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Congress of the Philippines )
First Regular Session )

SENATE
S. NO. 182
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Introduced by Senators Pimentel, Jr. and Shahani, and
the Committee on Local Government, per Committee
Report No. 114
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AN ACT
ORGANIZING THE REGIONAL CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION, DESCRIBING
ITS POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES, PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR,

- AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

SECTION 1. Title of the Act. - This Act shall be

known as the Regional Consultative Commission Act of 1888.

SEC. 2. Purpose of the Commisgion. - It is
the purpose of the Regional Consultative Commission to
assist in the enactment by Condress of the Organic Act
for the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao.

SEC. 3. Composition of the Commission. - To carry
out the above purpose, and considering ethno-linguistiec,
geographical, sectoral, edueational and oultural facters,
there is  hereby oreated the Regional Consultative
Commission, hereinafter referred to as the "“Commission,"
which shall be composed of not more than fifty-five (55)
rembers, twenty-seven (27) of whom shall be appointed by
the President-of the Philippines from a 1list of nominees
proposed by the different multisectoral bodies coming from
the provinces of Basilan, Suly, Tawi-Tawi, Zamboanga del
Sur, Zamboanga del Norte, North Cotabato, Maguindenso,
Suitan Kudarat, Lanzo del Norte, Lanaso del Sur, Davao
del Sur, South Cotgbato. and Palnﬁan. as well as the
chartered city of iapboanZa and the compénent cities
therein:' Provided, That each of the twenty-seven (27)
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legislative districets in the abovementioned provinces and
city shall have one (1) representative: Provided, further,
That the enumeration of the aforementioned province§ and
eity shall not mean that all or any of them constitute
Muslim Mindanao as the term appears in Sections 15 and

18 of Article X of the Constitntion: Provided,

furthermore, That the President may, at her own

»discretion, appoint not more than twenty-eight (28) other

sectoral representatives to the Commission from the

proposed area of autonomy: Pravided, fipnally, That all

.nominees to the Regional Consultative Commission shall

be subject to confirmation by the Commission- on
Appointments.

SEC. 4. Qualifiocations. - No person shall be
appointed member of the CoMmission unless he is a
natural-born Icitizen '~ _of the Philippines, at least
eighteen (18) years of age at the time of his
appointment, a resident of the region for'at least
five (8) years immediately preoceding the appointment, a
qﬁalified voter or ome vwh6' would gqualify ah.sueh, and
of recognized probity, integrity, indepsndence and
nationalism.

SEC. 5. Disqualifications.~ The following are dis-
qualified from being nehbers of the Commission:

a) Persons wﬁc are not qualified for
appointment to a government office under Sections

8 and 7, Heading B, of Article IX of the

Constitution, and other existing laws;

b) Persons convicted of 2 corime involving
noral turpitude.

SEC. 6. Oath or Affirmation. - Members of the Com-
mission shall -qﬁalify' and assume office by taking the
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following oath oriaffirﬁétion:

i

"I {(name), having been appointed to the
position of Member of the Regional Consultative
Commission, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I
will well and faithfully discharge to the.best of
my ability the dutiés of my present positibn to
assist Congress in the enactment of an organic act
for Muslim Mindanao that is truly feflectiﬁe of
the jideals and aspirations of the people of‘Huslim
Mindanao, that I will support and defend the
Constitution of the Philippines; that I will obey
the laws and legal orders pronulgated by the duly
constituted authoritiesg and nalntaln true falth
‘and allegiance to ' the Republic af, the
Philippines; and that I impose thisl obligatiqn
upon nyself volunﬁarily. - without ”'nénta}'
reservation or purpose of evasion.” ' / H

SEC. 7. nggn;zn;lgn - (&) The Pre51dent shall

designate the person or pQrSons in charge of all arranga—
ments for the convening of the Regional Consultative Conm-
mission. 7 o |

(b) The Comm1551on shall be convened by authority

of the Pre51dent on the second Honday of March 1988, in the‘
City of Zamboanga at 10:00 o'clock in the morhing, or on
such éthér date, or in such other place as na§ be fixed by
the_Preéidentj | |

| :(cj The.berson designated by the President shail

preside at its bpehing session until a presiding officer is

elected by the Commission. The Commission shall be deemed

organized upon the election and qualification of a Thairman
and presiding officer.

(d) A najoriti of all its members shall
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constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number
may meet, adjourn from day to day, and compel the
attendance of absent members in such manner and under such
penalties as the Commission may provide.

(e) The Commission may determine the rules of its
proceedings, punish its members for disorderly behavior,
and, with the concurrence df two-thirds of all its nenbers,
expel a member. |

(f) While not attending sessions, the Commis-
sioners shall hold office iﬁ their respective districts.

The Commission Secretariat shall be based in the City of

Zamboanga, or in such other place as nay be Fixed by the

Commission.

(g€) The plenary sessions of the Commission shall
be public and duly recorded. It shall hold its sessions in
the City of Zamboanga, or in such other placs as may be
fixed by the Commission, provided that the Commission or
any of its committees may also hold sessions in the City of
Cotabato or in such other place in the Philippines that
the Commission or any of.its committees may determine.

Consultations with committees of either House of
Congress shall be held at their respective seats in Metro-
politan Manila.

(h) The buildings of the Sangduniang Pampook
and their premises in the cities of Zamboanga and Cotabato
are hereby made available for the use of the
Commission. All civilian government entities, agencies and
instrumentalities in the proposed area of autonomy shall
place at the dispospl of the Commission without cost,
refund or additiongl pay such of their personnel,
premises and furniture as can, in their judgment, be

spared without detriment to public service.

4
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SEC. 8. Filling of Vacancies. - Whenever a vacancy

occurs in the Commission, the President wmay, upon due
certification by the Chairman of the Commission, fill
the vacancy by appqintnent, with the consent of the
Commission on Appointments, after consultation with
the group or sector represented by the member whose seat

has become vacant.

SEC. 9. Parliamentary Immunities. - (a) A member

of the Commission shall, in all offenses‘punishable by not

more than six (6) years imprisonment, be privileged from

arrest while the Commission is in session.

(b A member of the Commission shall not be
questioned nor held liable in any other place for any
speech or debate in the Commission, in ani eonnittee
thereof, or in any publie hearing conduoted by the
Commission or any committee thereof whenever held.

() The penalties imposed in Articles 143, 144
and 145 of the Révised Penal Code, as amended, for
offenses defined therein shall apply to any person
committing an offense against the Commission or its

committees or subcommittees, or the members thereof.

SEC. 10. Responsibilities and Fupctions of the

-Copmission. - Pursuant to the mandate of the Constitution,

Congress shall enact an organic act for the autonomous
region in Muslim Mindanao with the assistance of the
Regional Consultativa Commigsion, and for this purpose:

(a) The Commission shall oconduet public
consultations and hearings at the district level and on
regional basis, where the views and reocommendations of
various sectors, both governmental and non-governmental,
shall be takenvand recorded.

(b) The Commission may organize any number of
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committees it may deem necessary for the purpose.

(e) The record of the deliberations during the
public hearings, including draft resoclutions submitted,
shall be open to public ingpection under such guidelines as
the Commission way deem reasongble and necessary. |

(d) Within one hundred fifty (150) days from its
convening the Commission shall submit to Congress for its
information and consideration, periodic reports aside
from its final report gelative to the proposed organic

act: Provided, however, That after such period, Congress

mey start deliberations on said proposed organic act

based on whatever sections er provisions the Regional
Consultative Commission has slready submitted. The final
draft of the report of the Commission shall be approved
by a majority or.all the members of the Commission.

SEC. 11. angxggsigngl_Ligiggn..- In order to
ensure ocoordination between Congress and the Commission,
there is hereby created a special ad hoc committee composed
of five (5) members each from the Senate and the House of
Representatives to be designated by the President of the
Senate and the Speaker bf the House of. Representatives,
respectively. The ad hog committee shall be co-chaired by
the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Local Government
and the Chairnaq of the H;use: Coﬁnittqe on Local
Government. It Qhali be the pﬁrpose and function of,#he
eonniftee to overség the work‘of the Conniss%on.

SEC. 12. Drafting and Enactment of the Oraanic
Act. - Congress sﬁall draft and enact an organic act,

taking into account the report and recommendations

subnitted by the Commission. Nothing provided in thig Aqt.

A
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however, shall be interpreted to restrict or impair the
power of Congress to accept, modify or reject any part or
all the report and recommendations of the Commission.

SEC. 13. Tenure. - The Commission shall cease to

exist sixty (60) days after the submission of its final

report as provided in Section 10 hereof.

SEC. 14. Staffing.- The Commission shall be
responsible for maintaining its own Secretariat as well
as such other staff as it may deem necessary. Except those
detailed from other government offices, the tenure of
office of the regular staff of the Secretariat shall be

coterminous with the tenure of the Commission.

Each Commissioner shall also be entitled to a
personal staff of four (4) composed of an executive
assistant, a secretsry and two technical assistants:
Provided, however, That the tenure of office of the
regular personal staff of each Conmissioner shall be
coterminous with his own tenure of office.

SEC. 15. Compensation. - Each member shall be
entitled to s per diem of five hundred pesos (P500.00)
for each day of attendance in the Commission or any of its
comnittees, or during distriet consultations, and a cost of
living allowance of five thousand pesos (P5,000.00) per
month, and actual travslling expenses not exceeding five
thousand pesos (P5,000.00) per month.

SEC. 16. PFunding. ~ The sum of twenty =iliion
pesos (P 20,000,000) is hereby appropriated out of any
funds in the National Treasury not otherwise
sppreopriated, to carry cut the purposes for whieh this

Comnission is establighed.

SEC. 17. Separability Clause. - If any part or

provision of this Act is declared invalid or

50
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unconstitutional, the other parts or provisions thereof
shall remain valid and effsctive. o .

SEC. 18. Effcetivity. - This Act shall take effect
vpon its publication ih at least two newspapers of general
circulation.

Approved,

S|



