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Panglao’'s waters safe, clean — DENR

By MINERVA BC NEWMAN

EBU CITY - The waters

of Panglao Island in Bohol

remain still safe for swim-

ming and other tourism

activities, according to the Depart-

ment of Environment and Natural

Resources-Environmental Manage-
ment Bureau (DENR-EMB).

According to the DENR-EMB

2017 Panglao Coastal Water Quality
Status Report, coliform level in Pan-
glao dropped to 284.15mpn/1000ml
during the fourth quarter of 2017
and even lower in the third quar-
ter at only 116.94mpn, way be-
low the DENR-EMB standard of
1000mpn/1000ml.

Engr. Cindylyn Pepito of EMB-7
clarified during her presentation
that “Not everything about coli-

form is negative, except for the fe-
cal coliform. We even have coliform
in our tummy which helps in diges-
tion,” said Engr. Cindylyn Pepito of
EMB-7.

The level of fecal coliform is the
important parameter to determine
the water quality of a body of water,
she explained.

The DENR-EMB 2017 report also
showed a sustained decline in the fe-

cal coliform levels: 305.70mpn/100ml
in the first quarter; 277.20mpn, see-
ond quarter; 87.31mpn, third quar-
ter; and 77.59mpn, fourth quarter.
According to EMB-7 regional
director William Cunado, the major
contributing culprits for the coast-
al water coliform is the absence of
waste water treatment facilities,
substandard septage or septic sys-
tems, and non-compliance to and

loose enforcement of sanitation and
environmental laws and guidelines.

Cunado said only 33 Panglao re-
sorts, hotels, accommodation estab-
lishments and related facilities are
with waste water dispatch permits.

We already sent notices to 90
environmental violators who will
be called to a “massive technical
conference” early next month, he
added.

Northern Samar and
1ts white sand beaches

By NESTOR L.ABREMATEA

CATARMAN, Northern Samar -
Pristine, white sand beaches in North-
ern Samar await local and foreign
tourists in search of a soothing, serene
summer getaways.

Northern Samar Governor Jose L.
Ong Jr. said with the environmental
issues hounding world-renowned Bo-
racay Island in Aklan, the white sand
beaches of Northern Samaris an alter-
native tourist destination.

Ong said the white — sand beaches
of Northern Samar can compete with
the beaches of Boracay Island.

He said he will be meeting with the
mayors of the province to ensure that

environmental laws are strictly fol-
lowed.

Ong welcomed the daily flights
from Clark in Pampanga to Catarman,
which is expected to boost tourism.

New hotels and resorts have since
opened in Northern Samar to host
tourists.

Among the famous beaches that
can be visited by foreign and local tour-
ists are those in San Antonio Island,
Biri Island, Unay beach in Laoang
Island and Canawayon beach in Lap-
inig.

Northern Samar can also be
reached by commercial flights from
Manila and by land through Matnog in
Sorsogon to Allen via ferry boats.

13 OPAPP projects set in Negros Oriental

DUMAGUETE CITY - The Office
of the Presidential Adviser for the
Peace Process (OPAPP) is set to roll
out 13 additional projects in Negros
Oriental this year.

Projects set in

OPAPP area coordinator Jennifer
April Cusalem said these projects in-
clude six farm-to-market roads (FMRs)
in Tanjay City, Amlan and Sibulan.

Cusalem added that the budget for
these FMRs have been downloaded
from the Negros Oriental provincial
government under the PAMANA liveli-
hood program.

PAMANA is the national govern-
ment’s peace and development pro-
gram to address the peace and de-
velopment needs of conflict-affected
or vulnerable communities and peace
agreement areas, Cusalem explained.

According to her there are other PA-
MANA livelihood programs that will be
implemented by the Tanjay local govern-
ment unit, including the purchase of por-
table chicken dressing machines, cattle
and goat, and construction of common
facilities such as evacuation center;, gym-
nasium, and multi-purpose building in
Barangay San Miguel.

Cusalem reported that there are
now 1,850 beneficiaries enrolled un-
der PAMANA-PhilHealth Sponsored

Program while 30 individuals were
granted scholarships under the PA-
MANA-CHED (Commission on Higher
Education) Study Grant Program.

Some £7,500,000 worth of livelihood
projects under the PAMANA-DSWD
Sustainable Livelihood Program were
awarded to 15 barangays in Negros
Oriental in 2017.

Forty more barangays will also re-
ceive aid packages this year. (Minerva
Be Newman )
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[ ReruBLic ActNo. 109731

AN ACT GRANTING THE CHIEF OF THE PHILIPPINE
NATIONAL POLICE (PNP) AND THE DIRECTOR AND
THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR ADMINISTRATION OF
THE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION AND DETECTION
GROUP (CIDG) THE AUTHORITY TO ADMINISTER
OATH AND TO-~ISSUE SUBPOENA AND SUBPOENA
DUCES TECUM, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6975, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE
KNOWN AS THE “DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT OF 1990”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. A new Section 26-A shall be inserted after
Section 26 of Republic Act No. 6975, which shall read as
follows:
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“SEC. 26-A. Subpoena Powers. — The Chief of
the Philippine National Police (PNP) and the Director
and the Deputy Director for Administration of the
Criminal Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG)
referred to as the Criminal Investigation Unit in
Section 35(b)(4) of this Act, shall have the power to
administer oath, and issue subpoena and subpoena
duces tecum in relation to its investigation:
Provided, That such powers shall be exercised solely
by the aforementioned officials and may not be
further delegated to any other person or office.

“The subpoena shall state the nature and
purpose of investigation, shall be directed to the
erson whose attendance is required, and in the case
of a subpoena duces tecum, it shall also contain a
reasonable description of the books, documents, or
things demanded which must be relevant to the
investigation.

“Failure to comply with subpoena and subpoena
duces tecum shall authorize the filing of a case for
indirect contempt under the Rules of Court with the
Regional Trial Court.”

SEC. 2. Separability Clause. — If any provision of this
Act shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
parts or provisions not otherwise affected shall remain in force.

SEC. 3. Repealing Clause. — Any law, decree, ordinance,
or administrative circular not consistent with any provision
of this Act is hereby amended, repealed or modified
accordingly.

SEC. 4. Effectivity Clause. — This Act shall take effect
fifteen (15) days after its complete publication in the Official
Gazette or in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation.
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This Act which is a consolidation of Senate Bill No. 1239
and House Bill No. 4863 was finally passed by the Senate and
the House of Representatives on December 6, 2017.
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Kerwin’s ‘aide’
slain in Ormoc

By MARTIN A. SADONGDONG

The alleged right hand man of self-confessed drug
lord Rolan “Kerwin” Espinosa was shot dead by the po-
lice in an operation in Ormoc, Leyte over the weekend.

Chief Inspector Maria Bella Rentuaya, spokes-
person of the Eastern Visayas Regional Police Of-

Bohol shuts down illegal quarry site

By DANDAN A. BANTUGAN

TAGBILARAN CITY - Bohol Gov-
ernor Edgar M. Chatto last week or-
dered the closure of an illegal quarry
site where two ill-fated workers died
following a recent landslide.

“The provincial government’s an-
swer is no,” said Chatto in his firm re-
ply to local government officials, resi-
dents of Barangay Candabong in Anda
town and national agency representa-
tives when asked for a compromise
agreement on the quarry operations.

Chatto, who rushed to Anda
Wednesday night right after receiving
reports that the bodies of Valerio Ga-

leya and Ariel Abac were already re-
trieved, met with the victims’ families
and Anda officials.

With the governor were Provincial
Disaster Risk Reduction and Manage-
ment (PDRRM) Officer Anthony R.
Damalerio and provincial police chief
Angel Genorga.

Chatto learned that many resi-
dents chose to work in the illegal quar-
ry site to earn easy money and bigger
income.

Hence, Chatto directed the Office of
the Provincial Social Welfare and De-
velopment (OPSWD) to promptly meet
with residents and help them look for
better safer sources of livelihood.

fice (PRO-8), identified the vietim as Max Miro alias
Mazx, legal age, a native of Albuera, Leyte.

Rentuaya said that police operatives were serv-
ing a warrant of arrest against Miro for murder in
his residence at around 10 p.m. Friday when he re-
sisted arrest and fired at the authorities.

Rentuaya said that the police officers returned
fire, which resulted in the death of Miro.

Last February 19, lawyer and Ronda, Cebu Vice
Mayor John Ungab was killed by two unknown as-
sailants in Cebu City. The incident happened near

Alarm sounded on teen pregnancies

ILOILO CITY - To curb the rising
cases of teenage pregnancy, the Unit-
ed Nations Population Fund (UNPFA)
wants the Filipino youth to have great-
er access to the government’s family
planning program.

Klaus Beck, UNPFAs Philippine
representative, said there is a need

Parenthood and Reproductive Health
Act of 2012.

During the recent “Babaenihan”
talk at the University of the Philippines
in Iloilo City, Beck pointed out that the
Filipino youth is left out since the law
specifically requires parental consent
for those who are below 18-years old.
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Begun and held in Metro Manila, on Monday, the twenty-fourth
day of July, two thousand seventeen.

[ REPUBLIC ACT No.10979 ]

AN ACT ESTABLISHING A NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
IN BARANGAY PASONG TAMO, QUEZON CITY,
METRO MANILA TO BE KNOWN AS EMILIO
JACINTO NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL AND
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. There is hereby established, under the
supervision of the Department of Education, a national high
school in Barangay Pasong Tamo, Quezon City, Metro
Manila to be known as Emilio Jacinto National High School.

SEC. 2. The Secretary of Education’ shall immediately
include in the Department’s program the operationalization
of the Emilio Jacinto National High School, the funding
of which shall be included in the annual General
Appropriations Act.
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SEC. 3. The Secretary of Education shall issue
rules and regulations necessary to carry out the purpose
of this Act.

SEC. 4. This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) c.iays
after its publication in the Official Gazette or in a

newspaper of general circulation.

“KOKO” PIN[EN'I'EL I PANTALEON D.
Speaker of the
of Represeniffives

Approved,
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President of the Senate

This Act which originated in the House of Representatives
was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate
on December 13, 2016 and December 11, 2017, respectively.

~~ LUTGARDO B. BARBO

Secretary of the Senate

Approved: MAR 0 6 2018

ROA DUTERTE

ROD
President of the Philippines
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Begun and held in Metro Manila, on Monday, the twenty-fourth
day of July, two thousand seventeen.

[ REPUBLIC AcT N0.10976

AN ACT ESTABLISHING A NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
IN BARANGAY PASO DE BLAS, VALENZUELA CITY
TO BE KNOWN AS PASO DE BLAS NATIONAL
HIGH SCHOOL AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS
THEREFOR

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. There is hereby established, under the
supervision of the Department of Education, a national high
school in Barangay Paso De Blas, Valenzuela City to be known
as Paso De Blas National High School.

SEC. 2. The Secretary of Education shall immediately
include in the Department’s program the operationalization
of the Paso De Blas National High School, the funding of which
shall be included in the annual General Appropriations Act.
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SEC. 3. The Secretary of Education shall formulate the
rules and regulations implementing the provisions of this Act
within one hundred twenty (120) days after its effectivity.

SEC. 4. This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after
its publication in the Official Gazette or in a newspaper of
general circulation.

Approved,
Aﬁq “KOKs'PWIEI:I%L Il PANTALEON D. AL AR
President of the Senate Speaker of the
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This Act which originated in the House of Representatives
was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate
on August 9, 2017 and December 11, 2017, respective
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Approved: MAR 0 6 2018

ROD ROA DUTERTE
President of the Philippines
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