHE VOTES CAST IN A PLEBISCITE WHICH SHALL BE fC

NOT EARLIER THAN SIXTY DAYS MGR LATER THAN NINETY DAYS TCL
0

THE APPROVAL OF SUCH AMENDMENT OR REVISICM.

SEC.' 3. SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE CGHSTITUT: 

AND NATIONAL LAWS, AMENDMENTS TO THIS ORGANIC ACT MAY LIKE.D

BE IfVV TH INITIATIVE lipow

PETITION OF AT LEAST TWELVE PERCEHTUM OF THE TOTAL NUMBE.:\' 

REGISTERED VOTERS, OF WHICH EVERY LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT •VJC: 

REPRESENTED BY AT LEAST 1 HrLE percent UM UF the rLGIS 1 Vi.' i

THEREIN. NO AMENDMENT UNDER THIS :SECTION SHALL BE AUTHCRT/ 

WITHIN FIVE YEARS FOLLOWING THE RATIFICATION OF THIS DJIDA:

43
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I., ..

I 1 ACT OR OFTENER THAN ONCE EVERY FIVE* YEARS THER£AisT£R.

2 THE. REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SHALL PROVIDE FDR THE

3 IITPLEHENT AT I ON OF THE EXERCISE OF THIS RIGHT.

:4 SEC. 4. ANY AMENDMENT UNDER SECTION 3 HEREOF SHALL .. BE

5 VALI-D WHEN RATIFIED BY A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES CAST l^t-' A

6 PLEBISCITE WHICH SHALL BE HELD NOT EARLIER THAN SIXTY DAYS', i^A’R

7 LATER THAN NINETY DAYS AFTER THE CERTIFICATION BY THE

iAS COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS, OF THE*'S'OFPICIEMCY OF THE 'PETIT ION.'

9 ARTICLE XV -

1O TRANSITORY PROVI5IONE

.11. : SEC. 1. THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY_SHALL WITHIN

12 ONE YEAR FROM ITS ORGANIZATION ENACT A LAW PRQHIEJJIMS ALL 

'13 . LOGGING ACTIVITIES IN THE AUTONOMOUS REGION FOR SUCH 'PERIODS AS'

14 IT MAY DETERMINE. * '

15 SEC, 2. UNTIL THE REGIONAL COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS TS

16 CONSTITUTED, THE EXISTING NATIONAL COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIFA.iS

. 17 SHALL CONTINUE TO EXERCISE ITS PRESENT FUNCTIONS AND. B0AF.%:3 >M

18 THE AUTONOMOUS REGION.

19 SEC. 3. THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, COMMISSIGH CN

20 elections and THE COMMISSION- ON AUDIT.SHALL REORGANIZE THEIR

21 'OFFICES TO CONFORM WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE AUTONOMOUS

22 REGIO'L ^

23 SEC, -4. ALL PERSONNEL OF THE NATIONAL GQVERNMEI'T AND,

;24 GOVERNMENT CORPORATIONS WHO ARE ABSORBED BY THE REGIONAL

25 government SHALL RETATM Ti-'iClR BENlORITY, COMPENSAT • OH ''"aHD

26; .BENEFITS, THOSE WHO OPT TO RETIRE WILL BE GIVEN'"FULL DENEFITS 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • ■

•
k'r'y '
^.v V-,-. V

27 UNDER EXISTING !

- 28 SEC. 5.

i-l/"; 'B 29 THE BUBGl^TING

-H
30 1 GOVERNMENT SHA:

; 31' RULES AND REGU
i

32 . AND MANAGEMENT

“lE—HET‘.TK3!p” n"' I—’•.!/\ r-1-!" J-*’5'-!T" f— r~'t I r"11 I■■ IE.5X1J i { i'ilE i" r-iflU 1 I Ur CDtJL^n t-i ibIQNAL

; it (\C-L> i i-'i'it-i;

BE GOVERNED BY EXISTING PERTINENT 

[QMS PRESCRIBED BY THE DEPARTMENT

! AWF
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3

4

5

6 

7 

S 

9

10 

11 

12

13

14

15

16

19

20 

21

24

26

29

30

SEC. 6. Ti-IE PRESENT r<E(51 ON AL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENTS QF 

REGIONS IX AND XII IS HEREBY ABOLISHED UPON THE ASSUMPTION OF 

OFFICE IbY the elected OFFICIALS OF THE NEWLY FORMED REGIONAL 

AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT. THE OFFICIALS OF THE AUTONOMOUS 

GOVERNMENT OF REGION IX AND XII SHALL TURN OVER ALE THE ^§ETS-

AND LIABILITIES TO THE REGIONAL AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT
• , *

PROVIDED THAT WHERE FEASIBLE QUALIFIED PERSONNELS OF THE 

AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT OF REGIONS IX AND XII SHALL BE 'GTVE.N 

PREFERENCE FDR EMPLOYMENT IN THE NEW REGIONAL AL'TONGMOUS 

GOVERNMENT.

SEC. 7. THE FIRST REGULAR ELECTIONS OF THE GOVERNOR,

VICE-GOVERNOR AND MEMBERS OF THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY • 

UNDER THIS ORGANIC ACT SHALL BE HELD NOT EARLIER THAN FORTY-. 

FIVE DAYS NOR‘LATER THAN SIXTY BAYS AFTER THE RATIFICATION OF 

THIS ACT. ■
; Vr. .

SEC. 3. THERE IS HEREBY CREATED A CODE dQMMISSION•. ON* 

MUSLIM LAWS AND A CODE COMMISSION ON TRIBAL LAWS EACH OF WHICH 

SHALL EE COMPOSED OF A CHAIRMAN AND TWO (2) COMMISSIONERS WHO"-' 

SHALL BE NATURAL BORN CITIZENS'OF THE PHILIPPINES AND.. RESIDENT'S 

OF ..the REGION. THE MEMBERS OF THE CODE COMMISSION ON ’ MUSLIM 

LAWS MUST BE MUSLIMS AND EXPERTS IN MUSLIM AND PHILIPPINE LAWS, 

AND THE MEMBERS OF tl!E CODE COMMISSION ON TRIBAL LAWS MUST,. 

BELONG TO THeT TRIBAL INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITY AND MUST' )3E 

EXPERTS IN TRIBAL AND PHILIPPINE LAWS.

SEC-. 9. THE CODE COMMISSIONS SHALL CODIFY TRIBAL LAWS' 

AND ISLAMIC LAWS AND JURISPRUDENCE ON CIVIL RELATioNS',, ; 

COMMERCIAL TRANSACTION, CRIMINAL ACTS, AND ITS PENALTIES,

r" I »T nr h * rtL V 1 L?i2.r\a RULES OF PROCEDURES, AND SIMILAR MATTERS, 4B

/

lAL.

PERFORM SUCH OTHER DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS AS MAY BE PROVIDED '.FOR
/■ / ■ . . ■ ■

BY LAW. THEY SHALL COMPLETE THE CODIFICATION WORFC WITHIN Ti '' 

YEARS AND SUBMIT THE SAME TO THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASGEP 

FOR ENACTMENT INTO LAW.

- t , V . ''■■■■
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Q

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

1
/

3EC. 10,

ESTABLISHED TO TAKE OVER Ti

REGIONAL GOVERNMENT CORPORATIOi'JS SHALL BE 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF MATIDNAL

GOVERNMENT OWNED AND LON i RLi!._I-ED CDR'r'DRAI .ClJNS I h'AT mRE LDCATLil

\ • •
IN THE REGION,- THE TRANSFER OF ASSETS Si!ALU BE;1 EFFECTED UPON

■» '■ v''

PAYMENT iOF REASONABLE COMPENSATION. , ‘r

, GEO. 11. ALL LAWS. DECREES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS,' RULES'
I '

AND regulations, ISSUANCES GR FARTS THEREOF INCONSISTENT WITH 

■THIS ACT ARE HEREBY REPEALED OR AMENDED ACCORDINGLY. '

SEC. 12. IF, FOR ANY REASON, ANY SECTIQN DR PROVISION OF 

THIS ACT IS DECLARED NULL AND VOID, NO OTHER-’',:''‘ SECTION, 

PROVISION, OR PART THEREOF SHALL BE AFFECTED AND THE SAME SHALL 

REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT. •

SEC. 13. THIS ORGANIC ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY

UPON ITS RATIFICATIGN BY A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES CAST IN a"

r~.«' t~> f~- r~i r~’

THE PROVINCES AND CITIES MENTIONED UNDER ARTII T 7

SECTION 1, PARAGRAPH B OF THIS ORGANIC ACT VOTING FAVORABLY

!A! !

APPROVED.

' /H


