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Millions of refugees face
homelessness - UN

ENEVA (AFP) - Mil-

lions of refugees

worldwide risk living

on the street due to
a lack of funds for shelters,
the United Nations warned
Wednesday, urging the private
sector to help amid surging
displacement.

Launching a global cam-
paign called “Nobody Left Out-
side”, the UN refugee agency
said it still needed half a billion
dollars (441 million euros) to
provide adequate shelter.

“Without a major increase in
funding and global support, mil-
lions of people fleeing war and
persecution face homelessness
or inadequate housing in coun-
tries such as Lebanon, Mexico
and Tanzania,” UNHCR said in
a statement.

“Without a safe place to eat,
sleep, study, store belongings
and have privacy, the conse-
guences to their health and
welfare can be profound,” it
warned.

Conflicts, including the five-
year war in Syria, have fuelled
a global crisis with some 60 mil-
lion people displaced from their
homes worldwide.

Nearly 20 million of them have
beenforced toflee across interna-
tional borders as refugees.

The UNHCR campaignaims
to raise funds from the private
sector to build or improve shel-
ters for around two million
refugees by 2018.

The agency each year pur-
chases 70,000 tents and more
than two million tarpaulins, and
outside of camps helps refugees
find housing and pay rent.

These operations are ex-
pected to cost $728 million this
year alone, but UNHCR said so
far only $158 million was avail-
able for use.

“’Shelter is the foundation
stone for refugees to survive
and recover, and should be con-
sidered a non-negotiable human
right,” UN refugee chief Filippo
Grandi said in the statement.

“’As we tackle worldwide
displacement on a level not
seen since World War II, no
refugee should be left outside,”
he insisted.

And at a time when anti-ref-
ugee sentiments have flared in
many overburdened host com-
munities, Grandi said ensur-
ing that refugees are properly
housed is a good way to ease
tensions.

“Proper shelter for everyone
is central to social cohesion,” he
said, stressing that “goodhomes
make good neighbors.”

Australian minister
under fire for ‘illiterate’
refugees comment

SYDNEY (AFP) - Australia’s
immigration minister was ac-
cused of xenophobia Wednesday
after he said increasing the na-
tion’s refugee intake would lead
to “illiterate and innumerate”
people claiming welfare or tak-
ing local jobs.

Peter Dutton was respond-
ing to proposals by the Labor
opposition to boost Austra-
lia’s annual refugee intake
from 13,750 to 27,000 while
the Greens want it raised to
50,000 as they outline policies
ahead of national elections on
July 2.

“For many people they won't
be numerate or literate in their
own language let alone English
and this is a difficulty,” Dutton
told Sky News late Tuesday.

“Now, these people would be
taking Australian jobs, there’s
no question about that.

“And for many of them they
would be unemployed, they

would languish in unemploy-
ment queues and on Medicare
and the rest of it. So there would
be a huge cost and there’s no
sense in sugarcoating that.”

Labor frontbencher Chris
Bowen, a former immigration
minister; said the country had
benefited hugely from the con-
tribution of refugees over the
years and criticized Dutton’s
comments.

“There are hundreds of
thousands of refugees in Austra-
lia who've worked hard, who've
educated themselves and their
children and they will be shak-
ing their heads at their minister
today, in disgust frankly,” he told
reporters.

“If Peter Dutton owes any-
body an apology it’s not the
Labor Party, it's them.”

Greens immigration spokes-
woman Sarah Hanson-Young
went further, accusing Dutton
of xenophobia.

Trump willing to meet
with North Korea’s Kim

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Re-
publican presidential candidate
Donald Trump said on Tuesday
he is willing to talk to North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un to
try to stop Pyongyang’s nuclear
program, proposing a major
shift in U.S. policy toward the
isolated nation.

In a wide-ranging inter-
view with Reuters, Trump also
called for a renegotiation of the
Paris climate accord, said he
disapproved of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s actions
in eastern Ukraine, and said he
would seek to dismantle most
of the U.S. Dodd-Frank finan-
cial regulations if he is elected
president.

The presumptive Republi-

can nominee declined to share
details of his plans to deal with
North Korea, but said he was
open to talking to its leader.

“I would speak to him, I
would have no problem speak-
ing to him,” he said.

Asked whether he would
try to talk some sense into the
North Korean leader, Trump
replied, “Absolutely.”

North Korea’s mission to
the United Nations did not
immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment on Trump’s
remarks.

Trump, 69, also said he
would press China, Pyong-
yang’s only major diplomatic
and economic supporter, to help
find a solution.

Ecuador struck by 6.7
magnitude quake

QUITO (AFP/PNA/Xinhua) -
A strong earthquake measuring
6.7 on the Moment magnitude
scale struck Ecuador early
Wednesday, one month after
a devastating 7.8 magnitude
quake that killed 660 people,
USGS said.

Ecuador’s national geologi-
cal institute, which measured
the quake at 6.8, said it struck

at 9:87 am lanal Hmaa (TRT AT

western Manabi region.

A 5.0-magnitude earthquake
hit a county in southwest Chi-
na’s Yunnan Province in the
early hours of Wednesday, with
no casualties reported so far.

The quake struck Yunlong
County, Bai Autonomous Pre-
fecture of Dali, at 12:48 a.m.,
causing cracks to appear in
building walls, according to the
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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND
PROMOTION OF FARM TOURISM IN THE
PHILIPPINES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Short Title. — This Act shall be known as the
“Farm Tourism Development Act of 2016”.

SEc. 2. Declaration of Policy. — The State recognizes the
importance of agriculture in making available food and other
products necessary to sustain and enhance human life, and in
providing livelihood to a major portion of the population.

The State further recognizes that tourism, coupled with
agriculture extension services, can disseminate the value of
agriculture in the economic and cultural development of the
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country, serve as a catalyst for the development of agriculture
and fishery communities, and provide additional income for
farmers, farmworkers, and fisherfolk.

The State shall also seek to promote environment-friendly,
efficient and sustainable farm practices; provide alternative
recreation facilities and farm tourism activities for families,
students and other clientele; and promote health and wellness
with high-quality farm-produced food.

To maximize the benefits that can be derived from
agriculture and tourism combined, it is therefore the declared
policy of the State to provide the policy and enabling environment
for the encouragement, development and promotion of farm
tourism in the country.

SEC. 3. Definition of Terms. — As used in this Act, the
following terms shall mean as follows:

(a) Farm tourism — the practice of attracting visitors and
tourists to farm areas for production, educational and recreational
pwrposes. Itinvolves any agricultural - or fishery - based operation
or activity that brings to a farm visitors, tourists, farmers and
fisherfolk who want to be educated and trained on farming and
its related activities, and provides a venue for outdoor recreation
and accessible family outings;

(b) Farm tourism activity — any activity carried out on a
farm that allows visitors and tourists to enjoy farming or fishing
experience through education, recreation or leisure;

(c) Farm tourism camp — any farm area that allows visitors
and tourists to visit, get involved in farm activities, and to enjoy
and learn rural lifestyle;

(d) Farm tourism operator — any person, company or
recognized group, who is the owner or overall in charge of a farm
tourism camp;

(e) Farm tourism practitioner —any person who is engaged
in providing one or more farm tourism activities; and

(f) Accreditation — a certification officially recognizing a
farm tourism camp as having complied with the minimum
standards for farm tourism.
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Sec. 4. Farm Tourism Strategic Action Plan. — There is

hereby mandated the formulation and implementation of the Farm
Tourism Strategic Action Plan, herein referred to as the Plan,
which shall be the comprehensive set of programs, projects and
activities for the growth of farm tourism in the country. The
Plan shall be integrated and be made consistent with the National
Tourism Development Plan.

The Plan shall cover, among others, the following areas of
eoncern: investment promotion and financing; market research,
trends, innovations, and information; accreditation of farm
tourism camps; market promotion and development; agriculture
and fishery research, development and extension; institutional
and human resource devéelopment; and infrastructure support. [t
shall likewise define the roles and responsibilities of national
government agencies, local government units (LGUs), farm
tourism operators, tour operators, educational institutions, and
other industry stakeholders in the implementation of the Plan.

SEc. 5. Creation of the Farm Tourism Development Board.
— To ensure the attainment of the objectives of this Act, there is
hereby created the Farm Tourism Development Board, herein
referred to as the Board, which shall be attached to the
Department of Tourism (DOT). The Board shall formulate plans
and programs for the development and promotion of farm tourism
in the country and shall set the overall direction for the
implementation of the Plan.

The Board shall have the following powers and functions:

(a) Formulate, advocate, coordinate, oversee and assess
the implementation of the Farm Tourism Strategic Action Plan;

(b) Increase awareness on the value of farm tourism through
advocacy campaigns and marketing activities;

(¢) Recommend infrastructure projects and transportation
programs for funding by the DOT, the Department of Agriculture
(DA), the Tourism Infrastructure and Enterprise Zone Authority
(T1IEZA), the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH),
the Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC),
and other concerned government agencies;

o

(d) Formulate and oversee the conduct of farm tourism
research and development projects to ensure sustainability of the
country’s farm tourism program, such as on market research,
trends and innovations, and information dissemination; financing
requirements; industry manpower development; resource
productivity and utilization improvement; and sustainable
agriculture practices and education;

(e) Create technical panels, working groups, or task forces
that will assist the Board in the performance of its functions:

(f) Establish cooperation among, and/or request the
assistance of, departments, bureaus, offices, agencies or
instrumentalities of the government, farm tourism stakeholders,
financial and educational institutions, nongovernment
organizations, people's organizations and other like-minded
institutions and individuals in the implementation of its functions
and the attainment of the objectives of this Act; and

(g) Perform such other powers and functions which shall
advance the development and promotion of farm tourism camps
and activities.

SEC. 6. Composition. — The Farm Tourism Development
Board shall be composed of the following:

(a) Secretary of the DOT as Chairperson;
(b) Secretary of the DA as Vice-Chairperson;

o (c) Secretary of the Department of Trade and Industry
bH

(d) The president of an educational institution providing
farm tourism programs, to be identified by the DOT and the DA;

(e) The president of a national farm tourism organization;

(f)_ The president of a national inbound tour operators
association; and

(g) The president of a national federation of farmers
cooperatives.
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The DOT Secretary may designate the Undersecretary for

Tourism Development as his/her alternate, and the DA and the

DTI Secretaries may designate their respective alternates who

shall be at least Bureau Director in rank, and their acts shall be
considered the acts of their principals.

SEC. 7. Board Secretariat. — There shall be a Board
Secretariat to be composed of the DOT Office of Tourism
Development Planning, Research and Information Management,
and othex technical personnel of the DOT, the DA and the DT as
assigned by their respective Secretaries. The Director of the Office
of Tourism Development Planning, Research and Information
Management shall head the Board Secretariat.

SEC. 8. Investment Promotion, Financing and Incentives.
— The DOT, the DA and the DTI shall develop programs linking
stakeholders in the farm tourism industry, government financial
institutions (GFIs), government-owned or -controlled corporations
(GOCCs), private banks, financial cooperatives and other lending
institutions to increase access to credit for farm tourism. The
Land Bank of the Philippines, the Development Bank of the
Philippines, the Small Business Corporation, and other
government corporations and instrumentalities providing
financing programs shall create lending windows to cater to the
development of farm tourism camps and activities.

The TIEZA and the Board of Investments, and other
investment promotion agencies, shall develop and implement
programs that shall establish reasonable and innovative
investment incentives to attract more investors and farm tourism
practitioners in the farm tourism industry.

. Farm tourism operators and practitioners may avail of
incentives under existing laws.

SEC. 9. Market Research and Information.— The DOT Office
of Tourism Development Planning, Research and Information
Managen:ent. and the Agricultural Training Institute (ATI) of

AL TA
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The DOT and the DA shall collaborate and maintain a
comprehensive farm tourism information system to assist the
government in formulating plans and programs on farm tourism
development and to enable industry stakeholders respond to the
needs of the market. The information system shall contain
information and statistics on farm tourism campe and activities,
market researches, accessibility and available modes of
transportation, publications and research materials, and other
information as identified by the Board.

SEC. 10. Accreditation of Farm Tourism Camps. — The
DOT and the DA shall jointly promulgate and enforce the
standards and guidelines on the accreditation of farm tourism
camps.

Accreditation shall be on a voluntary basis and shall be
valid for two (2) years.

Accreditation may be suspended or revoked for any violation
of the standards.

SEC. 11. Market Promotion and Development. - The DOT
and the Tourism Promotions Board, the DA, the DTT and LGUs
shall include farm tourism in their marketing and promotions
programs, and support operators of accredited farm tourism camps
and their associations in conducting and joining local and
international conferences; congresses, trade fairs, and exhibits.

Inbound tour operators shall include accredited farm
tourism camps as part of their suggested itineraries.

The ATI and the Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority (TESDA) shall showcase farm tourism
camps and activities as a way of promoting sustainable
agriculture. The ATI shall encourage farm tourism camps to
become learning sites and accredited extension service providers,
and the TESDA shall accredit farm touriesm camps as technical
vocational institutions for agriculture and tourism courses.

The DTI Bureau of Small and Medium Enterprise
Development and the Bureau of Domestic Trade Promotion and
the DA - Agribusiness and Marketing Assistance Service shall

assist farm tourism operators and practitioners in the marketing
and distribution of their products, and link them with consumers’
cooperatives and organizations, and retailers.

The DOT, the DA, and the Philippine Information Agency
(P1A) shall launch and pursue a nationwide campaign to promote
farm tourism and aceredited farm tourism camps, and promote
the principle of sustainable development. For this purpose, the
DOT and the DA shall encourage the establishment of at least
one (1) farm tourism camp in every province in the country.

SEC. 12. Agriculture and Fishery Research, Development
and Extension. — The Philippine Council for Agriculture, Aquatic
and Natural Resources Research and Development and the Bureau
of Agricultural Research shall include the technology needs of
farm tourism camps in the research and development programs
in agriculture, aquatic and natural resources and shall
disseminate such results to the DOT, the DA, the DTI, other
concerned government agencies, farm tourism operators and
practitioners, state universities and colleges (SUCs) and private
educational institutions offering educational programs on farm
tourism development, and organizations engaged in farm tourism.

The ATI, together with the Cooperative Development
Authority (CDA), SUCs, educational and research institutions,
and other relevant government agencies shall develop and
implement programs for the adoption of technologies appropriate
for farm tourism, provide adequate training and agricultural
extension services for farm tourism practitioners and operators,
and strengthen farm tourism cooperatives and organizations,

SEC. 13. Institutional and Human Resource Development.
- The DOT, the DA, the DTI, the Department of Science and
Technology (DOST), the Commission on Higher Education
(CHED), the TESDA, SUCs, private educational and research
institutions, and other private sector groups shall establish and
implement an institutional and human resource development
program for farm tourism development, which shall include, but
not be limited to:

(a) Capacity building for farm tourism operators to enable
them to comply with the DOT, the ATI and the TESDA
8
accreditations standards as primary or secondary tourism
enterprises, as extension service providers, and as technical
vocational institutions, respectively;

(b) Technical-vocational education and training for farm
tourism industry practitioners, including farm tourism camp
workers, to actively contribute to productivity, the practice of
good agricultural, animal husbandry and manufacturing
practices, compliance to food safety, health, hygiene and sanitation
standards, and adherence to hospitality management practices;

(¢) Formulation and implementation of competency
standards and training regulations for technical-vocational
education and training for the farm tourism industry; and

(d) Capability building for LGUs in the promotion,
development and sustainability of farm tourism camps and
activities.

SEC. 14, Infrastructure Support.—The DPWH, the DOTC,
the DA, and other infrastructure agencies shall include in their
annual development plans and priority investment programs
infrastructure projects and transportation programs to expand
access to farm tourism camps. The DOT and the DA shall
coordinate with these agencies the infrastructure requirements
of established and potential farm tourism camps.

Sec. 15. Implementing Rules and Regulations. - The
Board, in consultation with concerned government agencies, LGUs
and their leagues, and farm tourism industry stakeholders, shall
issue the implementing rules and regulations within ninety (90)
days starting from the effectivity of this Act.

SEC. 16. Repealing Clause. — All laws, decrees, executive
orders, rules and regulations and other issuances or parts thereof,
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, are hereby repealed
or modified accordingly.

SEC. 17. Separability Clause. — If any partor provision of
this Act is declared unconstitutional or invalid, other parts or
9

provisions herein which are not affected thereby shall continue to
be in full force and effect.

SEC. 18. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect fifteen
(15) days after its publicationin the Official Gazette or in a national
newspaper of general circulation:

Approved,
it R
ELICIANO BELM E JR, RANKLIN M. DRILON
Speaker of the House President of the Senate
of Representatives

This Act which is a consolidation of Senate Bill No. 3002
and House Bill No. 5299 was finally passed by the Senate and
the House of Representatives on February 2, 2016,

MARILYN 43, BARYA-YAP OSCAh.:(;Z ;ABES
Secretary General Secretary of the Senate
House of Representatives

Approved: MAY 16 208

ot 2
BENIGNO §. AQUINO IIL
President of the Philippines
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