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Republic of the Philippines
@ongress of the Jhilippines
Sletro Manila
Sixteenth Congress
@hicd Regular Session
lm

Begun and held in Metro Manila, on Monday, the twenty-seventh
day of July, two thousand fifteen.

[ REPUBLIC ACT No. 10844

AN ACT CREATING THE DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION
AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY, DEFINING
ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, APPROPRIATING
FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Philiy in Congress

SECTION 1. Short Title. — This Act shall be Imown as
the "D £ Infc ion and Cq
Actofzbls"

SE Declaration of Policy. — It is hereby declared the
policy of the State:
(a) To recognize the vital role of information and
scation lnaal p ¥
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@) To ensure the provision of a strategic, reliable,
cost-efficient and citizenscentric information and
communications technology (ICT) infrastructure, systems
and resources as instruments of good governance and glabal
competitiveness;

(e) Toensure universal access to quality, affordable, reliable
and secure ICT services;
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(h) Assist and provide technical expertise to government
ies in the devel t of guidelines in the enft and

administration of laws, standards, rules, and regulations

governing ICT;

(i) Assess, review and support ICT research and
development programs of the government in coordination with
the Dep. f Sci and Technology (DOST) and other
uulntutwnseonoemed

() Prescribe the personnel qualifications and other
qualification standards essential to the effective development and
operation of government ICT infrastructures and systems;

(k) Develop programs that would enhance the career
advancement opportunities of ICT workers in government;

(] the of vital infc i ial
to disaster risk reduction through the use of ICT;

Assisti

(m) Represent and negotiate for Philippine interest on
matters pertaining to ICT in international bodies, in coordination
with the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and other
institutions concerned;

IV. Consumer Protection and Industry Development

(n) Ensure and protect the rights and welfare of consumers
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directly involved in ICT, as well as representatives of other NGAs,
LGUs and GOCCs, may be appointed to these working groups.
Government IT professionals may also be tapped to partake in
the work of the Department through these working groups.
SEC. 15. Transfer of Agencies and Personnel. —

(a) The following agencies are hereby abolished, and their
powers and functions, applicable funds and appropriations,
records, equipment, property, and personnel transferred to the
Department:

(1) Informati
(acTo);

(2) National Computer Center (NCC);
(3) National Computer Institute (NCI);
(4) Telecommunications Office (TELOF);

and Communications Technology Office

National Tel AT Training Institut
(NTTI); and

) All operatmg units of the Department of Transportation
and Com ions (DOTC) with fi ions and r ibilitie:

dealing with communications.

All offices, services, divisions, units and personnel not

and business users to privacy, security and fidentiality in
lating to ICT, in dination with concerned,
the private sector and relevant international bodies;

(o) Support the promotion of trade and investment
opportunities in the ICT and ICT-ES sectors, in coordination with
the D f Trade and I. y (DTI) and other relevant
g ies and the private sector;

(d) To te the d 1. P! d use of
emerging ICT and foster and accelerate thn convergence of ICT
and ICT-enabled facilities;

(€) To ensure the availability and accessibility of ICT
services in areas not adequately served by the private sector;

@ To foster an ICT sector policy environment that will
promote a broad market-led development of the ICT and
ICT-enabled services (ICT-ES) sectors, a level playing field,

(p) Establish guidelines for public-private partnerships
in the implementation of ICT projects for government agencies;
and

(@ Promote strateglc parf.nershxps and alliances between
andamonglocalnn 1ICT, and devel,
ional and training i 18, to speed up industry growth

partnership between the public and private sectors,
alliance with foreign investors and balanced investments between
high-growth and economically-depressed areas;

(&) To promote and assist the development of local ICT
content, applications and services which may include support for
ICT-based start-up enterprises through strategic partnerships;

(h) Topromote the use of ICT for the enhancement of key
public services, such as education, public health and safety,

N i an i ic purposes;

i) Toencourage the use of ICT for the development and
promotion of the country's arts and culture, tourism and national
identity;

@ To promote digital literacy, ICT expertise, and
knowledge-building among citizens to enable them to participate
and compete in an evolving ICT age;

a

(k) Toempower, through the use of ICT, the disadvantaged
segments of the popu.lanon. including the elderly, persons with

and an groups;

(i) To ensure the nghts of individuals to privacy and

iality of their 5

(m) To ensure the security of critical ICT infrastructures
assets of the g \

businesses; and

() To provide oversight over agencies governing and
regulating the ICT sector and ensure consumer protection and
welfare, data privacy and security, foster competition and the
growth of the ICT sector.

SEC. 8. Definition of Terms. — As used in this Act, the
following terms are defined as follows:

(@) Information and Commaunications Technology ox ICT
shall mean the totality of electronic means to access, create,
store, process, receive, transmit, present and disseminate
information;

() Convergence shall mean the interface between and
among various telephony, radio, video, broadcasting and
multimedia infrastructure, devices and services, enabling users
or subscrib thereof to te with one another;

(© Electronic Government or E-Government shall mean
the use of ICT by the government and the public to enhance the
access to and delivery of government services to bring about
efficient, responsive, ethical, accountable and transparent
government service;

(d) ICT Sector shall mean those engaged in providing goods
and services primarily intended to EuLﬁll or enable the function of

pri and by ic means.
’I‘he ICT sector includ 1 icati and b d
information operators, ICT equipment manufacturers,
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and enhance competitiveness of Philippine workers, firms, and
small and medium enterprises in the global markets for ICT and
ICT-ES.

SEC. 7. Composition. — The Department shall be headed
by a Secretary. The Department proper shall be composed of
the Office of the Secretary, the Offices of the Undersecretaries
and the assistant secretaries.

SEC. 8. Secretary of Information and Communications
Technology. — The Secretary shall be appointed by the President,
subject to confirmation by the Commission on Appointments. The
Secretary shall have the following functions:

(a) Provide executive direction and supervision over the
entire operations of the Dep it and its attached

(b) Establish policies and standards for the effective,
efficient and economical operation of the Department, in
accordance with the programs of government;

) Review and approve requests for financial and
manpower resources of all operating offices of the
Department:

(d) Designate and appamt nfﬁcers and employees of the
Department, excluding the etaries,
and regional and assistant regional directors, in accordance with
the civil service laws, rules and regulations;

(e) Exercise dmcnplmaxy powers over officers and employees
of t.he De; with law, including their
ofa i or officer to

and the
conduct such investigation;

() Coordinate vnth LGUs‘ other agencies and pub].lc and
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h rise covered by this Act for transfer to the Department shall
be retained under the DOTC, which is hereby renamed the
Department of Transportation.

(b) The following agencies are hereby attached to the
Department for policy and program mordmatmn, and shall
continue to operate and functionin with the chart:
laws or orders ereating them, insofar as they are notinconsistent
with this Act:
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(1) National Telecommunications Commission;

(2) National Privacy Commission; and

(3) Cybercrime In
(CICC).

@) All powers and functions related to cybersecurity
including, but not limited to, the formulation of the National
Cybersecurity Plan, establishment of the National Computer
Emergency Response Team (CERT), and the facilitation of
international cooperation on intelligence regarding cybersecurity
matters are transferred to the Department; and

(1) The CICC shall be chaired by the DICT Secretary.

and Coordi Center

(¢) The laws and rules on government reorganization as
provided for in Republic Act No. 6656, otherwise known as the
Reorganization Law, shall govern the reorganization process of
the Department.

SEC. 16. Separation and Retirement from Service. —
Employees who are separated from service within six (6) months
from the eﬁ‘ecthr.y of this Act as a result of the consolidation
and/or ion under the pi f this Act shall receive
separation benefits to which they may be entitled under Executive
Order No. 366, s. 2004: Provided, That those who are qualified
to retire under existing retirement laws shall be allowed to retire
and xeoewe retirement benefits to which they may be entitled
under laws and i

SEQ. 17. Structure and Staffing Pattern. — Subject to the
approval of the DBM, the Department shall determine its
organizational structure and create new divisions or units as it
may deem necessary, and shall appoint officers and employees of
the Department in accordance with the civil service law, rules,
and regulations.

SEC. 18. Magna Carta. — Qualified employees of the
Department and its attached agencies shall be covered by Republic
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Act No. 8439, whlch provides a magna carta for scientists,

and other science and technology personnel

private i groups, nongo
8
(NGOs) and people izations (POs) on D polici
and initiatives; in the government.

(g) Prepare and submit to the President through the
Department of Budget and Management (DBM) an estimate of
the necessary expenditures of the Department during the next
fiscal year, on the basis of the reports and estimates submitted
by bureaus and offices under him/her;

(h) Serve as a member of the G it

SEC. 19. Transztwn Period. — The transfer of functions,
assets, funds, p properties, ions, and personnel
of the affected agencies, and the formulation of the internal organic
structure, staffing pattern, operating system, and revised budget
of the Department, shall be completed within six (6) months from
the effectivity of this Act, during which time, the existing personnel

Policy Board (GPPB) as established by Republic Act No. 9184;
(i) Advise the President on the promul of

shall to assume their posts in holdover capacities until
new appomtme nts are issued: Provided, That after the abolition
of the as ified in Section 15(a) of this Act, the

multimedia sontent develcpers and p ; 16T

soﬁwnrc dsvelopers lnd ICI‘ ES provnders.

(¢) ICT-Enabled Services or ICT-ES Sector shall mean
those engsged in pmvxdmg services that require the intrinsic use
of ICTs 1 or arct 1 dengn.
service providers, offshoring and outsourcxng service providers
such as call centers, back of
medical or legal ion, game d. and
other services that require the intrinsic use of a networked
information infrastructure; and

(® Chief Information Officer or CIO shall mean a senior
officer in all 1 g (NGAs), includi
constitutional offices, stau: universities and colleges (SUCs),

d

g nt-owned and - tions (GOCCs), and
g fi ial i GFls) ible for the
devel and of the agency's ICT systems and

applications.
SEC. 4. Creation of the Department of Information and
Communications Technology (DICT). —There is hereby created
the Department of I and C T gy
hereinafter referred to as the Depanmem
SEC. 6. Mandi: — The D
policy, pl dinating, impl
entity of the E ive B h of the g that will plan,
develop, and promote the national ICT development agenda.

shall be the primary
and ad

and admini ive orders and formulation of ngulatory and
legislative proposals on matters pertaining to ICT development;

@) Formulats h rules and lati and such
other powers as may be required to i the objectives of
this Act; and

(k) Perform such other tasks as may be provided by law or
assigned by the President,

SEC. 9. Unde ies. — The v shall be assisted
by three (3) undersecretanes who shall be sppomted by the
President upon the dation of the S y: Provided,
That two (2) of the undersecretaries shall be career aﬁﬁcers

SEC. 10. Assistant — The S vy shall be
assisted by four (4) assistant secretanes who shall be appomted
by the President upon the r dation of the S: y:

Provided, That two (2) of the assistant secretaries shall be career
officers: Provided, further, That at least one (1) of the assistant
secretaries shall be a licensed Professional Electronics Engineer
(PECE), or any suitably qualified person in accordance with Civil
Service Commission (CSC) rules and regulations.

SEC. 11. Qualifications. — No person shall be appointed
Secretary, Undersecretary, or Assistant Secretary of the
Department unless he or she is a citizen and resident of the

SEC. 6. Powers and Fi — The D t shall
exercise the following powers and functions: 9
1. Policyand Planning Philippines, of good moral character, of proven integrity and with
(@) F A3 poliiney | ok least seven (7) years of competence and expertise in any of the
> and guidelines that will p th followmg miormatmn and comm umcﬁnona technology,
and use of ICT with due id: ion to the ad it of service ion security
g and i nt, cybersecurity, data privacy, e-Commerce, or human
5 capital development in the ICT sector.

() Formulate policies and initiatives, in coordination with
the Department of Education (DepED), the Commission on Higher
Education (CHED), and the Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority ('FESDA)‘ to develop and promote ICT in

with the goals and objectives, and

SEC. 12. Regional Offices. — The Department may
establish, operate, and maintain a regional office in the different
administrative regions of the country as the need arises. Each
regional office shall be headed by a Regional Director, who may

Department, in coordination with the DBM, shall determine and
create new positions, the funding requirements of which shall
not exceed the equivalent cost of positions abolished.

SEC. 20. Appropriation. — The amount needed for the
initial implementation of this Act shall be taken from the current
fiscal year's appropriation of the ICTO and all agencies herein
absorbed by or attached to the Department. Thereafter, the amount
needed for the operation and maintenance of the Department shall
be included in the General Appropriations Act.

SEC. 21. Implementing Rules and Regulations. — The
ICTO, the DBM, the CSC, and other government agencies
concerned shall issue within sixty (60) days from the effectivity of
this Act, the necessary rules and regulations for the effective
implementation of this Act.

SEC. 22. Separability Clause. — If any provision of this
Act shall be declared unconstitutional or invalid, the other
provisions not otherwise affected shall remain in full force and
effect,

SEC. 23. Repealing Clause. — All laws, decrees, executive
orders, rules and regulations and other issuances or parts thereof
which are inconsistent with this Act are hereby repealed,
amended or modified accordingly.
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SEC. 24. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect fifteen (15)
days after its publication in at least two (2) newspapers of general
circulation.
Approved,

—

FELICIANO BELMONTE
Spen:er of the Ho:ue

IN'M. DRILON
Prgsident of the Senate




responsive to the human resource needs ot the 1U 1" and 1G 1= 155

be i by one (1) Assi R 1 Director. The Regional
Director and Assistant Regional Director shall be appointed by

_The regional offices shall have, within their
ive regions, the following functions:

() Provide ani ted fra; in order to the Presid
icr and ks for the i i 5 =
and prioritization of all E-Gover: and licati

as provided for in the E-Government Masterplan and the
Philippine Development Plan (PDP);

II. Improved Public Access

@ P be rules and il for the
operation and i of ICT infi in unserved
and underserved areas, in consultation with the local government
wunits (LGUs), civil society organizations (CSOs), private sector,
and the academe;

(e) Establish a free internet service that can be accessed
in guvemment oﬂices nnd pub].m a.ress usmg the most cost-effective
ip with private

h p:
service providers as may be necessary;
III. Resource-Sharing and Capacity-Building
and di all i 11CT plans and
initiatives to ensure knowledge, information and resource-sharing,
dutaba!&bullehng and agency networking L\nkue. ‘among

gover with E-
in particular, and national objectives in general;
(® Ensure the devel and of

government ICT infrastructures and designs, taking into
consideration the inventory of existing manpower, plans,
programs, software, hardware, and installed systems;

(@) Implement laws, policies, plans, programs, projects;
rules and regulations of the Department;

(b) Provide efficient and effective service to the people;

(© Coordinate with regional offices of other departments,
offices, and agencies:

(@ Coordinate with the LGUs; and

(e) Perform such other functions as may be provided by
law or assigned by the Secretary.

SEC. 13. Chief Information Officer (CIO) Council. — The
Department shall facilitate the creation of the CIO Council, which
shall consist of C10s, with the Secretary serving as the Chairman,
to assist the Department in the implementation of government
ICT initiatives.

SEC. 14. Sectoral and Industry Task Forces. — The
Department may create sectoral and industry task forces, technical
‘working groups, advisory bodies or for the furtk
of its objectives. Additional private sector representatives, such
as from the academe, CSOs, and federation of private industries

) neprescraives

U’l'his Act was passed by the House of Representatives as
House Bill No. 6198 on October 9, 2015 and adopted by the Senate
as an amendment to Senate Bill No. 2686 on December 15, 2015.

MARILYN E BARYA-YAP

Secrerary General
House of Representatives

2 3201

Secretary of th¢ Senate

Approved: 'MAY
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BENIGND S. AQ

Ol
President of the Philippines
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